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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 
 

Race to the Top: 
 

Well, the wait is over!  Minnesota’s application to receive $230 million in federal stimulus aid did not 
make the final cut in the Race to the Top national competition.  The sixteen finalists are: Colorado, 
Delaware, the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 
 
Although there is some talk about a second round of grants being made available, the recent 
announcement of the 16 finalists has opened the door for some pretty fierce debates and finger 
pointing.   
 
No doubt you will hear the governor’s office blame the Teachers’ Union for not supporting changes in 
teacher compensation and for not endorsing Q-Comp.   
 
Whatever direction the debate goes from here, it is apparent that the Obama Administration is looking 
for striking reforms in education.   
 
The Proctor School District can feel good about being part of the effort to bring about change by 
adopting Q-Comp four years ago.  Remember it is easy to criticize and place blame.  The high ground is 
action and responsibility.  Teachers at Proctor have made reforms and have implemented programs to 
improve student learning.  We continue to look to the future and have expanded opportunities for our 
students throughout our District. 
 
I’m certain there will be additional opportunities from the federal government.  Race to the Top was a 
political competition as much as anything else.  Continue to be proud of what you do and continue to 
provide “abundant learning opportunities in a small school atmosphere.”   
 
Closing Comments: 
Thanks for your comments I received regarding next year’s calendar.  I appreciate your activism and 
your support for our district and our students.  I hope you have a fantastic weekend.  


