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Dear Parents and Guardians of NK students,

I hope you and your child(ren) have enjoyed the transition back to in person learning. We’re
excited to have our schools full once more and are determined to make the most of the opportunity
after such a challenging past few years.

With students now settled into their classrooms, I want to take this opportunity to provide a status
update on our work to improve the learning experience at Nashwauk-Keewatin. Over the last
several months, school leaders have been collaborating with neighboring school district, ISD #318
(Grand Rapids, Bigfork, Cohasset, etc.) and the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board to
identify ways to improve student education while simultaneously developing a plan to construct a
new preK-12 school to replace the district’s two 100-year old buildings.

School board members from both NK and ISD #318 met jointly in public meetings to discuss new
ways to share resources beyond the Invest Early early childhood education program and the Itasca
Area School Collaborative. The boards will continue to discuss new ways that collaboration could
improve early childhood education, career and technical programming, and education access.

School board members also plan to begin examining whether consolidation would benefit the two
districts. As a first step, the two school boards plan to identify the pros and cons of NK following
the consolidation model already in place in ISD #318. In that model, for example, when Bigfork
consolidated with ISD #318, Bigfork High School and Bigfork Elementary School maintained their
school buildings and identities as Bigfork Huskies. NK leaders are determined to remain NK
Spartans as we consider consolidation plans.

Further, NK school leaders continue to work with the Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation
Board (IRRRB) to work toward a financing plan to build a new preK-12 school at the 42-acre site
near O’Brien Reservoir which was donated to NK by U.S. Steel. At the agency’s Sept. 8  meeting,
IRRRB Commissioner Mark Phillips indicated that NK is positioned to be the next school to benefit
from the IRRRB’s Iron Range School Collaboration Fund. Such grants have been instrumental in



helping other area schools - Mt. Iron-Buhl, Mesabi East, Grand Rapids and others - build new
facilities while reducing the costs for taxpayers.

NK will be eligible for a major IRRRB school construction grant contingent upon the district
presenting a plan for increased collaboration with ISD #318. The project is also eligible for an
additional multi-million dollar infrastructure grant to develop the site for the new school once the
district decides to move forward.

We remain committed to keeping you informed about work that improves our schools. Our facility
planning website, www.NKSpartanStrong.org also provides information about the project. Monthly
school board meetings are open to the public and residents are encouraged to offer feedback to
school board members at any time.

Thank you for your patience as our district navigates these efforts to improve learning for our
students. If you have any questions about the work done so far please contact Craig Menozzi at
cmenozzi@isd319.org or by phone at 952-240-5379.

Go Spartans!

Sincerely,

Dr. Rae Vi�e�un

Superintendent #ISD 319

http://www.nkspartanstrong.org

