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2022 ABERDEEN CENTRAL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Presented by the Hall of Fame Committee 
and the Aberdeen Public Schools
Foundation.  Brief biographies for each
inductee are featured on page 3. Full
biographies will be featured this summer
on the Foundation’s website at 
www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org.

Duane Alm, ASD ’62-22
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Congratulations to the Aberdeen Central Class of 2022!  We 
wish them much success as they fly to new heights.  We look forward 
to hearing about how they change our world for the better.  

We are especially pleased to welcome back to Aberdeen our class 
reunion groups this summer and fall!  If your class reunion is not yet 
on our schedule, please contact the Foundation office.  I hope that 
everyone has a wonderful time in Aberdeen making new memories 
with old friends!

Take care of each other, stay safe and be well!

Go Eagles!!

Executive Director, Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc.

Looking Ahead: 
• August 15-21, 2022 - Brown County Fair
• August 23, 2022 - First Day of School!
• September 16, 2022 - CHS Homecoming
• September 17, 2022 - CHS Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony

FROM THE DIRECTORVOLUME 16, ISSUE 2
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation 
empowers all students to succeed in a 
changing world.  We promote excellence in 
education by forging partnerships among 
our schools, community and alumni.  Our 
support of students and staff fulfills crucial 
and timely K-12 classroom, school and 
district needs not met by other sources.

Published twice a year for the
Aberdeen Public Schools alumni and
friends.

Aberdeen Public Schools
Foundation, Inc.
Gretchen Sharp, Executive Director
1224 S 3rd St.
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198
Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org
or like/follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation
2021-22 Board Members
Marshall Lovrien ’99, President
Sue Gates ’70, Vice President
Lynn Hanson, Past President
Tom Janish, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Becky Guffin, Superintendent
Michyl Cahoy ‘11
Mike Hagen ‘83
Ed Hunstad ‘62
Lynn Karrigan
Merle Klein ‘53
Brad Olson, ‘74
Courtney Rott Jr, ‘84
Steven Schaeffer, ‘74
Tyler Wenbourne ‘01

Foundation Annual Report 2021-22
The Blue and Gold Alumni & Friends 
Newsletter contains an annual update 
of the work of the Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation, grants awarded, 
funds established in 2021-22, and 
donations from November 2021 
through April 2022. As such, this 
publication is also the Foundation 
Annual Report. The Foundation’s tax 
return is available for viewing at the 
Foundation office. The Aberdeen 
Public Schools Foundation is a 501 (c)
(3) non-profit organization.

Saturday, September 17, 2022 
At Central High School, 2200 South Roosevelt Street, Aberdeen, SD 

5:00 p.m. - Hall of Fame Social, CHS Commons Area 
     5:30 p.m. - Hall of Fame Banquet, CHS Commons Area

After dinner guests will be directed to the Thomas F. Kelly Theatre for the Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony and entertainment.  A dessert reception will follow in 
the CHS Commons Area.

Ticket information: Banquet Tickets are $35 per person. ($40 per person after 
September 10.)
 
Tickets may be purchased after July 1 through the foundation website at www.
AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org or Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation 
office at 1224 S 3rd St., Aberdeen SD, 57401.  Contact the Foundation Office 
at 605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us. If you would like to sponsor an 
inductee’s tickets for $70, please contact Gretchen! 

2022 HALL OF FAME
BANQUET & CEREMONY
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The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is pleased to 
announce the Aberdeen Central High School Hall of Fame 
Class of 2022: 

ACADEMICS/ACHIEVEMENT

Dr. Arlo F. Fossum, Class of 1964 
– A pre-eminent international research 
scientist and engineer, Fossum has 
received numerous accolades for his 
work at Sandia National Laboratories 
developing revolutionary paradigms, 
structural analysis methods, and material 
models for NASA, BP and other industries.

Dr. Susan M. (Adams) Keil, Class of 
1985 – Keil owns and operates her own 
state of the art small animal and equine 
ophthalmology clinic.  She specializes 
in cataract surgery, corneal disease and 
ophthalmic manifestations of systemic 
disease.

Dr. David Woodruff Smith, Class of 
1962 – An author, teacher, international 
presenter and philosopher, Smith is 
widely published in his specialty areas 
of phenomenology (studying structures 
of conscious experience) and ontology 
or metaphysics (studying structures of 
reality).

FINE ARTS

Terry Finley, Class of 1981 – Starting 
as part of the Dan Reed Network team, 
Finley has honed his craft and traveled 
the world as tour manager for a number 
of groups including Little River Band, 
Chicago, Pat Benatar and Tower of Power.

Dr. James Weaver, Class of 2001 – A 
teacher and administrator at the district, 
state and national levels, Weaver oversees 
student participation and professional 
development for over 19,500 high schools 
as Director of Performing Arts and Sports 
for the National Federation of High School 
State Associations. 

1965 Varsity Debate 
Team – Mentored by 
Coach Joe Farnham, 
the team earned 
the first State A 
Championship in 
Debate for Aberdeen 
Central.  Team members: Carol Mary Dixon, David Hilgemann, 
John Kline, Eric Lautzenheiser, Gregory Lauver, Lance Sloan, 
Paul Solomon, and Debra Olson Sowell.

ATHLETICS 

Elizabeth “Betsy” (Graf) Babbitt, 
Class of 2001 – A multi sport athlete who 
led and excelled in volleyball, basketball 
and track, Babbitt received 13 varsity 
letters and was an All-ESD performer 
in all her sports. She was an All-State 
basketball player and a 5-time state track 
champion.  

Gene Brownell, ASD 1977-2021 – 
An outstanding track and cross country 
athlete at NSU, Brownell earned 8 letters 
as part of 6 conference champion teams.  
After teaching and coaching in Aberdeen 
for 21 years, he became Central’s Athletic 
Director in 1998.  As a role model and 
servant leader, Brownell developed exceptional students, 
athletes, and facilities at Central High School. 

1972, 1973, 1974 Boys 
Tennis Teams – These 
tennis teams were a tennis 
dynasty. They won every 
match and tournament 
for three years straight.  
The Golden Eagles who 
comprised these teams were 
interchangeable with no holes in their lineup.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

Duane Alm ASD 1962-2022 - Sixty 
consecutive years of service to the 
Aberdeen School District as a teacher, 
administrator (principal at Simmons, C.C. 
Lee and Howard Hedger), and school 
board member. Alm is a devoted and 
passionate advocate for students and 
public education on the local, state and 
national level.

These eight individuals and two teams will be inducted into the 
CHS Hall of Fame during the banquet on September 17, 2022, 
in conjunction with CHS Homecoming Week activities.  

2022 ABERDEEN CENTRAL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES ANNOUNCED

1972 1973

1974



4

CENTRAL STUDENTS WIN “EMMY” AWARDS

CITIZENS LIFESAVING AWARD PRESENTED TO ABERDEEN CENTRAL FRESHMAN

Three CHS students won Student Production Awards from 
the Upper Midwest Emmys Foundation. The awards are the 
student equivalent of winning an Emmy, but Emmys are only 
for professionals. Therefore, students in our region can earn a 
“Student Production Award from the Upper Midwest Emmys.”  
But feel free to congratulate them for winning an Emmy.  These 
three winners now move on for consideration at the national 
level. 

•  Hunter Paysen won the serious news category for his 
coverage of Melissa’s Kidney search.

• Brian Johnson won the News Talent category.

•  Nick Clemens won the PSA category for his texting and 
driving PSA. (This was the PSA where he was pushing Mason 
Huff on a Cozy Coupe).

These Central 
students were up 
against students 
from a five-state 
region (SD, ND, MN, 
IA, WI). Johnson and 
Paysen were the 
only finalists outside 
the Twin Cities in 
their categories.  
Paysen was also one of 
three regional finalists 
in the writing category.

Each year in the United States, over 356,000 adults experience 
out-of-hospital cardiac arrest and almost 90% of those cases 
are fatal. That equates to nearly 900 people every single day 
that do not survive their sudden cardiac arrest.  

Survival from cardiac arrest depends on early recognition of the 
event, immediate activation of the emergency response system 
and high quality CPR. CPR is a lifesaving intervention and it is 
the cornerstone of resuscitation from cardiac arrest. 

On the afternoon of January 5th, 2022, Amanda Keefe was 
at home with her 15-year-old daughter Emma. They were 
introducing their new kitten to their dog when Amanda 
experienced sudden cardiac arrest and collapsed. Emma called 
911 and began CPR on her mom. 

Emma had recently learned CPR in health class at Aberdeen 
Central High School.  Who knew at the time just how important 
that class would prove to be?

Aberdeen Police Officer Ethan Traster was the first to arrive on 
scene and he took over chest compressions from Emma and 
continued them until Aberdeen Fire Rescue arrived on scene.

Amanda’s heart went in and out of shockable rhythms. She was 
defibrillated five times by Aberdeen Fire Rescue crews, and was 
given several medications to aid in her resuscitation. From their 
arrival on scene to their arrival at the hospital, Aberdeen Fire 
personnel worked on resuscitating Amanda for 43 minutes. 

Avera St. Luke’s Emergency Room staff took over her care 
and eventually Amanda was moved to the ICU, two days later, 
she was flown to Sioux Falls.  
Amanda was discharged 
home from Avera McKennan 
on January 19th, just 14 
days after her sudden cardiac 
arrest. 

Aberdeen Fire Rescue 
presented Emma Keefe with 
a Citizen’s Lifesaving Award 
on February 28th. The award 
is in recognition of the selfless 
act of rendering lifesaving 
aid to another. Emma did 
exactly what she needed to 
do, and her mom is here today 
because of that. 

Emergency responders, dispatchers and medical staff all 
contributed in the life-saving call when Amanda Keefe had a 
combination heart attack and stroke in January.  Pictured are, 
back row, from left, Battalion Chief JR Huebner, Landon Binfet, 
Aberdeen Police Officer Ethan Traster, Meghan Biermann, Fire 
Chief Joel Weig, Dr. Russell Pietz, Taiten Leesch, front row, Carter 
Deyo, Brown County Dispatcher Paige Smit, Brown County 
Dispatcher Sierra Kamin, Amanda Keefe, Emma Keefe, Kelsey 
Riggs, Milissa Podoll, Trent Anderson and Geoff Stoltenburg.  
Biermann, Podoll, Riggs, Pietz and not Pictured Carly Wolberg 
were working in the Avera St. Luke’s emergency room.  Also not 
pictured is Brown County Dispatcher Cory Erhardt.  (Photo by 
Elisa Sand, Aberdeen American News)

Amanda and Emma Keefe (Photo 
by Elisa Sand, Aberdeen American 

News)

BROWNELL COMPLEX LOCKER CAMPAIGN
You are invited to commemorate your association with 
Aberdeen Central Athletics by purchasing a locker for the 
Reshetar-Kretchman Field House at the Gene Brownell 
Athletic Complex.  

Lockers can be purchased for a variety of reasons: 

· To honor a coach or teammate

· To remember parents

· To recognize a friend or loved one

· To continue memories at Central High School

Your message will be engraved on a plaque on your 
locker.  To purchase a locker for $250, please contact the 
Foundation at 605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.
sd.us.

JohnsonPaysen
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HOW FAR IS A YARD?
A yard equals 0.9144 meters.  440 yards equals 402.336 
meters.  

Roger Smith, Bob Smith, Jerry Hauck and Dick Quam set a 
school record in 1961 in the 440 yard relay.  That record stood 
for 36 years until 1997 when it was broken… but was it?  

Boys track races were measured in yards until 1978. Sprints 
contested of 100, 220 and 440 yards and the longer races 
were 880 yards, mile and 2 mile.  Prior to the 1979 season, 
the U.S. High School Federation adopted the metric system for 
track and field and races were converted from yards to meters.  
It is not a 1:1 conversion.  

Current CHS record holders for the 400 M relay are Justin 
Kono, Jon Ford, Charlie Johnston, Tony Schwan with a time of 
42.97 seconds in 2001.

KNIGHT FOR A PRINCESS
The Aberdeen Public 
Schools Foundation 
held their 9th Knight for 
a Princess fundraiser 
event (after two years 
of cancelations) on April 
9 for young princesses 
4-12 years old and their 
knights (dads, grandpas, 
uncles, etc).  The goal of 
the event is to strengthen 
the bond between girls 
and significant male role 
models in their lives.  Over 350 guests 
attended this year’s event, and a good 
time was had by all!  

Knights and Princesses were greeted 
at the door by the Snow Queens, 
season princesses, Miss Aberdeens 
and other local celebrities.  Before 
and after enjoying appetizers by 
Lunchtime Solutions Inc and cupcakes, 
knights and princesses participated 
in a variety “princess activities,” and 
danced the night away with Celebration 
Entertainment.  This year’s event 
featured swing dance lessons by Skyler 
and Calli Vearrier, as well as magic by 
Chris Kappenman.

Thank you to Aramark; Insuance Plus; 
Pierson Ford, and Bantz, Gosch & Cremer, LLC for sponsoring the event!  
Cupcakes were donated by Kessler’s, Mary B’s Cakes, Simply Cupcakes, and 
the CHS Advanced Food Concepts Class.  Special treats were contributed by 
Grayce and Nadeen Comes and Culver’s.  Professional photos were provided by 
Bremer Photography.  Funds raised from the event go toward Foundation grants and programs to enhance educational 
opportunities for our students and staff.
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RETIRING STAFF

Janet Abu-Sirriya, Lincoln Elemen-
tary School Education Assistant.   
I have enjoyed working in the Aber-
deen School District for the past 23 
years, all of them being at Lincoln 
Elementary School.  I graduated from 
Northern State College in 1988 with 
a degree in Elementary Education.  
After getting married and having two 
children, my family spent the next five years in Doha, 
Qatar, where I worked as a first-grade teacher in a pri-
vate English school.  I loved my job there and met some 
amazing teachers from around the world.  Upon returning 
to Aberdeen, I subbed for a year and then was hired as 
a reading tutor at Lincoln Elementary.  After five years 
as a reading tutor, I decided to become a Kindergarten 
EA, the perfect job for me!  I am grateful to the principals, 
co-workers, teachers, and most of all the students who 
have helped me create some wonderful relationships and 
memories that I will forever treasure.  
Teresa Deuter, Central High School 
Language Arts Teacher. 
I began working at Aberdeen Central 
High School during the fall of 2012. 
My family had just moved here from 
Spearfish. The end of this school year 
marks 33 years of teaching for me. 
While teaching here at ACHS, I have 
taught mostly seniors and juniors. 
My favorite part has been helping students prepare for 
what’s next after high school. For many students that 
includes taking the ACT test. I enjoy giving hints and test-
taking strategies. It’s all about building confidence. I will 
miss the students, yet I take with me 
fold memories. 
Jalynn Karlen, O. M. Tiffany El-
ementary School Grade 5 Teacher.  
I always knew I wanted to be a 
teacher. My great, great Aunt Nina 
always said I had lots of patience 
and that every teacher needs it. She 
was a high school English teacher 
for many years. She said some days 
you might need a lot of patience and others not so much. 
Boy, was she right. 
My career started at Henry Neill Elementary as the 
library/computer aide. Then I was moved into the 5th 
grade classroom over Thanksgiving break replacing a 

teacher who had to move out of town. I was at Henry 
Neill for 15 years. When Henry Neill and Howard Hedger 
Elementary Schools were closed, I was sent to O.M. Tif-
fany. I’ve been at OMT for 22 years. All of my teaching 
years have been in 5th grade. I loved that age group. 
Having 37 years in the Aberdeen Public Schools has 
been very rewarding. I have seen many policy changes, 
curriculum/program changes, and new technologies 
over the years. I have worked with many principals, 
co-workers, and students. All of which have been fun, 
challenging, and interesting. The students were by far the 
best. Seeing or hearing from former students is the most 
rewarding. 
So thankful for having a fantastic teaching career in Ab-
erdeen. I don’t know what my future holds, but I do know 
I will miss teaching-something I knew I always wanted to 
do.

Dawn Pederson, Central High 
School Language Arts Teacher. 
I began my teaching career at Sisse-
ton High School in 1981. After moving 
to Sioux Falls for my husband’s job, 
I did some substitute teaching in the 
Sioux Falls School District. When 
we moved to Aberdeen, I worked 
in Northern’s Education Department until I received a 
teaching position at Roncalli. Since 1994, I have taught 
English at various levels in the Aberdeen School District. 
In the past few years, I have taught several students in 
my high school English classes who are children of my 
previous students. I think that means it is time for me to 
retire! I look forward to spending more time with my fam-
ily and friends, pursuing more hobbies, and traveling.
Renae Rausch, District Special Edu-
cation Director.  
I have worked with the best of the 
best in the Aberdeen School District 
for fourteen years. Prior to moving to 
Aberdeen, I taught in Grand Forks, 
ND, Anchorage, AK, and Litchfield 
Park, AZ.  My time in Aberdeen has 
been spent teaching 7th grade special 
education at Simmons Middle School, being the elemen-
tary special education coordinator and the director of 
special education for the district. I have had the opportu-
nity to work with fabulous students and families, as well 
as amazing administrators, teachers, and educational as-
sistants throughout my thirty-five-year career.  I am look-

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” - Benjamin Franklin

The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation recognizes this year’s retiring teachers and staff that were 
honored by the Aberdeen School District.  These staff members have a combined total of 236 years of service 
to the Aberdeen School District.    Thank you for your dedication and service to our students!  
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RETIRING STAFF
ing forward to spending more time with family, friends, 
traveling, and being a Granny!   
Jeanie Schmidt, Sign Language 
Interpreter.
I must admit as retirement quickly 
approaches; I am saying good-bye to 
one of the coolest jobs in the dis-
trict. As a sign language interpreter 
working with deaf children, it is my 
job to provide access to information 
and communication to bright young minds. I will forever 
carry with me the memories of eyes widening in wonder, 
stooped shoulders straightening with understanding, 
and faces filling with wonder as children fall in love with 
stories and language. It’s been a crazy but rewarding ride 
as an interpreter these past 28 years with the last 17 
years here in Aberdeen. Loaded with wonderful memo-
ries of staff and students, I face retirement and a long 
list of projects and hobbies with great 
anticipation! 
Joy Schweitzer, C. C. Lee Elemen-
tary School Music Teacher. 
After 32 years of teaching music, with 
11 years at the Aberdeen School Dis-
trict as an Elementary Music Teacher, 
I have decided that it is time for me to 
retire.  I hope I have touched the lives 
of many students to have a love of music for life.  My 
future will look simple yet full of loved ones. I will remain 
in Redfield and hope to spend more time with my family 
and close friends. 

Kim Vogt, Simmons Elementary 
School Title I Teacher. 

My teaching adventure began a num-
ber of years ago and what a venture 
it has been.  It has been a privilege to 
teach students Kindergarten through 
fifth grades in the classroom and as 
a reading teacher.  Now my teaching 
journey is ending.  The last weeks students have told 
me they heard I was retiring.  I asked them, “What does 
retirement mean?”  The answers were somewhat true, “It 
means you are too old to teach,” and “You quit.”  Time for 
another adventure!  

Sue Ann Yonkovich, Mike Miller 
Elementary School Grade 3 Teacher.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed teach-
ing in the Aberdeen Public School 
System for the past 24 years. I was 
blessed to be able to stay at home 
with our daughters prior to starting 
my teaching career. I taught in the 

Gifted Education Program for 13 years and coached 
Destination ImagiNation, Future Problem Solving and 
History Day students. Many successful teams traveled 
to National Competitions. Once the gifted program was 
eliminated, I taught third grade at OM Tiffany for 6 years 
and then moved over to Mike Miller when the building 
opened 6 years ago. I have been very fortunate to work 
with so many wonderful people throughout my career. I 
am excited to spend more time with family, friends, and 
travel during retirement.

Kim Zimmerman, Simmons Middle 
School Social Studies Teacher.  
I have worked in the Aberdeen School 
District for the past 33 years. Most of 
that time was spent teaching seventh 
grade geography at Simmons Middle 
School. Throughout my years in the 
district I have also coached basketball, 
football and golf. I have had the opportunity and privilege 
to work with many great staff members. My future plans 
are to continue to coach boys’ and girls’ golf along with 
officiating high school basketball games and work as the 
Aberdeen youth baseball coordinator in the summer. 

The following individual declined to be featured in the 
newsletter.  We sincerely thank her for her dedication and 
service to our students, and wish her 
all the best!

Jean Beckel, Central High School 
Special Education Assistant.  She 
has been with the Aberdeen School 
District for 14 years.

Alumni Spotlight

The CHS staff extended a big CONGRATULATIONS to CHS 
Alum Paiton Burckhard and the SDSU Women’s Basketball 
Team on their WNIT Championship, “We are proud of you 
Paiton! Once a Golden Eagle, always a Golden Eagle!”
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2022 CLASS REUNIONS
Class of 1962 – September 9-10, 2022 at the Ramkota

Saturday - Old Central and Alumni Room tour at 10:00.  New 
Central tour at noon.

Contact Jeanne (Peterson) Olson at 605-225-1366

Class of 1972 – September 23-25, 
2022

Friday - Golf outing AM, and evening 
event at City Lights – reunion registration 
and informal get together from 5:00-7:00 

Saturday - Tours of Old Central High 
School and the Alumni Room from 10-
12.  THE MAIN EVENT will be held at the 
AmericInn at 5:00, dinner at 6:30 and the 
dancing & music will start at 9:00 

Sunday - A memorial service to honor 
the classmates who are no longer with us 
(more information will be available on the 
Facebook page)

RSVP NO LATER THAN AUGUST 1, 
2022 to either Joan Springer Boehnke 
@ ajbohnke@itctel.com or Patti Junker 
Marshall @ plmarshal1@msn.com.    Phone 
#’s: Joan @ 605-881-1834 and Patti @ 605-290-8746.  The 
cost for this spectacular event is very reasonable and can be 
paid at registration: $75.00/Single, $100/Plus One.  Visit the 
class Facebook page for more details: https://www.facebook.
com/groups/122940701054695/

Class of 1977 – September 16-17, 2022
9/16 Tailgating at Brownell Athletic Complex (AmericInn in case 
of rain) before the CHS Homecoming Football game (section of 
seats has been reserved for our class)

9/17 Afternoon/evening BBQ and gathering 
at the Aberdeen Gun Club

Both events will be casual with a very short 
program on Saturday

More Details to come...Contact Sue Ulrich 
Donkersgoed sdonkersgoed@gmail.com or 
612-240-4776

Class of 1982 – July 8-9, 2022 at City 
Lights

Silent auction gift baskets or auction items, 
contact Janine Rathert at janine@nrctv.com 

Any other questions, contact Linda (Feist) 
Bierman at lindalub49@yahoo.com 

Visit the class Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/410460105632167 

Class of 1992 – July 30, 2022 at the 
Wakeside, Mina Lake

Contact Susan (Schlenker Splett) at srschlenker@gmail.com 
or 612-214-8847. Registration form for the reunion: https://
forms.gle/faFJWvNZbd4aC4zPA. Deadline to register is June 
25.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/122940701054695/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/122940701054695/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/410460105632167
https://www.facebook.com/groups/410460105632167
https://forms.gle/faFJWvNZbd4aC4zPA
https://forms.gle/faFJWvNZbd4aC4zPA
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Dear Feathers...
When did Aberdeen Central High School start 
including freshmen, becoming a four-year high 
school?  
- Inquisitive from Ipswich

Dear Quizwich,
The addition of Freshmen to Aberdeen Central high 
school happened in the fall of 2001.  From the 2002 
Eagle yearbook – A New Combination… Freshmen 
make Central a four-year high school “It’s a whole new 
combination.  This is the first year of Central high school 
becoming a four-year high school.  Freshmen and staff 
are all adjusting to the many new changes that are taking 
place.   The students must get used to the longer lunch 
line, less time to eat, less space and more students in 
classes, halls and parking lots.  

The teachers also have limited space and have more 
students who need attention.  
With all of the many new changes going on, there will be 
rewards in the end.  Soon the new four-year high school 
will be built and there will be more change for everyone.  
With the new changes, most being good, it will all turn 
out.”

Go Eagles!  ~ FeathersHours: Tue-Fri: 10am-5pm & Sat: 11am-4pm 

21 S Main St 
Downtown Aberdeen 

605.626.7117  

Aberdeen Central Football Team, 1906 

www.dacotahprairiemuseum.com 
@dacotahprairie

ASD STAFF RECOGNITION
Kerry Konda - Outstanding Head Debate 
Coach of the Year Award 

Bill Martens - National High School 
Athletic Coaches Association National 
Cross Country Coach of the Year Finalist.  
He is one of eight finalists in the nation.

Dr. Becky  Guffin - SD Outstanding School 
Administrators Recognition Program 

National Speech & Debate Association 
Diamond Awards - recognizing a career 
that “combines excellence and longevity” in 
speech and debate education.

Sydney Gelling, her first Diamond Award

Roger McCafferty, his third Diamond Award. 
Dr. Becky Guffin, Superintendent 

Aberdeen School District and 
Tiffany Sanderson, SD Secretary of 

Education

Konda

Martens

Gelling

McCafferty Guffin

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS
John Hafnor ’70 - Lakota Cowboy published by Speaking Volumes Press, 
Santa Fe, NM. It is a historical novel set primarily in South Dakota.  
https://www.amazon.com/Lakota-Cowboy-John-Hafnor/dp/1645405729 

James E. Marlow ’65 - Once We Were Sioux: Growing Up Dakotan: As two 
boys, one Native American and the other white, grow toward manhood, they 
deal with what it means to desire to be Sioux and to have to be human.
https://www.amazon.com/Once-We-Were-Sioux-Growing/dp/1503226220 
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STUDENT SUCCESS
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1  -  A P R I L  2 0 2 2

Aberdeen Central Girls Golf Team - team 
champions at the Hub City Invite at Lee Park 

National PTA Reflections Contest 
qualifiers:  
Joci Schaffhauser, Sterne Johnston, Willa 
Vogel, C. C. Lee Elementary School; Isabelle 
Lovrien, Mike Miller Elementary School 

Upper Midwest Emmy Student Production 
Award Recipients: 

Nick Clemens, PSA Category  
Brian Johnson, News Talent Category  
Hunter Paysen, Serious News Category

Sam Rohlfs broke the State Record in the 
long jump 24’0 3/4” at the Huron track meet

Josh Martin set ESD records in the 1600 and 
600 at the SDSU indoor track meet 

Simmons Middle School band received two 
superiors and a superior plus at the regional 
music contest

Inaugural 2022 SD All State Show Choir: 
Sopranos:  Kiya Stillman, Madisen Vetter, Alice 
Vogel 
Altos: Carly Comstock, Peyton Emery, Ava Rott, 
Katelin Stoebner Tenor: Shawn Hepola 
Bass: Taye Cundiff

All State Jazz Band: 
Jessemy Sharp - trumpet - 4th year  
Masyn Schutter - bari sax - 3rd year 
Judah Bobby - piano - 3rd year 
Lucas Galvin - drums - 2nd year 
William Ottenbacher - drums - 1st year 
Axton Johnson - trumpet - 1st year 
Mason Ligon - trumpet - 1st year

Show Choirs at Mitchell High School: 
Special Request earning 3rd place in the Unisex 
division; Eagle Express making Finals and 
finishing 5th overall.  Carly Comstock - best 
soloist award!

All State Boys AA Basketball team – Sam 
Rohlfs, 2nd team

ALL ESD Boys Basketball team - Alec 
Voegele and Sam Rohlfs

Aberdeen Central Golden Eagles football 
team (and over 60 teams from 13 states) are 
finalists for the National Football Foundation 
National High School Academic Excellence 
Award, the first nationwide recognition 
honoring individual high school football teams 
for excellence in the classroom. Aberdeen 
Central was the only South Dakota school to be 
recognized. 

Aberdeen Central Speech and Debate 
National Qualifiers- Attending the National 
Speech & Debate Tournament held in Louisville 
Kentucky this June. 

Lincoln Douglas - Lily Williams, Dustin 
Hermansen, David Schlotte

Public Forum - Fiala Herceg & Madyson 
Fleckenstein, Abiah George & Sami Hegge, 

Informative - Kayla Waltman, Ashley Crouch

Domestic Extemp - Jordan Phillips 1st, 
(Qualified in other event), Madyson 
Fleckenstein, 2nd (Qualified in other event) 

International Extemp  -Abiah George: 1st, 
(Qualified in other event), Drake Van Steenwyk: 
2nd,  Devin Weber, 3rd 

Oratory - Jordan Phillips, Breanna Wollman: 2nd 

Duo - Christine Crouch & Carmen Huber

Student Congress House - Sage Wilson, 
Addison Clark 

Big Question Debate - Aubrey Brockel 

State Speech and Debate Senior Awards 
- Four awards are given in each category to 
a senior competitor. The criteria are based on 
sportsmanship, character, and success. Seniors 
are nominated by other schools, and then voted 
on by members of the SD Forensic Coaches 
Association.  Of the 12 total awards, CHS 
seniors won 4:

Donus D Roberts Award for Excellence in 
Public Forum Debate - Fiala Herceg, Madyson 
Fleckenstein 

Karl E. Munde Award for Excellence in Lincoln 
Douglas Debate - Hanna Anderson 

Harold E. Johnson Award for Excellence in 
Speech Events - Jordan Phillips 

Golden Eagles are STATE SPEECH & 
DEBATE TEAM CHAMPIONS! Central 
had 163 to 112 with Sioux Falls Washington 
claiming 2nd. It is the 6th consecutive title- 
extending the longest win streak by an AA 
school. The win solidifies Aberdeen Central 
as a dynasty with winning 10 out of 11 
state championships.  All competitors made 
outrounds and all individual events placed in the 
top 4. 

Public Forum - Madyson Fleckenstein & Fiala 
Herceg- Semifinalists, Drake Van Steenwyk & 
Grant Aberle- Semifinalists 
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STUDENT SUCCESS
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1  -  A P R I L  2 0 2 2  ( U P D A T E D  4 / 1 2 / 2 2 )

Lincoln Douglas - Dustin Hermansen 
- Quarterfinalist, Breanna Wollman- 
Quarterfinalist  

Oratory - Jordan Phillips 2nd (Tied for 1st 
- broke on 1st tie breaker) (2x runner up), 
Breanna Wollman 4th 

Foreign Extemp - Abiah George 2nd (Tied 
for 1st - broke on 3rd tie breaker), Drake Van 
Steenwyk 3rd (Tied for 1st - broke on 3rd tie 
breaker)

Domestic Extemp - Jordan Phillips 1st (2x 
State Champion), Madyson Fleckenstein 2nd 

Informative - Kayla Waltman 4th, Olivia Johnson 
3rd 

2022 All ESD Conference Wrestling Team 
- Mason Schrempp, Rayden Zens and Madyson 
Gillen

Augustana University Jazz Festival: In 
AAA Competition, Jazz 1 placed 2nd; Jazz II 
placed 4th

CHS show choirs and show band in 
Waconia, MN.  Special Request earned 
2nd place in the prep division and Eagle 
Express was 2nd overall.

Aberdeen Central State Wrestling 
Tournament placers: Mason Scrempp 4th, 
Rayden Zens 5th, Samson Flakus 8th, Madyson 
Gillen 7th, Autumn Gauer 7th 

Region 2A Tournament:  Boys’ team 
finished 4th and qualified 9 wrestlers for the 
state tournament. Tate Huff, Rayden Zens and 
Mason Scrempp all won Regional individual 
titles. The Golden Eagles Girls Wrestling team 
qualified 5 girls for the state tournament.

Aberdeen Central Speech and Debate 
finished the regular season undefeated with a 
1st place win at the Harrisburg tournament!

CHS show choirs and vocal jazz groups 
at SF Washington 
Special Request earned 2nd place in the 
Unisex Division 
Eagle Express made finals and was 4th overall. 

2022 State AA Gymnastics Tournament: 
Maggie Fites, Ashlyn Beyer, Johanna Jarrott 
and Masyn Schutter represented Aberdeen 
Central. Maggie Fites broke a school record 
and earned fifth-place in the bars event and 
10th all-around. 

Cast and Crew of the CHS One-Act Play 
- Charley’s Aunt - on earning a SUPERIOR 
PLAY rating at the SDHSAA State One-Act 
Play Festival this past weekend in Rapid City.  
Alex Snell, Allie Garofalo, Sadie Raap, Drew 

Comstock, Shawn Hepola, Coen Vogel, and 
Jackson Rott also received Superior Individual 
Performance honors.  

2022 SD All-State Band  
Jessemy Sharp - chair 1 trumpet - 3rd year 
Masyn Schutter - chair 1 bari sax - 3rd year 
Ashton Ormand - chair 8 tuba - 2nd year 
Bethany Severson - chair 3 euphonium - 2nd 
year 
Stella Nelson - chair 29 clarinet - 2nd year 
Alexa Husby - chair 24 clarinet - 1st year 
Katelyn Rickrode - chair 39 clarinet - 1st year 
Jack Artz - chair 8 trombone - 1st year

2022 Middle School All-State Band 
Sam Allen, Alto Saxophone, Holgate; Charlie 
Hemke, Alto Saxophone, Simmons

CHS show choirs and show band at the SF 
Jefferson Cavalier Classic: 
Special Request earned 1st place the Unisex 
Division 
Eagle Express earned 1st runner up in the 
Open Division

2022 SDMEA Middle School All-State 
Jazz Band –  
Sam Allen, Bass, Holgate; August Bobby, Bass, 
Simmons; Charlie Hemke, Alto Saxophone, 
Simmons

2021 All-State Class 11AA football team 
- Alec Voegele, Karson Carda, Brady Rohrbach, 
Sam Rohlfs and Parker Bauer. 

2021 ESD Volleyball All-Conference team 
- Sydney Evans

Aberdeen Central hosted the Golden Eagle 
Cup Debate Tournament in November – it was 
the first in-person debate tournament since 
March 2020!  There were over 400 entries and 
Aberdeen Central won 9 of the events!

Chamber Ambassadors Help Keep 
Kids Warm
The Aberdeen Area Chamber of Com-
merce Ambassador committee held its 9th 
Annual Hat and Mitten Drive last fall. Drop 
off locations were available throughout Ab-
erdeen and the community never fails to fill 
the boxes and keep our area youth warm. 
Donations were distributed to area schools 
and Safe Harbor.
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ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION PRESENTS GOLDEN APPLE AWARDS
The Aberdeen Public Schools Founda-
tion announced the sixth annual Golden 
Apple Awards, recognizing individuals 
that are dedicated, inspiring, and mak-
ing a difference in the Aberdeen School 
District.  This year’s honorees are Renae 
Wensmann, JoAnn Kokales and Jenni-
fer Weishaar.  Each received $500 and 
an engraved golden apple.

Renae Wensmann, Lincoln Elemen-
tary administrative assistant.

Have you ever had someone at school leave a special place in 
your heart?  Wensmann has been working for 10+ years and is 
better than you think.  

Wensmann is the heart of the school.  She is often offering to do 
things beyond her job description such as decorating and orga-
nizing staff luncheons, baking treats for testing, and looking for 
ways to take extra work off of a teachers’ workload.

Wensmann puts in many extra hours finding ways to make things 
run smoothly.  If she doesn’t know the answer to a question she 
makes it a priority to find the answer.  She works efficiently and 
her organizational skills are top notch.  Even during the craziest 
of days, she lightens the mood with humor and keeps things in 
perspective.  She is the first person to offer support, whether it 
be a word of encouragement, a hug, or a meal for a family.  

Wensmann’s willingness to go above and beyond extends to stu-
dents as well.  She often volunteers to read with children, help 
with their school work, and can be found popping into class-
rooms getting students excited about their learning.  One stu-
dent remarked, “In 4th grade we had to do a big test which none 
of us were excited about so she baked every student a muf-
fin which cheered us up.  Mrs. Wensmann is just someone who 
lights up the room when they walk in.  She is one of my favorites 
because she would always give me a big bear hug even when 
I was just walking by. Mrs. Wensmann deserves this award not 
just because she is helpful, always happy, and positive, but be-
cause she makes our school a better place.”

JoAnn Kokales, retired CC Lee Elementary librarian

It is a rare privilege in life to know, and if you are lucky enough, 
to work with someone who is so devoted to their profession, 
who strives with such purpose and sacrifice toward a vision of 
how things can be made the best that they can and should be, 
regardless of how much time and effort are required, that they 
literally become known as an institution.  An institution, as in 
one of those special people everyone knows, everyone has a 
story about, and no one will ever forget, no matter the years that 
go by.  Kokales is that institution for generations of coworkers, 
and hundreds if not thousands of school children over the years 
whose lives were touched by her cheery smile, her big heart, and 
her energetic enthusiasm for a great book.

Kokales spent her entire career creating a library which would 
become a magical place of award-winning books, engaging lit-
erature, and notable authors.  She created engaging programs 
which highlighted Caldecott illustrations, Newbery award win-

ning authors, and the South Dakota chil-
dren’s book awards.  She encouraged 
children to explore reading through the 
Hundred Reading Club by honoring their 
achievements with certificates and awards 
along the way.  She believed in kids doing 
their work, doing their best, and behaving, 
and for her, they always did.

One of the grandest events ever celebrat-
ed under Kokales’ direction was National 
Library Week.  There was always a theme 

which included an original play, costumes, school-wide activities, 
and a special bookmark for every student.  The event concluded 
with a cake made from scratch which matched the theme and 
was shared with all attendees.

As you can see, there are many reasons Kokales is more than 
deserving of a Golden Apple, but for those of us who have known 
her throughout the years, perhaps the greatest reason is that it 
would never occur to such a humble woman that she would even 
be considered for it.  

Jennifer Weishaar, Mike Miller Elementary Grade 1 Teacher.

Weishaar goes above and beyond daily for her students.  She 
spends her time and energy getting to know each of her stu-
dents and their individual needs.  Her calm demeanor and genu-
ine compassion set her students at ease.  Her theatric perfor-
mance of each and every picture book makes the story come 
alive and students love learning from her.  She puts in countless 
hours of her own time making sure everything is perfect for her 
students.  It is not uncommon to see her car parked at school at 
5:00 am on a Saturday getting ready for the week ahead, plan-
ning engaging activities, and working on ways to best meet the 
needs of each of her students.

Weishaar has been a mentor to many other teachers by working 
with first year teachers, NSU students, and her colleagues.  She 
is willing to share her professional knowledge and resources, 
and shows kindness and grace to those learning from her.  She 
sees the best in everyone and has a calm, sweet voice.  She is 
the perfect example of what a true professional educator should 
look like.

One parent wrote, “My son was blessed to have Mrs. Weishaar as 
his teacher.  She made a lasting impression on him and he still 
remembers that she was the only teacher that ever gave him an 
award.  She could see the goodness in him that wasn’t always 
easy for others to see.  My son was asked to write a letter to his 
favorite teacher and these are his words:

You are funny, nice, kind, helpful, and generous.  You were my 
BEST teacher so far!  You made me nice because I was really 
naughty in kindergarten at another school.  I’m saying like pink 
slip every week! It was crazy.  YOU changed my world and my 
heart. This is why you are the BEST teacher!”

Weishaar has been selected as South Dakota’s Region 4 Teacher 
of the Year.  This honor makes her one of five finalists for South 
Dakota Teacher of the Year which will be announced fall of 2022. 
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Simmons Elementary 
School

SCHOOL UPDATES
C.C. Lee Elementary School
Mrs. Letze’s 2nd grade class 
measured the longest wall in 
their classroom. It is 7 second-
graders long. They learned this 
is not efficient, and students are 
different heights. If they use a 
yardstick, their units are the same 
size.

Lincoln Elementary School
Students and staff at Lincoln 
Elementary celebrated Read 
Across American with Wacky 
Tacky Tuesday fun!

May Overby Elementary 
School
Magician Toby Kid entertained the 
May Overby students on March 3, 
2022.  His message on character 
emphasized how building and 
living good character impacts our 
lives and those around us every 
day.

Mike Miller Elementary 
School
This past fall, the students at Mike 
Miller Elementary School sold 
candy bars to help raise money for 
a new book vending machine. The 
book vending machine arrived in 
late January, and the students 
and staff have been excited about 
it since! Students can earn book 
tokens a variety of ways including 
their birthday, earning Shout-
Outs, and meeting academic and 
behavioral goals. Each book costs 
one token, and students are able 
to pick out a book of their choice. 
The Mike Miller Elementary 
School PTA, which was recently 
awarded National PTA School of 
Excellence Distinction, supplies 
the books for the book vending 
machine.

O.M. Tiffany Elementary 
School
For the past 7 years, O.M. Tiffany 
2nd graders and Presentation 
College football players have 
been pen pals. Monthly letters 
are exchanged and a field trip to 
the PC Dome is the culminating 
activity. OMT students love the 
opportunity to play in the dome 

CC Lee

Lincoln Elementary

May Overby

Mike Miller
Elementary

OM Tiffany

OM Tiffany

Holgate

Simmons 
Middle School

Simmons 
Middle School

with their buddies and the PC 
football players seem to love the 
day just as much!  

Simmons Elementary School
Superhero Day at Simmons 
Elementary

Holgate Middle School
HMS Book Club - Who doesn’t 
enjoy reading and discussing a 
good book, especially while getting 
to enjoy snacks?! The 7th graders 
were able to select a book, and 
then they were organized into 
book club groups. Two times a 
week, they got to read together, 
locate a significant vocabulary 
word, have a discussion, and 
complete tasks. For the finale, 
each group will create a three 
levels of reading poster and 
showcase their posters with a 
gallery walk.

Simmons Middle School
The Language Ambassadors Club 
is made up of over 30 students 
at Simmons Middle School 
who represent nine different 
languages: Spanish, Karen, 
Malayalam, German, Russian, 
Chinese, Swahili, Mam (a Mayan 
language) and Sign Language. 
The purpose of the club is for 
members to be a helpful, friendly 
face to new students who are 
learning English. The club has 
grown and evolved to incorporate 
all students who are interested in other languages and cultures. 
We invite guest speakers to visit our school to share their culture 
and the advantages of speaking more than one language.  Our 
guest speakers have included Sign Language interpreters, 
Northern University students from Cuba and Bolivia, Aberdeen 
Central High School students from Thailand, a principal who 
taught German, and an Aberdeen student studying three 
languages who plans to major in International Relations. Our 
own middle school members have shared about their culture 
and path to learning a second language. We believe that 
learning about other languages and cultures helps acknowledge 
and respect all people in our school and community.  - Margie 
Moore, Language Ambassadors Club Advisor 
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SOCIAL SPOTLIGHT
Facebook post by the SD High School Athletics 
Association celebrating 50 years of Title IX: 

Dawn Seiler set the record for the most wins as a girls 
basketball coach in South Dakota history with 629 in 
her 37 year coaching career. She started her career as 
a player, then coach, and now Athletic Director. Dawn 
has set the bar high paving the way for female athletes. 
Congratulations Dawn on your many accomplishments!

ATHLETIC COMPLEX NAMED FOR GENE BOWNELL
After following district facility 
naming procedures, the 
Aberdeen Board of Education 
voted at their March 28 meeting 
to name Central High School’s 
outdoor field Golden Eagles 
Field and the athletic complex 
Gene Brownell Athletic 
Complex.  

A graduate of Northern State 
University, (BS 1969 and 
MS 1977), Brownell was a 
member of the cross country 
and track teams that won SDIC 
Conference championships 
in track and field on four 
occasions, and twice in cross 
country.  Competing in both 
sports all four years, he earned 
eight letters, four in each sport. 
He was the SDIC conference mile champion in 1966.

Brownell began his career in the Aberdeen Public School District 
in the fall of 1977.  He was a social science educator and coach 
until 1998.  During his coaching tenure, he led the cross country 
and track teams to many successful seasons.  His 1996 cross 
country squad was the first girls’ team in school history to win the 
ESD Conference championship.  Brownell’s teams finished in the 
top five in the SDHSAA state competition on several occasions, 
the best finish being third in 1997.  Coach Brownell’s track and 
field athletes won five straight ESD titles and finished runner-up 
in the 1996 state meet.  He coached multiple individual state 
champions and relay teams.  

Brownell became the Athletic Director for the Aberdeen 
Public Schools in 1998.  In this position, he was responsible 
for providing opportunities for students interested in sports 
participation.  One of his most admirable accomplishments is 
the development of the indoor/outdoor facilities for the “new” 
Central High School.  Through his collaboration with the Board 
of Education, superintendent, principals, operations director, and 
coaching staff; a state of the art indoor and outdoor facility is now 
enjoyed by student athletes, as well as staff and the community 
at large.  Coach Brownell specifically contributed to work 
association with the outdoor facility formerly known as Swisher 
Field.  An on-campus sport complex of this caliber allows top-
notch opportunities for practices, camps, and competitions for 
not only our community, but state wide.

As Athletic Director, Brownell was responsible for managing all 
South Dakota High School Activities Association (SDHSAA) 
events awarded to the community of Aberdeen.  He was 
instrumental in recruiting staff and community members who 
worked together to make these events run smoothly, which in 
turn, enticed teams and fans to return year after year.  These 58 
state competitions included basketball, golf, gymnastics, soccer, 
volleyball and wrestling.

Coach Brownell served as a member of the SDHSAA’s 

Board of Directors.  During his 
membership, soccer, competitive 
cheer, and competitive dance 
were sanctioned as high school 
sports in South Dakota.  He was 
honored with the Association’s 
Distinguished Service Award for 
his contributions.

Brownell has received numerous 
honors and awards.  His coaching 
garnered him multiple Region 1 
cross country and track coach 
of the year titles.  In 1998, the 
Northern State University Royal 
Order of the Gyps named him 
Alumni Coach of the Year.  Coach 
Brownell was twice named the 
SD Activities Director of the Year 
and was a finalist for the national 
award in 2013.  He received the 

“Home Town Hero” award from the Aberdeen Convention and 
Visitors Bureau in 2010; as well as the SD Associated School 
Board’s Community Achievement Award in 2021.  Brownell is a 
member of the SD High School Coaches Association’s Hall of 
Fame and SD High School Track and Country Hall of Fame.  

Coach Brownell is a veteran, serving the United States Army from 
1969-1971.  He remains a member of the American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Brownell retired in 2021, serving forty-four years in the Aberdeen 
School District. 

Former State B Boys’ Basketball Tournament Director Gene Brownell, 
center, was presented a star quilt to thank him for his years of service and 
friendship by White River head coach Eldon Marshall, left, and assistant 
coach Justice Morrison, right, on April 17 during this year’s tournament.  For 
the past 17 years, the White River boys’ basketball team has qualified for 
the State B tournament in Aberdeen.  Every year, Brownell has been there 
to help out in any way in his role as tournament director.  Photo by SDPB



15HOW CAN I HELP? Contact the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation at 605-725-7118 or Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

ALUMNI ROOM TREASURES
 

HIGH SCHOOL NEWSPAPER 
FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1908

A brief notice in the January 12, 
1908, edition of the Aberdeen 
American newspaper said 
“The students of the high 
school are preparing to start a 
monthly publication the name of which is 
to be Blue and Gold. “ The first issue of 
the Blue and Gold was distributed to the 
student body in February 1908. 

The Alumni Room has amassed a large 
collection of historic Blue and Gold 
papers, the oldest being from May 1911.  
The local newspaper again devoted space 
to the announcement of this issue, which was devoted to 
the 1911 graduates. It was printed in blue ink on white 
paper, the class colors. It also featured the class song, 
class poem, class prophecy, class history as well as the 
last will and testament of the class of 1911, in which they 
bequeathed to the Junior Class   “the exclusive right to the 
three rows of seats at the rear of the main room, providing 
they are mindful of the trust reposed, do not act unseemly 
or incur the ill-will of the principal, mar the varnish on the 
desks, chew gum, or stuff the inkwells.”  Individual photos 
of the seniors were featured along with those of numerous 
school activities, much the same as modern Annuals.

The class of 1911 was the first group to graduate from 
Aberdeen’s new $150,000 high school building, whose 
cornerstone was laid on April 14, 1911, in a special 
ceremony. A copper box holding lists of teachers and 
students, the courses of study, the names of members 
of the Board of Education, copies of the Aberdeen 
papers, and the Blue and Gold was inserted behind the 
cornerstone, which was officially placed by H.C. Jewett, 
school board president. A detailed account of this event 
along with a photo of the ceremony can be found within 
the pages of this 1911 issue.

In 1914, the Blue and Gold became a weekly paper which 
dropped all the literary stories and poetry to concentrate 
solely on the news of the high school activities. By 1915 
it was issued every two weeks. In 1917 the high school 
print shop took over the production of the paper.

The May issue of the Blue and Gold served as the Annual 
until an official Annual was introduced in 1920. A naming 
contest for the new Annual was held by the student body, 
and The Arrow was selected as the winning entry. The 
first Arrow was a 100-page magazine bound in a gray 
leatherette cover. Student journalists published both the 
Blue and Gold and The Arrow for the next 105 years. In 
2013, the final issue of The Blue and Gold was published. 
It made a brief reappearance in 2019 but lasted for only 
one year.

 B Y  S U E  G A T E S
EAGLEAN FUNNIES
What’s the difference 
between a fly and an eagle? 
An eagle can fly but a fly 
cannot eagle. 
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The Aberdeen 
Public Schools 
Athletic Boost-
ers Athlete of 
the Year Schol-
arships are 
awarded to CHS 
seniors showing 
significant athletic 
achievement and 
character.  The 
scholarships are 
funded by the 
APS Athletic 
Booster Scholar-
ship Endowment. 
This year’s recipi-
ents are Ashlyn 
Beyer and Sam Rohlfs. 

The CHS Class 
of ’65 Scholar-
ship is awarded 
to a CHS senior 
showing sig-
nificant academic 
improvement and 
excelling in the 
arts/music, busi-
ness/law, language/literature/ tech-
nical fields, or math/science.  The 
scholarship is funded by a restricted 
fund established by the Class of 
’65.  This year’s recipient is Marina 
Sieler.

* The CHS Class 
of ’71 Scholar-
ship is awarded 
to a CHS senior 
demonstrating fi-
nancial need, work 
history, academic 
achievement 
and community 
service.  The scholarship is funded by 
a restricted fund established by the 
Class of ’71.  This year’s recipient is 
Ashlyn Beyer.

The CHS Hall of Fame Scholar-
ship is awarded to a student who 
has demonstrated leadership skills, 
excelled academically, participated 
in both athletic and fine arts activi-
ties, and has shown involvement in 

civic or community 
groups/events.   
The scholarship 
is funded by the 
Hall of Fame 
Endowment and in 
memory of Keith 
Rozendal and 
others.  This year’s 
recipient is Jacob Angerhofer.

The Charlotte 
Wilson Clarke 
Memorial 
Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS 
senior pursuing a 
post-secondary 
degree in Fam-
ily and Consumer 
Sciences or Education.  The schol-
arship is funded by an endowment 
established by Charlotte’s husband, Dr. 
Lester Clarke.  This year’s recipient is 
Kaitlyn Crawford.

The Sally J. 
Couser Memo-
rial Scholarship 
is awarded to CHS 
seniors who have 
made a com-
mitment toward 
community service 
and attaining a 
higher education 
in health-related 
fields.  These 
students show 
determination for 
classroom aca-
demic achieve-
ment, financial 
need, and involve-
ment in community 
and school activi-
ties.  The scholar-
ship is funded by 
an endowment 
established by Dr. 
Robert Couser.  
This year’s recipi-
ents Ian Ahlberg, Ashlyn Beyer, 
and Katelin Stoebner.

The Professor 
Virginia Dixon 
(Class of ’63) 
Scholarship is 
awarded to female 
CHS seniors with 
challenging fam-
ily circumstances 
requiring them to 
work to help support their family, or 
individuals with significant care-taking 
duties of family members.  The schol-
arship is funded by an endowment 
established by Dr. Virginia Dixon.  This 
year’s recipient is Jessemy Sharp.

The Lynn Han-
son Scholar-
ship is awarded 
to a special young 
woman who uses 
positive energy 
in Academics/
Athletics to influ-
ence others to 
challenge their 
expectations outside of school.  She 
participates and encourages other 
young women to be successful role 
models.  The scholarship is funded 
by an endowment established by the 
friends and family of Lynn Hanson.  
This year’s recipient is Abby Berry.

* The Joshua 
Hinderks Me-
morial Scholar-
ship is awarded 
to a CHS senior 
pursuing studies in 
the medical field, 
preference given 
to students major-
ing in chiropractic or massage therapy, 
physical therapy or sports medicine.  
The scholarship is funded by an en-
dowment established by Josh’s family 
and friends. This 
year’s recipient is 
Alexia Hoven.

* The Ray Hol-
lan Memorial 
Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS 
senior majoring in 

2022 CHS SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED THROUGH THE ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is proud to offer the following scholarships totaling over $51,000 to 
our students through the generosity of our alumni and friends.  Congratulations to this year’s recipients!  
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2022 CHS SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED THROUGH THE ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION
music and demonstrating excellent 
character, a passion for community in-
volvement.  The scholarship is funded 
annually by Ray’s daughter, Mary 
Hollan.  This year’s recipient is Anna 
Moore.

The Jeanette 
Hurrell Memo-
rial Scholarship 
is awarded to 
two CHS seniors 
pursuing 4-year 
degrees in Nurs-
ing.  The scholar-
ships are funded 
by an endowment 
established by 
Jeanette’s hus-
band, William 
Hurrell. This year’s 
recipients are De-
sirae Poitra and 
Vianca Rivera.

The Vern Jark 
Memorial Schol-
arship is awarded 
to a CHS senior 
showing excel-
lence in athletics, 
character, team-
work, and leader-
ship, and who 
strives for classroom 
achievements.  This scholarship is 
funded by an endowment established 
by the friends and family of Vern Jark.  
This year’s recipient is Alec Voegele.

The Johnsen-
Herschleb 
Scholarship is 
awarded to CHS 
seniors and/or 
alumni pursuing 
degrees in busi-
ness or fine arts, 
and who dem-
onstrate financial 
need.  This schol-
arship is funded 
by an endowment 
established by the 
Johnsen-Hersch-
leb family.  This 
year’s recipients 
are Gabe Goetz, 
Anna Moore, Hailey Sharp (not 

pictured) and 
Haley Weber.

The Dean Kran-
hold Memorial 
Scholarship is 
awarded to a 
CHS senior active 
in their school 
and community.  
This scholarship 
is funded by 
an endowment 
established by the 
friends and family 
of Dean Kranhold.  
This year’s re-
cipient is Jessemy 
Sharp.

The Kurt Kruger 
Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS 
senior majoring 
in education and 
demonstrating 
excellent charac-
ter, a passion for 
community service, 
academic excellence, and involvement 
in school activities.  The scholarship is 
funded by an endowment established 
by the family of Kurt Kruger. This 
year’s recipient is Kaitlyn Crawford.

The Larry H. 
Lovrien Memo-
rial Scholarship 
is awarded to a 
CHS senior boys’ 
soccer player of 
high character and 
community involve-
ment.  This schol-
arship is funded 
by an endowment established by the 
family and friends of Larry Lovrien.  
This year’s recipient is Jameson 
Palmer.

The Mike Miller 
“Committed to 
the Community” 
scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS 
senior showing 
exemplary volun-
teerism and com-
mitment to his/her 

community.  The scholarship is funded 
by an endowment established in Mike 
Miller’s honor.  This year’s recipient is 
Jacob Angerhofer.

The Don and 
Rosemary 
Reshetar Memo-
rial Scholarship 
is awarded to a 
CHS senior show-
ing excellence in 
athletics, character, 
teamwork, and 
leadership, and who strives for class-
room achievements.  The scholarship 
is funded by an endowment estab-
lished by the Reshetars’ friends and 
family.  This year’s recipient is Sam 
Rohlfs.

The Sanford 
Health Schol-
arships are 
awarded to CHS 
seniors pursuing 
healthcare-relat-
ed degrees from 
post-secondary 
schools located in ND, SD or MN; and 
show determination for classroom aca-
demic achievement and involvement 
in school activities.  The scholarship 
is funded annually by Sanford Health. 
This year’s recipients are Ian Ahlberg, 
Ashlyn Beyer, Michael Grebner, 
Austin Sichmeller and Drake Van 
Steenwyk.
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SUPPORT THE GOLDEN EAGLES! 

Scan the QR code with your phone or click the link to purchase 
Blue & Gold apparel from the Athletic Boosters online store.

www.promoplace.com/30268/stores/goldeneaglepride

The Dave & 
Mary Ann Shaw 
Track Scholar-
ship is awarded 
to a CHS senior 
of high character 
that enjoys and 
excels in run-
ning events.  This 
year’s recipients 
are Josh Martin 
and Jacob Ang-
erhofer. 

The Jerry Slaby 
“In pursuit of 
a law career” 
Scholarship is 
awarded to a CHS 
senior interested 
in becoming 
a lawyer.  The 
scholarship is 
funded annually by Jerry Slaby in 
honor of the memory of Dick Ratzlaff, 
’60, who was a seven-year POW 
and a lawyer.  This year’s recipient is 
Grant Aberle.

* New Foundation Scholarships in 
2022!

If you would like to contribute toward 
any of the endowments that fund these 
scholarships, please indicate your prefer-
ence on the contribution form on the last 
page of the newsletter.

HOMETOWN PRIDE
SHOW YOUR

WITH COLLEGIATE-INSPIRED APPAREL FROM 
ABERDEEN MAGAZINE.

SHOP ONLINE AT shop.aberdeenmag.com

Scan to 

shop now

SALE!
NOW ON

2022 CHS SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED THROUGH THE ABERDEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

Athletic Booster Online Store
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EAGLE PRIDE SOCIETY
Distinguished Partner ($25,000+)
Norman Hartung
Sanford Health *

Anchor Partner ($10,000 to $24,999)
Dacotah Bank *

Founding Partner ($4,000 to $9,999)
Geffdog Design and Apparel *
Huff Construction, Inc. *
Insurance Plus *
Merxbauer-Maier Dental *
Plains Commerce Bank *
Quality Quick Print/Midstates Printing *
Sichmeller Engineering/Schwan Electric *

Premier Partner ($1,000 to $3,999)
3M Aberdeen *
Agtegra Cooperative *
Bantz, Gosch, & Cremer LLC *
Cash-Wa Distributing *
DSS Image Apparel *
Frances  Ingebritson
Hardin’s Photography *
Harr Motors *
Healthcare Plus Federal Credit Union *
Lael Kellett
Lighthouse Electric *

Lon Gellhaus
Midco *
Northern Valley Communications *
VanLaecken Orthodontics *

Eagle ($500 to $999)
Dr. Becky Guffin
Wayne Sayler

Gold Star ($250 to $499)
Aaron Schultz
Brian Bunsness
Carlyle  Larson
Ryan Goodman
Scott & Melanie  Frerichs

Blue Star ($100 to $249)
605 Ventures
Bonnie Wheaton
Chris Klein
Claudia Kapp
Debbie Hepper
Gretchen Sharp
Jeremy Huss
John Miller
Kerry Konda 
Kyle French
Marni Lamont
Scott Schliebe

Contributor ($50 to $99)
Arnie Isaak
Brian Thiel
Burt Elliott
Carla & Steven Jeschke
Ed  Schaefle
James Johnson
James Marlow
Jason  Uttermark
Jeanette and Mark Hahler
Jeffrey  Post
Jerry Maier

Joanna Goetz
Marion  Hayes
Nancy Hartung
Rob & Sara Wylie

Friend ($1 to $49)
Amanda Gauer
Amanda Mayer
Amber Frericks
Angel Samson
Annie Falk
Barb Magera
Barb Nygaard
Bill Martens
Brenda Heinert
Brennan Goehring
Brooke Stange
Camille Kaul
Christen Salfrank
Connie Getty
David Hagen
Doris Carey Graeber
Elissa Allen
Elizabeth Schiferl

CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you! We gratefully acknowledge the generous gifts made by the friends of the Aberdeen Public Schools 
Foundation from November 2021 through April 2022.

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of the donor and volunteer lists.  If your name has been omittted or misspelled, please 
accept our apologies and notify the Foundation of corrections by calling 605-725-7118 or emailing Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us.

Correction - We apologize for missing 
these donations in the last issue:
In memory of Tammy Paulsen by Duane 
Alm
In memory of Walter Maier by Jerry Maier
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Ericka Doxsee
Greg Murley
Jacque DePlanty
Jalynn Karlen
Jane Perman
Janice Miller
Jessica Haugen
Kallyn Jerde
Kari Brenner
Kelli Meister
Kelsey Scarborough
Kim Aman
Margaret Hohenstein-Moore
Mikaela Waiflein
Miranda Howard
Nicole Ahlberg
Nicole Schutter
Rachel Hoops

Renae Rausch
Sadie Bossert
Shannon Knuppe
Sheila Malsam
Staci Larson
Tammy Gardner
Tasha Gatzmeyer
Teresa Deuter
Tom Janish

* Annual Eagle Pride partners recognized in 
both newsletters

ENDOWMENTS & RESTRICTED GIFTS
Alumni Room 
Dave & Mary Ann Shaw
Doris Carey Graeber

Beth Rietz-Walth Scholarship Fund
Janelle Rietz-Kamenar

Burt Elliott Tennis Scholarship
Joanna Goetz

CHS Astronomy Class - funding for a 
telescope

Timothy Larsen

CHS Boys and Girls Track Teams
Dave & Mary Ann Shaw

CHS Hall of Fame Scholarship 
Endowment

Dick Boettcher
Doris Carey Graeber

CHS Music and Fine Arts 
Jeremy Schutter
Jodi Carlsgaard

CHS Native American Student 
Association (NASA)

In honor of  parents, Terry & Cheryl Portra 
and Bill & Patricia Haigh by Tony and 
Jamie Portra

Class of 1949 Rising Scholars 
Endowment 

In memory of Forrest Zimmerman by Pat and 
Elton Fors 

In memory of Penny Cacavas Rhinehart by 
Pat and Elton Fors

In memory of Robert T. Leisen, Joanne 
(Christenson) Ablin, Rita (Weigel) Nevil 
and Fred Bugner by Carlyle Larson

Pat and Elton Fors

Class of 1974 Endowment
Ann Taylor
Cory and Todd Olson
David Anderson
Ed Schaefle
In honor of Betty Werth’s 101st birthday 

for the Class of ‘74 Endowment by Brad 
Olson

In memory of Terry Mach by Brad Olson
Jill Liebler
Jon & Priscilla Nelson
Robert Anderson
Ron Schreiber
Steven Schaeffer

Dave and Mary Ann Shaw Track 
Scholarship

Dave & Mary Ann Shaw
Greg Murley
John Miller

David Lust Memorial Fund
Brad and Jayne Herther 
David  Hurrell
C. Jay  McLaughlin

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Chuck and Carol Iten
Clark and Jayne Kraemer
James C. Lust
Jim and Vicki Lust
Karen McLaughlin

Don and Rosemary Reshetar Memorial 
Endowment

In memory of Bob and Alma Omland by Rich 
Omland

Huff Construction Building/
Construction Trades Scholarship

Huff Construction Inc.

Jeanette Hurrell Memorial Endowment
David  Hurrell
Clark Hurrell

Jeff Lickfelt Memorial Endowment
Kelly Anderberg
Kerry Konda

Jerry Slaby “In pursuit of a law career” 
Scholarship in honor of Dick Ratzlaff 

Jerry Slaby

Joshua Hinderks Memorial Fund
Andrew Locken
Dale and Diane Jans
Daniel Wallien
Sue Johnston

Knight for a Princess Event
Bantz, Gosch & Cremer, LLC
Insurance Plus
Pierson Ford

Kurt Kruger Memorial Endowment
Chris, Kim and Ryan Kruger

Larry H. Lovrien Memorial Endowment 
Marshall and Shelley Lovrien
Julie Lovrien

Lynn Hanson Endowment
John Hanley

Professor Virginia Dixon, Class of 
1963, Endowment

Bill and Linda Roth

Ray Hollan Memorial Scholarship
Mary Hollan

Rising Scholars Book Grants
Dr. Ken Meier

Sally J. Couser Endowment
Dr. Bob Couser
Dr. David Liem

Speech & Debate Endowment
Colleen Murley
David  Hurrell
In honor of the upcoming birth of Scarlet 

Gray, daughter of Abby (Biegler) and Jeff 
Gray by Debbie (Olson) Sowell

Kerry Konda
Lisa Kattan
Pamela and Edvin Tranby
Reid & Jean Holkesvik

Vern Jark Memorial Endowment
Jessica Norman
Keith Kusler
Rob & Sara Wylie
Tony & Jamie Portra

In Honor / In Memory
In honor of the Class of ‘53 by Fred Cowley
In memory of Brian Bauer by Elaine Bauer
In memory of Duane Donat by Gerald and 

Mary Ann Krueger
In memory of Gary Meisenheimer for the 

Class of ‘74 Endowment by Brad Olson
In memory of Gary Meisenheimer for the 

Speech and Debate Endowment by Brian 
and Gretchen Sharp

In memory of Lanny Peterson by William 
Grasse

In memory of Marilyn Flemmer by Kae 
McNeil and Michael Kwasniewski

In memory of Penelope Cacavas Rhinehart 
by Charles Buttz

In memory of Peter O. Schmitt by Laura 
(Schmitt) Moore)

In memory of Rosalie Brosz by Jared and 
Lucy Carlson

In memory of Rosalie Brosz for new teacher 
grants by Joell Rachel

In memory of Terry Mach by Kae McNeil

In Kind Donations
Aberdeen Magazine - advertising
6’x10’ American flag for Aberdeen Central 

High School by Ruby Hood

For the Alumni Room
Helen Gabriel - wishing well war loan drive 

poster
Jim Marlow - Once We Were Sioux book 
Mary Ann (Mykleby) Myers - Mary (Gilmor) 

Mykleby’s 1921 and 1922 CHS Arrows
Val Disney - Robert Phelps’ 1950, 51 52 

yearbooks and memorabilia

For the Knight for a Princess event
Aramark
Beyond the Balloon
Bremer Photography
Celebration Entertainment
CHS Advanced Food Concepts Class - 

cupcakes
Culver’s - custard coupons
Kessler’s - cupcakes
Mary B’s Cakes & More - cupcakes
Nadeen & Grayce Comes - mints
Simply Cupcakes - cupcakes
Skyler & Calli Vearrier - swing dance lessons

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Get to know
THE EAGLES
Empowering all students to succeed in a changing world.

Aberdeen 
School District 
Students and 

Sta�  volunteer 
over 1,200 hours 
annually in our 

community.

REMEMBER WHEN

Want to stay current with what is happening around 
the Aberdeen School District?  Check us out on 
Facebook!  Share our posts with your friends, fam-
ily and classmates.

https://www.facebook.com/
AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc

• Weekly Eagle Zone videos
• Homecoming and other school events
• Foundation activities
• Class reunion information
• And more!

Follow us on 
Facebook!

SUPPORT THE BLUE & 
GOLD NEWSLETTER

Do you enjoy reading the Blue & Gold?  We welcome 
your donations and support to help us keep coming to 
your mailbox twice a year!  

Have a news tidbit that everyone should know about?  
Send it our way! 

Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Dance cards were used at high school social events.
Photo courtesy of Laura S. Moore, in memory of her father, Peter O. Schmitt ’56 (far right)

Peter began his newspaper career with Ridder (later Knight-Rid-
der) newspapers in northern California at the San Jose Mercury 
News, followed by a year at the Grand Forks Herald. In 1968, he 
returned to Aberdeen to work alongside his father, Henry, at the 
Aberdeen American News as business manager. After his father 
retired, Peter served as President and Publisher from 1976 to 
1985.  He passed away November 14, 2021.

https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc
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BUY A BRICK 
CAMPAIGN

Did You Know
The APS Foundation endorses the Donor Bill of Rights
Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. It 
is a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of 
life. To assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the 
general public, and that donors and prospective donors can have full 
confidence in the not-for-profit organizations and causes they are 
asked to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:
 • To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the 
organization intends to use donated resources, and of its capacity to 
use donations effectively for their intended purposes.
 • To be informed of the identity of those serving on the or-
ganization’s governing board, and to expect the board to exercise 
prudent judgment in its stewardship responsibilities.
 • To have access to the organization’s most recent financial 
statements.
 • To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for 
which they were given.
 • To receive appropriate acknowledgment and recognition.
 • To be assured that information about their donations is 
handled with respect and with confidentiality to the extent provided 
by law.
 • To expect that all relationships with individuals representing 
organizations of interest to the donor will be professional in nature.
 • To be informed whether those seeking donations are volun-
teers, employees of the organization or hired solicitors.
 • To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from 
mailing lists that an organization may intend to share.
 • To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to 
receive prompt, truthful and forthright answers.
Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), all rights reserved.  
Reprinted with permission from the Association of Fundraising Pro-
fessionals.

Supporters of Aberdeen Public 
Schools are literally writing their 
names in stone.  Over 50 alumni, 
friends and businesses have pur-
chased bricks at CHS.  

Engraved with messages, these bricks 
honor the memories imprinted upon 
the hearts of many CHS graduates.  
The bricks are located at the front of 
the CHS building beneath the Ameri-
can Flag. 
 
Bricks are still available for you to 
share your message.  Contact the 
Foundation at 605-725-7118 or 
Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us to spon-
sor a brick for the one-time gift of 
$150.00. 

MIKE MILLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - NATIONAL PTA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE
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Aberdeen Public
Schools Foundation, Inc.

1224 S 3rd St.
Aberdeen, SD 57401

Phone: 605-725-7118
Fax: 605-725-7198

Email: Gretchen.Sharp@k12.sd.us

Visit us online at:
www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org

or like/follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundationInc

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation:
The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation empowers all 
students to succeed in a changing world.  We promote 

excellence in education by forging partnerships among our 
schools, community and alumni.  Our support of students 
and staff fulfills crucial and timely K-12 classroom, school 

and district needs not met by other sources.

Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. | FOREVER BLUE & GOLD
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

Please accept my gift of $ _________________________ to support excellence in education, foster enthusiasm in the classroom, and 
rekindle the joy of  learning for Aberdeen Public School Students.

Make checks payable to the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation, Inc. and send to 1224 S. 3rd St,  
Aberdeen, SD  57401   OR     donate online at www.AberdeenPublicSchoolsFoundation.org 

The Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 
Your gift is tax deductible to the extent the law allows.  Consult your tax advisor.

If you or your spouse are employed by or retired from a company with a matching gift program, you may be able to double or triple the 
amount of your gift.  Please contact your HR department for details on how your company may become FOREVER BLUE & GOLD.

Name: ______________________________________________ Graduation Year: ______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________________________________

� Distinguished Partner $25,000 +
� Anchor Partner $10,000 - $24,999
� Founding Partner $4,000 - $9,999
� Premier Partner $1,000 -$3,999
� Eagle $500 - $999
� Gold Star $250 - $499

� Blue Star $100 - $249
� Contributor $50 - $99
� Friend $1 - $49
� Blue & Gold Alumni Newsletter
� In Memory of _____________________________________
� Other ___________________________________________

� Please take note of my new contact information
� Please add me to the email newsletter list
� Please send information about including the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate or investment plans.   
� I have included the Aberdeen Public Schools Foundation in my estate planning.


