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SECTION IV FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

2021 
HANDBOOK FOR POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
FORWARD: 
 
The “Handbook for Policies and Procedures” has been designed as a supplement to the STAC, IAC and MAC 
handbooks.  In addition, the Section IV Football Conference will comply with the regulations set forth by the 
National Federation High School Athletic Association, New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
and Section IV Athletic Council.  The current rulebook, issued by the National Federation, will be the standard 
for game administration unless noted otherwise within the Section IV Football Conference Handbook. 
Changes or additions to this handbook must be approved by a minimum of five votes by Division Chairpersons.  
In the case of a tie vote, the Chairman will break all ties. 
 

PRE-SEASON MEETING 
Thursday, August19th @ Johnson City High School – Room 222 @ 6:30 PM 

Football committee meets at 6 p.m. 
 

Chairman:    Jeff Paske 
     Johnson City Central School District 
     666 Reynolds Road 
     Johnson City, NY 13790 
     (607) 201-5135 
         
Vice-Chairman:    Dave Kelly 
     Delhi High School 
     2 Sheldon Drive 
     Delhi, NY 13753 
     (607) 746-2007 
 
Coordinator:    Dave Garbarino 
     Binghamton Central School District 
     164 Hawley Street 
     Binghamton, NY 13902 
 
Ernie Davis Game Coordinator:   
      
Interscholastic Sports Coordinator: Bill Bryant 
     276 State Hwy 7 
     Sidney, NY  13838 
     (607) 561-2347 - office 
     (607) 561-2344 - fax  
     Email:  bill.bryant@dcmoboces.com 
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2019 NYSPHSAA CHAMPION 

Class B : Chenango Forks Class C : Susquehanna Valley 
 

2019 NYSPHSAA WEST REGIONAL CHAMPIONS 
Class B: Chenango Forks Class C: Susquehanna Valley 

 
2019 CENTRAL REGION CHAMPIONS 

Class B: Chenango Forks Class C: Susquehannan Valley Class D: Tioga 
 

2019 SECTION IV CHAMPIONS 
Class AA: Corning   Class A: Union-Endicott  Class B: Chenango Forks  

Class C: Susquehanna Valley    Class D: Tioga  8man: Lansing  
 
 

2019 DIVISION CHAMPIONS 
DIVISION I – AA/A DIVISION II – B   DIVISION III – C 
Corning   Chenango Forks   Newark Valley 
 
DIVISION IV – C  DIVISION V – D   DIVISION VI – D 
Susquehanna Valley Walton    Tioga 
 
DIVISION VII – 8 man        
Lansing 
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SECTION IV FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

 
DIVISION ALIGNMENT–2021 

 
 
 
Division I – Class “AA” (1025+) Division II - Class “A” (1024-630)  Division III – Class “B” (629-397) 
Tom Morrell (STAC) – Rep.          Josh Gannon (STAC) – Rep.    Jeff Paske (STAC) – Rep.  
Elmira (1275) Union-Endicott (806)  Maine-Endwell (560) 
Corning (1140) Vestal (798)  Johnson City (522) 
Ithaca (1118) Horseheads (981)  Owego (431) 
Binghamton (1029)   Windsor (401)   
  

  
Division IV – Class “C” (396-261)                                            Division V – Class “C” (396-261) 
Dave Hogan (STAC) – Rep.                                           Scott Wandell (IAC) – Rep.   
Norwich (390)  Waverly (350) 
Susquehanna Valley (297)  Dryden (332) 
Chenango Forks (350)  Chenango Valley (362) 
Oneonta (336)  Watkins Glen(261)/OM(129) 
   
  
  
                                                                                                                                               
Division VI – Class “D”(260-below)                                                  
Will Cook (IAC) – Rep.  Dave Kelly (MAC) – Rep. 
Newark Valley (257) Sidney (225) 
Harpursville(183)/Afton (123) Walton (215) 
Tioga (206) Delaware Academy (174) 
Bainbridge-Guilford (177) Deposit(110)/Hancock(89) 
                        
                       

 
Division VII - 8man  Division VIII – 8man Division IX – 8man 
              Ralph Boettger – (IAC) – Rep.                           Matt Hafele (MAC) – Rep.  
Groton (177) Newfield (158) Greene (210)  
Lansing (267) Notre Dame (149) Oxford (168) 
Moravia (206) Thomas A. Edison (242) Unadila Valley (176) 
Trumansburg (230) Spencer VE (212)/Candor (174) Unatego (162)/Franklin (60) 
Whitney Point (306) 
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SCHOOLS BY LEAGUE 
 
 

 
STAC 
 
AA A B C 8man  
Corning Binghamton Johnson City Chenango Forks 
Elmira Union-Endicott Maine-Endwell Chenango Valley 
Horseheads Vestal Owego Norwich 
Ithaca  Windsor Oneonta 
   Susquehanna Valley 
    
          
******************************************************************************************* 
MAC 
 D    8man 
 Delaware Academy  Greene 
 Deposit/Hancock  Oxford 
 Sidney    Unadilla Valley 
 Walton    Unatego 
 Bainbridge-Guilford 
 Harpursville/Afton  
 
******************************************************************************************* 
IAC 
 
C D    8man 
Dryden     Newark Valley   Elmira Notre Dame 
Watkins Glen/Odessa-Montour  Tioga    Groton 
Waverly        Lansing  
         Moravia  
         Newfield 
         Spencer VE/Candor 
         Thomas A. Edison 

Trumansburg 
         Whitney Point



 
 

5 
 

Preamble to the Constitution of the Section IV Football Conference 
 

CODE OF ETHICS 
 
 
Statement of Principles 
WHEREAS, the Section IV Football Conference was formed to allow member schools to cooperate together to 
promote football for the students of the STAC, IAC and MAC Association, it is imperative that each member school 
pledge to maintain a common bond of ethics so that all operations of the Conference agree to an ethical code for the 
good of the Conference and all parties so attached. 
 
Responsibility of Member Schools 
WHEREAS, membership in the Section IV Football Conference commits each school to a common cause, it is of the 
utmost importance that every member school supports the regulations of the Section IV conference, and if ever in 
disagreement, moves within the prescribed channels to adjust and revise such procedures as necessary for the 
betterment of the organization.  Schools airing grievances via the media rather than through League channels will be 
in violation of this Code of Ethics. 
 
Responsibility of the Conference Administration 
WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon the officers to pledge their efforts within the framework of the Constitution to carry 
out their duties to the fullest so that the Section IV Football Conference will have the leadership needed to reach the 
goals of the organization. 
 
Responsibility of the Athletic Directors 
WHEREAS, athletic directors and coaches will be the liaison between schools and conferences, implementation of 
conference policy will be primarily their responsibility.  It is vital these leaders provide opportunities for student 
participation, foster training of students and spectators in conduct, game ethics and sportsmanship, and engender 
respect for local, state and national rules and policies under which school programs are conducted. 
 
Responsibility of Coaches 
WHEREAS, opportunities are available for coaches to provide input toward Conference regulations, they are 
obligated to uphold the rules and regulations as established in the Section IV Football Conference Constitution and 
Regulations. 
 
Coaches, who air grievances via the media, rather than through the Section IV Football Conference channels, will be 
in violation of the Code of Ethics. 
 
Responsibility of Student Participants 
WHEREAS, the Section IV Football Conference was formed to promote equated and sportsmanlike competition 
among member schools and seek to establish amicable and congenial relationships among visitors and hosts. 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SECTION IV FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
 
Article I Name 
 

The name of the organization shall be the Section IV Football Conference. 
 
Article II Purpose 
 

The purpose of the Section IV Football Conference is to provide a means for its members to: 
 

(a) Maintain a football program based on a sound philosophy of interscholastic competition. 
(b) Work together under a standard set of rules and regulations set forth by New York State, 

Section IV, and the Section IV Football Conference. 
(c) Have a schedule based on equitable competition. 
(d) Have said schedule reviewed annually to eliminate inequities. 
(e) Have an opportunity to participate in post conference play. 

 
Article III Membership 
 

All school districts that are members of Section IV and participate in eleven-man or eight-man 
football. 

 
Article IV Governance - Officers 
 

The Section IV Football Conference will be administered by a Football Committee. 
 

The Football Committee shall develop rules for the Section IV Football Conference.  Rules for 
the conduct of the Section IV Football Conference shall be published in the By-Laws, which shall 
be attached to this constitution.  The Football Committee shall also make recommendations 
concerning the administration of the game of football to the membership of the Section IV 
Football Conference. 

 
Section 1 - Each of the divisions within the Section IV Football Conference will elect one voting 
representative to serve on the Football Committee for a two-year term. 

 
Section 2 - If, after the division elections, a league, whose schools are in the Section IV Football 
Conference, is not represented on this committee, the President of Section IV shall appoint a 
voting representative from said league. 

 
Note: The current leagues include the Interscholastic Athletic Conference, the Southern Tier 
Athletic Conference, and the Midstate Athletic Conference Association. 

 
Section 3 - The Chairperson of the Section IV Football Committee will be appointed and serve at 
the pleasure of the president of Section IV.  The chairperson shall be responsible for the meetings 
of the Football Committee.  The chairperson may vote only to break a tie.  The chairperson and 
vice chairperson of the Section IV Football Committee shall not be one of league representatives. 

 
Section 4 - The vice chairperson/secretary, a non-voting member of the Section IV Football 
Committee, will be appointed by the president of Section IV.  The vice chairperson/secretary will 
assume the duties of the chairperson when the chairperson is unable to perform said duties.  The 
vice chairperson/secretary will also act to maintain lines of communication among the Football 
Committee, Section IV and the member schools of the Section IV Football Conference. 
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Article V Meetings 
 

Section 1 - Meetings of the Football Committee will be scheduled by the chairperson. 
 
Section 2 - A majority of the voting members of the Football Committee will constitute a 
quorum. 
 
Section 3 - Each Football Committee member shall have one vote, except as noted in Article IV, 
Section 3 and 4. 
 
Section 4 - A Football Committee member may vote by proxy provided such proxy is evidenced 
by a signed writing specifically indicating the party who is authorized by such proxy to register 
the vote of the absent member. 
 
Section 5 - Any one, or members of the Football Committee, or any Football sub-Committee, 
therefore may participate in a meeting of such Football Committee or Football sub-Committee by 
means of a conference telephone or similar communications equipment allowing all persons 
participating in the meeting to hear each other at the same time.   Participation by such means 
shall constitute presence in person at a meeting. 
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BY-LAWS 
 
1. ELIGIBILITY FOR COMPETITION 
 
 A. The regulations regarding eligibility are established in New York State Public High School 

Athletic Association NYSPHSAA, Inc. handbook. 
 

B. All member schools shall observe the New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
(NYSPHSAA, Inc.) handbook rules unless they are specifically superseded by more stringent 
league rules. 

 
 C. The transfer of a student from one school to another member school shall be governed by the 

rules of the New York State Public High School Athletic Association unless superseded by more 
stringent conference/ league/association rules. 

 
 D. In order to be eligible for football, a student must be eligible to participate in all other sports at 

their school.  (Unless permitted for football only under the Extended Eligibility standards.) 
 
2. SCHEDULING AND AWARDS 
 

A. The football schedule shall be the responsibility of the Football Committee. 
 

1. Final approval of a football schedule will be the responsibility of the voting members of 
the Football Committee.  At the post-season coach’s meeting, the coaches have the 
opportunity to voice their concerns about the schedule. 

2. As per Section IV Merger date – any teams must have paperwork into section by July 1st.  
3. Non-divisional games cancelled shall be called a forfeit, except for an "act of God", 

which will be called a no-contest; non-divisional games cancelled because of austerity 
budget will be called a no-contest; divisional games cancelled will be called a forfeit.  To 
be effective by a date established by the Football Committee (when schedule is officially 
accepted). 

4. If you find a game to replace the forfeited game, that contest counts toward your record 
and seeding points.  The new contest replaces any points you would have gained by 
forfeit.  

  5. Schools who refuse to play an approved Section IV scheduled football game will suffer 
the consequence of and ineligibility to participate in sectionals that year, will not be 
scheduled a ninth game the following year and will not be allowed to participate in  

   Section IV championships.  
 

B. Appropriate awards will be established by the Football Committee. 
 
3. CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

A. The leaders in the regular season schedule, in each division, will be declared the division 
champions.  If there is a tie, the school that is ranked one (1) in the division will receive the 
trophy based on the Section IV Football Point System. 

 
B. There will be no divisional playoff to determine division champion in football. (To advance 

only.) 
 

C. Only division games will count towards division championships.  The Section IV Football Point 
System (page 10) will determine championships and participants in post season play.  

 
D. Teams playing an independent schedule will not be eligible to participate in Section IV football 
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playoffs. 
 
4. PLAYOFFS 2021 

A. “AA”- The top four (4) “AA” teams will make the playoffs and be seeded based on their record 
against AA competition.  The fourth seed will play at first seed.  Third seed will play at second 
seed.  Winners will play at the highest seed remaining. 
 

B.  “A”- The top three (3) “A” teams will make the playoffs and be seeded based on their record 
against A competition. The 3 seed will play at the 2 seed, winner will play at the 1 seed.     

 
C.  “B”- The top four (4) “B” teams will make the playoffs and be seeded based on their record 

against B competition. The fourth seed will play at first seed.  Third seed will play at second 
seed.  Winners will play at the highest seed remaining. 
 

D. “C” – The top two (2) teams from each “C” division will make the playoffs.   2nd place from 
division IV at 1st place from division V.  2nd place from division V at 1st place from division IV. 
 The 1st place team will be the home team.  Winners will play at the highest seed remaining.  If 
it’s both the first place teams, the higher seed will be determined by head to head matchup.  If 
they didn’t play, then it’ll be based on the Section IV point system.    

 
E. “D” – The top two (2) teams from each “D” division will make the playoffs. The semi-finals will 

be held at a site determined by the committee.  2nd place from division V vs. 1st place from 
division VI.  2nd place from division VI vs. 1st place from division V.  The 1st place team will be 
the home team.  Winners will play at a site determined by the committee (the highest seed 
remaining will be the home team). If it’s both the first place teams, the higher seed will be 
determined by head to head matchup.  If they didn’t play, then it’ll be based on the Section IV 
point system.   

 
F. “8 man” – The top three (3) “8 man” teams from each division will make the playoffs.  One wild 

card will also make it based on the Section IV Point System.  The matchups will be – 4 @ 1, 3 @ 
2 based on their record against Section IV 8 man competition.  The higher seed will be the home 
team and host the semi-finals.  Winners of the semi-finals will play at a site determined by the 
committee (the highest seed remaining will be the home team).   

 
G. Games will be arranged for week 9 for those teams not directly involved in the playoffs. These 

games are considered as part of your Section IV schedule.  Teams opting out are required to 
notify the chairman prior to week 7 of the season.  Week “0” games are left up to the individual 
school to schedule if the vote is passed in favor of allowing week “0” games by NYSPHSAA.  
Non-playoff Week 10 games are strongly encouraged and need to be scheduled by opposing 
teams Athletic Directors.  

 
H. Class “D” semi–finalists location will be determined by the Section IV Football Committee and 

based on a bidding process sent out by Section IV.  2021 @ Johnson City  
 

I. Tie-breaker procedures – 1. Head to head 2. Section IV Football point system 3.  Record vs. 
Common Opponent 4.  Division Record 5. Overall Record 6.  1st Half point differential amongst 
tied teams 7.  1st Half common opponent point differential 8.  1st Half division games point 
differential 9. Coin flip **(Anytime a team is eliminated through any step of the tie-breaker, the 
remaining teams go back to step 1.) 

 
J. Sectional finals will be decided by the Section IV Football Committee.   Effective with 2019 

season, Class AA, A championship games will be played at highest seed.  Effective with 2021 
season, Class B, C championship games will be played at highest seed.  Class D/8man will be 
played at a neutral site (Binghamton 2021).  Also, a school must host a C/D semi-final before 



 
 

10 
 

hosting the Section IV Championships.  
 
 

 
 

5. Section IV Football Point System 
 

In an effort to facilitate a 3-way tie and for seeding purposes for playoffs, the football committee has 
adopted the “Section IV Football Point System.”  Points will be given based on the following 
situations.  Points will be added up and then divided by the number of games to develop a quotient.  
The quotient will be used to break a tie/seeding purposes: 
 
 2 points for defeating a team in a higher classification  
 2 points for defeating a team in your classification 
 1 point for defeating a team in a smaller classification 
 1 point for defeating an Independent school 
 1 point for losing to a team in a higher classification 

BONUS POINTS: (For a win, you can only qualify for one of the 5 possibilities below.) 
 3 points for defeating a team with 7 victories in any classification 
 2.5 points for defeating a team with 6 victories in any classification 
 2 points for defeating a team with 5 victories in any classification 
 1.5 points for defeating a team with 4 victories in any classification 
 1 point for defeating a team in a higher classification with 3 wins 
 2 points for losing to a team with 8 victories in any classification 
 1.5 points for losing to a team with 7 victories in any classification 
 1 point for losing to a team with 6 victories in any classification  
 0.5 points for losing to a team with 5 victories in any classification  

 
 

For the tied teams: 
Total points will be divided by total games played.  A quotient will be developed.  The teams will be seeded 
according to the quotient for the top seed.  The #2 and #3 seed will be based on their head-to-head results.  If 
#1 and #2 are tied by points, #3 is eliminated from the tiebreaker.  Seeding for playoffs is based on their head-
to-head results. 
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6. PLAYOFF AND BOWL GAME PROCEDURES 
 
  A. Times and Teams: Class AA/A/B/C will play at higher seed through the Sectional Final.  Class D 

will play neutral site Sectional Semi-final and neutral site Sectional Final.  8 man plays higher 
seed for sectional semi-final and neutral site for Sectional Final.   

 
B. Game Jerseys: The same procedure will be used as during the regular season depending who is 

the home and away team.  For classes, “AA”, “A”, “B”, “C”, “D” “8 man”, the higher seed will 
be the home team.   

 
C. Radio and Television: Any coverage will only be granted through the Section IV Interscholastic 

Sports Coordinator and follow the Section guidelines. 
 

D. Tickets:  Semi-finals and finals held at a school facility the ticket cost is $6.00.  $4.00 for Senior 
Citizens 65 and older.  

 
E. Passes:  Section IV regular and lifetime passes are also acceptable.  School, league, and official 

passes are not acceptable.  There will be no exceptions to this policy. 
 

F. Expenses (For Semi-Finals & Finals):  All receipts must be accounted for and sent to the Section 
IV treasurer the Monday following the game along with bills and a complete report.  All bills will 
be paid by check by the Section IV treasurer.  A report of finances must be sent to the Section IV 
treasurer on all playoff games prior to bowl games as well as bowl games. 

 
G. 2021 Sectional Semi-Final Schedule 
 

Class AA – Higher seed hosts each semi-final 
Class A – Higher seed hosts semi-final 
Class B – Higher seed hosts semi-final 
Class C – Higher seed hosts each semi-final 
Class D – Johnson City hosts both semi-finals – 11/6/2021 12:00pm & 3:00pm 
8 man – Higher seed hosts each semi-final 

 
H. 2021 Sectional Final Schedule 
 

Class AA – Higher seed hosts Final 
Class A – Higher seed hosts Final 
Class B – Higher seed hosts Final  
Class C – Higher seed hosts Final 
Class D – 11/12 7:00pm at Binghamton  
8 man – 11/13 12:00pm at Binghamton  
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7. EXCEPTIONAL SENIOR CONTESTS 
 

The conference will sanction an Exceptional Senior Contest.  The Exceptional Senior Contest will be 
known as the "Ernie Davis Thanksgiving Exceptional Senior Classic."  This game will be scheduled to 
play at 6:00 p.m. the Tuesday night before Thanksgiving @ TBD. 
 
Selection Procedure – Coach’s Meeting 
1. Coaches will bring player recommendations. 
2. Coaches will split up according to Class – AA, A, B, C, D. 
3. Each class will be given a certain number of picks as determined by the Ernie Davis Committee. 
4. Once picks are decided within the class, wild cards will be nominated to the Ernie Davis 

chairman. 
5. Wild Card picks will be put on white board for all coaches to see.  Discussion will occur to  
 determine what positions are needed.  If decisions cannot be made to fill out the 44 man   

                          roster, the Ernie Davis chairman will fill out the roster.   
6. Players will be notified by their head coach and given a practice schedule, letter of intent,             

         medical permission form to fill out. 
7. If a player cannot play for medical reasons, they will remain on the roster to be recognized, but    

        may be replaced upon recommendation by the Ernie Davis chairman. 
 8.   All selected players must play at least one quarter of the Senior Game. 

9.   A defensive and offensive player of the game will be chosen for each team by Section IV 
Committee members in attendance.  

 
 Player Selection Meeting Dates 

East/West - The post-season meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at Johnson City High 
School at 6:30pm.  We are combining the post-season meeting with the Ernie Davis meeting.   
Ernie Davis Classic – Tuesday, November 23, 2021 
Head Coaches for the 2021 game – “D” schools 
Head Coaches for the 2022 game – “AA/A” schools 
 
Ernie Davis Rules: 
Teams must run a 5-2 Defense. 
No blitzing allowed. 
You may walk off ends based on formation. 
Inside the 10 yard line, you may run any defense you want. 
Offensively, no double wing/double tight.  

 
 
 
 
8. VIOLATIONS 
 

The following steps are recommended in dealing with alleged violations of By-Laws and/or Constitution. 
 
A. The Football Committee will expedite a hearing involving the necessary members of both parties to 

the alleged violation.  This hearing will be considered closed to the public.  A complete statement of 
facts and a total description of the alleged violation should be included in the notice of the hearing at 
least 24 hours in advance of the hearing.  The notice of hearing will be delivered personally or by 
certified mail. 

B. After the conclusion of the hearing and any subsequent investigation, that might be deemed 
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necessary, the Football Committee will recommend action to Section IV as deemed appropriate in the 
disposition of the case.  

 
 
 
9. DUAL PARTICIPATION 
 

No player may participate in another fall interscholastic sport at the same time in which he is a member of 
a Section IV Football Conference team. 

 
 
10. PROCEDURES FOR ELECTING VOTING MEMBERS OF THE FOOTBALL COMMITTEE 
 

A. When a committee member leaves, the chairperson asks the committee if they would like to 
nominate anyone for that position.  

 
B. Once the nominations are taken, the chairman will call those people to see if they are still 

interested in serving on the committee.  
 

C. At the end of season meeting, the chairperson will bring the nominations to the committee. There 
will be discussion and then a vote will be taken.  

 
D. A plurality will determine the elected representative.  In case of a tie, the chairperson will resolve 

the tie internally. 
 
11. PASSES 
 

A. IAC, STAC and MAC Conference passes will be accepted at all regular season football games. 
 

B. Section IV passes will be accepted at all scheduled football games. 
 
C. A school may issue passes for home contests only. 

 
12. ROSTERS 
 

All football program rosters are to be exchanged between schools by the first official scrimmage date. 
 Each roster should include number in numerical order (home and away jerseys), name, position, height, 

weight and year in school. 
 
 
13. UNIFORMS 
 

The visiting team will wear the light colored jersey; the home team will wear the dark.  If there is a 
change from this regulation, it will be allowed by mutual agreement of the athletic directors involved.  
The visiting team is responsible for the avoidance of similarity of colors, but if there is doubt, the referee 
may request the home team to change. 
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14. OFFICIAL’S ASSIGNMENTS 
 

A. Recommended five active officials for varsity contests and playoffs. 
 

B. Three officials - at least one active - will be assigned to junior varsity and modified contests. 
 

C. The secretaries of the officials association will be responsible for the assignment of all officials to 
regular season games. 

 
D. The home school is responsible for assigning a competent and impartial chain crew at all home 

contests. 
 
E. Section IV office shall make available "Officials Rating Forms" to all conference schools. 

 
F. Coaches will receive rating forms before the beginning of the season.  It is mandatory that those 

rating forms are handed in on a weekly basis.  If you are in the west or central you will need to 
mail your sheets to David Garbarino, Binghamton City Schools, 98 Oak Street, Binghamton, NY 
 13905.  If you are in the east you will need to mail your forms to Dave Kelly, Delhi Academy, 2 
Sheldon Drive, Delhi, NY  13753.  One copy should be forwarded to your athletic director by 
Monday following each game.  It is strongly recommended that negative ratings be shared with 
the Football Coordinator via email or phone call.   

 
G. Selection of officials for post season play will be based on ratings and at the discretion of Section 

IV Football Coordinator. 
 

H. Complaints: When a school is dissatisfied with the performance of an official, the following 
procedure is recommended. 

 1. Refrain from releasing such information to the news media. 
2. A formal written complaint signed by the athletic director should be forwarded to the 

president of the Official’s Association.  A copy of such a complaint must be sent to the 
chairman of the Football Committee.  Further recourse is available with the Official’s 
Coordinating Committee of Section IV. 

 
15. COACH’S MEETING 
 

A. The Chairperson will schedule a pre-season and a post-season meeting of all football coaches. 
 

B. 1. FOOTBALL COMMITTEE MEETING TO DISCUSS 2021 SEASON 
  Thursday, August 19, 2021 6:00 p.m. Johnson City High School 
 2. Coach’s Meeting   
  Thursday, August 19, 2021 6:30 p.m. Johnson City High School 
 **There will be a modified rule meeting in conjuction with the coaching meeting.  A modified 
coach and varsity representative should be in attendance for pre-season meeting.  
 

 
C. The post-season meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 

Committee Meeting       6:00 p.m. 
Coach’s All-Star Meeting/Ernie Davis Meeting   6:30 p.m. 
 
 

16. DIVISION ALIGNMENT 
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Division alignment will be reviewed every year and adjusted according to enrollment and/or geography. 
 

17. PROTEST PROCEDURES 
 

A. It should be noted that no protest will be allowed if the protest is based on a "judgement" call by 
the official. 

 
B. The following will govern what can be protested to the league: 
 1. Misinterpretation of the rules by an official. 
 2. The use of an ineligible player or contestant. 

3. Dangerous situations that may exist in certain areas, such as the playing field.  This 
would apply only if the Football Committee or the school has been notified to eliminate 
the condition and have failed to take action. 

 
C. Rules of protest will be as follows: 
 1.  A protest must be made at the time set forth herein to be considered. 
 2.  If it is a misinterpretation of the rules, it must be announced to the officials handling the 

game at that time and will not be allowed after game completion. 
3. If it is an ineligible player or dangerous situation protest, it must be made preceding the 

game or immediately upon recognition of such violation. 
4. All protests must be forwarded to both the chairperson of the Football Committee and the 

director of athletics of the other school involved by telephone the next school day.  A 
copy of the protest must also be sent to the Football Committee and the director of 
athletics of the other school involved. 

 5. Upon receipt of a protest, the chairperson will contact the game officials and the 
opposing coach requesting written versions of the incident. 

 6. Once all versions are available in writing, the Football Committee chairperson will 
review the statements and decide if there are "grounds for protest" so that the protest is 
receivable. 

 7. If the protest is receivable, the chairperson shall call a meeting of the Football Committee 
to rule the protest.  All Football Committee members of the Conference vote unless a 
Football Committee member’s school is involved. 

 8.  A $100.00 fee must accompany the written protest.  If the protest is upheld, the fee will 
be returned. 

 9. Any and all protests, as to game rules or as to the conduct of the game, shall be heard and 
decided by the game committee established by the Section or Intersectional Committee as 
the case may be; and such discretion shall be final with no right to appeal. 

 
D. Appeal procedures will be handled as so stated in the NYSPHSAA handbook under Eligibility 

Standards - Item #3, pages 55-57, Appeal Procedure. 
 
18. PUBLICITY 
 

The home team will be responsible for reporting game results to all local media and the visiting team will 
notify their own local media. 

 
League Information 
The Chairperson of the Football Committee is the only person designated to release general Section IV 
Football Conference information to the news media. 



 
 

16 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ALL MEMBER SCHOOLS 

 
 

FOOTBALL ALL-STAR SELECTION RULES 
 
Division All-Star Selection 

A. Each coach may select one player from his team for every division victory that was attained 
during the season.  He may be able to add three players from his team that he can pick on an at 
large basis.  One additional player may be allowed for the team who wins the divisional 
championship. 

B. Final approval of players nominated will be the result of consensus of all the coaches in the 
division.  Every team in the division may be represented on the all-star team with at least three 
players. 

C. Each team may choose two honorable mention players. 
 
Procedure at All Star Meetings 
Coaches will know beforehand who is on the team, therefore: 
1.  Bring player write-ups, which will include height, weight, class, and position. 
 
Awards dispersed at half time of the Ernie Davis Game 
1. Divisional champions will receive a plaque.   If there is a tie, the school that is ranked one (1) in the division 

will receive the trophy. 
2. Shields will be awarded to the Divisional Champion players at halftime of the Ernie Davis Game.  
3. The purchasing of the awards, for the conference, will be the responsibility of the Section IV Interscholastic 

Sports Coordinator. 
 

FILMS/TAPES 
 

Videotaping for scouting purposes at scheduled games is permitted. 
Endzone cameras are allowed for scouting purposes. 
Scouting and videotaping is allowed at scrimmages. 
The committee voted and approved that if you are participating in the sectional playoffs you must swap video of 
your last 2 games.   
 

PUBLIC ADDRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

It is recommended that the following statement be read: 
 

"We would like to welcome you to our Section IV Football Conference contest between (home school) and 
(visiting school).  We should recognize the purpose of athletics is to promote physical, mental, social, and 
emotional well-being of individual players and their fans, and that this is a game between high school 
students, not professionals.  We encourage everyone in attendance to display proper ideals of 
sportsmanship, ethical conduct and fair play. 

 
Section IV rules include no tobacco, alcoholic beverages, noise makers, obscene language and throwing 
of objects.  Anyone not abiding by the rules set forth by the Section may be subject to immediate ejection 
from the premises. 
 
Your help in following the rules will be greatly appreciated.  If you do your part as a spectator, we are 
sure that you and the players will have a worthwhile experience. 

 Emergency medical attention can be provided by reporting the emergency to the nearest supervisor. 
 Thank you for your cooperation. 
 And now for the starting lineups for today's/tonight's game...." 
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SPORTSMANSHIP 
 

SECTION IV "MISCONDUCT POLICY" SHALL BE OBSERVED 
 
Special effort should be taken by all member schools to see that the basic rules of sportsmanship are observed by 
their teams, their cheerleaders, and their student body, both at home contests and while visiting other schools.  
The Conference realizes that the development and the practice of proper conduct at football contests are the 
responsibility of each member school; however, it is felt that the Conference should aid in carrying out this 
responsibility. 
 
Behavior of coaches, players, cheerleaders and spectators determine the quality of sportsmanship, which reflects 
upon the reputation of the school and directly influences crowd control. 
 
1.  Coach - The coach bears the greatest burden of responsibility for sportsmanship.  His/her influence upon 

the attitudes and behavior of the players, the student body and the community is unequaled.  In order for 
good sportsmanship to become a reality, it is essential that the coach subscribes to the values of 
sportsmanship and teaches its principles through word and deed. 

 
 A. Always set a good example for others to follow. 
 B.  Instruct the players in their sportsmanship responsibilities. 
 C.  Discipline those students who display unsportsmanlike behavior.  If necessary, forfeit their 

privilege of representing their school. 
 D. Be a good host to the opponents - treat them as guests. 
 E. Provide opportunities for social interaction among coaches and players of both teams whenever 

possible. 
 F.  Respect the officials' judgement and interpretation of the rules. 
 G. Publicly shake hands with the opposing coach before and after the contest. 

H.  It is the coach’s responsibility to be in direct supervision of their team members at all times, 
especially in the locker room. 

 I. All head coaches shall fill in and submit rating cards of officials following each contest. 
 
2. Players - The responsibility of the players for sportsmanship is second in importance only to the coach.  

Because players are admired and respected, they exert a great deal of influence over the actions and 
behavior of the spectators. 

 
 A.  Accept seriously the responsibility and privilege of representing the school and community. 
 B.  Treat opponents with respect that is due them as guests. 
 C.  Exercise self-control at all times, accepting decisions and abiding by them. 

D.  Respect the officials' judgement and interpretation of the rules.  Never argue or make gestures 
indicating a dislike for a decision. 

 E.  Do not communicate with the officials regarding the clarification of a ruling.  This is a function 
for the coach or captain. 

 F.  Accept both victory and defeat with pride and compassion, never being boastful or bitter. 
 G.  Congratulate the opponents in a sincere manner following either victory or defeat.  It is 

recommended that teams form a single line at mid-field to exchange congratulations at the 
conclusion of a game. 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

 
1. If a school is closed due to inclement weather, a scheduled contest may take place if the two schools 

agree. 
2. Practice sessions are up to the school. 
3.  Home school has final decision regarding field condition. 
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REGULAR SEASON GAMES 
 
1. TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 

In cases of inclement weather threatening a safe journey home, the host school should assist the visiting 
school in obtaining overnight accommodations. 

 
2. VARSITY GAME TIMES 
 7:00 p.m.    Varsity night games (Friday and Saturday) 
 1:30 p.m.    Varsity day games 
 2:00 or 2:30 p.m.  Exception: SAT and ACT dates – up to the schools involved 
 
3. VISITING TEAM ARRIVAL TIME FOR FOOTBALL 
 Visiting teams are not to arrive at the game site prior to 2 ½ hours of the game. 
 
4. PRE-GAME AND HALF-TIME ACTIVITIES OF BANDS AT FOOTBALL GAMES 

A. Communications Between Band Directors: The home band director will call the visiting director 
at least one week before the game pertaining to participation at half-time and seating needed. 

 
 B. Courtesy - Players Off The Field: Coaches must not allow players or other personnel to be on the 

field interfering with a band during their allotted time. 
 

C. Pre-game Band Ceremonies: 
  1. Times: 1:30 p.m. game  1:15 - 1:25 p.m. 

 2:00 p.m. game  1:45 - 1:55 p.m. 
 2:30 p.m. game  2:15 - 2:25 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. game  6:45 - 6:55 p.m. 
  2.  The home band will play the pre-game show. 
  3.  The pre-game show begins fifteen minutes before the game is scheduled to begin.  

Performing organizations must be off the field five minutes before game time.  This 
allows ten minutes for a pre-game show. 

  4.  Football players should be off the field fifteen minutes before game time. 
   5.  The home band will play the National Anthem at the tip of the referee's hat. 
 6. When there is no pre-game show activity planned, the home band director should notify 

his coach so that the visiting coach receives this message. 
 

 D. Half-Time Band Activities 
  1. Each band shall be allotted 7½ minutes per half time, including entry and departure. 
  2. The visiting band performs first at half-time. 
  3. One minute after the gun sounds at the half, the timekeeper will start the field clock.  

Such a request must be worked out between the band directors and/or coaches prior to the 
start of the contest.  Maximum additional allotment will be for five minutes. 

  4. If a band requests additional time, this should be adjusted on the field clock.  Such a 
request must be worked out between the band directors, referee, athletic directors and/or 
coaches prior to the field clock.  Maximum additional allotment will be for five minutes. 

  5. In the interest of safety, band lining up for half-time ceremonies should remain a 
reasonable distance from the Playing area. 

  6. Any deviation from the above rules will result in the ceremonies being terminated 
immediately. 

 
 E. Post Game Protocol  
  1. Only the home band may have access to the gridiron after the game. 
  2. The visiting band may play from the stands after the game, but they cannot enter the field 
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unless arrangements have been agreed upon prior to the game. 
 
 F. Playing in the Stands 

1. There should be no playing while the ball is in play. 
  2. The bands should not compete when playing in the stands.  When one band plays, the 

other should be silent. 
  3. In order to have this work effectively, the following rules should apply: 

   a. The visiting band should play at the end of the first quarter. 
   b. The home team should play at the end of the third quarter. 
   c. Time-outs:  The visiting band should play during the first time-out and the bands 

should alternate from that point on. 
b. Music that is part of a cheer may be played at the discretion of either conductor. 

 
ACT OF GOD 

The legal definition of an act of God generally only includes natural disasters (hurricanes, storms, lightning, 
tornado’s, etc.) 
 
For purposes of the policy pertaining to the way in which game cancellations will be handled, a broader definition 
may be desirable.  Such definition could include the following: 
 
1. Any and all problems arising from weather conditions or other natural circumstances. 
2. Power failures. 
3. Unexpected death of a participant (player or coach). 
4. Widespread illness. 
5. Mutual agreement (plus approval of a league official or sectional representative). 
 

LIGHTNING PROCEDURE 
With lightning season fast approaching just a reminder to follow the guidelines pertaining to these situations as 
listed in the coaches’ handbook. 
 
If threatening clouds are visible and lightning is visible in the distance, all outdoor activities must stop.  Clear 
the field and go to the field house, nearby school, or waiting bus.  Once thunder is heard or lightning is 
visible you should not return to the field until at least thirty (30) minutes from the last episode has 
happened. 
 
If the official refuses to hold up the game and you feel it is potentially dangerous, take your team off the field and 
file protest. 
 

STOPPING PLAY DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS 
When a game is stopped and cannot continue or does not start due to weather conditions. The two school’s 
athletic directors need to make a decision on when and where the game will continue. The game will be continued 
from the  
stopping point. If both schools agree not to continue the game the game does not have to be finished and the score 
at the time of the stoppage stands. 

 
YOUR FIRST CONCERN IS THE SAFETY OF THE ATHLETES AND SPECTATORS! 
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HEAT STRESS AND ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 

Early fall football, cross country, soccer and field hockey practices are conducted in very hot and humid weather 
in many parts of the United States.  Due to the equipment and uniform needed in football, most of the heat 
problems have been associated with football.  During the 1998 season there were four heatstroke deaths in 
football.  There are no excuses for heatstroke deaths if the proper precautions are taken.  During hot weather, the 
athlete is subject to the following: 
 
HEAT CRAMPS -- Painful cramps involving abdominal muscles and extremities caused by intense, prolonged 
exercise in the heat and depletion of salt and water due to profuse sweating. 
 
HEAT SYNCOPE -- Weakness, fatigue and fainting due to loss of salt and water in sweat and exercise in the 
heat. Predisposes to heatstroke. 
 
HEAT EXHAUSTION (WATER DEPLETION) -- Excessive weight loss, reduced sweating, elevated skin and 
core body temperature, excessive thirst, weakness, headache and sometime unconsciousness. 
 
HEAT EXHAUSTION (SALT DEPLETION) -- Exhaustion, nausea, vomiting, muscle cramps, and dizziness 
due to profuse sweating and inadequate replacement of body salts. 
 
HEATSTROKE -- An acute medical emergency related to thermoregulatory failure.  Associated with nausea, 
seizures, disorientation, possible unconsciousness or coma.  It may occur suddenly without being preceded by any 
other clinical signs.  The individual is usually unconscious with a high body temperature and a hot dry skin 
(heatstroke victims, contrary to popular belief, may sweat profusely). 
 
It is believed that the above mentioned heat stress problems can be controlled provided certain precautions are 
taken.  According to the American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on Sports Medicine, heat related illnesses 
are all preventable (Sports Medicine: Health Care for Young Athletes, American Academy of Pediatrics, 1991).  
The following practices and precautions are recommended: 
 
1. Each athlete should have a physical exam with medical history when first entering a program and an 

annual health history update.  History of previous heat illness and type of training activities before 
organized practice begins should be included.  State high school association’s recommendations should 
be followed. 

 
2. It is clear that top physical fitness impairs the performance of an athlete who participated in high 

temperatures. Coaches should know the PHYSICAL CONDITION of their athletes and set practice 
schedules accordingly. 

 
3. Along with physical conditions, the factor of acclimatization to heat is important.  Acclimatization is the 

process of becoming adjusted to heat and it is essential to provide for GRADUAL 
ACCLIMATIZATION TO HOT WEATHER.  It is necessary for an athlete to exercise in the heat if 
he/she is to become acclimatized to it.  It is suggested that a graduated physical conditioning program be 
used and that 80 percent acclimatization can be expected to occur after the first seven to 10 days.  Final 
stages of acclimatization to head are marked by increased sweating and reduced salt concentration in the 
sweat. 

 
4. The old idea that water should be withheld from athletes during workouts has NO SCIENTIFIC 

FOUNDATION.  The most important safeguard to the health of the athlete is the replacement of water.  
Water must be on the field and readily available to the athletes at all times.  It is recommended that a  
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 minimum of 10 minutes be scheduled for water breaks every half-hour of heavy exercise in the heat.  
WATER SHOULD BE AVAILABLE IN UNLIMITED QUANTITIES.  Check and be sure athletes 
are drinking the water.  Cold water is preferable.  Drinking ample water before practice or games has also 
been found to aid performance in the heat. 

 
5. Salt should be replaced daily.  Modest salting of foods after practice or games will accomplish this 

purpose.  Salt tablets are not recommended.  ATTENTION MUST BE DIRECTED TO REPLACING 
WATER -- FLUID REPLACEMENT IS ESSENTIAL. 

 
6. Cooling by evaporation is proportional to the area of the skin exposed.  In extremely hot and humid 

weather reduce  the amount of clothing covering the body as much as possible.  NEVER USE 
RUBBERIZED CLOTHING. 

 
7.   Athletes should weigh each day before and after practice and WEIGHT CHARTS CHECKED.  

Generally a 3 percent weight loss through sweating is safe and over a 3 percent weight loss is in the 
danger zone.  Over a 3 percent weight loss the athlete should not be allowed to practice in hot conditions. 
 Observe the athletes closely under all conditions.  Do not allow athletes to practice until they have 
adequately replaced their weight. 

 
8. Observe athletes carefully for signs of trouble, particularly athletes who lose significant weight and the 

eager athlete who constantly competes at his/her capacity.  Some trouble signs are nausea, incoherence, 
fatigue, weakness, vomiting, cramps, weak rapid pulse, visual disturbance and unsteadiness. 

 
9. Teams that encounter hot weather during the season through travel or following and unseasonably cool 

period should be physically fit but will not be environmentally fit.  Coaches in this situation should 
follow the above recommendations and substitute more frequently during games. 

 
10. Know what to do in case of an emergency and have your emergency plans written with copies   to all your 

staff.  Be familiar with immediate first aid practice and prearranged procedures for obtaining medical 
care, including ambulance service. 

 
HEAT STROKE -- THIS IS A MEDICAL EMERGENCY -- DELAY COULD BE FATAL. 
Immediately cool body while waiting for transfer to a hospital.  Remove clothing and place ice bags on the neck, 
in the axilla (armpit), and on the groin area.  An increasing number of medical personnel are now using a 
treatment for heat illness that involves applying either alcohol or cool water to the victim’s skin and vigorously 
fanning the body.  The fanning causes evaporation and cooling.  (Source: The First Aider, September 1987) 
 
HEAT EXHAUSTION -- OBTAIN MEDICAL CARE AT ONCE.  Cool body as you would for heat stroke 
while waiting for transfer to hospital.. Give fluids if athlete is able to swallow and is conscious. 
 
SUMMARY -- The main problem associated with exercising in the hot weather is water loss through sweating.  
Water loss is best replaced by allowing the athlete unrestricted access to water.  Water breaks two or three times 
per hour is better than one break an hour.  Probably the best method is to have water available at all time and to 
allow the athlete to drink water whenever he/she needs it.  Never restrict the amount of water an athlete drinks, 
and be sure the athletes are drinking the water.  The small amount of salt lost in sweat is adequately replaced by 
salting food at meals.  Talk to you medical personnel concerning emergency treatment plans.  
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Clarification for determining Heat Index/ Wind Chill in your zip code: 
 

1. Log onto AccuWeather.com by using the association website, www.nysphsaa.org, we recommend 
saving this site to your computer or phone. 
 

2. Once you have entered the zip code for your practice or contest site you will see the home page for the 
local forecast.  DO NOT USE THE TEMPERATURE on this page. 
 

Click onto Hourly Forecast, and you will be linked to a chart similar to the one below.   Please use the current 
hour 

RealFeel temperature for your zip code to take the appropriate action for your practice or contest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fluid intake/replenishment (National Athletic Trainers Association position statement on exertional heat illness 
recommends the following guidelines for fluid intake/proper hydration) 
 

• 17-20 ounces of water two to three hours prior to practice 

• 7-10 ounces 10-20 minutes prior to practice 

• 7-10 ounces every 10-20 minutes during practice 

• Minimum of 8 ounces following practice 

  

 

  
 

 

  
Tue 
3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm 8pm 9pm 

Tue 
10pm 

  3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm 7pm 8pm 9pm 10pm 

Forecast Sunny Partly Sunny Partly Sunny Sunny Sunny Sunny Clear Clear 

Temp (°F) 84° 87° 87° 87° 86° 81° 77° 74° 

RealFeel® 89° 89° 86° 85° 85° 80° 75° 74° 

Wind (mph) 6 WSW 6 WSW 7 WSW 6 WSW 5  
SW 

5  
SW 4 SSW 3  

SSE 

Humidity 46% 43% 42% 44% 47% 53% 60% 67% 

Dewpoint 61 62 61 62 64 62 62 63 

  

http://www.nysphsaa.org/
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2-3-5 FOOTBALL PRACTICE POLICY 
 
 
Non-Contact Period: The first two days (2) of practice must be non-contact, without the use of protective 

equipment and mechanical blocking devices.  The use of cones, ropes, ladders, step-over 
dummies, soft hand shields and similar devices as teaching aids is permissible.  Helmets 
may be worn. 

 
Readiness Period: The next three days (3) provide a transition from the conditioning phase to full contact.  

During this phase players are permitted to wear a helmet and should pads.  Blocking 
dummies, sleds, and similar devices are permitted.  During this phase player-to-player 
tackling drills, team scrimmaging, running full contact plays, etc., are not permitted. 

 
Contact Period: The following five days (5) consist of contact practice with full protective equipment 

and the use of all training devices.  Full player-to-player contact and team scrimmaging is 
permitted. 

 
 
 
This regulation was passed by the NYSPHSAA Safety Committee effective for the 2019 football season. 
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REDUCING HEAD AND NECK INJURIES IN FOOTBALL 

 
Frederick O. Mueller, Ph.D. 

 
 
Head and neck injuries in football have been dramatically reduced since the late 1960's.  Several suggestions for 
continued reduction are as follow: 
 
1. Preseason physical exams for all participants.  Identify during the physical exam those athletes with a 

history of previous head or neck injuries.  If the physician has any questions about the athlete’s readiness 
to participate, the athlete should not be allowed to play. 

 
3. A physician should be present at all games.  If it is not possible for a physician to be present at all games 

and practice sessions, emergency measures must be provided.  The total staff should be organized in that 
each person will know what to do in case of head or neck injury in a game or practice.  Have a plan ready 
and have your staff prepared to implement that plan.  Prevention of further injury is the main objective. 

 
3. Athletes must be given proper conditioning exercises which will strengthen their necks so that 

participants will be able to hold their head firmly erect when making contact.  Strong neck muscles may 
help prevent neck injuries. 

 
4. Coaches should drill the athletes in the proper execution of the fundamentals of football skills, 

particularly blocking and tackling.  KEEP THE HEAD OUT OF FOOTBALL. 
 
5. Coaches and officials should discourage the players from using their heads as battering rams. The rules 

prohibiting spearing should be enforced in practice and in games.  The players should be taught to respect 
the helmet as a protective device and that the helmet should not be used as a weapon. 

 
6. All coaches, physicians and trainers should take special care to see that the players’ equipment is properly 

fitted, particularly the helmet. 
 
7. Strict enforcement of the rules of the game by both coaches and officials will help reduce serious injuries. 
 
8. When a player has experienced or shown signs of head trauma (loss of consciousness, visual disturbances, 

headache, inability to walk correctly, obvious disorientation, memory loss) he should receive immediate 
medical attention and should not be allowed to return to practice or game without permission from the 
proper medical authorities. 
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SUGGESTIONS TO MEMBER SCHOOLS 
 

CROWD CONTROL GUIDELINES 
 
 
1. Responsibility 
 

It is recommended that crowd control be the responsibility of all schools, with the Site Chairperson 
assuming director responsibility for enforcement in concert with a designated visiting adult faculty 
member.   
 
We will follow the Section IV rule not to allow noisemakers of any kind at a game.  That includes: 
horns, whistles, cow bells, milk containers filled with rocks, etc. and any device which disturbs those 
fans and administrators and detracts from the game. 

 
2. Pre-Contest Procedures 
 
 A. Best approaches - a map and directions will be provided. 
 B. Parking - suggestions will be presented for best available parking. 

C. Locker room locations - a map of the playing area that will include the following will be 
provided: 

 1. Locker rooms 
 2. Ticket booths 
 3. Lavatories 
 4. Concession stands 
 5. Seating facilities (home and visitors) 

 D. Home school regulations – a list of local school regulations will be included in the pre-contest 
plans, which will include crowd expectations.  Spectators are not allowed to attend games with 
objects considered harmful, disruptive or dangerous. 

 E. Exit routes - a map and directions will be provided. 
 F. Each school will develop emergency procedures for evacuation of facilities such as portable 

public address system and shelter areas. 
 G. It is recommended that close communications be developed and maintained between school 

districts and police departments. 
H. Communication between schools regarding crowd control problems is essential with the 

designation of an adult faculty member and Site Chairperson for supervision.  The visiting school 
will supply the Site Chairperson with the name of the faculty member traveling as a supervisor. 

 
3. Responsibilities During Contest 
 
 A. Police (It is recommended that police be assigned to all varsity games.) 
  1. Check with the Athletic Director or designee prior to contest time for assignments. 
  2. Arrive on time. 
  3. Discourage small groups from gathering near entrance/exits. 
  4. Assist in keeping the playing area clear of spectators before, during and after the contest. 
  5. Anticipate crowd movement.  
  6. Have all violators escorted to a designated security area. 
 
 B. Monitors (People employed by the home school for game supervision.) 
  1. Check with the Athletic Director or designee prior to contest time for assignments. 
  2. Arrive on time. 
  3. Discourage small groups from gathering near entrance/exits. 
  4. Assist in keeping the playing area clear of spectators before, during and after the contest. 
  5. Anticipate crowd movement. 
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  6. Where appropriate, notify policemen in attendance of any problem. 
  7. Serve as a witness for police in case of problems. 

8.  Prohibit noisemakers (horns, bells, bottles with rocks, etc.). 
  9. Have visible identification. 
  10. Will not allow the following: glass bottles, alcoholic beverages, etc. 
 
 C. Chaperones (People assigned to supervision duties on away games.) 

  1. Ticket booths/area should be easily recognizable and accessible and under the 
supervision of adults. 

  2. Ticket booths will have a ticket price sign clearly posted. 
   3. Have adequate lighting and police supervision in the area of the ticket booths at night 

games. 
   4. Booths should remain open and pre-announced time far enough in advance of the start of 

the games to allow for easy accommodation of the spectators.  Notify the visiting school 
of opening time. 

  5. Booths should remain open and the ticket takers remain on duty until the end of the 
game.  This is to discourage latecomers who are only there to cause trouble. 

  6. Spectators should be discouraged from leaving and returning to the premises. 
    7. School officials should inform the visiting school of any special gate arrangements so 

that the students and other fans may be advised in advance, including ticket prices. 
    8. Ticket takers should have a list and description of all tickets honored for admission, 

including press, faculty, conference, league and state high school interscholastic 
federation passes. 

    9. Admission to an athletic contest is a privilege.  Anyone abusing this privilege should be 
denied admittance. 

 
 D. Public Address Announcer 
   1. The public address system should be checked thoroughly prior to the game. 
  2. It is recommended that schools have an adult as their public address announcer.  If 

students are used, an adult supervisor must be present. 
3. The announcer should: 

  a. Be impartial. 
  b. Notify spectators of any policy regarding noise makers, victory bells, horns, 

sportsmanship, etc. 
  c. In case of an emergency, attempt to be aware of the entire situation so that calm 

directions can be given. Often serious incidents can be avoided if the announcer will 
caution against coming on the field, throwing objects or causing other disturbances. 

  d. Make only positive statements regarding officials and sportsmanship. 
 e. Recommend that a means of communication between police and press box be kept 

open. 
  4. In summary, the public address announcer covers the facts of the game as impartially and 

objectively as possible.  Since the spectators are seeing the game firsthand, lengthy play-
by-play descriptions are totally unnecessary and undesirable.  Such details insult the 
intelligence of the spectators.  The public address announcer is not a radio announcer and 
should refrain from injecting any personal opinion into the information he gives the 
spectators.  He should never attempt to second-guess the actions of the players or game 
officials. 

 
4. Post Contest 
 

Effective post-game control is one of the single most important aspects of crowd management.  Every 
precaution should be taken to protect against post-game complications, especially when there is a tense 
atmosphere from either a "close game" or a "rivalry".  Supervision of buses on school property must be 
provided. 
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 A. Police 
1. Survey the area after the contest. 
2. Recommend that a police escort be provided upon request of the home school. 
3. Police officers will supervise the movement and actions of the crowds for fast and 

efficient removal of the people attending. 
 
 B. Monitors 
  1. Anticipate crowd movement. 
  2. Survey the area after the contest. 
  3. Notify policemen in attendance of any problem. 
  4. Serve as a witness for police in case of problems. 
 
 C. Chaperones 

  1. Will direct an orderly and expedient boarding of buses. 
  2. Must be familiar with crowd control procedure. 

 
 D. Coaches 

1. Will be responsible for the behavior of their players in the locker room. 
  2. Before leaving the locker room, have a home school official and visiting coach check the 

locker room to see that it is in the same condition as when the visiting team entered. 
  3. Will be responsible for behavior of players while boarding the bus and during transport. 
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20 YARD LINE OVERTIME PROCEDURE 

(Varsity & JV) 
 
 
1. If at the end of the fourth quarter, the teams have identical scores, the tie may be resolved by this plan.  

All game rules will apply except the try will not be made when it is not required to break the tie. 
 
2. When the score is tied at the end of the fourth quarter, the referee will instruct both teams to return to 

their respective team boxes.  There will be a three-minute intermission during which both teams may 
confer with their coaches.  All officials will assemble at the 50-yard line, review the procedure and 
determine the number of time-outs remaining for each team.  The head linesman will go to the team on 
the side of the field where the line-to-gain equipment is located.  The field judge will go to the other to 
inform the coaches of the number of time-outs each team has remaining and escort the respective team 
captains to the center of the field for the coin toss.  The visiting team captain shall be given the privilege 
of calling the coin while it is in the air.  The winner of the toss shall be given his choice of the ball 
possession of designating the direction of the offense for the overtime period. 

 
3. Each team shall be permitted one additional time-out for each extra period plus any unused regulation 

game time-out.  The team scoring the greater number of points in the overtime shall be declared the 
winner.  The final score shall be determined by totaling all points scored by each team during the 
regulation and overtime periods. 

 
4. To start the overtime, the offensive team shall put the ball in play, first and 10 on B’s 20-yard line.  Team 

A shall have a series of four downs, to make a first down (10 yards).  The series shall be terminated by 
any score by A or if B has possession at the end of any down.  Team A shall be awarded a new series 
when: (a) the penalty for defensive pass interference is accepted; (b) there is a change of team possession 
during the down and the ball belongs to A at the end of the down; (c) team A recovers a scrimmage-kick 
(field goal attempt) between the goal lines after it has been touched first by B beyond the neutral zone; (d) 
when any penalty by B results in a next series being awarded; (e) when the line to gain is made. 

 
5. If team A scores a touchdown, it is entitled to the opportunity to try for the point, except when it is 

unnecessary to break the tie.  A field goal attempt is permitted during any down. 
 
6. After team A has completed its series, team B will become the offensive team with the ball in its 

possession at the 20-yard line.  The same end of the field will be used for both possessions in order to 
insure equal game conditions and conserve time. 

 
7. If the score remains tied after each team has been given one series, the procedures shall be repeated until a 

winner is determined.  There will be an intermission of two minutes during which the loser of the toss will 
be given first choice of the options.  If additional periods are required, first choice options will be 
alternated. 

 
8. Above to be used in all playoffs.  
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OFFICIALS’ ASSIGNERS 

 
 
NAME     CHAPTER   ADDRESS   PHONE NUMBER 
 
Jim Berbari    Elmira       739-0489 
              425-6235 (C)  
             jbref@stny.rr.com   
 
Joe Polosky    Southern Tier   8 Hi-Over Road   607-754-0959 (H) 
         Binghamton, NY  13901 607-761-5806 (cell) 
             jpolosky0527@aol.com 
 
Jeff Lowe    Tri-Valley       (607) 435-9370 
             (607) 433-3142 
             lowejeff@hotmail.com  
 
Bill Henry    Finger Lakes                ohhenry51@hotmail.com  
  
 
  
10.09 Football Scrimmage Rules: 
  
Football scrimmages shall be governed by the following: 
1. No official score is kept 
2. No definite time is set or kept. 
3. Coaches are permitted on the field to provide instruction and make corrections. 
4. Different configurations governing possession time and down and distance situations (than those normally used 
in a game) may be used to govern play. 
  
5. Unlimited time-outs and stoppages of play are permitted and encouraged for the purpose of both providing 
instruction and adequate rest periods. 
  
6. The use of officials would be permitted and encouraged whenever possible for the purpose of instruction 
regarding the rules and proper application of rules. 
  
7. No kickoffs are permitted. 
  
8. Punts and extra point kick attempts may involve live play until the ball is kicked. Punts may not be advanced 
and all fumbled punts and muffs will be blown dead immediately. 
  
9. The total number of plays should be recorded to prevent an individual player from being involved in more than a 
maximum of 90 live contact plays during the entire scrimmage. 
  
10. No admission may be charged. 
  
11. The participation of student support groups such as cheerleaders, bands, kick lines, etc., 

mailto:jpolosky0527@aol.com
mailto:ohhenry51@hotmail.com
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	In an effort to facilitate a 3-way tie and for seeding purposes for playoffs, the football committee has adopted the “Section IV Football Point System.”  Points will be given based on the following situations.  Points will be added up and then divided...
	 2 points for defeating a team in a higher classification
	 2 points for defeating a team in your classification
	 1 point for defeating a team in a smaller classification
	 1 point for defeating an Independent school
	 1 point for losing to a team in a higher classification
	BONUS POINTS: (For a win, you can only qualify for one of the 5 possibilities below.)
	 3 points for defeating a team with 7 victories in any classification
	 2.5 points for defeating a team with 6 victories in any classification
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	 1.5 points for defeating a team with 4 victories in any classification
	 1 point for defeating a team in a higher classification with 3 wins
	 2 points for losing to a team with 8 victories in any classification
	 1.5 points for losing to a team with 7 victories in any classification
	 1 point for losing to a team with 6 victories in any classification
	 0.5 points for losing to a team with 5 victories in any classification
	For the tied teams:
	Total points will be divided by total games played.  A quotient will be developed.  The teams will be seeded according to the quotient for the top seed.  The #2 and #3 seed will be based on their head-to-head results.  If #1 and #2 are tied by points,...
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