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September 13, 2021

Good Morning Mule Nation,

Suspended COVID Testing
Last Wednesday night, our school board voted to suspend our student COVID testing program citing a
drain on school district personnel, and their desire to keep healthy kids at school.  In lieu of our COVID
testing program, we will implement more stringent guidelines and procedures to be followed when
students become sick at school including keeping kids that are sick out for a minimum of 48 hours.  Our
current guidelines can be found here: Student Screening Guidelines We know that keeping a child out of
school for 48 hours will not be easy for most parents, but we believe that keeping a few sick kids out for
48 hours is much better than keeping dozens of kids out for 10 days.

Determining Close Contacts
We will continue to provide the names of those students that we deem to be close contacts by CDC
guidelines to the Clinton County Health Department. (CCHD) We will rely more heavily on seating charts
being sure to identify those that we know for certain were close contacts.  If a student tests positive in the
elementary setting, all parents in that classroom will be notified, but only students sitting within 6 feet of
the positive case will be identified as a close contact who will then be asked to quarantine by the CCHD.

Recommendations
We highly recommend that everyone who cannot maintain a distance of six feet from others wear an
appropriate face covering.  We also highly recommend that anyone who is eligible receive the COVID
vaccine.  Face coverings and vaccinations will help us keep more kids and staff members at school.

Encouragement
Finally, please know that I understand these decisions have been met with mixed emotions. I do believe
that these are the procedures that other schools in our area are following and to date, they do not appear
to have any more concerns or issues than we have.  It is also our belief that the screening procedures
referenced above will lead to an overall healthier student and staff population.

As always, let me know if you have any questions or if I can help you with anything.  You can reach me at
816-659-2330 or chris.fine@lathropschools.com.

Sincerely,

Chris Fine
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