
Communicable
Disease Plan
This Communicable Disease Plan includes procedures related to a virus outbreak
and contact-tracing so JOSEPH SCHOOL DISTRICT #6 staff can provide limited
in-person service or instruction at the JOSEPH SCHOOL DISTRICT #6 location.
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Introduction
The Joseph School District #6 in coordination with Oregon Department of Education (ODE) and the
Oregon Health Authority (OHA), has created the Communicable Disease Plan. It is designed to
support Oregon’s Birth-22 educational settings in the planning and implementation of educational
programming for the 2021-22 school year. While every educational setting operationalizes
instructional programming based on community strengths and needs, specific elements require a
shared approach to uphold public health requirements. Overall, this plan ensures all in-person
instruction minimizes safety and public health risks while maximizing connection and learning.

This plan supports in-person instruction through the 2021-2022 school year, providing a framework
for a common approach to instruction, health, and safety during a unique and challenging time.

Overall Health and Safety Guidelines

Ensuring Continued Public Health
This plan is built upon Governor Brown’s framework for rebuilding a safe and strong Oregon and in
partnership with Oregon Health Authority so that education and instruction ensure the public
health of all Oregonians.

For school staff onsite, the responsibility to maintain public health includes both maintaining their
own health and the health of those they come in contact with. They must both follow the guidance
for their own health and as an example to help ensure students, families and other staff also follow
the guidance for the protection of all Oregonians. The level of self-discipline and awareness needed
to maintain and care for these responsibilities is high and comes with painful consequences if we
lapse in judgment or consistency. All staff need encouragement, support and clear guidelines to
meet what is outlined in this document. For instructional efforts to be successful we must make
every effort to maintain the health of students and staff.

As students and staff return to school they will naturally fall into pre-closure routines and habits.
Staff must consistently model, teach and reinforce health and safety protocols until they become an
expected and accepted way of being at school.

Procedures, Planning and Logistics

Planning for Safe In-Person Instruction
● Staff or student with Covid-19, those exposed or those with symptoms will follow the

current guidelines presented in the Planning for Covid-19 Scenarios in Schools.
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Planning%20an
d%20Responding%20to%20COVID-19%20Scenarios%20in%20Schools.pdf

● All staff and students shall follow hand washing, hygiene and cleaning protocols.
● Staff and students should be educated on the importance of respiratory etiquette:
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o Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or elbow;
o Throw the tissue away immediately into a garbage receptacle; and
o Clean hands after covering coughs and sneezes, and after throwing away used

tissues.
● Provide easy access to sanitizer or soap and warm water for handwashing for all students

and staff (CDC guidance).
● The district shall limit facility access to designated visitors and volunteers.
● The district will follow current face covering mandates. The district will provide face

coverings as needed.

Isolation Plan
● Students or staff who are ill will be referred to designated isolation space to be screened for

Covid-19 symptoms.
● Staff monitoring the room will wear proper PPE.
● All students who become ill at school with excludable symptoms will remain at school

supervised by staff until parents can pick them up in the designated isolation area.  
● Exercising caution to maintain safety is appropriate when working with children exhibiting

symptoms, it is also critical that staff maintain sufficient composure and disposition so as
not to unduly worry a student or family.

● Staff will maintain student confidentiality as appropriate.
● Daily logs must be maintained containing the following:  name of student sent home for

illness, cause of illness, time of onset, as per designated communicable disease surveillance
logs and name of student visiting the office for illness symptoms, even if not sent home, as
per routine health logs.

Physical Distancing
● Students will maintain at least three feet spacing during classroom instruction.  The district

will strive to meet 6 feet spacing during higher risk activities.

Activity Adjustment for Physical-Distancing and Sharing

Room
Set Up

● Space seating/desks to provide at least three feet between students.

Instructional
Activities

● Plan activities that do not require close physical contact between multiple
students.
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Item Sharing

● Avoid item sharing. If items must be shared, remind students to wash their
hands (CDC guidance) and not to touch their faces after using these items.
Shared items should be sanitized between uses.

● Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high touch materials to the
extent possible (art supplies, equipment etc. assigned to a single student) or
limit use of supplies and equipment by one group of children at a time and
clean and disinfect between use.

Visitors &
Volunteers

● The district shall limit facility access to designated visitors and volunteers.

Manage
Students’
Belongings

● Keep each student’s belongings separated from others’ and in individually
labeled containers, cubbies or areas.

Healthy Hygiene Practices
● Schools/school staff shall:

o Reinforce protocols and provide handwashing and/or hand sanitizing facilities (CDC
guidance), tissues and garbage receptacles that are easily accessible to both
students and staff.

o Reinforce covering coughs and sneezes among children and staff.
o The district will reinforce current face covering mandates.
o Have adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors, including soap, hand

sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol (for staff and older students who can safely
use hand sanitizer), tissues and no-touch trash cans.

o Post clear signs (available at healthoregon.org/coronavirus) on how to stop the
spread of disease, particularly COVID-19, properly wash hands, promote everyday
protective measures and properly wear a face covering.

Cleaning, Disinfection and Ventilation
Schools Shall:

● Clean, sanitize, and disinfect frequently touched surfaces (e.g., door handles, sink handles,
drinking fountains, transport vehicles) and shared objects (e.g., toys, games, art supplies)
between uses multiple times per day. Maintain clean and disinfected environments (CDC
guidance), including classrooms, and restrooms.

● Ensure safe and correct application of disinfectants and keep these products away from
students following labeling direction as specified by the manufacturer.

● Ensure that ventilation systems operate properly and increase circulation of outdoor air as
much as possible by opening windows and doors.

Supporting Student Transportation
● The district will follow current face covering mandates that apply to transportation.
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● Clean and sanitize buses between routes.

Safety Procedures & Supports for in-person instruction
In addition to the health and safety requirements outlined in the Ensuring Public Health Section of
this plan, the following procedures must also be implemented for in-person instruction:

Planning for Contact Tracing
Staff will document all information necessary to provide Local Health Authority contact information
necessary for contact tracing.
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