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September 7, 2022
Milan Community Sports Fans,

One common question | get asked from community members is what
can | do to help our Sports Programs at Milan C-2? Beyond getting
involved with our fantastic Milan Athletic Booster Club in a variety of
ways — another HUGE need we have is for MSHSAA Registered Officials.
It is a dire need because without officials we can’t have games!

Our state has a significant deficit in Officials for ALL SPORTS - as many
Officials are retiring without new ones to replace them. Just yesterday,
Tuesday September 6%, several areas schools had to cancel games due
to lack of baseball/softball umpires. Also many area schools have had to
move Friday Night Football Games to Thursday evenings or Saturdays
due to the Officials shortage. Things are only going to get worse — until
we find more officials. There have already been several contests this fall
in Milan that were in danger of being cancelled due to official’s
availability.

Registering to be a MSHSAA Official is not as difficult as you think. You
first register online for certain sports and then MSHSAA sends you a
Rule Book. After you pass a Sport-Specific Rules Test and order the gear
needed — you are ready to officiate! Currently we have only 1 part-time
registered official that resides in Milan for basketball and football. We
currently have 0 registered officials that live in Milan for baseball,
softball and track. The pay is competitive and many schools pay
mileage/travel costs associated with the event. It is a rewarding way to
make some extra money, stay connected to the sports you love and
help our young people have opportunities to compete.

If you are interested in starting the process to become an official —
please don’t hesitate to contact me. | can help with starting things and
get you connected with local officials to begin scheduling games. Thank
you for considering helping our student-athletes in this way!
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