
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
NOVEMBER 5, 2019 BOND PROPOSAL &  

BUILDING and SITE SINKING FUND PROPOSAL 
 
1. What is on the Nov. 5 ballot? 
 

There are two Huron Valley Schools proposals on the November ballot. The first asks 
voters to consider a $182 million bond for a wide range of projects, including security 
enhancements, bus purchases and upgrades to HVS facilities that support academics, arts 
and athletics. The Building and Site Sinking Fund proposal will be a RENEWAL of the 
current BSSF millage structured to support curative repairs to facilities throughout the 
district.. 

 
2. How was this plan developed? 
 

More than 600 hours, involving 45 community members, parents, students and staff, were 
dedicated to developing this plan. Six steering committee meetings were held, as well as 
two community engagement sessions. A number of ideas, concepts and estimates were 
vetted in the process. Once the committee presented its recommendations to the Board of 
Education, the Board unanimously moved forward with placing the proposals on the 
November ballot. 

 
3. What are the features of the Nov. 5 proposal? 
 

The key features of the plan include enhancing safety and security throughout the school 
district, modernizing our classrooms and addressing imminent infrastructure issues at all 
facilities.  Matrices illustrating the safety/security, program and infrastructure upgrades 
planned at each school are included at the end of this FAQ document. 

 
4. What is the difference between a sinking fund millage and a bond proposal? 
 

A bond is a lump-sum dollar amount that a school district borrows through the sale of bonds 
in order to fund capital projects. Taxpayers pay the bond money back over a period of 
years with interest--similar to a home mortgage--by way of the debt millage levied by the 
district. This provides the district with the ability to fund major capital projects and program 
improvements without an impact to the general fund. 

 
A sinking fund millage is a limited property tax considered a pay-as-you-go method for 
addressing smaller building repairs and improvements. No debt or interest payments are 
incurred with a sinking fund. A district can levy a sinking fund millage for a limited number 
of years, as provided in the ballot proposal. HVS currently has a .9109 mill sinking fund that 
generates approximately $2.1 million annually.  
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5. In recent years, Huron Valley School voters have supported a sinking fund millage 

renewal. Why do we need this bond proposal? 
 

We are grateful the HVS community has supported a 10-year sinking fund, which has 
supported critical projects throughout the school district. The sinking fund provides 
approximately $2.1 million annually to address the most urgently needed repairs in the 
school district. Given that the average age of our buildings is approximately 40 years, 
sinking fund dollars are not adequate to address major upgrades and capital improvements. 
Additionally, unlike the bond program, sinking fund dollars may not be used for classroom 
furniture or equipment updates. 

 
6. How will the bond proposal impact students and the community? 
 

It is the district’s goal to continue to provide facilities that support 21st century teaching and 
to advance learning conditions and methods of instruction to better prepare students for 
meeting the expectations and demands of employers and colleges/universities in the future. 
Additionally, the Board of Education believes that the upgrades that have been identified in 
the assessment process, and given high priority by the professional team, support proper 
stewardship of the community’s investment in our schools. 

 
7. What are the technology features of the Nov. 5 bond? 
 

● Replace staff and student computers 
● Replace current student Chromebooks and provide more to expand student access  
● Replace classroom projectors and interactive whiteboards with longer-lasting 

interactive flat panel displays 
● Install classroom sound amplification systems 
● Replace classroom document cameras 
● Ensure every building has projectors for assemblies and evening events 
● Replace video production equipment 
● Provide consistent digital signage district-wide 
● Replace network and wireless infrastructure for speed and capacity 
● Extend network and wireless to athletic stadiums 
● Replace data center equipment 
● Replace phone system 
● Replace clock systems 
● Install infrastructure and equipment related to building additions and STEAM 

renovations 
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8. What is “active learning space” and why is it important in schools today? 
 

Collaborative or active learning space within a school allows students to learn effectively in 
groups, encouraging each other to ask questions, explain and justify their opinions, 
articulate their reasoning, and elaborate and reflect upon their knowledge.  The teacher 
acts as a facilitator, helping students with their research and guiding them through the 
learning process. 
 
Many have found this to be beneficial in helping students learn effectively and efficiently 
versus more traditional independent learning alone.  Some positive results from 
collaborative learning activities have been documented in research and include: 
 
● students are able to learn more material by engaging with one another and making sure 

everyone understands 
● students retain more information from thoughtful discussion 
● students have a more positive attitude about learning and about each other by working 

together 
  

In order to create active learning space, we need to provide the resources for information 
processing, collaboration, assistance, and management of the learning activities.  These 
include technology, flexible furniture that allows for different configurations, appropriate 
lighting, and finishes. 

 
9. Why is the design and planning of specific building projects not complete? 
 

If approved by the voters, the detailed design of the projects would take place. The detailed 
design of a building program is costly and will not be completed for practical/financial 
reasons unless the bond issue is approved by the community. The details of this overall 
Facilities Plan will take the team months of work with input from staff, community members, 
and other professionals. 

 
10. Why is it important to attract and retain students in the school district? 
 

Public schools in Michigan receive money on a per-pupil basis. That means that attracting 
and retaining students is critical. The quality of our programs and facilities plays a role in 
both of these areas.    If approved by the voters, the bond program would upgrade facilities 
to support updated teaching methods, improve operational efficiencies in our facilities, 
provide progressive learning environments, and protect and maintain the community’s past 
investment in our school buildings.  Parents have choices regarding where their children 
will receive an education. It is the intent of the District and Board of Education to maintain 
its reputation for providing quality programs and facilities in order to attract and retain 
students. 

 
  

 

August 13, 2019 3 



Huron Valley Schools - Bond/BSSF 2019 Frequently Asked Questions 

11. How are neighboring districts addressing the aging condition of their school 
buildings? 
 

Neighboring districts have experienced the same issue of aging buildings.  Bond programs 
have been approved and implemented all around us, including Waterford, Walled Lake, 
Hartland and Holly.  In today’s competitive environment, districts seek every advantage. 
The following chart includes our neighboring districts’ current bond and sinking fund millage 
rates. 

Comparison of Total Capital Improvement Millage 
(HVS & Surrounding Communities) 

 

 

 
12. What is the estimated cost of the bond projects and the BSSF projects? 
 

Elementary School & Early Childhood Upgrades $63,054,569 

Middle School Upgrades $28,331,148 

High School Upgrades $92,167,712 

District-wide Support Buildings, Services & Equipment 
   (including Buses and Furniture Replacement) 

$21,028,430 

Total Program Cost (Bond & BSSF Projects)     $204,581,859 
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13. How much would the bond proposal and the renewal of the BSSF millage proposal 
cost the average taxpayer? 

 
It is estimated that if voters approve the bond proposal and renew the BSSF, the current 
combined millage rate of 7 debt mills and .9109 sinking fund would remain the same.  Thus, 
it is estimated that there will be no increase over the current millage rate.  Funds would be 
generated for this bond proposal through an extension of the present debt and sinking fund 
millage rates. 

 
 
14. Can I deduct these property taxes on my income tax return? 

 
Property taxes may be deductible as itemized deductions on your federal income tax return 
if you itemize. You may also be eligible for the Michigan Homestead Property Tax Credit on 
your Michigan income tax return. Please consult with your tax preparer to determine 
eligibility. 

 
15. What exactly is the Michigan Homestead Property Tax Credit? 
 

The Michigan homestead property tax credit is a method through which some taxpayers 
can receive a tax credit for an amount of their property tax that exceeds a certain 
percentage of their household income. This program establishes categories under which 
homeowners or renters are eligible for a homestead property tax credit. 
 
Please consult with your tax preparer to determine if you are eligible for this important and 
valuable tax credit.  

 
16. Economically, is this a good time for a bond proposal? 
 

The projects to be financed by way of the bonding proposal will enable the District to meet 
current and future facility needs at no projected increase to the current debt millage rate. 
Facility needs that were identified in the recent audit were prioritized due to their age and 
end of useful life. These items will not disappear; they will only worsen with age, as the 
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consultant indicated in the aging charts.  In addition, construction costs recently have been 
rising after hitting very low points a few years ago.  Delaying these improvements may 
result in higher construction costs in the future. Current interest rates on school bonds are 
near historic lows.  If approved by the voters, the district would have to pay a smaller 
amount of interest to bond holders for the bonds than it would at another time should rates 
hold, thus maximizing taxpayer dollars. The value and vitality of a community often rests on 
the quality and marketability of its schools.  A bond program can provide opportunities for 
local contractors and businesses to participate in the economic benefits of a construction 
program, thus providing economic stimulus to a community. It allows the district to preserve 
general fund dollars for instruction and classroom needs by providing a dedicated funding 
source to address identified and prioritized site, facility, athletic, and equipment upgrades.  

 
17. What if the bond proposal or sinking fund millage proposal doesn’t pass? 
 

Over the past decade, severe cuts in school funding coupled with the rising cost of 
operating the school system put tremendous pressure on the district’s general operating 
fund.  Failure to approve the bond proposal will mean the district will have to delay 
much-needed improvements, and that any emergency improvements to address potential 
safety issues at the district’s facilities will have to be paid for with reprioritized sinking fund 
dollars or with general operating funds that would otherwise go to support educational 
programs for students.  Additionally, program enhancements such as the STEM/STEAM 
labs and transforming our classrooms to meet modern learning methods, would be put on 
hold, potentially impacting opportunities and programs for our students. 
 

18. Can money from the bond program and/or the BSSF millage be used to pay for 
salaries and benefits? 

 
No, that is against state law. Bond dollars cannot be used for operational expenses such as 
employee salaries, repairs, maintenance, or energy costs. Bond program funds must be 
accounted for separately from general operating funds.  All bond and sinking fund 
expenditures are also subject to audit. 

 
19. Please explain what bond program money can cover and what it can’t. 
 

Bond proceeds cannot be used for the following items: 
● Salaries and wages 
● General operating expenses and maintenance 
● Classroom supplies and textbooks 
  

Bond proceeds can be used for the following items: 
● Construction and remodeling of facilities 
● Purchase of technology equipment 
● Equipment and furniture 
● Site improvements 
● Bus purchases 
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20. What are the key dates leading up to the Nov. 5 election? 
 

Voter registration procedures have changed since the last election.  
 
October 21, 2019 – Last day to register in any manner other than in person with the local 
clerk for the November election. 
October 22 – November 5th at 8pm – In-person registration with local clerk with proof of 
residency. 
November 1 up to 5pm – Deadline for electors to obtain an absent voter ballot via First 
Class mail. 
November 4 up to 4pm – Deadline for electors to obtain an absent voter ballot in person in 
clerk’s office. 
November 5, 2019 – Election Day registrants may obtain and vote an absent voter ballot in 
person in clerk’s office or vote in person in the proper precinct. 
 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 5, 2019. 

 
21. Why is Huron Valley putting an initiative on the ballot in an off-year election? Doesn’t 

that mean the school district has to pay for the election? 
 

The decision was made to conduct an election in November based on need for investment 
in our school buildings. If approved by voters, proceeds from bond sales will allow work to 
begin in summer 2020. The cost to the school district for the election will be mitigated by 
Oakland Community College also placing a question on the ballot countywide. 

 
22. Where do I register to vote? 
 

To vote in the November 5, 2019 bond election, you must be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 
years of age by Election Day, a resident of Michigan and of Huron Valley Schools. Please 
visit your local township or city clerk to register to vote or visit any Secretary of State office. 

 
23. If I cannot make it to the polls on Nov. 5 what are my options for absentee voting? 
 

Due to the passage of the statewide ballot proposal in November 2018, all eligible and 
registered voters in Michigan may now request an absent voter ballot without providing a 
reason. 
  

Applications for Absentee Ballots are available: 
·         On-line at www.michigan.gov/vote 
·         In your school building offices 
·         At your City Clerk’s office 

  
Note:  Once election ballots are available in the clerk’s office, you can walk into your clerk’s 
office, receive an absentee application, fill it out, and immediately be given your ballot to cast your 
vote. 
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24. Where do I vote? 
 

If you are not certain what your voting precinct is, please go to https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/ 
to check your voter status. 
 
COMMERCE TOWNSHIP  
PRECINCT 7 COUNTRY OAKS ELEMENTARY, 5070 S DUCK LK RD COMMERCE TOWNSHIP, 
MI 48382  (DUCK LK RD SOUTH OF COMMERCE RD)  
PRECINCT 8 OAK VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL, 4200 WHITE OAK TRAIL COMMERCE 
TOWNSHIP, MI 48382 (DUCK LAKE ROAD SOUTH OF COMMERCE RD)  
 
HIGHLAND TOWNSHIP  
PRECINCT 1 HIGHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 680 WEST LIVINGSTON RD 
HIGHLAND, MI 48357 
PRECINCT 2 SPRING MILLS ELE 3150 HARVEY LAKE RD HIGHLAND, MI 48356  
PRECINCT 3 HIGHLAND ELE 300 W LIVINGSTON HIGHLAND, MI 48357 
PRECINCT 4 HIGHLAND ELE 300 W LIVINGSTON HIGHLAND, MI 48357  
PRECINCT 5 SPRING MILLS ELE 3150 HARVEY LAKE RD HIGHLAND, MI 48356  
PRECINCT 6 CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 3700 HARVEY LAKE RD HIGHLAND, MI 48356  
PRECINCT 7 CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 3700 HARVEY LAKE RD HIGHLAND, MI 48356 
PRECINCT 8 HIGHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 680 WEST LIVINGSTON RD 
HIGHLAND, MI 48357  
 
MILFORD TOWNSHIP  
PRECINCT 1 KURTZ ELEMENTARY 1350 KURTZ DRIVE MILFORD, MI 48381 
PRECINCT 2 JOHNSON ELEMENTARY 515 GENERAL MOTORS DR MILFORD, MI 48381  
PRECINCT 3 JOHNSON ELEMENTARY 515 GENERAL MOTORS DR MILFORD, MI 48381  
PRECINCT 4 MUIR MIDDLE SCHOOL 425 GEORGE ST MILFORD, MI 48381 Handicap  
PRECINCT 5 ST GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 801 E COMMERCE ST MILFORD, MI 48381  
PRECINCT 6 MILFORD CIVIC CENTER 1100 ATLANTIC MILFORD, MI 48381  
PRECINCT 7 MILFORD SENIOR CTR 1050 ATLANTIC MILFORD, MI 48381  
PRECINCT 8 MILFORD LIBRARY 330 FAMILY DRIVE MILFORD, MI 48381  
 
WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP  
PRECINCT 1 DUBLIN COMM CTR 685 UNION LAKE RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48386 
PRECINCT 2 DUBLIN SCHOOL 9260 SANDYSIDE WHITE LAKE, MI 48386  
PRECINCT 3 WHITE LAKE MIDDLE SC 1450 BOGIE LAKE RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48383  
PRECINCT 4 TWP HALL 7525 HIGHLAND RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48383 
PRECINCT 5 HOUGHTON SCHL 8080 ELIZABETH LAKE RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48386 (1/4 MILE 
W OF ELIZABETH LK RD)  
PRECINCT 6 WHITE LAKE OAKS GOLF 991 WILLIAMS LAKE RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48386 (1/4 
OF MILE S OF M-59)  
PRECINCT 7 OXBOW COMM SCHL 100 OXBOW LAKE RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48386 (1/4 MILE W 
OF ELIZ LK RD, ON N SIDE OF OXBOW LAKE) 
PRECINCT 8 WHITE LAKE PRESBY CHU 4805 HIGHLAND RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48383 (E OF 
ORMOND RD W OF BOGIE LAKE RD)  
PRECINCT 9 ST PATRICKS CHU HALL 9086 HUTCHINS RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48386  
PRECINCT 10 LAKEWOOD ELEM 1500 BOGIE LAKE RD. WHITE LAKE, MI 48383  
PRECINCT 11 GRACE CHURCH 220 BOGIE LAKE ROAD WHITE LAKE, MI 48383  
PRECINCT 12 ST PATRICKS CHU HALL 9086 HUTCHINS RD WHITE LAKE, MI 48386  
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25. Who may I contact if I have additional questions? 
 

Please feel free to contact: 
Dr. Paul Salah, Superintendent @ paul.salah@hvs.org 
Or 
Kim Root, Executive Director School Safety, Communications & Strategic Initiatives @ 
kim.root@hvs.org. 
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26. How will the bond proposal and BSSF millage proposal appear on the ballot? 
 

I. 
HURON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BONDING PROPOSAL 
 
Shall Huron Valley School District, Oakland and Livingston Counties, Michigan, borrow the 
sum of not to exceed One Hundred Eighty-Two Million Dollars ($182,000,000) and issue its 
general obligation unlimited tax bonds therefore, in one or more series, for the purpose of: 

 
erecting, furnishing, and equipping additions to and remodeling, furnishing and          
refurnishing, and equipping and re-equipping school buildings and other facilities          
for safety, security, and other purposes; acquiring and installing instructional          
technology in school buildings; acquiring land for parking lots; purchasing school           
buses; and erecting, furnishing, equipping, preparing, developing, and improving         
playgrounds, playfields, athletic fields and facilities, and site?  
 

The following is for informational purposes only: 
 

The estimated millage that will be levied for the proposed bonds in 2020 is 2.97 mills ($2.97 
on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a -0- mill net increase over the prior year’s levy. 
The maximum number of years the bonds of any series may be outstanding, exclusive of 
any refunding, is eleven (11) years. The estimated simple average annual millage 
anticipated to be required to retire this bond debt is 4.62 mills ($4.62 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation). 
 
The school district does not expect to borrow from the State to pay debt service on the 
bonds. The total amount of qualified bonds currently outstanding is $54,237,383. The total 
amount of qualified loans currently outstanding is $0.00. The estimated computed millage 
rate may change based on changes in certain circumstances. 
 
(Pursuant to State law, expenditure of bond proceeds must be audited, and the proceeds 
cannot be used for repair or maintenance costs, teacher, administrator or employee 
salaries, or other operating expenses.) 
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II. 
 

HURON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SINKING FUND MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL 

 
This proposal will allow the school district to continue to levy the building and 
site sinking fund millage that expires with the 2019 tax levy. 

 
Shall the currently authorized millage rate of .9109 mill ($.9109 on each $1,000 of taxable               
valuation) which may be assessed against all property in Huron Valley School District,             
Oakland and Livingston Counties, Michigan, be renewed for a period of 10 years, 2020 to               
2029, inclusive, to continue to provide for a sinking fund for the purchase of real estate for                 
sites for, and the construction or repair of, school buildings, and all other purposes              
authorized by law; the estimate of the revenue the school district will collect if the millage is                 
approved and levied in 2020 is approximately $2,517,750 (this is a renewal of millage that               
will expire with the 2019 tax levy)? 
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