
McKenzie School District 
  School Board Meeting 

 
                                                                    May 26, 2021 

Due to Power Outage the May 19, 2021 meeting is 
 Rescheduled to May 26, 2021 

 
 

Meeting will be livestreamed viewing available at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC14_qR6FmaelclIzi4UMCeQ/videos 

 Submit Public Comment to public.comment@mckenziesd.org all comments submitted before 
noon on May 18th  will be presented to the Board for review and submission to the meeting 

minutes.  
If you would like to give comments live via Zoom please 

email public.comment@mckenziesd.org by noon on Tuesday, May 18th .  The first 10 people to 
email in will be allowed to give comments.  Anyone not selected for this meeting will be given 

priority for giving comments at the next regular board meeting. 
Budget Committee Meeting 5:00 P.M. 

Regular School Board Meeting 6:30 P.M. 
                        Executive Session Superintendent Evaluation ORS 192.660 (2)(i). 

   
6:34 P.M. Meeting called to Order by Kent Roberts 
Present:  Alyssa Brownlee, Kent Roberts, Elaine Bryson, Patence Winningham, Melissa Norlund 
Absent: Tim Halloran  
 
Kent Roberts, acting board chair, announced the executive session for tonight is canceled. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Kent Roberts introduced Dan Harold, newly elected board member to position 2.  
Dan has lived on Goodpasture Road for six years, his house was lost in the wildfire. He plans to 
rebuild. He is looking forward to being on the school board and making positive contributions.   
 
COMMUNITY COMMENTS 
 
No comments were received for the board meeting tonight. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Actions that are routine or usually call for no discussion, such as approving 
minutes of previous meetings, acceptance of donations and similar actions, 
often handled together in one vote by the Board. 
  
1. Minutes Regular School Board and Budget Orientation Workshop Minutes April 21, 

2021 
2. Approval of Financial Report/Statements  
3. Acceptance of Donations -None 
4. Personnel 
5. Enrollment 

 
Melissa Norlund  moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Elaine Bryson and 
unanimously approved. 
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REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
 
District Report 
 Superintendent /Principal – Lane Tompkins 
 
Good evening esteemed members of the board, 
 
There are some new building issues that are popping up with our high school septic system. The 
decision on the long term fix is dependent on the election results as the drainfield is currently located 
in the baseball field. 
 
We are still working closely with our insurance and FEMA. This week Wendy and I met with PACE 
and WHA as well as our weekly FEMA meeting. We are still trying to get a replacement price from 
PACE on the grandstands. They were great to add back the storage building which apparently had 
been removed from our inventory last year. Our insurance agent from WHA is taking a more active 
role and we will now set up some face to face meetings to try to get more forward movement. 
Patence, I brought up the 406 funds to our OEM PDMG, he said he would follow up but he has yet to. 
I will email him after I send this to you all. Wendy and I will meet with our insurer Wednesday the 2nd. 
It is my hope that we will have a final amount ready to go from them. Some good news, we were able 
to have an electrician trouble shoot five of our seven field light poles, they now work. The other two 
had clear fire damage, a third is working but shuts off after being on and heating up, a symptom 
consistent with heat damage. Overall, progress is being made. 
 
I have been working with state and federal legislators to secure funding for the district through the 
state and federal earmarks. We have submitted to Senator Prozanski a request for $700,000 to 
replace the roof and waterproof the new gym as well as bury the fiber optic run that will be 
constructed as a part of our Project Overcome project. 
 
I have submitted to Senator Wyden and Merkley a request for around $500,000 to scale up our CTE 
Construction Technology program to build tiny homes and eventually full sized homes in the Blue 
River area. This request would secure tools, land, expertise to grow a program that will benefit our 
students and community. I have been collaborating with Lane ESD and an industry partner at Pivot 
Architecture. The Construction Technology teacher posting is up on our website if you know someone 
who might be a good fit. A license is not a requirement if folks are willing to work through a licensure 
pathway with the ESD. 
 
Senator Wyden and Merkley will be on campus next Tuesday to discuss our internet project, I am 
looking forward to showing them McKenzie and filling them in a bit more about our projects. 
 
I recently connected with Matt McRae from Lane County about supporting his work, we discussed the 
possibility of utilizing our property in Blue River for needed housing either working with a county 
program that is yet to be funded to improve land for RV pads or by connecting with Homes for Good 
to gauge their interest in a family affordable housing project. I will keep you posted on developments 
as any use of our property would more than likely require your approval. Today, Lacey and I met with 
Matt McRae and Laurel O’Rouke from Lane County. We will be hosting two resource workers on 
campus to help our community recover. They will begin working out of our campus in a couple of 
weeks and will mostly be working in the field with folks rebuilding. They will use our space as a home 
base to start and end their day. 
 
Brent, Lacey and I continue planning for our summer session. We are looking at a four week program, 
four days a week spanning July 6th-29th. The elementary program will look like rotating camps of art, 
technology or sports/recreation activities. The high school program will allow students to gain credit 
while offering service to the community in supporting the camps mentioned previously as well as work 
with the McKenzie Watershed Council, USFS and other partners to do restoration work. There will 
also be an option for students to construct resources for the community along the same lines of the 
shed project. It may not be sheds but it will be something that will make folks lives better while they 
recover. 



 
You will see in the budget, there are many federal resources that have been given to schools. There 
has been a lot of thought put into making sure all streams of income work together optimally. These 
investments include adding additional custodial staff, purchasing a new bus and hiring an Assistant 
Principal to help manage the work in the buildings that I have been pulled away from with the 
increased district level demands of COVID and the wildfire recovery. The hope is to have Brent take 
on the Principal duties and the new hire will handle more of the student behavior duties. This will start 
as a one year hire but there are some federal funds that could fund this position for another year. 
Although we have fewer students on site, we have more adult staff members on campus then we 
have in years past, supporting them to be better able to support our students will be vital in the 
coming years. 
 
The charter board met last month to discuss a resolution to transfer school governance to you all. 
There was no quorum present so no action was taken. They will meet again next week. 
 
Building Report-Brent Mesiter 
 
Hello Members of the Board, 
 
There are less than 12 school days remaining in the 2020-2021 school year.  Staff and students in 
both buildings are working hard to finish projects and figure out the best way to celebrate students 
given our unusual circumstances with the pandemic.  We are finding that there are many end of the 
year activities and celebrations that we will have to alter in order to make them work.  One example 
would be the annual awards assemblies across grades.  As a staff, we are currently working to plan 
for smaller cohorts attending an assembly that can be live streamed for parents, as they would 
otherwise not be able to attend.  We are also working with teachers to plan a field day celebration for 
elementary, and a middle school celebration as well.  
 
Kindergarten Round-up will happen virtually in a week. We plan to have a tour of campus, bus ride, 
and visit the classroom in August for incoming students and parent/guardians. State Testing will take 
place on June 1st and 2nd for grades 7, 8 and 11, and June 6th and 7th for grades 3-6.  As was 
discussed in the last Board meeting, the waiver to release the requirement for state assessments was 
denied at the Federal level, and the new requirements are reduced when compared to a typical year.  
In accordance with ODE’s guidance this year, students will be tested in one subject area per grade in 
3-6 and 2 areas for grades 7, 8 and 11.  Information regarding testing has been sent out to families as 
well as opt-out paperwork. 
 
Graduation is scheduled for June 12 at 11am in the Old Gym.  Mr. Day and Peggy Campbell are the 
12th grade advisors working directly to organize the ceremony, and they are doing a great job with the 
logistics.  We are planning on a traditional graduation ceremony, and limiting the number of guests to 
11 per graduate at this time.  This number does not include staff members that are also participating.  
If metrics or guidance changes for schools, we would consider altering the allowed number of guests 
per graduate or adjusting capacity accordingly.  Given everything we have been through since the last 
graduation, it will be nice to have a more familiar ceremony this year, and I’m excited the graduates 
will get to walk together.   
 
Even in these difficult circumstances, there are many amazing projects happening at MRCS.  One 
great example of this is collaboration between Ms. Sieminski in 8th grade music and Ms. Christensen 
in 8th grade social studies.  Students are using skills learned in Music Technology and creating their 
own sound tracks to accompany lyrics they are composing to explain why and how The Constitution 
was drafted.  It is very Hamiltonesque, and it has been very fun to see our teachers’ and students' 
creativity at work.  Mr. Culp is leading a Tech Ed course for the elementary teachers.  They are 
learning how to teach K-6 students various coding techniques.  These are a couple of examples of the 
many fun and engaging activities students and staff are participating in.  Additionally, Mr. Day is 
working with the USFS to plant a pollinator garden next to the old garden site.  Ms. Corey’s class is 
doing an Oral history project with MEF. 
 



Looking to summer, we are going ahead with a Summer Enrichment Program from July 6 - July 29.  It 
will run 4 days a week from 8-12:30, and daycare for grades K-5 will go until 5pm.  Meals and 
transportation will be provided.  Students K-8 will have the opportunity to explore many different areas 
including Art with the Lane Arts Council, Music, Recreation, Restoration, and Technology Education 
and Robotics.  High School students will be able to do service learning work with our teachers to 
provide instruction to the younger students while earning credit and pay.  In addition to these 
activities, high school students will also be able to participate in construction projects again to give 
back to our community.  So far, we have close to 50 students K-8 and 15 high school participants.  
We will continue to work with our participating staff and community partners to finalize details as we 
get closer to the start date.  Another opportunity through Connected Lane County, Onward Eugene 
and the BOZ Institute is available for 10th-12th grade students in the area of science to do graduate 
level research this summer.   Mr. Day is working with students to gauge interest in participating in 
online courses/research work for 6 weeks over the summer.  Connected Lane County will pay 
students for their work and students can earn credit as well as gaining valuable post-secondary 
research skills.   
 
Track and field season has wrapped, and currently do not have enough participants to field a 
basketball team.  We hope to have more interest in the Fall.   
 
As you are all acutely aware, this has been a year like no other.  Although we have all been faced with 
circumstances that have seemed insurmountable, I’d like to note that our school community has faced 
this adversity with resilience and grace and is able to band together to do what is right and best for 
students no matter the conditions.  It is not always easy, but we have a great team to lean on and 
work alongside at MRCS.  
 
 
Financial  
 
Wendy reviewed the financial information 
 
April  Revenue    $149,605 
         Expenditures      $269,244 
Revenue Received 92%  Capitol Projects  Revenue $85,780.26  -   log revenue                                     
Expenditures          70% Capitol Projects  Expenditures $52,129.07- $32,937.19 for property survey 
                                   $19,191.88 for log hauling 
District Accounts Payable 
Ck # 19208-19275 133,699.84 
Payroll 
Ck # 4290-4298     $12,543.35 
V # 11902-11947   $119,704.98 
High School Student Body 
Ck # 10898-10902 $2,523.26 
Elementary Student Body – No checks 
 
Bond  
 
Lane reported Measure 20-321 failed to pass 221-285. 
We are currently taking stock of the most pressing facilities needs and working with partners to secure 
funding to make those projects happen. Although our facilities are in need, we need to take the 
opportunity to catch our breaths after running in back to back elections and re-evaluate a long term  
approach for either two or four years out. 
 
 
 
 
 



ACTION ITEMS 
 
School Calendar 2021-2022 
Lane explained there are two options for next year's calendar. These were built on the assumption 
that we will be able to return to "business as usual" with potentially some masking and spacing 
considerations. This would include the number of student days and length of days. 
 
Option 1 would have us start with our traditional post Labor Day start. We have put Sept 7th as a non-
student staff workday to allow staff to participate in any community remembrances of last year's fire.  
Option 2 would have us start earlier in August, getting us out a little earlier in June. We again would 
have the 7th as a staff day.  
Lane said the Certified Staff preferred option 1 with the student start date September 8th, this 
was his recommendation also. 
 
Elaine Bryson moved to approved calendar option 1 – In-service/Teacher days beginning August 30, 
2021 with student start day September 8, 2021, seconded by Alyssa Brownlee and unanimously 
approved. 
 
MEA Contract 
 
Lane reported the MEA has ratified the agreement negotiated last April. Highlights include it being a 2 
year contract with step advancement for those eligible, language clean up around academic credit 
accrual, a new hire orientation, a 2.25% cola both years and a $75 insurance increase in year one 
and $100 in year two. 
 
Kent Roberts moved to approve the MEA Contract 2021-2023 as presented, seconded by Alyssa 
Brownlee and unanimously approved. 
 
OSEA Contract 
 
Lane reported the McKenzie Chapter of OSEA has voted to ratify the agreement negotiated at the end 
of April. Highlights include it being a 3 year contract with steps each year for those able, contract 
language clean up around membership and rights, $50 increase in insurance each year, restoration of 
vacation for classified employees in all classifications, year one includes a 3% cola and year 2 & 3 
have a 2% cola.  
 
We hope both associations feel the level of appreciation the district has for them during these trying 
times and recognize the investment made into making McKenzie a workplace with competitive pay. 
 
Alyssa Brownlee moved to approve the OSEA Contract 2021-2024 as presented, seconded by 
Melissa Norlund and unanimously approved. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS   
 

• Kent and Patience thanked the budget committee for their hard work.  
Kent noted that we always get the budget approved in May 

• Patience suggested the board start thinking about goals and Melissa suggested OSBA 
training during the new school year. 

 
FUTURE AGENDA 
 
Budget Hearing June 16, 2021 5:15 P.M. 
Regular School Board meeting 5:30 P.M. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT  7:33 P.M.  Melissa Norlund moved to adjourn, seconded by Patence 
Winningham, and unanimously approved. 
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