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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

ADMISSION AND ENROLLMENT
N. Special Considerations, 2. Athletics

The Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) governs the athletic eligibility for
transfer students. The current handbook should be consulted in addition to the procedures
outlined herein in the application of Section N. Special Considerations Subsection 2. Athletics,
of Board Policy 5111, to determine athletic eligibility.

A. Students enrolled in grades 9-12 who transfer from one high school to a Huron Valley
School District high school must complete an Athletic Questionnaire at the time of
enrollment. This form, in part, will be utilized to determine whether the transfer is an
athletic related transfer.  The Athletic Questionnaire, once submitted, will be reviewed by
the High School Principal, Athletic Director, and Assistant Superintendent of Teaching,
Learning and Technology.  They shall meet to make a determination of whether the
transfer is an athletic related transfer.  The following facts and factors shall be considered
in making their determination:

i. List the high school sports the student participated in since first enrolling in the 9th

grade at the previous school.
ii. List of MHSAA sanctioned athletics the student desires to participate in during

the next 12 months at the new school.
iii. Determine whether the student attended open gym or practice prior to enrolling or

attending classes at the new school.
iv. Determine whether the student has competed or practiced in a non-school sport

activity that was coached, coordinated or directed by a coach, parent or school
administrator of our high school including any summer activities or non-school
sports such as a club or travel team.

v. Determine whether there is an appearance of recruitment or relationship that may
be encouraged by an athletically motivated transfer by existing or incoming
coaching personnel.

Upon a review of these facts and factors a determination will be made of whether the
transfer is an athletic related transfer by the Athletic Director, Building Principal, and
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching Learning and Technology. If an appeal to this
determination is necessary, the Superintendent of Schools will serve as the final
determination.  If a determination is made that it is not an athletic related transfer then the
Athletic Director will sign the MHSAA New Student Transfer Information Form.  Once
signed they will send it to the former Athletic Director for their review and signature.  If
the form is not signed by the new Athletic Director then the student will be notified of
which school sponsored sports that they are ineligible to participate in with Huron Valley
Schools. Under MHSAA rules the student may be eligible to try-out for other school
sponsored athletics.



AP-5111

B. Students enrolled in grades 9-12 who transfer from one high school to a Huron Valley
School District high school under board policy 5111, Section A, Legal Residence,
subsections (1), (2), or (4) must complete Step 1 of the MHSAA Educational Transfer
Form (ETF) at the time of enrollment if they qualify under MHSAA exemptions (8), (12)
or (13). This form will be utilized to determine whether the transfer is in the best
educational interest of the student and it is not significantly related to or motivated
by athletics.  If an MHSAA ETF Step 1 is submitted, then the High School Principal,
Athletic Director, and Assistant Superintendent of Teaching, Learning and Technology
shall meet to make a determination of eligibility. The following facts and factors shall be
considered in making their determination:

i. Review of educational transcripts and student’s file demonstrates the transfer is in
the best educational interest of the student and is not primarily driven by or
significantly related to or motivated by athletics. It should be presumed under
normal circumstances, for school stability purposes, that keeping a student in the
school of origin is in the student’s best educational interest.  When considering
best educational interest some of the following questions and factors shall be
considered in order to aid in a determination that is in the best interest of the
transferring student and the school district.

a. The student qualifies for participation under the MHSAA Section 9 (E) -
Athletic-related transfer (Link Rule).

b. A review of the student’s file will be executed and the following factors
will be considered:  discipline, grades, current credits earned, and g.p.a..
Huron Valley Schools will consider contacting the previous high school
staff (principal, counselor, etc) if additional information is needed.

c. How do the educational programs and extracurricular activities at the new
school compare to those at the school of origin? For example, does one
school have programs and activities that address the unique educational
needs or interests of the student that the other school does not?

d. Are there any documented safety issues to consider in the home or school
context that should be taken into consideration?

e. What are the circumstances in the student’s current nuclear home e.g.
safety, health, abuse?

f. Does the student qualify under homelessness status that might contribute
to the transfer?

ii. The student or parent is not dissatisfied nor has there been evidence of a conflict
with playing time, team position, philosophy relating to athletics at the prior
school.

iii. The student or parent is not seeking to nullify actions by the former school
relating to discipline or eligibility.

iv. The student or parent is not seeking to play on a less successful team to rank
higher among players on that team.

v. The student or parent is not seeking to play on a more successful team to gain
exposure to higher competition and/or college scouts.

vi. The student is not seeking to participate with teammates or coaches with which
the student knows or has participated with previously.
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Upon a review of these factors and facts a determination will be made.  If a determination is
made that enrollment in Huron Valley Schools is in the best educational interest of the student
and it is not significantly related to or motivated by athletics, then the High School Principal will
sign the ETF.  Once signed, the ETF will be sent to the former High School Principal for their
review and consideration. If the sending High School does not deem the transfer is significantly
related to athletics then a signature would be added to the ETF and Huron Valley Schools will
proceed in accordance with the MHSAA ETF protocol and allow the student to participate in
said athletic season(s). If the ETF is not signed by the new High School Principal then the
student will be notified of which school sponsored sports they are ineligible to participate in.
Under MHSAA rules the student may be eligible to try-out for other school sponsored athletics.
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