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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 

 
Enrollment: 
As we get ready to plan for the 2010-2011 academic year, projecting our enrollment becomes crucial to 
understanding what we need to do to prepare for students.  This includes everything from classes and 
facilities to transportation and food service.  Kindergarten enrollment for next year seems to be a bit of 
a puzzle.  Although we anticipated 86 new kindergarten students at Bay View Elementary based on our 
census information, our Kindergarten Round-up was not as well attended as we expected.  At present, 
we only have 65 kindergarten students enrolled at Bay View for 2010-2011, which means we are down 
21 students from our projections.  This also means that we are down 32 students from our present 
district wide kindergarten enrollment of 137.  At Pike Lake we will have 40 Kindergarten students next 
year which means next year’s total kindergarten class will be 105.   Because parents are not required to 
send their children to kindergarten, it’s hard to get a good reason why this is such a low number. There 
are lots of reasons for kindergarten classes being low which include: 

 A smaller class size 
 Parents homeschooling 
 Parents deciding to wait another year to send their child 
 Families moving  

Although Duluth is offering all day every day kindergarten at no charge and Proctor does charge for all 
day every day kindergarten, one might assume that some students have enrolled in Duluth.  This is not 
the case and we really don’t see any Proctor kindergarten students leaving to attend Duluth 
kindergarten.  We continue to contact parents and continue to monitor our kindergarten enrollment 
numbers.   
 
We do have larger numbers in 6th grade for next year and are projecting an additional 16 to 18 students 
which could mean that our 6th grade will be around 145.  With enrollments numbers that high we will 
certainly need to add a section to 6th grade.  Apart from kindergarten, I think our enrollment numbers 
are fairly stable and I anticipate slight increases at each grade level.  I will also continue to monitor our 
open enrollment numbers and will be considering closing certain classes based on open enrollment 
requests.     

 
Legislative Action: 
This topic is almost as exciting as finance.  Almost!  As you might know, there have been lots of 
developments at the state capital as it relates to schools and school finance.  Up to this point, k-12 
education has not experienced any funding cuts.  What puts some pressure on legislatures now is the 
recent decision of the MN Supreme Court which declared the governor’s un-allotment of last year 
unconstitutional.  At first blush, one might think this is a good thing, but if this decision is tested on a 
broad scale, the consequences will lead to a $2.5 billion deficit which could potentially impact k-12 
education.  The conventional wisdom is that the legislature will approve the governor’s previous un-
allotment so we won’t have to deal with this additional deficit, but time will tell. 
 

Closing Comments:  
Have a nice Mother’s Day weekend.  Fire up that snow-blower, or wait until Saturday afternoon for 
everything to melt off. 


