
The Cossack Times 

The mission of Max Public School is to encourage students to dream about their futures, believe in their abilities and assist in achieving 

their goals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Superintendent Notes 
  Larry Sebastian 
 

The school year got off to a fast start and now we are already in the middle of November.  

Creating a newsletter for the Max Public School District is something that I shared with the 

school board when I first visited the district back in late July.  As you can see it is November,  

and I am finally getting to our first newsletter for the 2022-2023 school year.   

The school year did get off to a good start.  Mrs. Morgan joined the administrative team as 

the elementary and secondary school principal.  With this being her first job in school admin-

istration she had a quick transition into her new office and duties.  Other new hires within the 

school district included:  Miss Jordyn Clapper (3rd grade) and Mr. Joshua Sierens (7-12 sci-

ence). 

Within the first nine-week period we began the process of reworking the student/parent 

handbook for the 2023-2024 school  year, creating a new vision and mission statement for 

the school district and reviewing and implementing a strategic emergency manual for the 

district.  Periodically documents just need to be updated. 

Last spring Max Public School finished a 5-year cycle of school improvement with a team of 

five educators visiting with parents, students, teachers, staff and administration  to assess the 

overall performance of the school district.  Sometimes referred to as the report card.  Cognia 

replaced Advanced Ed for the school accreditation process.   

It was the recommendation of the last visitation team that the school district develop a new 
mission and vision statement that directs our strategic plan.  Teachers were asked to brain-
storm their thoughts and ideas of what they envision and this what they developed.  The new 
mission statement for the Max Public School “is to encourage students to dream about their 
futures, believe in their abilities, and assist in achieving their goals.  The new vision of the 
Max Public School is for students to invest in themselves and their communities through a 
comprehensive education to become lifelong learners and productive citizens in our ever 
changing world.” 

This past week Mrs.  Morgan and I enrolled in a couple of EduTech courses to familiarize our-

selves with NDMTSS (North Dakota Multi-Tier System of Support).  The focus being 

improving student success.  You might ask what is NDMTSS?  “. . . is a framework 

to provide all students with the best opportunities to succeed academically, social-

ly, emotionally, and behaviorally in school. NDTSS focuses on providing high-quality 

instruction and interventions matched to student need, monitoring progress fre-

quently to make decisions about changes in instruction or goals.  Data are used to 

allocate  resources to improve student learning and support staff implementation 

of effective practices.”  (DPI and REC Coops) 

Within the NDMTSS are five components that makeup a multi-tiered system.  The 

five components include: 1.  Assessment. 2.  Data-Based Decision Making.  3.  Multi

-Tier Instruction.  4.  Infrastructure and Support Mechanisms.  5.  Fidelity and Eval-

uation.  To sum it up it means that the school district commits to collect and re-

view data using the information to make wise decisions to optimize learning for 

individual students through research-based interventions. 

“TELL ME 

AND I  

FORGET. 

TEACH ME 

AND I  

REMEMBER. 

INVOLVE ME 

AND I 

LEARN.” 

Benjamin Franklin 
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Max FFA Advances to National Competition in Multiple Events 
 Josie Wenger, Max FFA Reporter 

 

The Max FFA submitted applications onto competition at the National FFA level following the ND State FFA Convention. They were selected to 
represent the ND FFA with multiple state proficiency winners in a variety of areas, an agriscience fair state winner, and finally as one of the top 
chapters in ND in the National Chapter category. Only state selected or state winning applications are able to advance to national competition. 
In areas of competition at the National FFA level, there can by multiple levels of competition. After the first round of competition, the Max FFA 
advanced in all areas sent onto National FFA Competition. 

 
Benjamin Scheresky was one of the four National FFA Proficiency Finalists in the nation in the area of Diver-
sified Crop Production Entrepreneurship. He will complete a final interview at the National FFA Convention 
in October. He has received $500 for being selected as a finalist and will have the opportunity to win an ad-
ditional $500 scholarship if he is chosen as the National winner in October. 
 
Taylor Johnson is one of the top ten National FFA Agriscience finalists chosen in the nation in the National 
FFA Agriscience Fair Division 5 of Social Sciences. She did her project on the Public’s Perception of Vertical 
Farming. She will participate in a Zoom interview in September. After her interview, a winner will be select-

ed. She will present her project at the National FFA Convention in late October and the winner will be announced at that time. 
 
The Max FFA submitted an FFA National Chapter application to state competition in June. Chapters have to complete several activities 
throughout the year. They put their goals and activities into the National FFA Chapter application process. During the ND State FFA Conven-
tion, the North Dakota FFA selected a percentage of applications that went onto national competition. The Max FFA application was one of 
those applications. Applications are then ranked as a 1, 2, or 3 star ranking based on the quality of their activities and applications at the na-
tional level. The Max FFA chapter was ranked as a 3-star chapter at a national level and will be recognized at the National FFA Convention in 
October. 
 
The Max FFA is very excited for all of our members great accomplishments to get to the National level and good luck to all of the participants 
competing nationally over the next couple months. 
 

Highlights from Miss Clapper 
 

 We have been working on lots here in 3rd grade.   

 Started the year learning about Life Cycles with watching the butterfly life cycle up close 
and personal. All our students and administration were able to release butterflies as 
well!  

 We’ve been very lucky to have special guests in our classroom to read to us and help us 
work on some projects. Our read aloud has been an important part of our comprehen-
sion practice. We even turned our classroom into Narnia after reading ‘The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe’ and we’ve even compared ‘The Witches’ by Roald Dahl’s book 
to the movie.  

 Of course, we needed to carve pumpkins in October to learn about how things grow 
and if different pumpkins have different insides. Our first set of pumpkins we carved 
with the 5th grade class and seniors were donated to the ‘Pumpkin Walk’ in Minot put 
on by the Minot Park District. Then we carved them on our own classroom to look at 
the insides and compare pumpkin to pumpkin.  

 I believe the more hands on we do, the more we learn and the memories we’ve cre-
ated are priceless. I cannot wait to see where these students go in the future.  
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Concert which we hope you will enjoy. Our band is also pumped 
up to share pep band tunes for the upcoming basketball sea-
son. I must say that it is truly a pleasure to get to share in song 
with the students of Max Public School.  

Drama students participate in  
region 8  
 Nyssa Stroschein, Drama Advisor  

 

The Max Drama Department competed in the Region 8 One-Act 
Play Competition held at Kenmare High School on November 
14th. This is the second year the school has competed in recent 
years. They performed "How to Survive Acting in a Bad Play 

Without Being Traumatized for Life" by Bradley 
Walton. Director Nyssa Stroschein and the actors are proud of 
their performance and are looking forward to next year.  

AD highlights  
 Leslie Talbott 
This fall brought beautiful weather for football, volleyball, and 
cross country!   

The Royals football team was formed in 2015 and continues to 
improve yearly.  Last year, the Royals earned their first win and 
this year, ended the season with a 2-7 record.  The Royals look 
to make improvements every year!  Athletes competing from 
Max were:  Cole Huesers, Maxim Zabolotney Dominic West-
man, Cayleb Whanger, Dalen Ruhland, Jayden Huesers, Tate 
Heer, Ace Gray, and Gabe Scheresky.  Cole Huesers earned an 
all-conference honorable mention.  Cheerleaders for the foot-
ball team were:  Adell Willoughby, Kylee Heer, Hailey Crum, and 
Madisyn Bostow.   

The volleyball team had a historic season. They started on Au-
gust 15th and ended on November 7th with a 4th place finish at 
the regional tournament in Minot.  The Royals 4th place finish 
was their first regional appearance in school history.  They were 
also one of the youngest teams in the district and regional tour-
nament. The Royals did not have one senior on the roster and 
will be returning next year with the same team. The future is 
bright and they are here to stay!  Volleyball players from Max 
were:  Madison Whiteowl, Nia Wohlk, Gracie Hauf, Delaney 
Hankel, Jaeda Wohlk, Hattie Heer, Brynlee Hankel, Makayla 
Clyde, Madisyn Bostow, and Kylei Wenger.   

While both the football and volleyball teams were formed in 
2015, this is the second year of the South Prairie-Max coop.   

The Max-South Prairie Cross Country team finished their fifth 
year in the coop.  Max had six runners and South Prairie had 
four.  Throughout the season, many PRs were achieved and 
miles ran.  McKenzie Hauf, Maycie Talbott, Nathan Samson, and 
Alysa Rice all qualified for the State meet.  Other Cossack run-
ners were:  Dalaney Ruhland, Gabe Magallon, Kierra Boedicker, 
Lainey Rockwell, Tyeson Hauf, and Uriah Schneekloth.  

Hats off to all of our athletes - you represent Max School very 
well.   

 

Website updates  
This fall the school updated its web page 
and moved a number of things around to 
make the site more user friendly.  Along 
with the updates, Apptegy, the company 
who develops websites for school districts 
and also hosts them, developed a new mo-
bile app that shows includes:  district up-
dates, school events, easy to find docu-
ments, and what’s for lunch.   
 
The web site will always be under some 
form of construction.  If you have any sugges-
tions to make the school website more user 
friendly please let us know.  Thanks to Mrs. Watts for all the work she 
has done.  You can do this by emailing me at                                        
larry.sebastian@k12.nd.us. 

NDMTSS is not new to North Dakota schools, but it is new to the 

Max Public School District.  NDMTSS will be implemented over a 

period of time, and time frame will be set forth by the leadership 

team.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Mrs. 

Morgan’s office.  

In my closing thoughts I want to say that you are all welcome to 

visit the school.  There are many good things happening within the 

walls of the school building.  It has been my goal to get as much 

news worthy events into the McLean County Independent.  The 

newsletter is to enhance that. 

Please take the time to visit with the teachers on a routine basis, 

and utilize PowerSchool frequently.  Don’t let grades get to an un-

satisfactory level before visiting the school.  

If you have any suggestions for the newsletter please let me know 

by emailing me at larry.sebastian@k12.nd.us. 

Happy Thanksgiving to You All!! 

From the desk of Mrs. Morgan  
 Robbi Jo Morgan, Elementary and Secondary School Principal 

Max School would like to start a Backpack Buddies program in our 
school.  Backpack Buddies is a program that partners between The 
Lord’s Pantry and Great Plains Food Bank.  This program will pro-
vide a backpack full of kid-friendly, shelf-stable food for children 
registered in the program to take home and eat over the weekend. 
If you would like to sponsor a child for $100 or any other monetary 
donation, please contact our office. (701-679-2685). Thank you.    

Comments from Mrs. Kersten  
 Holly Kersten, School Counselor 

On November 9, 2022, sophomores attended the Minot Career 
Expo at the North Dakota State Fair Center. Students were able to 
attend two speakers and participate in hands-on activities to learn 
about different trades and careers. Max sophomores listened to 
speakers on Banking/Finance, Restaurant Entrepreneurship, Na-
tional Guard Opportunities, Marketing/Advertising Videographer, 
Computer Science, Engineering, Law Enforcement, Government 
Leadership, Civil Engineering, Physical therapy, Occupational thera-
py, Athletic Training, and Speech and Language Pathology.   

 On November 16, 2022 Sources of Strength Peer Leaders partici-
pate in a Peer Leader Training. Students learned about Sources of 
Strength and the Wheel, discussed campaigns to share Sources of 
Strength with fellow classmates, and were able to plan events for 
the year. Sources of Strength mission is to provide the highest qual-
ity evidence-based prevention for suicide, violence, bullying and 
substance abuse by training, supporting, and empowering both 
peer leaders and caring adults to impact their world through the 
power of connection, hope, help and strength. Max Sources of 
Strength Peer Leaders are Trey Bennett-Boedicker, Brytin Hauf, 
Dawson Bostow, Carson Rockwell, Dalen Ruhland, Nia Wohlk, Kylee 
Heer, Maycie Talbott, Mckynlie Woitte, Makayla Clyde, Gabe 
Magallon, Eliza Wheeler, and Lanie Rockwell.   

 Red Ribbon/American Education Week was November 14-18. 
Dress-up days for the week were Country/Camo Day, Famous in a 
Small Town Day, Twin Day, Pajama Day, and Cossack Colors Day. 
Activities included:   

*Race @ Recess: Students in grades PreK-6 participated in a run-
ning race during recess on Tuesday, November 15.   

*Thankfulness Challenge: After announcements each day, all stu-
dents will write down on a sticky note what they were thankful for 
that day and add it to our Thankfulness Wall.   

*Unplug: Students who turn their phone into their teacher (first 
hour) and left it with them for the day, received a Cossack Pride 
Certificate.   

*Red Ribbon Scavenger Hunt: Each day, five red ribbons were hid-
den throughout the school. Students who found the Red Ribbon 
got a prize from Mrs. Kersten.   

There will be a Financial Aid and Curriculum Meeting at 7:00pm on 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022. If parents and students would like 
help filling out the FAFSA, we will have time set aside after the 
meeting to do that.   

 

Music department prepares for  

Christmas  
Daniel Starks 
The Max Music Department has been hard at work making 
music this year, and we are looking forward to being able to share 
it with everyone soon!  November 27th some of our 7-12 choir stu-
dents will be leading Christmas Carols for the Max Christmas Tree 
Lighting on Main Street. December 6th at 6:30 pm is our Christmas 
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Back Row from L to R: Mason Smith, Carson Rockwell, Josie Wenger, Lainey 
Rockwell, Dalaney Ruhland, Michael Zenz, Lora Rockwell. Front Row from L to R: 
Stetson Brandvold, Calen Rohrbach, Jaeda Wohlk, Katie Henne.  


