
Our Mission

High School 
Counseling 

Department

To support, educate and 
advocate for all students 

through social/emotional, 
academic, and career 

counseling.

www.collegeboard.org
*Register for the SAT,  send scores,
and do a college search

www.act.org
*Learn about & Register for the ACT

www.suny.edu
*Learn about & apply to SUNY Schools

www.commonapp.org
*Apply to over 300 schools using one
application.

www.ncaa.org
*Learn about eligibility & recruiting.
Register for the NCAA Clearinghouse

www.fafsa.edu.gov
*Complete the Federal Application for
Free Student Aid on-line

www.hesc.ny.gov
*NYS Higher Ed. Services Site - a great
resource to learn about funding a
college education.

Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk CSD
Tools and Websites:

Parents are able to access their student’s 
grades on-line through the School Tool Parent 
Portal. Applications for this service are available 
in the Main Office at your child’s school.

Naviance is a tool used by the RCS Counseling 
Department to help students, parents, and 
counselor streamline academic planning & 
make informed decisions about colleges and 
careers. 
www.connection.naviance.com/ravena

PARENT PORTAL

Samantha
Visicaro

Grade 9-12
svanpatten@rcscsd.org

518-756-5200 
ext. 2009

Laraine Gell
Grade 9-12

lgell@rcscsd.org
518-756-5200 

ext. 2008

Briana Stevens
Grade 9-12

bstevens@rcscsd.org
518-756-5200 

ext. 2010

Shannon Ruso
Counseling Center

Secretary
sruso@rcscsd.org

518-756-5200 ext. 2007

For more information about our
department & to access useful

resources please visit our webpage
 

https://www.rcscsd.org/o/rcs-
high/page/counseling-center



OUR ROLE

High School Counselors juggle
many responsibilities and wear
many hats. Our year is driven by
cyclical responsibilities, and no

day is the same. We are the
queens of multi-tasking!

LET US HELP YOU
The Counseling Center 
provides a variety of services 
for high school students and 
their families.  If you require 
assistance or have questions 
regarding any of these topics 
please do not hesitate to 
reach out to your Counselor.

Academic Advising & 
Programming
Post- Secondary Planning
College Advising
Career Education & 
Exploration
Social & Emotional Support
Crisis Counseling
Student & Family Advocacy
Parent & Teacher 
Conferences
Attendance Monitoring
Instructional Support Team
Tutoring Coordinators
504 & Declassified Students 
Case Managers
Transcript Requests
Education through 
presentations on topics 
such as financial aid, 
academic planning, college 
admissions, and career 
exploration.

At the heart of our role is student 
advocacy.  We are fortunate to 
work with students from their 
freshman year through their 

senior year. Along the way we 
develop relationships with 
students and families, and  

educate and guide students 
through important decision- 

making years. 
 

Consider us your child’s point- 
person, their go-to.  Think of us 

as a liaison.  We consult and 
connect and inform, all the while 
holding your child’s best interest 
at heart.  Helping students and 
their families navigate the high 

school years and plan for the 
future is both our specialty and 

our passion.

School Counselors

The best way 
to predict the 
future is to 
create it.

Steven Smith
Marketing Director

MEET THE 
COUNSELORS

High School
2025 Rt. 9W, Ravena, NY 12143

Samantha Visicaro

Laraine Gell

Briana Stevens
Ms. Stevens has a BA in Psychology from

the Univ. at Albany and a Master's Degree
in School Counseling from The College of

Saint Rose. In her free time Ms. Stevens
enjoys reading new books, catching up
with friends, and spending quality time

with her husband and daughter.

Mrs. Gell graduated with a BA  in Philosophy
from the Univ. of New Hampshire and a
Master's in Counseling Psychology from
Teachers College, Columbia University. 
Outside of school she enjoys gardening, 

cooking, yoga, traveling, and spending time
with her husband and two kids.

  

Mrs. Visicaro graduated with a BA in
Psychology from Hartwick College and a

Master's in School Counseling from Russell
Sage College. In her free time, she enjoys

camping, kayaking, and wandering through
local greenhouses with her husband.


