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Minutes of the Special Meeting of August 12, 2021 

 

The Board of Education of Community Unit School District No. 1, Coles and Cumberland Counties, 

convened for a Special Meeting on Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 6:30pm in Charleston High School 

Swickard Auditorium, 1615 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920. 

 

At 6:30pm, President Coe called the meeting to order.  President Coe appointed Board Member Eva 

Ritchey to serve as Secretary Pro-Tem and asked for roll call.   

 

The following members were present:  

Jason Coe, President 

Scott Clarke, Vice President 

Susan Daniels, Secretary (via Telephone Conference) 

Charles Jarrell, Treasurer 

Brian Gough 

Eva Ritchey 

Brandon Wright 

 

The following staff members were present: 

 Todd J. Vilardo, Superintendent of Schools 

 Chad Burgett, Assistant Superintendent for Business Services 

 Kristen Holly, Assistant Superintendent of Student Services 

 Genia Lang, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors _92_ and _1_ Member of the Press 

 

The purpose of the meeting was discussion and possible action regarding Governor Pritzker’s mask 

mandate for schools. 

 

Under Public, Staff Comments or Questions, Written Communications, President Coe reported that 

several people had signed up to address the Board of Education.  He invited them to speak in the 

order on the request sheet. 

 

Angel Warman, President of the Charleston Education Association, spoke in favor of upholding 

Governor Pritzker’s mandate on mask requirements in schools.  On behalf of the Charleston 

Education Association, she stated concerns regarding ignoring the governor’s mandate and 

consequences that could include loss of state funding for the district, the Illinois State Board of 

Education could remove a school’s recognition status, and legal liability to the District as well as staff 

members.  She stated that the health and safety of staff and students will always be the number one 

priority of the Charleston Education Association, (letter located in official board book). 

 

Kristin Runyon, CHS Media Specialist spoke in support of upholding Governor Pritzker’s mandate 

on mask requirements in schools. 

 

Jessica Yost, parent of two children attending Carl Sandburg Elementary School stated parents 

should have the choice to have their child wear a mask.  She stated that masks do more harm than 

good and that the Governor’s mandates are not law. 
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Bridgette Price, mother of a special needs student, reported on a study completed in Poland on the 

unhealthy effects masks have on children.  She stated parents should have the right to choose what 

their kids wear and does not support the mask mandate.   

 

Michael McBride, a parent of four children in the district, stated that he respected the rights of others 

and likes to hear all sides.  He talked about other diseases and illness that people die from and stated 

that we are in a fear-based society and kids need normal now.  Parents should have the choice if their 

child wears a mask or not.  

 

Ashli Crowe, single parent with a child attending Carl Sandburg.  She stated remote learning did not 

work for her child.  She commended and thanked the administration for in school learning and 

acknowledged there should be rules/expectations.  She said that new cases of COVID have been 

reported in young children since June and science supports the use of masks.  She asked the Board to 

vote to keep the mask mandate in place. 

 

Tiffany Woods, parent of two children in school and a registered respiratory therapist at SBLHC.  

She stated that masks are not effective because kids do not wear them correctly.  She stated parents 

should have the choice to have their children wear a mask or not. 

 

Cassie Johnson, parent of 3 children in school and a Healthy Life Style Advocate.  She was for 

personal choice and stated that a mandatory of anything removes freedom of choice.  She stated that 

long term effects of mask wearing is unknown.   

 

Leonidas Miller, Charleston resident stated that he was against Governor Pritzker’s mandates.  He 

stated that this was political science verses medical science.  He thanked the Board for holding the 

forum. 

 

Amber Hendrix stated that as a parent and youth leader we all have a common goal to protect kids 

and the community.  She stated that parents should have the choice. 

 

Kayla Gilbert, parent of a Kindergarten student.  She stated kids do not know what people look like 

under the mask mandate, no smiles or expression.  Parents should have the choice for their students. 

 

Jerry Lindley stated that the mandate was wrong for many reasons.  He stated that the mandate is 

illegal and the Governor does not have the authority to mandate masks.  He thanked the Board for 

the open forum and for last year.  He stated that parents should have the choice if their child wears a 

mask. 

 

Joesph Burton, a parent of two children in school and a SBLHC doctor urged the Board to enforce 

the mask mandate.  He stated that the current wave of the pandemic is real as he works on the 

frontline.  He reported on current numbers of patients at SBLHC with COVID and how resources at 

the hospital are being stretched.  He was also concerned of the children spreading the virus to parents, 

grandparents and throughout the community.  

 

Dwight Pentzian, Chief Medical Officer stated that SBLHC is saturated with COVID cases, all beds 

are full and they are currently holding patients in the emergency rom.  He reported that children are 

more at risk contracting the Delta Variant and relayed his concern of the spread to 

parents/grandparents.  He also reported that the American Pediatrics Association recommends that 

all children wear masks in schools.  He asked the Board to support the mask mandate. 
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Charles Wharram, parent of student in CUSD #1 and just moved to Charleston from Ontario, 

Canada.  He stated that Canada was the first place to deal with the Delta Variant and all schools shut 

down.  Canadians getting vaccinated slowed down the spread.  He said why risk a lock down and a 

return to remote learning.  He urged the Board to keep the mandate in place. 

 

Megan Merrill stated it should be a personal choice whether to wear a mask.  The mandate is a type of 

social experimenting.   

 

Kailyn Wilson, a CHS student stated that if the mask mandate remains in place to please consider 

allowing more breaks for students to take the mask off during the school day. 

 

Jessica Mertz, spoke in support of upholding the mask mandate for those children with health 

problems and weakened immune systems. 

 

President Coe thanked everyone for their comments.   

 

Dr. Vilardo walked through a timeline and preparation for the opening of the 2021-22 school year 

including the multiple meetings held this summer with a representative collaborative to develop a 

Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services.  This included local public 

input and was fully aligned with the CDC and IDPH guidance, which recommended mask use in 

schools.  The several written correspondence he made regarding the District’s liability insurance, legal 

firm, Illinois State Board of Education Superintendent, Dr. Ayala and Governor Pritzker, 

culminating in Dr. Ayala regarding the consequences that could be imposed on a district that reject 

the mask mandate in schools and an example of school recognition status being changed as a result. 

 

He stated that on August 4, our local Plan was updated to reflect Governor Pritzker’s executive order 

which requires the indoor use of face coverings in schools by everyone age 2 and older and able to 

medically tolerate a face covering, regardless of vaccination status.  Understandably, the Governor’s 

recent “mask mandate” has launched increased anxiety and angst in school communities across 

Illinois, including ours.  Our staff are committed to doing our best every day for kids by providing 

them with outdoor, mask free instructional settings when possible, regular mask breaks, and anything 

else possible to help children feel comfortable for an enjoyable school experience.  While we have 

made available our district Plan and school level plans, people have been questioning school staff and 

district associates about the legality of requiring masks, so we want to share more information about 

that. 

 

Dr. Vilardo reported that according to legal guidance provided to our district, failure to comply with 

such orders, guidance and rules could result in the loss of our State Board recognition status and the 

loss of our tort immunity shield.  A loss of State Board recognition could result in loss of funding and 

an inability to issue school diplomas, loss of extra-curricular activity participation, etc.  A loss of the 

tort immunity shield could result in Board members and school employees being held personally 

liable for disregarding masking requirements.  Personal liability means that individual Board 

members and employees could be responsible for their own legal defense. 

 

In closing, Dr. Vilardo invited the Board of Education to discuss Governor Pritzker’s mask mandate 

for schools and recommended that the Board of Education comply with directives, orders, guidance 

and rules of the state. 
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Under discussion among the Board of Education, the following comments were made: 

- The Board of Education were in agreement that no one likes to wear masks.  After researching 

the legal liabilities and major risks that the district, individual board members, and school 

employees could face if the district does not follow Governor Pritzker’s mask mandate, they 

said that their hands are tied and could not risk going against the mandate. 

 

- The Board extended appreciation to everyone that spoke and to the doctors for attending the 

meeting.  It was noted that the Board of Education took an oath of office to uphold the 

responsibility of the school district to do what is right for the students as well as looking out 

for the community. 

 

- As a Board of Education, it was stated that they need to make the best decision for the kids 

as well as for the school district.  They could not afford to lose money or to face legal suits to 

the school district or personally.  The common goal for everyone is to keep students in school 

and not have to go back to remote learning. 

 

- The Board of Education urged people to contact their state legislators and the Governor’s 

office and were all in agreement that local Board’s of Education cannot go against the mask 

mandate. 

 

Following discussion, the Board of Education took additional questions from the audience. 

 

In closing, Dr. Vilardo stated that President Coe had called the special board meeting to be able to 

listen to concerns and receive input.  He extended appreciation to everyone that attended the meeting 

and those that addressed the Board of Education.   

 

At 7:49pm, Mr. Gough moved and Dr. Clarke seconded the motion to adjourn from the Special Board 

meeting. 

On roll call vote: 

 AYE:   Gough, Clarke, Daniels, Jarrell, Wright, Coe, Ritchey 

 NAY:  none  Abstain:  none 

 Motion carried 

 

 

 

Jason Coe 
President, Board of Education 

 

Susan Daniels 
Secretary, Board of Education              

 

 

 

 

 


