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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 

 
Greetings: 
I have been a bit remiss in getting my weekly update “From the Superintendent’s Desk” out to 
everyone lately.  Most of the reason for that was because I had a knee arthroplasty surgery on October 
14th.  Okay, most people call it a knee replacement, I know!  I kept this pretty hush, hush because I 
didn’t want any attention (negative or positive) sent my way.  Now that the “cat’s out of the bag”, I am 
doing fine and hope to be 100% soon.  There are far more important things to concern ourselves with, 
and that’s the success of our students.  
 

Facilities: 
The big news around the District is the “ALMOST” completed new addition at Pike Lake.  All of our 
classrooms are done and the only hold up is the installation of the gym floor.  We do have a tentative 
date for completion of the floor of November 26th.  Following the total completion of the addition, we 
plan on holding an open house to celebrate this great new learning space in our District. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
While I’m on the topic of facilities, I would like to take time to thank Jack Johnson and his entire staff on 
a very nice job of maintaining and winterizing our outdoor facilities as well as getting our buildings 
ready for the winter months.  It’s nice to be warm. 

 
Elementary Counselor: 
With the sunset and end of our Safe Schools and Healthy Students Grant, our elementary schools have 
been without an elementary counselor.  I am convinced that we need an elementary counselor to help 
teach our young students: how to deal with conflict and bullying, how to deal with individual 
differences, and how to deal with a host of social issues that our students are faced with everyday.  I 
was fortunate to receive funding from the South St. Louis County Family Collaborative to hire an 
elementary counselor for the remainder of this year.  I could not be more pleased and I am equally 
pleased with the support we are receiving from our School Board.  We all hope to have an elementary 
counselor in place within a few weeks. 

 
Technology: 
Our new web site is finally done, and it is REALLY nice.  I know there are lots of concerns from our 
faculty about getting information on your sites.  Principals, Technology Coordinators, and I are aware 
that there may be a need for more training.  Keep the faith and we’ll get there together.  I must say that 
many of our teachers have done an amazing job posting lessons, links, and a wide variety of 
information on their sites.  I am positive that well maintained, up to date websites serve our students 
and community by providing immediate access to teachers and classes.  Keep up the good work. 



We are also working on establishing WIFI throughout our buildings.  We recently completed most of the 
coverage in our middle and high school building and just need to focus a bit of effort on the capacity of 
our WIFI.  If you have a “smart device”, you should be able to access our WIFI network which is called 
“Rails” anywhere in our middle or high school.  Our Technology Coordinators will be installing WIFI 
access at Bay View this fall with Pike Lake to follow in the summer of 2011. 
 

Emergency Closings: 
As we move into the winter months, there may be times when it is necessary to have a late start or to 
cancel school all together because of inclement weather.  If a decision is made to delay or cancel 
school, staff members will be notified using our automated phone system.  Our students and parents 
will also be notified using the automated phone system.  Of course, we will also post the closing on our 
website and notify radio and television stations of our decision to delay or close. 
 

Closing Comments:  
Thanks for the outstanding job you’ve done during the first quarter of the school year.  We certainly 
have had lots of early success in our classrooms, athletic fields and courts, and our theater.  I am 
encouraged and look forward to a continued successful year.   As always, I appreciate your comments 
and feedback, so feel welcome to reply! 


