
 

 
 

 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS – 2021-2022 

August 9, 2021 

 

Please note that updated guidance was distributed by the Illinois 

State Board of Education in conjunction with the Illinois Department 

of Public Health on Monday, August 9, 2021. Parents will be 

provided with an updated version of these COVID19 protocols and 

plans by Friday August 13, 2021 in order to insure that the District’s 

plans and protocols are in compliance with the most recent 

guidance.  

As we begin the 2021-2022 school year, the coronavirus pandemic 

continues to require changes to the operation of the school. The District 

has established the following protocols to address health and safety 

concerns while maintaining our focus on student learning. 

Considerations most relevant to students and families are outlined 

below.  Key mitigation strategies are identified in this document foe 

your review. 

Please be aware that the recommendations and requirements of the State 

and local health departments, as well as the State Board of Education, will 

continue to evolve in response to changes in the COVID-19 landscape 

locally, nationally and globally. The District’s protocols may also change 

in response to these developments and mandates. We will share updates 

and changes with families via our website, emails, and newsletter 

notifications. Our goal is to safely maintain in person learning throughout 

the school year.  



SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Social distancing of between 3 to 6 feet must be observed whenever 

possible. Social distancing requires three to six (6) feet of space 

between each individual in the school. Classrooms and other common 

spaces will be arranged to accommodate social distancing throughout the 

school building. Student seating will be arranged so that students face in 

the same direction. Additional areas of the building will be used to 

increase the space available for instruction. Floor markings will be 

utilized to maintain appropriate distance when students line up and travel 

through the halls.  

Locker rooms will not be available for student use during the 2021-2022 

school year.  In locker rooms and rest rooms, stalls, lockers, and other 

private spaces will be marked to maintain distance between 

individuals.  In addition, capacity and access may be limited in order to 

maintain social distance.   

Students will eat lunch in the Multi-Purpose Room, outside, or other 

space designated to accommodate social distancing of at least 6 feet. 

Students will be spread out and expected to maintain social distance 

while eating. Students who do not observe social distancing protocols 

will be redirected by a staff member.  Students who do not comply with 

this redirection will be escorted to a separate area, where they will be 

supervised but away from other students for the duration of the lunch 

period.  K-5 snack times will be held outdoors or in the MPR following 

the same protocols as during the lunch period.   

Students will have outdoor recess, weather permitting. When required 

social distance can be maintained outdoors, students will be permitted 

to remove their face coverings. Outdoor recess groupings will be 

structured to align with the Illinois Department of Health guidance for 

outdoor activities. Indoor recess, when required, will be held in spaces 

where social distancing can be maintained.  

Physical education lessons and activities will be structured to facilitate 



social distancing.  Floor markings will be utilized to help structure 

activities and class sizes will be monitored to provide adequate space 

for students to participate. 

FACE COVERINGS 

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, face coverings will be required for 

all District staff members, students, and visitors who are present in the 

school district building. Face coverings will also be required on school 

grounds in circumstances where social distancing (six feet of distance 

between individuals) cannot be maintained. Face coverings are masks or 

other cloth face coverings which cover an individual’s nose and mouth. 

They should be fitted to the face and tightly woven, but permit breathing 

without restriction. Face shields may not be used in place of face 

coverings. 

All students will be provided with a cloth face covering for use during 

school hours. Students must wear the District-provided face covering, or, 

if preferred, a face covering of their choice that adheres to the guidance 

published by the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), available at 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/mask-use. 

Face coverings must be worn by students at all times in school buildings, 

on school busses, on school grounds when social distancing cannot be 

maintained, and at all school activities. 

Students may remove face coverings to eat lunch. The District will provide 

designated indoor space, marked for social distancing and/or otherwise 

fitted with shields or other materials, for student use during lunch periods. 

The District will also provide designated outdoor space which allows for 

social distancing, for recess and other break periods for students where 

face coverings are not required. All lunch/recess/break periods will be 

supervised by District staff. 

Students who are not wearing a face covering upon entry to school or a 

school bus or vehicle, or at any other school event where face coverings 

are required will be provided a disposable face covering for immediate 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/mask-use


use. Students who have not been provided an accommodation to the face 

covering requirement and who refuse to wear a face covering in the 

school building, on the school bus or other school activity where face 

coverings are required may be subject to discipline, including being sent 

home and excluded from instruction, transportation, and other school 

activities. 

Students who cannot safely wear or independently remove a face 

covering due to their age, disability, or medical condition may be exempt 

from the District’s requirements to wear face coverings or may be entitled 

to accommodations to the requirement.   

Parents/guardians of students who have a medical condition or other 

disability which may prevent the safe wearing of face coverings and who 

are currently receiving accommodations under Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or services under the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) should confer with [their student’s case 

manager/administrator/special education director].  Parents/guardians 

will be required to complete the District’s “Face Covering 

Accommodation Form” which must be verified by the student’s physician. 

Upon review of the completed and verified form, the District will schedule 

a meeting with parents/guardians and the student’s Section 504/IEP team 

to review the form and consider accommodations for the student.  

The District may verify all information provided by the student’s 

parent/guardian and/or the student’s physician through an independent 

review by a licensed medical provider of the District’s choice. 

Parents/guardians of students who are not currently served under Section 

504 or IDEA who believe their student requires reasonable 

accommodation to the District’s face covering requirement must 

complete the District’s “Face Covering Accommodation Form” which 

must be verified by the Student’s physician. The completed form should 

be provided to the Superintendent, who will contact parents to set a 

meeting to consider the accommodation request. The District may verify 

all information provided by the student’s parent/guardian and/or the 



student’s physician through an independent review by a licensed medical 

provider of the District’s choice. 

Visitors to school are limited to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

Visitors who are permitted must adhere to the face covering 

requirements.  

   

HAND WASHING AND CLEANING 

Students will be prompted to wash hands frequently, including upon 

arrival to and departure from school; after blowing one’s nose, coughing, 

or sneezing; following restroom use; before and after eating; and upon 

return from the playground/ physical education. Students will be taught 

to wash their hands thoroughly using soap and warm water. Hand 

sanitizer will also be available for use.  

Students may not drink directly from water fountains. Instead, students 

are permitted to carry personal water bottles throughout the school day.  

Bottles of water will also be available in all classrooms should students 

need to replenish their personal supply.  

Additional cleaning will be conducted throughout the school, especially 

of highly touched surfaces (door handles, desktops/ tabletops, light 

switches, pencil sharpeners, computer keyboards, hands-on learning 

items, cubbies/coat and backpack areas, and sinks and faucets). To the 

extent possible, supplies and materials will be assigned to individual 

students rather than shared.   

Students will be allowed to bring backpacks to school to carry supplies, 

materials and books. 

HEALTH SCREENING  

Prior to bringing or sending a child to school each day, the 

parents/guardians should check their child’s  temperature and determine 

if their child is exhibiting any symptoms associated with COVID-19,   



  

STUDENTS ON BUSES 

Students riding the school bus must wear approved face coverings and sit 

in their designated seats which have been assigned to reflect socially 

distanced seating to the extent possible.  Students will not be allowed to 

get on the bus without a mask and extra masks will be available. 

VISITORS 

Visitors will be limited to those with essential business in the building. 

They will be screened for COVID 19 symptoms prior to entry. All visitors 

must contact the building office upon arrival so that a screener can meet 

the visitor at the entrance and conduct the screening.   

 

ISOLATION AND EXCLUSION 

If an individual develops known COVID-19 symptoms they will be 

separated from the rest of the school population immediately.   

The District has installed supervised quarantine space(s) for students 

and/or staff that experience COVID-19-like symptoms at school, while 

they await pickup and/or evaluation.  The Superintendent of the school 

will identify, for the staff, the quarantine space(s) in the school building.  

The school nurse, or administrator or designee in the absence of nursing 

professionals, will have the discretion to determine who is placed in such 

quarantine spaces. The school nurse will document any student or staff 

member placed in the quarantine space.  

Students experiencing COVID-19-like symptoms will be isolated in a 

quarantine space with supervision until a parent or guardian can be 

contacted to take the student home.  Students will not be left alone in these 

quarantine spaces. The District will not allow use of school buses or public 

transportation to send a student home when exhibiting COVID-19-like 

symptoms at school.   



The quarantine spaces have been set up to reduce the risk of 

transmission:  

 Quarantine spaces have been designed to allow for 6 feet of social 

distancing between individuals and to provide restroom access and 

access to an exterior door, where possible, to avoid the need for a 

sick individual to move through the building to exit.   

 When interacting with individuals in quarantine spaces, school 

nurses and/or the administrator or designee treating the individual 

will wear appropriate PPE, including gloves and face coverings. The 

District will provide this additional PPE to all employees.  

 Additionally, treating staff will utilize appropriate hand hygiene and 

will follow standard precautions for patient care, as outlined by the 

CDC.   

The District will also close off any areas used by the sick individual and 

will not permit use of those areas until after proper cleaning and 

disinfection. Windows will be opened, when possible, to increase air 

circulation in the area. The District will wait at least 24 hours prior to 

cleaning and disinfecting the area; if waiting 24 hours is not possible, the 

District will clean and disinfect the area after waiting as long as possible. 

All areas that were used by the individual who was sick will be cleaned 

and disinfected. The potentially infected area(s) will only be opened for 

use once proper cleaning and disinfecting has occurred. 

If a student has laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 with symptoms or is 

suspected of having COVID-19 based on their symptoms, they may return 

to school when meeting the most current conditions required by the local 

health department and the CDC. 

If a student has laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 without symptoms, they 

may return to school when meeting the most current conditions required 

by the local health department. 

Remote learning will only be provided for students who are required to 

quarantine and are not eligible to be vaccinated. This instruction will be 



provided to those eligible during a required quarantine period only. 

Testing 

Rondout will be participating in weekly COVID-19 screening and the 

Test to Stay program utilizing Shield testing provided for public school 

districts in Illinois.  More details will be provided regarding this 

voluntary program for students and staff. We expect that the program 

will launch in mid-September.  Parents will be required to authorize 

their child’s participation in the program with screening completed 

once per week and interim testing provided for students with symptoms 

and those who may have been close contacts who are eligible for 

participation in the Test to Stay program. 

 

Multiple Mitigation Strategies 

By utilizing multiple mitigation strategies we will provide students and 

staff with the most effective combination of protocols to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19.  Your cooperation will be essential in supporting 

the safety and well-being our students, staff and families.   

 


