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The mission of the School District of Oostburg is to prepare students to be 
productive and positive contributors to our society and the world. 

“There is no 

substitute for  

excellence.” 
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OES Students Learn  

Responsibility Firsthand  

From the Lady Dutch 
 

   January and February can be difficult 

months to keep up the hard work and stamina 

in learning.  At our Positive Behavior Inter-

vention and Support (PBIS) assembly this 

month, the Lady Dutch basketball team came 

to speak to our students about hard work and 

determination.   

   The team demonstrated to students the dif-

ference between “going easy” and “going 

hard.”  The team also shared personal exam-

ples of what it means to work hard and how 

hard work is rewarded in the end.  The team 

used basketball drills to show that hard work 

pays off.  We’d like to thank Ms. Immel and 

the Lady Dutch for inspiring our students to 

work hard and to be responsible. 

   Congratulations to Aubrey VanEss, who re-

ceived (2) Two for One Movie passes, and 

Abby Scott, who received an invitation to help 

coach the Lady Dutch basketball team at the 

next home game.   

    Great job being positive, respectful, respon-

sible and safe! 

The Lady Dutch Team members share at the  

February PBIS assembly.  

OES RECOGNIZED 
   Oostburg Elementary School was re-

cently recognized as one of only 65 

schools in the state to earn a “High Pro-

gress Title 1 School” rating.  Title 1 fo-

cuses on reading and math achievement.  

Of the 1024 elementary schools in Wis-

consin, Oostburg Elementary, and 

Meeme Elementary School in Kiel, were 

the only area schools to receive this rat-

ing.  We are proud of the success that our 

students are experiencing and the efforts 

we are making to ensure that all students 

learn at high levels. This recognition af-

firms the dedication and determination of 

our students and our staff and we appre-

ciate their efforts.  

   Congrats OES on a job well-done! 
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From the Superintendent's Desk 
Greetings, 

   We recently celebrated our 100th day of school, and this milestone brings excitement and en-

ergy to our elementary students but probably passed without being noticed in the upper grades.  

I welcome the opportunity this newsletter offers to share some of the exciting things happening 

throughout the School District of Oostburg, some of which may not be noticed by those who are 

not with us on a day to day basis. 

   Our work with the Common Core Standards continues to be “front and center” for both teach-

ers and students.  Our district strategic goals are focused directly on growing our students’ liter-

acy skills, and the Common Core’s emphasis on reading, writing, speaking and listening aligns 

with our initiatives district-wide.  As we learn more about our new national standards, a level of 

rigor is revealing itself that was not present in earlier school standards.  We are learning that 

those schools who respond to the common core by saying, “We already do that stuff,” probably don’t.  Simply put, these 

standards expect students to do things far beyond what may have been expected by schools across the country in the 

past.  We welcome these higher expectations and see them as an opportunity to grow ourselves as educators in the same 

way we need to grow our students.  

   “Give someone a fish and you feed them for a day, teach them how to fish and you feed them for a lifetime.”  Hope-

fully this well-known saying reflects our approach as we work with students, and also defines how we improve as edu-

cators.  In challenging economic times our schools, like many other organizations, have needed to find ways to do more 

with less.  We have tried to keep our decision-making focused on the long-term and have made staff professional devel-

opment one of our top priorities. Professional development is an area where many schools are cutting back, but we be-

lieve that every learning opportunity we have for our teachers provides an opportunity to work more effectively and 

efficiently.  The shifting landscape around curriculum has been only one of the areas of substantial change in education. 

Meeting this change through our own learning sets us up to be better tomorrow than we are today.  That is our goal for 

the children, and we believe it must also be the goal for the adults in our schools. 

   We are proud of the heritage of excellence we have in the School District of Oostburg, but we never want compla-

cency to allow us to feel we are “good enough.”  We desire to be excellent and appreciate the support our community 

provides as we move toward that goal. 
 

Kevin Bruggink 

Superintendent 

Kevin Bruggink 

Scholarship Information  

   Parents and Seniors check out the scholarship information 

for Seniors which can be found on the Guidance Section of 

the OHS Web Site at  

http://www.oostburg.k12.wi.us/ohs/guidance/

Scholarships_homepage.html 

JK Parent Info Meeting 
 

   Families with young children should plan to at-

tend the Junior Kindergarten informational meeting 

on February 18 at 6:00 p.m.  Information about pro-

gramming and curriculum will be provided.  This is 

also a great time to meet our talented JK teachers, 

Mrs. Rauwerdink and Mrs. Krier. 

   Oostburg Elementary School is now accepting 

registration for Junior Kindergarten 2013-14.  Call 

the school at 564-2392, ext. 3101, to get more infor-

mation or to request enrollment materials. 

Thank You OCEF 
   We would like to thank the Oostburg Community Educa-

tion Foundation (OCEF) for their continued support of stu-

dents and programs at Oostburg High School.  This winter, 

the OCEF board approved grants for a digital camera for the 

OH-Say (the student newspaper), as well as a grant support-

ing the ROV program in which students compete in under-

water robot competitions. 

   Thank you to everyone involved in OCEF for your hard 

work and generosity which benefits students throughout the 

Oostburg community. 

http://www.oostburg.k12.wi.us/ohs/guidance/Scholarships_homepage.html
http://www.oostburg.k12.wi.us/ohs/guidance/Scholarships_homepage.html
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   Sixth grade student Charlie Scherpereel was this year’s National 

Geographic  Bee winner at Oostburg Middle School.  Wyatt Ec-

clestone was the runner-up.  The school-level Bee, at which students 

answered oral questions on geography, was the first round in the 25th 

annual National Geographic Bee. 

   The three 6th grade finalists are Erin Fear, Koby Navis, and Charlie 

Scherpereel.  The three 7th grade finalists are Jaxson Navis, Jacob 

Eernisse and Madeline Chappell-Groene.  The three 8th grade final-

ists are Ricardo Pavon, Travis Steindl and Wyatt Ecclestone. 

   Congratulations to the nine finalists who all received gift certifi-

cates to Book World.  The winner also received a $50.00 savings 

bond from the Oostburg State Bank, sponsored by Robert and Sara 

Lammers.    

   Upon winning the school-level Bee, Charlie Scherpereel has taken a 

written geography test that may qualify him for the State-level that 

will be held in April.  The National-level Bee will be held in Wash-

ington, D.C. in late May.  The first-place national winner will receive 

$25,000 in college 

scholarship, a lifetime 

membership in the Na-

tional Geographic Soci-

ety, and a trip to the Ga-

lapagos Islands. 

   Congratulations, Char-

lie, for winning the Na-

tional Geographic 

School-level Bee, and 

good luck!   

Sixth Grader Wins  

Geography Bee 

Holocaust Survivor Speaks to 8th Grade 
   This fall, Mr. Kloepping’s 8th grade literature classes read about the Holocaust.  The 

unit concluded with the students getting to hear a first-hand testimony of what it was 

like to have lived through the Holocaust.  On December 12, Mr. Howard Melton, a 

Holocaust Survivor, came and spoke.  Howard was born in Lithuania.  As a young teen, 

he lived in a ghetto until he was sent to a labor camp in Latvia to help build a German 

airfield.  He was later sent to Dachau in Southern Germany.  He was liberated in the 

spring of 1945 by American soldiers.  At liberation, Howard was twelve-years-old and 

55 pounds.  After the war, Howard was reunited with his father.  His mother and a sis-

ter had been killed in Auschwitz.  Mr. Melton told the audience that he doesn’t “hate 

the Germans for what they did because the people of Germany today weren’t responsi-

ble for so much killing.”  He also told the audience that “hate is a disease.”   

   One student named Jayden said, “I remember him telling us that after you go through 

something like that you appreciate every day of life that you have.”  A student named Mitchel said, “I remember him 

telling us about the prisoners who were eating bread that was so moldy that green ‘smoke’ came out of their noses.  I 

also remember him telling us how the prisoners devoured a horse that had been killed.”  

   Mr. Melton, now retired from business, lives in Glendale, Wisconsin with his wife Evelyn.   

Winter/Spring  

ACT Test Dates 
 
Test Date                    Registration Deadline 

April 13th                   March 8th 

June 8th                      May 3rd 

 

Register online at www.actstudent.org.  If 

you have any questions please contact Mr. 

Bonestroo in the HS Guidance Office at 564-

2346 x1007 or via email at 

andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us 

From Left: Charlie Scherpereel and 

Wyatt Ecclestone 

Howard Melton listens as a  

student asks a question 

PMC Needs Your Help! 
   As many of you know, Oostburg High 

School is hosting this year’s Southern Cen-

tral Lakeshore Conference Solo and Ensem-

ble Festival on Saturday, April 6, 2013 and 

needs many volunteers!  There are ways to 

help even if you can't attend the Solo & En-

semble event!  Beginning the week of March 

4th, Mrs. Dulmes (OHS-Food Service) will 

be sending a note to your music students 

looking for specific items to be donated or 

baked for the Judges & Directors breakfast/

luncheon. Everyone loves a home cooked 

meal!  Please help the Music department 

with this school-wide event.  Stay tuned! 

http://www.actstudent.org%3chttp:/www.actstudent.org
mailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us%3cmailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us
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2013 Family Fun Fair is “Sweet”  

 

 

When: Friday, February 15 from 5-8 pm at Oostburg Elementary School.  

 

Who can attend: Public is welcome.  

 

Cost: Tickets are 4 for $1. Tickets cover food and drinks plus family friendly games.  

 

Play games to earn tokens toward fun prizes.  

 

USE TICKETS for a chance to win one of over 40 raffle baskets. Basket themes include: Scrumptious Snacks, 4-H 

goodies, Everything Fancy, Everything Star Wars, Out of This World, It’s a Bug’s Life, Amazing Stuff, Froggy Basket, 

Stay Warm, Kid’s Church Bag, Movie Night, Crazy Car Care, Creative Memories, Harry & David, For Your Listening 

Pleasure, Arts & Crafts, Olivada, Painting Pizzazz, Moose Munch, Pasta-Pasta, Pamper Your Pet, Baking Bonanza, 

Sweet Treats, Empire Strikes Back, Return of the Jedi, Craving Coffee?, Coffee Lovers, Boys Will Be Boys, Pretty 

Princess, Relaxation, Emergency Chocolate, Chocoholic, Lots of LEGOs, Get Your Grill On, WI Sports, Bocce, We 

Got A Zoo, and Furry Frenzy.  Check them all out at the Fair!  

 

SILENT AUCTION items include: Night with OHS boys or girls basketball team, OHS 

Dance Team Party, NERF night with the OHS Wrestlers, Family Movie Nights, Autographed 

Football, Family Date Nights, Family Ski Trip, Milwaukee Wave package, Doing the Dells 

package, A Night at Victorian Village and much more!  

 

RED HOT RAFFLE returns! Buy a $5 ticket for the chance to win an IPAD2. Purchase a $5 

ticket for a chance to win and receive a FREE Kid’s Meal Token from CHILI’S ($5 value) or 

Texas Roadhouse ($5 value). 

CLC Honors Choir 
   The annual CLC Honors Choir Music Festival was held 

this year on January 3rd, 2013, at Kohler High School.  To-

gether with students from Cedar Grove, Elkhart Lake, 

Howards Grove, Kohler, Ozaukee, Random Lake, Sheboy-

gan Country Christian, and Sheboygan Lutheran, members of 

Oostburg’s Voice 37 were selected to assemble a 72+ voice 

choir of the highest caliber.  With only one rehearsal, this 

“Conference All-Star Choir” worked diligently to produce a 

high quality concert featuring some of the more difficult cho-

ral literature.  

   This year’s guest clinician was Janet Herrick, conductor of 

the Sheboygan Symphony Chorus and Lakeshore Chorale.  A 

very accomplished musician and rehearsal technician, Mrs. 

Herrick guided the Honors Choir through over 6 hours of 

rehearsal maintaining energy, enthusiasm, and high standards 

from the singers.  Our Oostburg choir members, including 

Sopranos: Natalee Cunningham and Megan O'Dell, Altos: 

McKayla Teunissen and Alex Trekas, Tenors: Jesse Rogers 

and Jacob Wittneben, and Basses: Tyler Hartmann and Jake 

Hurlbutt, were privileged to have her as their guest director. 

From left to right-Back Row: Jesse Rogers, Jacob 

Wittneben, Tyler Hartmann, Jake Hurlbutt  

Front Row: McKayla Teunissen, Alex Trekas, 

Megan O'Dell  

Not Pictured: Natalee Cunningham  
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OMS welcomes Mrs. Laura 

Dolfin.  She came on board as 

Library Aide upon the retire-

ment of Sally Mentink in De-

cember.  Mrs. Dolfin graduated 

from Oostburg High School and 

received her Associates Degree 

from UW-Sheboygan and 

Bachelor’s Degree in Dietetics 

from Mount Mary College in 

2007. 

   Most recently, Mrs. Dolfin 

owned and operated One Life Fitness Center and Nutri-

tion Counseling in Oostburg.  She lives in Hingham 

with her husband, Todd, and has three sons.  David and 

Kevin have graduated from OHS and now attend col-

lege; Justin is a sophomore.  

   In her spare time, Mrs. Dolfin enjoys cooking, read-

ing, attending church activities and the boys’ sports and 

music events, and spending time at their cabin. 

   Mrs. Dolfin is grateful for the opportunity to work 

with the great staff and students in our school district. 

Mrs. Gwen Pribek recently 

joined the faculty at Oost-

burg High School replacing 

Jim Kretz who took a job at 

Acuity Insurance Company 

in Sheboygan.  Mrs. Pribek 

is a twenty year veteran 

math teacher who comes to 

us from Sheboygan Falls 

High School.  She earned 

her bachelor’s degree from 

UW-Oshkosh and a master’s 

degree from Lakeland College.  Mrs. Pribek was very 

active in many capacities at her previous school includ-

ing Workbound, coaching, 

teaching on-line classes, and 

teaching a wide variety of math 

classes including a STEM Ge-

ometry class this past year.  Mrs. 

Pribek is currently teaching Al-

gebra 2, Pre-Calculus, and AP 

Calculus.  She is quickly adjust-

ing to OHS, and we are thrilled 

to have someone of her abilities 

and experience join our faculty.  

We would also like to offer our 

best wishes to Mr. Jim Kretz as 

he enters the next chapter of his career. 

OSD Welcomes New Staff 

Mrs. Karen Leitzke joined the dis-

trict Special Education staff in No-

vember as a new aide in the middle 

and high schools.  Mrs. Leitzke 

completed a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Social Work from UW-Eau Claire.  

She is a long time volunteer in the 

Oostburg Schools and was recently 

employed as a substitute within the 

district. 

   Mrs. Leitzke is married and has 

three sons.  Daniel, an OHS graduate, is now in college.  

Jon is a freshman and Tim is a third grader.  In her spare 

time, Mrs. Leitzke enjoys crafts, reading, camping and 

spending time with her family.  She is very thankful for the 

warm welcome to employment in the district. 

Gwen Pribek 

Jim Kretz 

Laura Dolfin 

Karen Leitzke 

Sally Mentink Retires  

   Mrs. Sally Mentink started 

working for the Oostburg School 

District on December 1, 1980, as 

a playground supervisor at the 

elementary school. She then 

moved to the ES/MS Library 

Aide position on December 1, 

1984. Mrs. Mentink moved to the 

middle school shortly after the 

new building opened in the fall of 

1992. She has been very instru-

mental with bringing the Accel-

erated Reader program to our 

middle school Literature classes.  Mrs. Mentink has been a 

great support person for our on-line assessments, entering 

data and monitoring student growth.  Mrs. Mentink is an 

avid reader and our library is in much better shape because 

of her efforts.  She has seen the card catalog replaced with 

electronic library software. She has seen audio books and e-

books take over parts of our library funds.  Mrs. Mentink 

has been a life-long learner, adding website responsibilities 

to the list of duties that she juggled during her day.  Mrs. 

Mentink will be missed by both students and staff.  Mrs. 

Mentink’s official first day of retire-

ment was on December 1, 2012.   

   Thank you , Mrs. Mentink, for 32 

years of service and congratulations 

on your well deserved retirement! 

Sally Mentink 



 

 

Individually wrapped single portions from snacks to 

meals. Easy to prepare. 
 

Order online at www.marketday.com 
 

Market Day is available to everyone in the  

Oostburg School District community. 
 

For more information, call: 
 

Angela Dulmes 564-6529 

7th Graders Go To War 
   Several weeks this past December found the OMS 7th 

graders at war.  They were battling over which home-

room would raise the most money in support of Two 

Left Paws.  Two Left Paws Animal Sanctuary is a non-

profit, no-kill animal rescue organization dedicated to 

the rescue of companion animals in Sheboygan County 

in order to prevent the needless euthanasia of these 

healthy animals.  

   The 7th graders raised over $313 which will go toward 

providing medical care for animals in need.  Samantha 

Baake and Catey Yeadon together raised $176.50 of this 

total.  All the students were told they could not ask Mom 

or Dad for money to donate, that they needed to find 

ways themselves to raise their funds.  Samantha & Catey 

held a number of bake sales to raise the funds they pro-

duced.  We are very proud of these two girls for their 

creative techniques. We are also very aware that both 

Samantha & Catey, along with most of our other 7th graders, are HUGE animal lovers that felt the need to help this wor-

thy organization.  Thanks, 7th graders, for your fantastic effort on behalf of Two Left Paws! 

Crossing Guard 

Week 
   The Wisconsin Department of Pub-

lic Instruction declared January 14 - 

18, 2013, as Adult Crossing Guard 

Recognition Week.  It’s a great time 

of the year to recognize the dedicated adults who do their 

job everyday, in often less than ideal weather.  We appreci-

ate our adult crossing guards who help students get safely 

to and from school each day.  Special thanks to: Mr. 

Glenn Koeser, Mrs. Pat Koeser, Mr. Mark Awe, Ms. 

Anne Mauer, and Mr. Scott Navis. 

Samantha Baake and Catey Yeadon present a check to the 

representatives of Two Left Paws while their homeroom 

looks on. 
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FAFSA Completion Meeting 
   A free FAFSA completion program will be held on March 2 at UW-Sheboygan.  Plan to attend and learn how you can 

afford the degree you want.  To register for this event, contact the UW-Sheboygan Student Affairs Office at 920-459-

6633 or e-mail uwshb@uwc.edu. 

   Put your hands on money for college.  FAFSA is the form you need to complete to get help paying for college.  Free 

assistance in completing the FAFSA form is available on the following dates: 

     February 16 at VITA:Salvation Army 

     February 17 at Mead Public Library 

     February 19 at VITA:Salvation Army 

     February 21 at Longfellow Elementary School, Sheboygan 

     February 25 at North High School 

     February 27 at Lincoln-Erdman Elementary School, Sheboygan 

     March 2 at UW-Sheboygan 

   Contact Andy Bonestroo at the OHS Guidance Office or www.sheboygan.k12.wi.us to get more info.  These events 

are open to the public.  Student Services staff members will be available to answer questions and provide assistance. 



 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 

District website. 
 

 Check out past newsletters at www.oostburg.K12.wi.us/

district/newsletter/NewsletterIndex.html 
 

 Fitness Center hours:  Check the current hours and avail-

able programs on the District website: 

www.oostburg.k12.wi.us 
 

 Keep track of the balance of your Oostburg Schools 

lunch account at: www.ezschoolpay.com.   

 

  February     15    OES Family Fun Fair 

                      19    PTO Meeting, OES, 6:30pm 

                      20    District Early Release 

                      20    School Board Meeting, 6 pm 

                      22    No School 
 

  March           4    Top 10 Banquet 

                      11    OHS Vocal Concert, 7 pm 

                      19    PTO Meeting, OES, 6:30pm 

                      20    Early Release 

                      20    School Board Meeting, 6 pm 

                      22    End of 3rd Quarter 

                      25 - 29 Spring Vacation 
 

  April              1    School Resumes 

                        6    CLC Solo/Ensemble 

                      17    District Early Release 

                      17    School Board Meeting, 6pm 

Coming Up... 

We invite your comments and 

suggestions.  E-mail your 

thoughts to:  

Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.

wi.us.   

Community Connections 

is published  

for the residents 

of the School District  

of Oostburg. 

Design & Layout 

Karen Leitzke 

564-6514  

Please Help Us Save... 
 

 ~ Campbell’s Soup Labels 

 ~ Box Tops for Education 

 ~ Used Ink Cartridges 

 ~ Milk Caps 
 

Drop off locations at  

Oostburg State Bank,  

Mentink’s Piggly Wiggly  

or any of the Oostburg schools. 

No person may be denied admission to any public 
school in the district or be denied participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be discriminated against in 
any curricular, co-curricular, student services, recrea-
tional or other program or activity because of the per-
son’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, 
religion, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual 
orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or 
learning disability in the educational programs or ac-
tivities operated by the School District of Oostburg. 

School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
Oostburg, WI  53070 

Local Postal Patron 


