
P.E.O. STAR SCHOLARSHIP of $2,500 

The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship is a competitive one-time $2,500 scholarship recognizing 
graduating high school senior women who demonstrate outstanding leadership, academic 
achievement, extracurricular activities, and community service and who plan to pursue full or 
part-time post- secondary education in the United States or Canada beginning in the fall 
following their high school graduation. 
    

The P.E.O. Sisterhood (Philanthropic Education Organization) is an international women's 
organization chartered in 1869 by seven outstanding young women. Today the organization 
consists of about 230,000 members with a primary focus on providing educational 
opportunities for female students worldwide. The Sisterhood, headquartered in Des Moines, 
Iowa, is organized with chapters throughout the United States and Canada. There are five 
active chapters in Aberdeen.  


ELIGIBILITY 
A woman is eligible to be recommended for the P.E.O. STAR Scholarship provided she:

a. Exhibits excellent in leadership, academics, extracurricular activities, community service and 
potential for future success.

b. Has a minimum cumulative unweighted GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.

c. Is in the final academic year (senior year) of her secondary education and is 20 years of age 
or under at the end of the calendar year.

d. Is a citizen or legal permanent resident of the United States or Canada.

e. Plans to attend an accredited post-secondary educational institution in the United States or

Canada full-time or part-time in the fall of the academic year following high school graduation. 
(Note: a student does not need to have selected the college or university they will be 
attending.)

f. Is recommended by and receives the vote of a local P.E.O. chapter.


SCHOLARSHIPS 

During the 2021-2022 school year, 900 scholarships were awarded in the United States and 
Canada. Approximately 1 in 4 applicants received a award. There has been an Aberdeen 
recipient within the last several year


PROCEDURES 
Recommendations for the P.E.O. STAR Scholarship will only be accepted from local chapters. 
Each chapter may recommend one woman per school calendar year.


When a local chapter identifies prospective applicant(s), the local STAR Scholarship chairman 
will arrange interview(s) to assess eligibility. Should an applicant (only one per chapter) be 
recommended by the chairman, and thus voted on by the chapter, the chapter will then advise 
the applicant upon further instructions from the national organization via email. This email will 
include instructions for setting up an online account to further complete her portion of the 
application and process.


The steps above will be done in parallel with a chapter recommendation letter to the national 
organization thoroughly introducing the applicant and explaining her outstanding qualities and 
achievements. After a nomination is submitted to P.E.O. International, the following items will 
need to be submitted by the student within 30 calendar days: a Student Profile; a Student 
Activities Charts; an original one-page essay not to exceed 700 words; two reference letters; 
and unofficial high school transcript (through the 11th grade/junior year). 




AWARDS 
Recipients will be announced annually by April 30. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR ABERDEEN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Any high school senior woman who will graduate in 2023 and meets the above qualifications 
may contact Jill Stephenson, (jcystephenson@gmail.com) Aberdeen Chapter BX or contact 
any other PEO  local Chapter of your choice.  


Please send an email explaining why you believe you qualify for the STAR Scholarship. Outline 
your academic success and demonstrated leadership in extra-curricular activities, community 
or volunteer work and potential for future success. Interested students who contact Jill 
Stephenson should write “P.E.O. STAR Scholarship” in the title line of your email.


This email needs to be sent no later than October 8th, 2022 to allow for discussion and voting 
by the local chapters and to meet the October 15th deadline for chapter recommendations.
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