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Foreword

It is the intention of the Oak Grove School District to provide a safe, healthy, and comfortable
environment, to the fullest extent practical, while adhering to the current mandates, guidance and
regulations provided to us by the Governor of Illinois, the Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH), the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and the Peoria City /
County Health Department (PCCHD).  It is important to understand and realize that the enormity of the
decisions set forth in the return to learn documents are unusual to educators, sure we mitigate risk as
much as possible but the scope and magnitude of the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the normal
operations and expectations of school tremendously. It is understood by the Board of Education and the
Administration that you may have differing opinions about the global pandemic and how it impacts our
small, K-8 facility, but the reality is that there are potential life and death consequences associated with
this planning and its implementation.  You should also understand that the safety and wellbeing of the
students, staff, parents, and larger community are very much connected and dependent upon the actions of
all and not the actions of a few.  It is the responsibility of us all to do our part to provide positive and
encouraging discussion as to real and applicable solutions that can be attained while adhering to the
guidance and regulations provided to us.

In providing version updates to the 21-22 plan, the School District hopes to keep parents, staff,
and students informed of changes that will assist the daily workflow within the school. Although some
areas of the original plan may change in a version update, other important guidance that has not changed
must continue to be followed. We will need the continued compliance of students, parents, and staff in
order to maintain the mandates and recommendations set forth by the state and federal authorities. If you
object to one or more of the guidelines within this document (such as mandatory face coverings) you
should provide your objection to the PCCHD, IDPH, ISBE, CDC, or the Governor’s office.  If you have
constructive input and feedback on how we could provide relief and frequent breaks from the guidelines
for our students during the day while remaining compliant, please direct that input to Dr. Baele, Mr.
Bishop, Mrs. Almasi or our classroom teachers. It is our collective goal to be in compliance with the face
covering mandate and provide strong mitigation strategies in our facility so that students can achieve great
things through in person learning. Although we do not have a crystal ball, it is speculated that this
mandate will continue until an age 2 through 11 vaccine becomes widely available.

It should be clear that the actions taken when implementing public health guidance are those
necessary to keep our students and staff healthy. Just as parents and guardians make decisions for their
own student(s), so too must the Oak Grove School District Board of Education, Administration, and Staff
make decisions regarding the continued health and safety of the whole school environment. We want to
teach and watch students grow in a safe, healthy, and nurturing environment, even when it looks far
different than what we are used to.
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Oak Grove School District #68

2021-22 Return to Learn Plan

Based on the joint media release from the Tri-County Health Departments (July 22, 2021) and the
broadcast announcement of Governor J.B. Pritzker (August 4, 2021), the following are the mitigation
strategies for schools to use for safely returning to in-person learning in 2021-22. Below each italicized
recommendation, are the measures and strategies that Oak Grove administrators, staff, and students will
take to ensure that the Governor’s mandate and CDC/IDPH/PCCHD strong recommendations are
followed.

● Promoting vaccinations,
○ It is the position of the Oak Grove administration and Board of Education that individuals who

vaccinate positively impact the level of health safety within the Oak Grove School.  It is understood
that vaccination of children is a family decision, unless otherwise required, but it is also understood
that individual family decisions impact others within the confines of a public school building.  For
this reason, we strongly encourage all eligible adults and parents of eligible students to consider
vaccinating in order to have as many vaccinated individuals within our school environment.

● Consistent and correct face coverings (mask) use,
○ The Oak Grove administration and Board of Education understand that face coverings are not always

comfortable and we had hoped to be beyond wearing them at this point.  Face coverings are, however,
one of the most useful mitigation tools when stopping the spread of respiratory illnesses.  For this
reason, the Oak Grove School Board and administration will comply with the Governor’s mandate for
universal face coverings for all staff, students, and visitors within the Oak Grove School Building,
regardless of vaccination status.  The mandate is in line with the CDC, IDPH, and local health
departments' strong recommendations to require face coverings for all staff, students, and visitors
within the Oak Grove School building, also called universal masking. Face coverings will not be
required outside the building, however, maintaining social distancing will be stressed at recess and
extracurricular activities.  Face coverings will be required on all bus routes, indoor sporting events
and practices, and extracurricular trips that require bussing. All school visitors will be required to
wear face coverings while in the Oak Grove School building.

Source: Screenshot of Governor J.B. Pritzker Mandate News Conference - 8/4/2021
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● Physical distancing,
○ When at all possible, three feet (3’) of distance will be expected between students and between

students and staff. Our low class sizes greatly assist in our ability to provide a range of 3’ to 6’
distancing based on the classroom arrangement.  Student pods within classrooms may be used while
keeping the minimum distance requirement. Standard breakfast and lunch will be provided this year,
alternating seating will be used, as well as spacing in the cafeteria line. All elementary students will
be taught to spread their “eagle wings” to encourage safe social distancing between each other. As
part of the American Rescue Plan (ESSER III) funding, the district will construct an outbuilding to
provide additional storage space to ensure the maximum amount of space available in the classrooms.
The building will also provide an instructional space for hands-on projects and use of tools.

● Screening and testing to promptly identify cases, clusters, and outbreaks.
○ The Oak Grove administration is in discussions with Shield Illinois to provide saliva testing on a

routine basis for all unvaccinated students and staff that do not opt-out of the program.  Advantages of
collecting samples are quick results of positive cases prior to symptoms presentation, a parental portal
of results which provides negative tests for any test to stay program, more control over isolation and
quarantine, and the testing is funded through the Illinois Department of Public Health. As mentioned,
parents will have the opportunity to decide if this program is in the best interest of their student and
situation through an opt-out process to be determined. As more schools come on line, this process
may be delayed until such time that the program can be fully implemented. Due to the mandatory face
covering mandate, the screening test may not be necessary. The district administration will continue
to determine the need for universal screening of students and staff during the 2021-22 school year to
determine if the testing is necessary.

● Enhanced ventilation,
○ As part of the American Rescue Plan (ESSER III) funding, the district will complete an analysis on

the viability of the removal of the aging boiler system for heating in the junior high wing.  By placing
alternate heating & cooling systems within the rooms in that section of the building, there will be
increased ventilation within junior high rooms. This project will be developed during the 2021-22
school year.

● Support for handwashing and respiratory etiquette,
○ As part of CARES funding, the district will continue to use purchased sensor based toilet & urinal

flushing devices, faucets, paper towel dispensers, and hand sanitizer stations. Hygiene will
consistently and frequently be the focus of restroom breaks and sanitizer stations will be used when
entering and leaving the classrooms. Classroom discussions will also center on cough and sneeze
covering both inside and outside the building. Main junior high restroom upgrades for improved
hygiene will be a possible project within American Rescue Plan (ESSER III)funding in 2021-22.

● Staying home when sick and getting tested,
○ Sending your student(s) to school in 2021-22 provides the school with your certification that you

have checked their temperature(s) and screened them for the signs and symptoms of illness.
Students should not be sent to school when they are ill, teachers will be informed to send any
students that may appear ill or complaining about their health immediately to the Oak Grove nurse for
evaluation. Parents and guardians are the district's first and most important mitigation level.

● Contact Tracing, in combination with isolation, quarantine, and post-exposure viral testing,
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○ As used last year, the Oak Grove administration and nurse will utilize the IDPH Decision Tree in
effect at the time of illness to determine isolation, quarantine, and return to school.  This guidance
often changes and will continue to evolve based on metrics and vaccination status of those around an
identified positive case.  Once updated exclusion documentation is provided, it will be used as the
tool for assessing course of action for individual cases. Parents and students that are in mandatory
isolation or quarantine will be responsible for connecting with their classroom teacher(s) for setting
up the learning environment and expectations while away from school. Teachers will ensure that all
students in mandatory quarantine or isolation are present for learning via Google Meet video or
comparable independent work completion.   Seating charts will be used in all classrooms, the
cafeteria, and on school busses, if not possible for busses, spacing between students or athletes should
be used.

○ Fully vaccinated persons who remain asymptomatic and those with a documented COVID-19
infection within the past 90 days are excluded from quarantine. However, the new CDC guidance
recommends that fully vaccinated persons test 3 to 5 days after the known exposure and wear masks
in public indoor settings until the negative test result or 14 days past exposure. Staff and families will
want to monitor for any emerging COVID-19 symptoms.

○ Mitigation levels will increase similarly to the 2020-21 school year.  Isolation and quarantine will
start at the individual level (minimal), contact tracing will be used to determine close contacts,
additional quarantine and isolation may be necessary at the classroom level. If at such time that a
class or grade level is quarantined (moderate), remote learning for that group will be enacted.  If
infections and positive cases continue at such a rate as to require complete school and activities
closure (substantial), remote learning will be enacted as the entire school will be subject to quarantine
until a safe date can be determined to return to school at the minimal mitigation level.

● Proper cleaning and disinfection.
○ Individual cleanliness is very important, students and staff are encouraged to clean their work area

often with antibacterial wipes provided by the school to staff and placed on student supply lists for
students.  The custodial staff frequently sprays disinfectant on common surfaces and will continue to
clean all common areas often. The district is currently looking into additional ways to combat the
spread of the virus through contact and surfaces.

The Oak Grove Administration and Board of Education believe that it is too early to develop stages to
decreased mitigation levels for Oak Grove students. The majority of our students are not eligible for
vaccination and therefore student mitigation levels will remain at the same levels as 2020-21 unless
otherwise changed with new guidance (such as the social distancing). Major changes to mitigation levels
and tiering may take place when a vaccine is available and implemented for students under the age of 12.

The goal of implementing the mandate and recommended mitigation measures and strategies is to ensure
the maximum amount of instructional time for students during the 2021-22 school year.  Although there
may be a few remote learners due to medical issues, the majority of students will be in-person, therefore
the school day will transition back to a more traditional instructional day.

● School Day
○ The Oak Grove School Day will begin at 8:35 and end at 3:20. Only students eating breakfast will be

allowed in the building between 8:10 and 8:25.  Students not eating breakfast may enter the building
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and proceed to their homerooms at 8:25. Breakfast will be served until 8:30. There are no scheduled
remote learning days or remote learning planning days. This means that teachers will prepare and
present lessons and activities primarily for the in-person learners but work with others as necessary to
ensure content and activities can be alternatively completed.

● Locker Use / Schedule Rotation / Passing Periods / Studio 68
○ Junior high students will utilize their assigned lockers. The junior high schedule will center on

student rotation from classroom to classroom and teachers remaining in their assigned rooms. Passing
periods and a bell schedule will be used.  Some teachers may need to rotate to classes as dictated by
the schedule.  Students will utilize wipes to disinfect desks when leaving a room at the end of a
period. Classes are encouraged to utilize Studio 68 as long as wipes are used on any commonly
reusable  equipment or supplies. Common classroom supplies should be cleaned after each use.

● Drinking Fountains
○ Students will continue to have a refillable drinking bottle for water.  Students are encouraged to use

the bottle filler water fountains to refill their water bottles.  Drinking fountain paddles should not be
used.

● Specials (Technology, Band/Music, Art, PE)
○ Students will travel to designated classrooms and areas for special classes.  The auxiliary gym will not

be used as a cafeteria and the before / after care program in 2021-22. When the weather allows, PE
will be outside, band & music will be socially distanced in the music room, art will take place in the
art room, and technology will be located in the classroom or studio as determined by the final
schedule.

● Special Education & Interventions
○ Students that receive special services will rotate on a schedule to different classes where applicable

and will not remain within the special education room unless identified to do so within their IEP
minutes.  Students receiving tier II or III interventions will receive those services in their respective
intervention spaces.

● Dismissal Procedures
○ Students will continue to dismiss as per the 2020-21 dismissal procedures with K-4 car rider students

releasing in the rear of the building, 5-8 students at door 12 (cafe) door, and bus riders releasing at the
front of the building.

● Oak Grove Cares Before & After Care Program
○ The Oak Grove before and after care program (Oak Grove Cares) will follow all policies, procedures,

and protocols as required in this return to learn plan. The Oak Grove Cares Coordinator will work
with the school administration and nurse to ensure proper attendance and exclusions are followed at
all times.

This plan is meant to comply with the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) III Fund which is designed to help schools safely reopen, sustain the
safe operation of schools, and address the impacts of COVID-19 on our students. Please take special note,
this plan is subject to change based on monitoring community transmission, vaccination coverage, the
occurrence of outbreaks, and/or as additional guidance becomes available from the Governor’s Office, the
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Illinois State Board of Education, the Illinois Department of Public Health, or the Peoria City/County
Health Department.

Just as last school year, communication will be presented to parents individually, in cohort groups, or
school wide communications. The primary point of contact for symptoms and exclusion from school is
the school nurse, the school office will monitor and determine any quarantining, isolation, and contact
tracing in cooperation with the PCCHD, who has the final authority.  The district office will develop and
communicate large scale outbreak or program closures that impact the school district as promptly as
possible.

Plan revisions and feedback are continuously sought from parents, guardians, teachers, staff,
administrators, and board of education members. It is the hope that a viable vaccination is achieved soon
for our student population and it will provide relief from the barriers that hinder a normal face to face
educational experience for our children.

This document is currently in Version 3 draft form but it is anticipated that the Board of Education will
take action on the plan to fulfill the requirements of the American Rescue Plan application and funding at
their regular meeting on August 18, 2021.

If you should have any questions, concerns, or comments on the plan please email Dr. Loren Baele
(lbaele@og68.org), Oak Grove School District #68 Superintendent so that feedback can be reviewed and
the plan could be strengthened.  It is anticipated that the plan will continue to evolve and change over the
2021-22 school year.  We appreciate your patience as we navigate through these uncertain times.
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