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The mission of the School District of Oostburg is to prepare students to be 
productive and positive contributors to our society and the world. 

“There is no 

substitute for  

excellence.” 
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  ~  Technology Grant for OSD 

  ~  Solo & Ensemble Coming  

  ~  Crossing Guards Recognized 

  ~  Family Fun Fair Donors  

  ~  New Staff at OSD 

  ~  PTO Postings 
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Blayz Wilson, an eighth grader at OMS, won 

the school competition of the National Geo-

graphic Bee on January 16th and a chance at a 

$50,000 college scholarship.  The school Bee, 

at which students answered questions on ge-

ography, was the first round in the 27th annual 

National Geographic Bee.  Thousands of 

schools around the United States and the five 

U.S. territories are participating in the 2015 

Bee.  The school champions, including Blayz, 

will take a written test; up to 100 of the top 

scorers on that test in each state will then be 

eligible to compete in their state Bee on 

March 27, 2015. 
 

The National Geographic Society will provide 

an all-expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C., 

for state winners to participate in the Bee national championship rounds May 11-13, 2015.  

The first place national champion will receive a $50,000 college scholarship, a lifetime 

membership in the Society including a subscription to National Geographic magazine, and a 

trip to the Galapagos Islands, courtesy of Lindblad Expeditions and National Geographic.  

Award-winning journalist Soledad O’Brien will moderate the national finals on May 13.  

The program will air on television.  Check local listings for dates and times.  Congratulations 

to Blayz Wilson on winning the Oostburg 

Middle School Bee, and congratulations to 

our finalists who also participated. 
 

Thank you to teachers Barry Kloepping, 

Brian Nyenhuis and Jack Rauwerdink for 

facilitating this year’s Geography Bee.  Arti-

cle submitted by Barry Kloepping, OMS Social 

Studies Teacher & Geography Bee Coordinator 

8th Grader Wins OMS 

Geographic Bee 

Blayz Wilson, winner of the 2015 OMS Bee, 

is congratulated by Mr. Barry Kloepping, 

Geography Bee Coordinator 

Bee Semi-finalists, from left: Blayz Wilson, 

Jacob Oppeneer, Conner Verduzco, Nate Hur-

tienne, Travis Veldboom, Brady Wisse, Owen 

Wilson, Holli DePagter, Brooke Ripplinger 
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From the Superintendent's Desk 
 

Greetings, 
 

January 10th was a special night at Oostburg High School as we celebrated the 100th anniversary 

of the WIAA State Boy’s Basketball Tournament.  Oostburg has been fortunate to have eight teams 

qualify for the state tournament during that time.  We honored those teams by inviting them back to 

their alma mater and introducing them at half time of our game against Sheboygan Christian.  Tra-

dition is a key part of what makes the Oostburg School District unique, and I am thankful for those 

who have invested heavily in shaping our district as a leader in educational excellence.  Reflecting 

on our special evening, I find myself thankful for our ability to honor tradition while also focusing 

forward on our improvement and growth.  I believe that the combination of tradition and growth 

are often in conflict, yet we find ways to bring those opposites together in a way that helps define who we are as a 

school and community. 
 

American philosopher and educational reformer John Dewey discussed something similar in 1938: Traditional vs Pro-

gressive Education. 
 

However, Dewey believes neither progressive nor traditional education is the solution to the opposition that exists in 

educational theory. He proposes that the problems they present require a resolution based on a new philosophy of expe-

rience. As long as the assumption exists that it suffices to reject the ideas of traditional education and to go to the oppo-

site extreme to progressive education, the problem at hand will not even be recognized, let alone be resolved. 
 

Dewey’s idea captures the balance that we believe is important when it states that “neither progressive nor traditional” 

is the solution.  We live in a time where most arguments seem to quickly degrade to a staunch defense of this or that.  

Respected author Jim Collins describes this phenomenon as the “tyranny of or” where we must choose between two 

seemingly contradictory positions.  Collins dismissed “this or that” and promotes the “genius of and” where he de-

scribes the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time while still retaining the ability to function.  

We want to be a “genius of and” school where the “tyranny of or” is pushed aside.  We want to embrace our strong tra-

ditions while also driving forward to improve and grow. 
 

Oostburg is steeped in tradition yet has a progressive nature, unlike many other small towns.  Our active Chamber of 

Commerce and incredible number of small and medium-sized businesses provide an example of balancing tradition and 

progress.  They model how to grow and stay ahead of the curve, yet still hold true to the values that matter most.  I hope 

our school district reflects those qualities as we serve children. 
 

Daniel Pink, one of my favorite authors / researchers has a quote which I include in my email signature line: “We need 

to prepare children for their future, not our past.”  This quote is a necessary reminder as I get a bit older and risk being 

less open to what our students need most to succeed.  The events of January 10th also served as a reminder as we 

brought together a celebrated past and a promising future which should excite us. 
 

Kevin Bruggink 

Kevin Bruggink 

OES Staff Focusing on Progress in Math 
As we continue to work toward improving learning at OES, we have put together a team of teachers 

that are deeply studying the best way to teach and assess student progress in math.  T.J. Michna, Jess 

Prinsen, Jodi Stubler, Jill Davies, Julie Bieber, and Erin Hoffman have been meeting at least once per 

month studying various series and resources that will help us achieve our highest 

math goals.  Our focus has centered on a few shifts to improve student learning.  

Our teachers are concentrating on teaching a more focused set of major math concepts and skills.  This 

will allow students time to master key concepts and skills in a more organized way throughout the year 

and from one grade to the next.  Teachers are also researching rich and challenging math content to 

engage students in solving real-world problems in order to inspire a greater interest in math.  We’ve 

appreciated the opportunity to talk with community members and parents about the important work we 

are doing in math, and we welcome you to contact us with any questions you might have.   
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OMS Welcomes Mrs. Cindy Edge 
 

In January, Oostburg Middle School welcomed Mrs. Cindy Edge to the staff.  Mrs. Edge filled the 

vacancy in 7th and 8th grade math left by the departure of Ms. Gardon.  Along with her math cer-

tification, she also has degrees in Educational Administration and Psychology.  It was very evi-

dent during her interview that she is a learner; something we highly value in Oostburg.  She is 

well read and embraces change through learning about best practice. 
 

Mrs. Edge taught 7th and 8th grade math for a total of 8 years prior to accepting this position.  

Therefore, she is familiar with the age level and standards that she will be teaching our students at 

OMS.  To come into a position mid-year, having this knowledge and experience is critical for not 

losing valuable learning time because the teacher too is learning.  She has been able to come in and pick up right where 

Ms. Gardon left off.  The transition has gone well. 
 

In addition to her teaching experience, Mrs. Edge has a vast knowledge base and experience in Response to Intervention 

(RTI).  She served as a Response to Intervention Coordinator where she led the implementation of RTI at several differ-

ent school districts.  Therefore she has a strong knowledge base of research and evidenced based interventions and strat-

egies, as well as procedural and structural knowledge on how to maximize intervention time. 
 

Overall, Mrs. Edge is a team player that embraces best practice and the learning process.  She is a positive person and 

has been a valuable addition to OMS! 

Crossing Guards 
With all of our most recent weather related issues, we are especially grateful for our crossing 

guards.  January 12 - 16, 2015, was Crossing Guard Recognition Week in Wisconsin.  The Village 

of Oostburg hires our community crossing guards, and we are very fortunate to have excellent indi-

viduals who have filled this role for many years.  Please take a moment to recognize their efforts in 

keeping our children safe as they walk to and from school.  Our Oostburg crossing guards include: 

Mrs. Pat Koeser, Mr. Glenn Koeser and Mr. Mark Awe. 

BadgerLink – Wisconsin’s Free Online Library 
In the last district newsletter I mentioned a website called BadgerLink, which I believe is a great resource and 

warrants a closer look and explanation.  As described on the BadgerLink website, “BadgerLink is Wisconsin’s online 

library which provides access to licensed content such as magazines, newspapers, scholarly articles, videos, images, and 

music. These resources are provided exclusively for use by all Wisconsin residents and are materials that are not availa-

ble through regular search engines such as Google.”  You also have access to an online encyclopedia, which can be very 

helpful when your child has projects or reports for school.  Some of the resources that I use with the students and that 

they learn about are as follows: 
 

Access NewspaperARCHIVE  Britannica School - Elementary  Kids Search 

Wisconsin Media Lab   Searchasaurus     TeachingBooks.net 

NoveList K-8 
 

There are many, many more resources and they are not just for students in elementary, but span into middle 

school, high school, college and beyond.  For example, in Access NewspaperARCHIVE, I found my parents’ wedding 

announcement from over fifty years ago. You have access to manuals for vehicles, genealogy information, Sports Illus-

trated for Kids, and so much more.   

BadgerLink is a free resource that you can access at home as well, you just have to have a public library card. 

When you go to www.badgerlink.net, there is a link titled “Library Card Login“ located directly under the webpage title.  

Once you enter your local library and barcode from the back of your library card, you have full access to one of the most 

valuable online resources available.  If you have any questions regarding BadgerLink and the resources within the site, 

please feel free to stop by or give me a call. 

Janna Heinen 

Library Media Specialist 

Oostburg Elementary School  

Janna.heinen@oostburg.k12.wi.us 

920.564.2392, ext. 3300  

Mrs. Cindy Edge 

http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=799&term=
http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=451&term=
http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=1026&term=
http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=1457&term=
http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=1027&term=
http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=800&term=
http://www.wiscat.net/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=stwi&lid=stwi&dataid=764&term=
http://www.badgerlink.net
mailto:Janna.heinen@oostburg.k12.wi.us
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PTO Postings 

Fall Mini Grants: The PTO awarded more than $ 2200 in mini grants in November 2014.  The following is a list of recip-

ients. 

 Ashley Holzer was awarded money for Second Step Curriculum for the kindergarten. 

 Vicki Swart received money for an IPVO Document camera. 

 Erin Hoffmann and Julie Bieber each received money for Cuisenaire Rods. 

 Erica Wray was awarded money for a Canon HFG30 video camcorder. 

 Jill Nyenhuis received an award to purchase books for her classroom. 

 Deb Styles and Morgan Hellmer received money for durable book and binder holders. 

The PTO has awarded more than $87, 000 over the past six years for Educational Enrichment to our district.  The next 

mini grants will be awarded in April 2015. 
 

Family Fun Fair: This was the most successful Fun Fair to date.  The PTO had a profit of over $13,500.  This money will 

be used to support the staff through Mini Grants and classroom supplies as well as in other ways. 
 

Scholarships: Five $1000 scholarships will be awarded graduating seniors.  Applications can be found on the PTO page 

of the district website or http://oostburgpto.wikispaces.com/Scholarships. 
 

Like Oostburg PTO on Facebook to stay up to date with what is going on in the district. 

Students to Participate in Solo & Ensemble 
   Band and vocal students from OHS & OMS are participating in many events at this year's Solo and 

Ensemble Festival, which will be held on March 21 at Random Lake.  Events range from woodwind, 

brass, percussion and piano solos to ensembles ranging in size from duets to large groups.  In addition to 

Solo and Ensemble, all 7th and 8th Grade Band students will be performing a solo and/or in an ensemble at 

school during lunch as part of March's annual "Music In Our Schools Month" celebration.  Congratula-

tions to all of the Solo and Ensemble participants on their hard work to ensure successful performances 

and for making music an important part of our school community! 

Oostburg School District Receives District Grant from WTI 
The Oostburg School District has recently received exciting news that Wisconsin Technology Initiative approved our 

Fall-term grant proposal and has awarded us $37,000 towards the purchase of specific technology items per our request. 

These include three SMART Tables, a mobile telepresence unit, a Swivl device, three SMART Boards, and a subscrip-

tion to the BrightBytes technology integration evaluation tool.  “The technology provided through the WTI grant will 

expand personalized learning opportunities for students from their earliest experiences through graduation,” said Super-

intendent Kevin Bruggink. “The SMART Tables provided through the grant promote collaborative, 21st Century, inde-

pendent learning, while our second telepresence unit will allow us to connect with learners across the globe.  These tech-

nologies would be challenging to fund through our regular budget and we are grateful for the support of the Morgridge 

family and WTI community.”  
 

“We knew the Oostburg School District would understand the importance and would put the technology to good use,” 

said Mike Kerr, Executive Director of Wisconsin Technology Initiative. “We are excited to see the positive results that 

will come from this project.” 
 

A special “thank you” to the eleven teachers who attended the WTI conference in Stevens Point this past November.  

There is no doubt that the presence and involvement of this large group helped our school receive this generous grant 

from WTI. 
 

All teachers will be encouraged to explore these tools and use them in their classes.  We look forward to increasing col-

laboration internally (among our staff and students) and externally (with other schools and community members) as we 

embrace these innovative opportunities.  Article submitted by Erica Wray, Technology Integration Coordinator, Oostburg 

School District 



 

 

www.oostburg.k12.wi.us “There is no substitute for excellence.” 5 

THANK YOU to these  

“Center Ring” DONORS of the Oostburg School 

District “Circus” FUN FAIR 
 

 

 

 

 

4-H Rangers Club 

Above & Beyond Children's Museum 

Aurora Vision Center 

Auto Enterprises 

Betty Brinn Children's Museum 

Bill VerVelde 

Bitter Neuman 

The Blind Horse 

Blue Harbor Resort 

Bread & Bean Eatery 

Breunig Family 

Brugginks, Inc. 

The Bull at Pinehurst Farms 

Bullpen Baseball 

Carlton Automotive 

Chicago Cubs 

Chula Vista 

Claerbout Furniture & Flooring 

Comedy Sportz 

Connie LeClair 

Country Springs Hotel 

Creation Museum 

Crystal Dalkin 

Daane Ace Hardware 

Dallas Cowboys  

 – Gerry Jones Foundation 

Dairy Queen - Sheboygan Falls 

Dave Lemmenes American Family 

Don & Lynn Wilterdink and Family 

Ecology Outfitters 

Elle & L 

Entourage Salon & Spa 

Essential Oils - Penny Arentsen 

Festival Foods 

The Field Museum 

Firehouse Pizza 

For Better Tomorrows Bodywork, LLC 

The Game Board 

Gibbsville Cheese 

Green Bay Packers 

Hartman Chiropractic  

 and Rehabilitation 

Highland House 

Highlights Magazines 

Jessica's School of Dance 

Jimmy John's 

JoAnn Stuckmann 

Johnsonville Brats 

Judi's Place 

Jumping Country 

Kerry’s Barber Shop 

Lake Shore Lanes 

Little Switzerland 

Mark & Penny Bolf Family 

Mark Dulmes New York Life Insurance 

Matt Poppe and Robert Boenisch  

 & the students in Tech. Ed. 

Mentink’s Piggly Wiggly 

Mike DePagter Plumbing 

Milwaukee Admirals 

Milwaukee Bucks 

Milwaukee Repertory Theater 

Milwaukee Wave 

The Mineshaft 

Minnesota Twins 

Miss Macy's Boutique 

Miss Olivia's Line 

Mt. Olympus Waterpark 

Museum of Science and Industry 

Myra’s Country Cakes 

Neumann Heating & Plumbing 

Norwex by Rachel Katsma 

Odyssey Fun Center 

Old Wisconsin Sausage 

Olivada 

Olivu 426 

Ongna Wood Products, Inc. 

Oostburg Athletic Association 

Oostburg Athletic Teams 

Oostburg Bakery 

Oostburg Family Dentistry 

Oostburg Fire Department 

Oostburg Lumber Company 

Oostburg State Bank 

Origami Owl - Cindy Kruis 

Origami Owl - Jessica Hanke 

Otter Box 

Ozaukee Sports Center 

Plant A Seed Promotions 

 – Dan Plopper 

Q-Mart 

Quit Qui Oc Golf Club 

Redbox 

Road America 

Rosie Posie Pretty 

 – Stephanie Huenink 

Salon Sase 

Schenck SC 

Schuff’s Last Resort 

Scott Trekas 

Shaunna Claerbout Photography 

Sheboygan Falls Aquatic Center 

Sheboygan Lakers Ice Center 

Shedd Aquarium 

Stardust Limousine Service 

Sudden Impact Archery 

Sue Darrow's School of Dance 

Sweet Feet Photography 

Thirty-One Gifts - Andrea Long 

Thirty-One Gifts - Nancy TeBeest 

Tom & Jerry's Mini Golf 

VanStelle's Oostburg Subway 

VanWyks Inc. 

Victorian Village Resort 

Village Shoe Service 

Vollrath 

Walt Disney World 

Whisting Straits PGA Championship 

Whitewater Outdoors 

Wynveen Realty – Cassie Jenson 

2015’s Fun Fair was again a record 

breaking success!  Thank you to all the 

OSD families, students, & staff who 

volunteered and/or attended.  Thank 

you to the Oostburg area community for 

attending and supporting the Oostburg 

School District.  We hope you had fun 

and will plan to join us again next time! 



 

 

No person may be denied admission to any public school in the district or be denied participation in, be denied the bene-

fits of, or be discriminated against in any curricular, co-curricular, student services, recreational or other program or ac-

tivity because of the person’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental 

status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability in the educational programs or 

activities operated by the School District of Oostburg. 
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WTI Grant Allows SMART Tables for Kindergarten Classrooms 
SMART Tables will be located in the three OES kindergarten classrooms to help 

support students who would benefit from assistance in early literacy and math skill 

development.  These movable, interactive, multimedia tables also offer enrichment 

opportunities with high-levels of student engagement (e.g. collaborate to create sto-

ries, practice math facts, generate patterns, sort clues, solve problems, or work 

through simulations).  The use of these boards will assist teachers in managing time 

and resources in that they can be used for center-based learning and active collabo-

ration through discussion, problem-solving, and small group activities.  They are 

renowned for their accessibility features, which will make them a benefit to Special Education classes as well.  Tactile, 

play-based learning can take place in small groups working independently and fostering peer teaching skills.  Article sub-

mitted by Erica Wray, Technology Integration Coordinator, Oostburg School District.  Image from http://education.smarttech.com/

en/products/smart-table 

Telepresence and Swivl Device for Staff Use 
An additional telepresence unit (on a movable cart) will be purchased for use in the Oostburg Elemen-

tary building.  Telepresence technology offers an opportunity to broaden our course offerings as well as 

provide “real world” exposure and connections to professionals (in an effort to improve college and ca-

reer readiness).  In addition to shared classes, students could collaborate with other schools on common 

projects or units of study.  They can also take part in virtual field trips.  Telepresence will assist teachers 

with professional development pursuits and sharing a resource pool with other school districts.  With 

this telepresence cart we have also received multipoint licensing, which enables us to have up to four 

simultaneous connections. 
 

The Swivl device allows for easy, high-quality filming of the instructor in action by following 

them around as they present their lesson.  We aim to use this device in teachers’ classrooms as a 

component of professional development and/or to showcase their work to other schools.  In con-

junction with the telepresence cart, colleagues can use the Swivl device to observe teachers in real 

time without invading their space or interrupting their class.  In addition, several teachers have 

shown commitment to exploring the flipped learning model in their classes, featuring video-based 

lectures and demonstrations.  Having a teacher’s “presence” embedded into the recorded demon-

stration, lecture notes, or PowerPoint presentation makes for a more engaging, connected, and 

memorable lesson.  Information from Erica Wray, Technology Integration Coordinator, Oostburg School 

District.  Images from http://www.cisco.com and http://www.swivl.com  

Additional Resources to be purchased 
SMART Boards will be installed in an Oostburg High School History room, the OMS Band room, and the high school 

conference room.  Students have an active role in their learning when they use these interactive whiteboards, which sup-

port multimedia and dynamic presentation and encourage communal participation.  In STEM subjects, SMART Boards 

and applications like Math Tools allow students to instantly create models and graphs with ease.  Response systems and 

document cameras allow students of all ages to receive real time feedback from their peers and also create dynamic 

presentations. 
 

We will be using BrightBytes as an objective technology evaluation tool for all staff and students.  District families will 

be invited to take part as well.  This program will provide us an evidence-based framework that will help us analyze our 

district-wide technology skill level and integration effectiveness.  Based on sound research, this tool will help us define 

our needs and improve student learning outcomes.  BrightBytes offers actionable next steps, targeted stakeholder re-

ports, and clear communication of results.  Article submitted by Erica Wray, Technology Integration Coordinator, Oostburg 

School District.   

http://education.smarttech.com/en/products/smart-table
http://education.smarttech.com/en/products/smart-table
http://www.cisco.com
http://www.swivl.com


 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 For school closing info you may be contacted by the dis-

trict’s Automated Phone system.  You can also listen to 

WHBL 1330, WJUB 1420 or WTMJ 620, TV Channel 4 or 

http://closings.620wtmj.com. 
 

 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 

District website. 
 

 Check out past newsletters at www.oostburg.K12.wi.us/

district/newsletter/NewsletterIndex.html 
 

 Fitness Center hours:  Check the current hours and availa-

ble programs on the District website: 

www.oostburg.k12.wi.us 
 

 Keep track of the balance of your Oostburg Schools 

lunch account at: www.ezschoolpay.com.   
 

 We invite your comments and suggestions. E-mail your 

thoughts to: Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  

 

March           14   Destination Imagination Regional  

                      11   District Early Release 

                      18   School Board Meeting, 6pm 

                      21   Solo & Ensemble 

                      24   OES Celebration of the Arts 

                      27   End of 3rd Quarter 

                      30 - April 3   Spring Vacation 
 

April               6   School Resumes 

                      16   District Early Release 

                      16   School Board Meeting, 6 pm 

                      16 - 18   Spring Play 

                      25   State Solo & Ensemble 
 

May                 1   No School 

                        4   OHS Band & Vocal Concert 

                      11   OMS Band & Vocal Concert 

                      13   District Early Release 

Coming Up... 

Community Connections 

is published  

for the residents 

of the School District  

of Oostburg. 

Design & Layout 

Karen Leitzke 

564-6514  

Individually wrapped sin-

gle portions from snacks to 

meals. Easy to prepare. 
 

Order online at 

www.marketday.com 
 

Market Day is available to 

everyone in the  

Oostburg School  

District community. 
 

For more information 

contact Heidi Vertz  

hidispidi@aol.com 

School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
Oostburg, WI  53070 

Local Postal Patron 

Telepresence Used in Classroom 
The WTI grant that made it possible for our district to purchase a telepresence unit has made a big impact in a second 

grade classroom.  Each year, for over a decade, Curt Bretall’s second grade students have done an in-depth study of 

Mexico.  This year’s study was like no other because they were able to use the telepresence unit to connect, face-to-face, 

with another class of second graders in Monterrey, Mexico.  The kids asked and answered questions of each other.  The 

OES kids also shared a slideshow that they had created about Mexico.  Their upcoming plans include using the 

telepresence unit to share a penguin research project with their Mexican pals.  They also plan to share more about what 

winter is like, however, they are hoping for more snow right now so they can get a few good snow mountain pictures 

from the playground. 


