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The mission of the School District of Oostburg is to prepare students to be 
productive and positive contributors to our society and the world. 

“There is no 

substitute for  

excellence.” 
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Long Range Planning 

Work Continues 
We are excited to update you on the work of 

our Oostburg School District Long Range 

Planning Committee which continues to meet 

and recently moved into a new phase of 

work.  The Long Range Planning Committee 

has been meeting since August, 2012.  The 

members of the Planning Committee are Bob 

Brusse, Jack Stodyk, Jim Swart, Pete Scheppmann, 

Gary DeMaster, Melanie Wisse, Kevin Bruggink, 

Ceanne Simmelink, Beth Grosshuesch, Terry 

Lemkuil, Jill Davies, Brian Nyenhuis, and Kris 

DeBruine.  Early meetings focused primarily on 

the vision for our district.  We discussed per-

ceptions regarding district strengths and areas 

for improvement by asking questions like, 

“When you think of our district, what are you 

most proud of?” and “If a friend from another 

state asked about our district, what would you 

tell them?”  Our discussion helped us to rec-

ognize the need for additional input and feed-

back to inform any recommendations we may 

consider bringing to our school board. 
 

The result was a survey which was developed 

over a period of 6 months and distributed com-

munity wide September, 2013. The survey was 

designed to be comprehensive, asking for in-

put around academics, communication, budget 

and facilities.  Our committee then began the 

process of reviewing survey results, and the 

survey continues to guide our recommenda-

tions and inform our decisions.  For example, 

one area of the survey asked respondents 

about their support for the second phase of our 

2008 building project.  Phase II included plans 

where our gymnasium would be converted 

into a theater and replaced.  The survey did not 

indicate support for Phase II and the resulting 

committee recommendation included upgrades 

to existing facilities rather than replacement. 
 

The survey did show strong support for in-

creased classroom space and infrastructure 

maintenance.  Our review in this area resulted 

in a recommendation to partner with an 

architectural firm to complete a needs as-

sessment  of all district facilities with a 

specific focus on the 1956 wing of our ele-

mentary school, district-wide HVAC sys-

tems, building security, and our district 

food service facilities. After sending out 

proposal requests to architectural firms in 

southeastern Wisconsin, we narrowed our 

list and interviewed three firms with strong 

local connections to our district.  Ultimate-

ly, that process led to a partnership with 

Bray Associates Architects, Inc.  Bray's 

owner and President, Matt Wolfert, is an 

Oostburg graduate and Oostburg graduate, 

Matt TeBeest, serves on Wolfert's team. 
 

On October 13, our Long Range Planning 

Committee met with Bray and their team to 

discuss their early reviews.  The 1956 ele-

mentary school wing was well-planned and 

has met the needs of our community for 

almost 60 years. It is our desire to provide 

similar strategic planning which will con-

tribute to the ongoing success of our Dis-

trict as we help all students reach high lev-

els of achievement.  We look forward to 

sharing more as our committee continues 

to meet in the months ahead. 
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From the Superintendent's Desk 
 

I am pleased to share that The Oostburg School District received one of the highest school report 

card scores in the state and the highest score in the area (see graph below). Several years ago Gov-

ernor Walker chaired a committee which developed a school report card that evaluated multiple 

measures indicating school success. Wisconsin’s report card includes scores for attendance and 

graduation rate, achievement in reading and mathematics, student growth over time, and the size of 

achievement gaps between various student demographic groups. Our District score placed us on the 

high end of an “Exceeds Expectations” rating. 
 

Our District rating represents outcomes related to the hard work of a dedicated and talented staff, 

strong partnerships with our parents and community, and positive, student-focused leadership from 

a variety of stakeholders. We are particularly pleased that our specific and strategic efforts have resulted in a strong in-

tervention program and ACT score improvements that make our District a great place to receive an education. 
 

We are excited to celebrate our District-wide success and want to continue our work to ensure all students enrolled in 

our public school learn at high levels and graduate prepared to move into post-secondary education or a career. Although 

research clearly shows that improvement can be difficult for organizations that are already quite strong, our 2014-15 Dis-

trict Goals have been built to take us even further down a path toward excellence. We look forward to continuing to part-

ner with our parents and community as we grow students together. 
 

Kevin Bruggink 

Kevin Bruggink 

Above graph compares the report card scores for schools in the surrounding area. 
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Please Help Us Save... 
 

 ~ Campbell’s Soup Labels 

 ~ Box Tops for Education 

 ~ Used Ink Cartridges 

 ~ Milk Caps 
 

Drop off locations at  

Oostburg State Bank,  

Mentink’s Piggly Wiggly  

or any of the Oostburg schools. Chairs Needed for 

OES Art Project 
   Every January, the 5th graders work in 

groups to paint a wooden chair in the style 

of a famous artist.  This lesson is great for 

learning to work in groups and is a great fundraiser.  

Ms. Helmied, the OES Art Teacher, has had an ex-

tremely difficult time collecting chairs this year!  If you 

have a wooden chair available for donation (or even a 

metal folding chair), Ms. Helmied and the 5th graders 

would definitely appreciate it!  She plans to start the 

chairs right after winter break, so her deadline for col-

lecting them is Friday, December 19th.  If you have a 

chair you would like to donate, please bring it the OES 

office or OES Art Room as soon as you can. 

Winter/Spring ACT Test Dates 
         Test Date                         Registration Deadline 

     February 7, 2015                     January 9, 2015 

      April 18, 2015                          March 13, 2015 

         June 13, 2015                         May 8, 2015 
 

   Register online at:http://www.actstudent.org.  
 

   We are encouraging all sophomores and juniors to take 

the test in April.  If you have any questions please con-

tact Mr. Cole in the HS Guidance Office at 564-2346 

x1007 or via email at josh.cole@oostburg.k12.wi.us 

Familiar Faces in Different Places 

Mrs. Kristin Stapel has moved from 

teaching Kindergarten to helping OES 

as a Reading Specialist.  The Reading 

Specialist position is another level of 

support for the intensive literacy work 

in the K-5 classrooms.  Mrs. Stapel’s 

primary role is to work directly in 

classrooms, supporting the work of the 

teachers through research- based 

coaching practices.  In addition, she 

will provide professional learning opportunities and act 

as a resource for teacher learning needs. 

Mrs. Ashley Holzer has moved 

from teaching fourth grade to Guid-

ance Counselor at OES.  Matt Hei-

nen transferred to a new district. 

Mrs. Jodi Stubler is now teaching a 

fourth section of the second grade at 

OES.  She taught first grade last 

year. 

Mrs. Karri Krier is teaching a sec-

tion of fourth grade as Ashley Holzer 

moved to Guidance at OES.  She 

taught Junior Kindergarten last year. 

Mrs. Sherri Stengel is the new 

Oostburg Middle School Principal.  

She assumed this position at the re-

tirement of Steve Harder last spring.  

Mrs. Stengel continues to be the 

OSD Assessment Coordinator. 

Ashley Holzer 

Jodi Stubler 

Karri Krier 

Kristin Stapel 

Sherri Stengel 

http://www.actstudent.org%3chttp:/www.actstudent.org
mailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us%3cmailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us


 

 

“There is no substitute for excellence.” www.oostburg.k12.wi.us 4 

Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 
   We extend a warm welcome to all of our new staff and hope you have a chance to meet them as the year progresses. 

Ms. Lyza Reichelt graduated from 

Sheboygan Falls High in 2009 and 

from UW-Stevens Point in December 

2013 with a Mathematics for Educa-

tion degree. She did her student teach-

ing at Riverview Middle School and 

Plymouth High School.  Ms. Reichelt 

is living in Sheboygan Falls and will 

be getting married next summer. 

While teaching Algebra, she also helps 

with Destination Imagination and teaches confirmation at 

her home church. 

Mr. Ted Schanen is teaching HS 

biology.  He grew up in Saukville as 

the youngest of seven kids.  Mr. 

Schanen spent most of his younger 

years wrestling and training hunting 

beagles.  He graduated in 1999 from 

Ozaukee High School then went on to 

school at Lakeland College where he 

met his wife.  Mr. Schanen did an 

internship at the Black Canyon of the 

Gunnison National Park where he was introduced to west-

ern Colorado.  He taught at a middle school in Cedaredge, 

Colorado, for four years before taking a year off to train 

sled dogs full time with his wife in Michigan and Alaska.  

Mr. Schanen was back in Cedaredge for the past five 

years teaching high school, coaching wrestling, and hav-

ing kids.  His son Sterling turned 4 and Fritz turned 2 this 

summer.  Mr. Schanen and his wife are very happy to be 

back close to family and teaching at OHS. 

After growing up in the North Shore 

area of Milwaukee and attending 

Nicolet High School, Ms. Erica 

Wray graduated from the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison with a Bache-

lor of Science in Elementary Educa-

tion and Spanish. Since then Ms. 

Wray has been a classroom teacher 

for about ten years working in Ecua-

dor, Venezuela, and most recently 

Bermuda in both the public and pri-

vate sectors. Her career experiences have been quite 

varied, ranging from classroom teaching in grades 1-5, 

middle school math and science, elementary music, and 

grades 6-12 computer studies. That technology position, 

although only a one-year post, was a challenging and 

invigorating opportunity that rekindled Ms. Wray’s in-

terest in technology-enhanced education.  It inspired her 

to pursue a Masters of Educational Technology degree 

through Boise State University.  The coursework and 

connections she has made through this program have 

introduced Ms. Wray to current trends, issues, and best 

practices with various apps, programs, and hardware.  

Some of her other interests include art and music, partic-

ularly piano and voice. In general, she enjoys the fine 

arts and folk art too, and she is always up for anything 

"cultural".  After a decade away, Ms. Wray is thrilled to 

be back in Wisconsin. She can't deny it will be difficult 

trading pink sand for snow, but does look forward to 

meeting new people, enjoying the great outdoors, and 

being part of a top notch school system. 

Ms. Keri Kimble was raised on a 

small farm outside of Brandon, WI.  

She attended Laconia High School in 

Rosendale, WI, and graduated in 

2007.  Concordia College in Moor-

head, MN was her home for the next 

four years where she graduated with 

a degree in Psychology.  Ms. Kimble 

earned her Master’s in Counseling at 

North Dakota State University.  

OMS Guidance is Ms. Kimble’s first counseling position, 

and she is very excited about it!  Oostburg’s district and 

community remind her a lot of the district she grew up in.  

In her free time, Ms. Kimble enjoys running, watching 

movies, playing volleyball, finding new restaurants, and 

spending time with her parents, older sister, brother-in-

law, nephew (3 years old) and niece (1 year old). 

Upon graduation from Sheboygan 

Falls High School, Ms. Lindsay 

Pribek attended Marquette Uni-

versity and later UW-Oshkosh 

where she received a degree in 

Education and Spanish. After stu-

dent teaching in Menasha, Ms. 

Pribek was hired by the district to 

teach ESL and Spanish classes at 

the elementary and high school 

levels. She was also the ESL Coordinator for the Shioc-

ton School District. Over the years Ms. Pribek has 

found enjoyment in coaching volleyball and track. 

Coaching has given her great experience and helped 

maintain a connection with athletics and the students. 

Ms. Pribek’s personal hobbies include traveling, cook-

ing, being outdoors, and spending time with family and 

friends. She shares that she is excited and grateful to be 

back in Sheboygan County teaching Spanish! 

Keri Kimble 

Ted Schanen Lindsay Pribek 

Lyza Reichelt 

Erica Wray 
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No person may be denied admission to any public school in the district or be denied participation in, be denied the bene-

fits of, or be discriminated against in any curricular, co-curricular, student services, recreational or other program or 

activity because of the person’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental 

status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability in the educational programs or 

activities operated by the School District of Oostburg. 

Mrs. Jill Ladwig is teaching 4K at 

OES.  She has been an educator in 

various roles for the past 25 years.  

She began her career in education 

teaching 3rd grade in the Neenah 

Joint School District and more re-

cently 4K & Kindergarten at Holy 

Family in Sheboygan.  Mrs. 

Ladwig is involved in various 

school and community volunteer 

activities.  She led the committee to 

get a Safety Town program started in her community.  

Mrs. Ladwig has also been active with her parish teach-

ing Religious Education classes. 

Mrs. Ladwig is a graduate of the University of Wiscon-

sin Oshkosh with a B.S. in Elementary Education, a mi-

nor in reading and Early Childhood certification.  She is 

married with 4 children and lives in Sheboygan Falls.  

Mrs. Ladwig enjoys walking, kayaking, hiking, shop-

ping and spending time with her family. 

Mr. Robert Boenisch was born and 

raised in Sheboygan Falls. He earned 

his bachelor’s degree from UW Stout 

and master’s degree from Marian Uni-

versity.  Mr. Boenish taught 7 years at 

Kiel High School then 3 years in Chil-

ton High School.  He is teaching Engi-

neering, Manufacturing, Construction, 

and Composites & Polymers courses 

at the high school. Mr. Boenish  is 

also teaching a Hi-Interest woodworking course to 8th 

grade students. 

In addition to teaching, Mr. Boenish owns his own con-

struction business and also does tree trimming and removal 

in the summer. He is active at church and is co-leading the 

post-high young adult ministry called Transformers.  Mr. 

Boenish has been on several mission projects including 

building efforts in New York City, Tennessee, New Orle-

ans, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and countless local projects. 

Mr. Boenish has been married 14 years to his wife, Angela. 

He has two children and spends much time running to vari-

ous activities for church and 4-H. 

Ms. Tricia Lutze is excited to be 

working at Oostburg High School 

after graduating from Lakeland 

College this past January. Growing 

up in Sheboygan, she graduated 

from North High School in 2009 

and chased her dreams of theatrical 

performance at Millikin University 

in Decatur, Illinois. After spending 

a few years studying theater, Ms. 

Lutze decided that her true passion involved working 

with children and young adults.  She transferred to 

Lakeland College and taught swimming lessons through 

the Sheboygan Recreational Department to gain more 

experience in education. Since graduating, Ms. Lutze 

has taught in a few long term substitute positions and 

just finished Sophomore English in summer school.  

When Ms. Lutze is not teaching, she can be found per-

forming and choreographing with local theater compa-

nies. This past year she also traveled to Germany and 

Singapore, which expanded her love for the humanities. 

She is thrilled to be working with the students in Oost-

burg, not only in an academic setting, but in the theater 

as well. It is the perfect balance of her passions and she 

cannot wait to dive in! 
Mr. Ray Wolf is helping the district 

out as School Psychologist.  He is in 

the district only a few days a week 

and enjoying the slower pace of Oost-

burg.  Mr. Wolf lives in Fond du Lac. 

Jill Ladwig 

Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 

Robert Boenish 
Tricia Lutze 

Ray Wolf 



 

 

Mrs. Maritza Roblero is one of 

the new custodial staff at OES.  

She is a 2011 graduate of Oost-

burg High School.  After gradua-

tion, she studied medical billing, 

though she is now a stay-at-

home mom.  Mrs. Roblero is 

married and has two children, 

ages 3 years & 2 years.  In her 

free time, she enjoys baking. 

Miss Brittany Maloney is a recent 

addition to the OES custodial staff.  

She is a senior in high school who 

loves band and theater. She just com-

pleted the High School Fall Musical 

“Crazy For You,” in the role of Irene.  

Miss Maloney has also been a stage 

hand and a student director for plays 

at OHS.  Upon graduation, Miss. 

Maloney plans to study English and 

Psychology at a UW system school. 
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School Libraries Are More Than Books 

With the world of technology that we live in today, people often ask if I think the need 

for libraries will disappear.  Of course I tell them that it will not.  I don’t say this just 

because this is my job or passion, but because now more than ever, there is a great need 

for librarians to help patrons wade through the many different forms of information that 

come their way, especially from the internet. Although the internet is used frequently to 

find information and for entertainment, books and other forms of print materials have 

not disappeared, especially at the elementary school where students are still learning to 

read.  On a daily basis, I help students find good fit books or search out classroom ma-

terials for teachers.  But another part of my job is to prepare students to be responsible 

and efficient users of technology.  What does that look 

like on a daily basis?  With the younger grades that 

includes how to use a computer, from turning it on to 

changing the font style or size in Word to properly shutting down a computer.  As the 

students get older, so does their need for learning how to find information on the inter-

net that is appropriate and useful.  If you have ever done a Google search, you know this 

can be an overwhelming task!  More than just teaching internet searching skills, I also 

teach the students about internet safety and precautions to take while online.  I take 

them to websites such as www.badgerlink.net, which is full of useful and reliable infor-

mation that includes encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, and so much more.  The 

best part is that it is appropriate for kids from kindergarten all the way through adults.  

If you ever wonder what goes on in the elementary library or would like to see the stu-

dents in action using technology or reading books, you are always welcome to stop in 

and see that the library is more than a book.  Article submitted by Janna Heinen, Library 

Media Specialist for the Oostburg School District. 

5th Graders using laptops in 

the OES Library 

5th Graders practicing  

computer skills at the  

OES Library 

Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 

Maritza Roblero Brittany Maloney 

Catch OSD On Social Media 
Did you know that you can check for weekly updates from 

each building administrator through their blogs on the Oost-

burg School District website?  Check 

it out and let us know what you think.  

You can also follow the school dis-

trict on Twitter and Facebook. 

http://www.badgerlink.net
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Meetings Set for Juniors and Seniors 
 

 A Post-Secondary Options night for juniors and their parents will be held February 9th at 6:00pm at Oostburg 

High School.  Scholarship and planning information will be presented. 
 

 A financial aid meeting for seniors and their parents will take place on January 12th at 6:00pm at Oostburg High 

School. The FAFSA (Free Application For Student Aid) Form that college bound seniors will need to complete 

online will be explained.  We encourage both students and parents to attend. 
 

 Scholarship information for seniors can be found on the Guidance Section of the OHS Web Site at  

       http://www.oostburg.k12.wi.us/ohs/guidance/Scholarships_homepage.html 

Lakeland College Math Competition 
Thirty-two students from Oostburg Middle School participated in the Lakeland College Middle School Math Competi-

tion held on Monday, November 10th. The following students participated: (8th Grade) Halle Schwartz, Hannah TenPas, 

Isabel Fuentes de Rehm, Jacob Brill, Brianna Breunig, Madelyn Hendrikse, Erin Fear, Brooke Ripplinger, Emily Feder-

spiel, and Lizzie Brill;(7th Grade) Gracie Hilbelink, Owen Kolste, Lindsey Wilterdink, Jacob Oppeneer, Monica 

Mentink, Austin Teunissen, Jon Greupink, Stephany Ratliff, Derick Wilterdink, Braden VanGinkel, Emma Scherpereel, 

Mackena Hendrikse, Braden Dirkse, and Angie Trekas; (6th Grade) Camryn Lund, Levi Dulmes, 

Jacob Richards, Victor Schwarz, Eric Baake, Sabryn Bley, and Kyla VanEss. 
 

The four teams competed against other area schools from Sheboygan County. Each team must in-

clude at least one sixth grade student and no more than four eighth grade students. Our four teams 

finished 14th, 17th, 25th, and 36th place out of 43 teams. Congratulations to everyone who participated 

in this competition! 

Poinsettias for OMS Concert 
The Middle School music students are taking orders for 

poinsettias to decorate the gym for their 

Winter Concert, December 8 at 7pm.  

Plants are $11.00 each, come in  red and 

white and can be taken home after the 

concert.  Orders must be placed by No-

vember 24.  If interested, contact Jill 

Hanes at the middle school. 

Music Club Fruit Sale 
The music students of Oostburg Schools are 

currently selling fruit.  The money earned will 

be used for a variety of things pertaining to the 

student’s music needs.  The money may pay 

for a trip, for music for solo ensemble or instrument sup-

plies.  The fruit is of good quality and will 

be delivered just in time for holiday gifts. 
 

If you are interested in ordering apples, 

oranges, grapefruit, pears or pineapples, 

please contact an Oostburg School music 

participant or contact a school office.  Orders must be 

placed by November 25 and payment must accompany 

your order.  Fruit will be delivered December 15.  Pick up 

will be at the OHS shed. 

State Honors Choir 
Congratulations to Nicholas 

Schinner on his selection to the 

Wisconsin State Honors Choir! 
 

This choir offers high school stu-

dents the opportunity to rehearse 

and perform with nationally-

known conductors at the Wiscon-

sin State Music Conference in 

October.  Students undergo a rig-

orous audition process to apply 

for this honor including sight-

singing and solo performance.  

Those accepted represent the top 2% of High School 

Musicians in the state of Wisconsin. 

Nicholas Schinner 

http://www.oostburg.k12.wi.us/ohs/guidance/Scholarships_homepage.html


 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 For school closing info you may be contacted by the dis-

trict’s Automated Phone system.  You can also listen to 

WHBL 1330, WJUB 1420 or WTMJ 620, TV Channel 4 or 

http://closings.620wtmj.com. 
 

 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 

School District website. 
 

 Check out past newsletters at www.oostburg.K12.wi.us/

district/newsletter/NewsletterIndex.html 
 

 Fitness Center hours:  Check the current hours and availa-

ble programs on the district website: 

www.oostburg.k12.wi.us 
 

 Keep track of the balance of your Oostburg Schools lunch 

account at Infinite Campus found on the Oostburg School 

District website.   
 

 We invite your comments and suggestions. E-mail your 

thoughts to: Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  

 

  November   18   OES Parent/Teacher Conferences 

                      18   OMS Parent/Teacher Conferences 

                      19   District Early Release 

                      19   School Board Meeting, 6 pm 

                      20   OES Parent/Teacher Conferences 

                      26 - 28  Thanksgiving Break 
 

  December     5   No School - In-service Day 

                        8   OMS Winter concert, 7 pm 

                      15   OHS Winter concert, 7pm 

                      17   District Early Release 

                      17   School Board Meeting, 6 pm 

                      24   Christmas Break Begins 
 

  January        5   School Resumes 

                      14   District Early Release 

                      21   School Board Meeting, 6 pm 

                      23   End of 2nd Quarter 

                      30   No School - In-service Day 

Coming Up... 

Community Connections 

is published  

for the residents 

of the School District  

of Oostburg. 

Design & Layout 

Karen Leitzke 

564-6514  

Individually wrapped sin-

gle portions from snacks to 

meals. Easy to prepare. 
 

Order online at 

www.marketday.com 
 

Market Day is available to 

everyone in the  

Oostburg School  

District community. 
 

For more information 

contact Heidi Vertz  

hidispidi@aol.com 

School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
Oostburg, WI  53070 

Local Postal Patron 


