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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 

 
Legislative Action: 
Although this topic again seems to consume some of the things I do as a superintendent, the budget bill 
has huge ramifications for all of us in education.  I have summarized some of the events of the past 
couple of weeks borrowing some text from lobbyists who work on behalf of the education and school 
administrators.  So here it is in a nutshell: 
 
The Legislature adjourned Monday, May 17th, not because it was the constitutional deadline to adjourn 
but because the Governor called a one-day special session to resolve the $3 billion budget deficit.  
Constitutionally, the Legislature cannot pass bills on the last day of the regular session, so a special 
session was necessary just to have time to print up the last minute agreement. 
 
The budget bill includes three education provisions.  The bill accepts the Governor's school property tax 
recognition shifts and goes beyond the Governor in shifting school district aid payments -- instead  
payments will be shifted on 70%/30% basis rather than 73%/27%.  This results in $1.9 billion of school 
aid payments being used to balance the state budget. The shift to 70/30% is effective for the 2010-
2011 year.  This will impact our cash flow at Proctor Public Schools. 
 
Another provision in the budget bill modifies MS127A.46 – the requirement for the Governor to delay 
payments to school districts to prevent the state from short-term borrowing.  This statute is changed  
to a permissive authority and raises the threshold from $350 to $700 times the residential pupil units. 
 
Lastly, the all consuming budget negotiations and controversy over alternative teacher licensure raised 
the prospect that there might not even be an education policy bill and in the end, that was its fate.    
Early Sunday morning the House and Senate met in a conference committee and approved an 
education bill which didn’t include alternative teacher licensure but instead included another  
controversial provision -- the ability for school boards to renew an existing referendum by board vote 
rather than holding an election. The bill faced a likely veto threat by the Governor and there was  
strong opposition by Senators to the referendum language.  As a result the bill was defeated in the 
Senate.  To say the least, it was quite a ride as the Governor and the Legislature were opposed to 
almost any kind of compromise. 
 

Closing Comments:  
As we move forward and look at what next year might look like, I am optimistic about what our district 
will do regarding how we conduct business as educators.  I truly believe that our adoption of QComp 
has set the stage for our faculty to continue to value the importance of professional learning 
communities, instructional teams, and grade level meetings.  With the stage set for five early releases 
next year, the opportunities for teachers to learn from each other will most certainly have a positive 
impact on student learning.  Remembering that we have an AYP Plan for Improvement established, we 
have lots of challenges ahead.  Whether our ATPPS program continues or not, we have established 
sound methodology for improving education and expect those methods to continue.   Have a terrific 
weekend.  As always, I welcome your comments. 


