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The mission of the School District of Oostburg is to prepare students to be 
productive and positive contributors to our society and the world. 

“There is no
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excellence.” 
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The Big East conference hosted its 

first honors band and choir concert 

on January 7, 2016.  Oostburg stu-

dents were nominated to partici-

pate by their high school directors, 

Rebekah Mueller and Jenna How-

ell.  Each group had 2 days of re-

hearsal.  The first took place at 

Manitowoc Lutheran High School, 

and the second was at the perfor-

mance site - the Manitowoc Civic 

Center.  The choir was led by for-

mer Preble High School choral 

director and leader in choral edu-

cation Sue McAllister.  The band 

was led by UW-River Falls con-

ductor and composer Jack Stamp.  

The concert was a huge success!  

Oostburg was fortunate to have 

the many students  participating in 
this event. 

Big East Conference 

  Honors Concert 

Honors Band Members (from left): Marissa Herro, 

Jacob Gross, Kayla DuMez, Alex Malueg, Mikayla 

Burmesch, Nick Schinner, Morgan Dulmes, Thomas 

Kolocek, Danielle Bossler, Jordan Leaman, Miranda 

Markham and Noah Rinartz 

Honors Choir Members 
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From the Superintendent's Desk 
Greetings, 

On behalf of our community Long Range Planning Committee, school board, staff, and students, I 

would like to express appreciation for the support shown for our District through the February 16th 

referendum results.  We are grateful for the opportunity to impact the educational environment for 

this and future generations and recognize the responsibility we've been given.  We are committed to 

continuing an inclusive and open process that involves multiple stakeholder groups as we finalize 

designs and begin construction. 

The feedback we have received to date has been important in shaping our plans and will continue to be important as we 

move forward.  The next steps include securing financing and working with Bray Architects to finalize plans and pre-

pare to bring this project to bid.  We remain committed to prioritizing local contractors and partners during this process. 

Since the reporting of election results, we have had several people ask about our timelines.  Prior to the vote, we shared 

that, if approved, the project would move forward as follows: 

Phase 1 - Eastern Classroom Addition (late summer 2016 - Spring 2017) 

Phase 2 - Removal of existing OES West wing (spring 2017) 

Phase 3 - Western Classroom Addition (replacing current old wing) (Spring 2017 - Fall 2017) 

Phase 4 - Parking / Drop-off & pick-up / Playground & site development (Fall 2017) 

These tentative plans will now be refined and brought to bid.  Throughout this process we will work to keep community 

stakeholders informed. 

We look forward to continuing to be available to answer your questions and address your concerns. Most importantly, 

thank you for supporting this project.  

Kevin Bruggink 

Dakota Moore, a sixth grade student at OMS, won the school competition of 

the National Geographic Bee on January 16th and a chance at a $50,000 college 

scholarship.  The school Bee, at which students answered questions on geogra-

phy, was the first round in the 28th annual National Geographic Bee.  Thou-

sands of schools around the United States and the five U.S. territories are partic-

ipating in the 2016 Bee.  The school champions, including Dakota, will take a 

written test; up to 100 of the top scorers on that test in each state will then be 

eligible to compete in their state Bee later in March 2016. 

Congratulations to Dakota Moore on winning the Oostburg Middle School Ge-

ography Bee and to everyone that participated. 

Thank you to Barry Kloepping, Brian Nyenhuis and Jack Rauwerdink, OMS 

teachers, for facilitating this year’s Geography Bee. 

6th Grader Wins OMS Geographic Bee 

Kevin Bruggink 

Dakota Moore is congratulated by 

Mr. Kloepping for winning the 2016 

OMS Geography Bee 
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No person may be denied admission to any public school in the district or be denied participation in, be denied the bene-

fits of, or be discriminated against in any curricular, co-curricular, student services, recreational or other program or ac-

tivity because of the person’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental 

status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability in the educational programs or 

activities operated by the School District of Oostburg. 

Crossing Guards 
January 11 - 15, 2016, was Adult Crossing Guard Recognition Week in Wisconsin and we are es-

pecially grateful for our crossing guards.  The Village of Oostburg hires our community crossing 

guards, and we are very fortunate to have excellent individuals in this role who have kept our chil-

dren safe for many years.  Please take a moment to thank our Crossing Guards for their hard work 

in often uncomfortable conditions.  Our Oostburg crossing guards include: Scott Navis, Kathleen 

Rose, Mark Awe, and Pat Koeser.  We would also like to extend our sympathies to the Koeser 

family in the loss of Glenn.  Glenn Koeser served as a primary crossing guard for over 10 years, serving our students 

and community on the corner of New York Avenue and 7th street.  We are thankful for Glenn's many years of service, 

and our thoughts and prayers are with his family. 

News from the OES Library 
It is hard to believe that half of the school year is over.  The students have been 

learning many things during their visits to the OES library but probably the 

highlight of the fall was our visit from children’s author Miranda Paul.  She is 

a native of Green Bay, but has traveled to many places around the world, espe-

cially to Africa.  She shared many of her experiences with the students includ-

ing the impact that one person can have as seen through her book, One Plastic 

Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the Gambia.  She also taught 

the students a song that was newly released to go along with her book Water is 

Water, which is about the water cycle.  Watch for three new books authored by 

Miranda Paul coming out soon. 
 

The author visit was made possible through the generous donation of the Oost-

burg PTO.  Thank you for your support of enriching the lives of the students! 
 

Janna Heinen 

Library Media Specialist 

Oostburg Elementary School  

Janna.heinen@oostburg.k12.wi.us 

920.564.2392, ext. 3300  

 

New Courses offered at OHS for PLTW Program 

Author Miranda Paul leads the OES 

Assembly in a “Water Dance” for her 

book, Water is Water. 

Members of the Principles of Engineering 

Class work on alternate energy cars. 

New for the 2015-2016 school year, Oostburg High School has imple-

mented an Engineering Curriculum that is used throughout the world.  

This program is known as Project Lead the Way (PLTW) (https://

www.pltw.org/pltw-engineering).  Two courses, Introduction to Engi-

neering Design (IED) and Principles of Engineering (POE), are currently 

being taught by Mr. Matt Poppe and Mr. Terry Hendrikse.  PLTW al-

lows OHS to offer students rigorous curriculum aligned with standards 

from Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM).  Students 

successful while participating in the courses also have an opportunity to 

receive college credit through the Milwaukee School of Engineering.  

After one semester of implementation, our students are learning content 

skills in engineering and physics.  More importantly, however, they are 

gaining real world skills in problem solving, designing, engineering, and 

communicating.  For additional information, please contact Matt Poppe 

at matt.poppe@oostburg.k12.wi.us 

mailto:Janna.heinen@oostburg.k12.wi.us
https://www.pltw.org/pltw-engineering
https://www.pltw.org/pltw-engineering
mailto:matt.poppe@oostburg.k12.wi.us
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OHS staff is working extremely hard to ensure that all our students are 

college and career ready by the time they graduate from Oostburg High 

School.  As they strive to meet this goal, they continue to modify and 

adapt their career exploration curriculum to better meet the needs of 

their student population.  The staff feels very strongly that students must 

not only explore and research different careers of interest, but they must 

take the next step, which is the most critical step of all, and participate 

in career planning activities such as: guest speaker presentations, com-

pany tours, job shadows, and apprenticeship opportunities.  
 

Oostburg High School has experienced an explosion of interest regard-

ing apprenticeship possibilities over the course of the last several years.  

Our students are eligible to participate in Lakeshore Technical College’s 

(LTC) Youth Apprenticeship Program their junior and senior year, and 

many students are taking full advantage of this opportunity!  Mr. Poppe 

is the Engineering and Technology Instructor and also serves as the 

Youth Apprenticeship Liaison for OHS and Mr. Cole has the pleasure 

of assisting him to better support the growing number of Oostburg High School youth apprentices.  OHS is second in the 

county behind Plymouth High School with 18 current students participating in the program.  The following companies 

represent the placements for our students:  Cedar Grove Gardens, Johnsonville, Sargento, Nemak, Rockline, Van Horn, 

Kohler Credit Union, Kohler Company, Viking Masek, Sunrise Acres, Anita’s Garden, Curt Joa, Lakeland Chiropractic, 

and American Orthodontics.  The youth apprenticeship students from OHS are pursuing careers in a variety of areas in-

cluding: finance, IT, engineering, nursing, chiropractic, web design, agriculture, industrial maintenance, and supply 

chain management. 
 

The number of students who participate in this program is expected to continue to increase and this was made evident 

with over 70 students attending an informational meeting held at OHS on January 22nd.  If anyone has any questions 

about this program, please contact either Mr. Poppe or Mr. Cole. 

PTO Postings 

Fall Mini Grants: The PTO awarded more than $ 7,964 in mini grants in August, 2015.  There is another opportunity for 

awards in March.  Deadline for staff is March 1, 2016. 
 

Family Fun Fair: The Fun Fair was a great success with over $12,000 earned.  Thank you for all your support, from 

those that donated items, helped in planning or helped the day of and for all of the generous donations.  Your generosity 

goes a long way in helping the PTO support the schools of the Oostburg School District.  This money will be used to 

support the staff through Mini Grants and classroom supplies as well as in other ways. 
 

Box Tops for Education: Continue bringing in those Box Tops!  We earned over $2,300 from the last collection and our 

next collection will be due February 19.  We do accept Box Tops at any time in any of the school offices. 
 

Scholarships: Scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors.  More information can be found on the PTO Wiki-

space at http://oostburgpto.wikispaces.com/Scholarships. 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Our numbers are dwindling and we need your help with upcoming fundraisers and regular 

scheduled events.  We need your help with the Father/Daughter Dance coming up in May.  We could use help with plan-

ning and with activities the night of the dance.  We are also looking for someone to run the Book Fair at both the Ele-

mentary and Middle Schools.  Michele Block has decided to step down and would like to work with someone to train 

them in the process.  We also need to replace Robin Dirkse and most of her committee chairs for the Fun Fair.  There are 

incredible notes and direction available if you would like to help with this fundraiser. 
 

Like PTO on Facebook to stay up to date with what is going on in the district. 
 

The PTO is NOT just an Elementary School organization.  We are here to assist all of the schools of OSD.  Please con-

sider joining us at our next meeting on Tuesday, March 15, at 6:30 in the Middle School Library. 

Mr. Poppe addresses interested students at a 

recent informational meeting. 

Youth Apprenticeship Participation Increases 
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THANK YOU to these  

“Center Ring” DONORS of the Oostburg 

School District “Circus” FUN FAIR 

 

 

4-H Rangers Club 

Above & Beyond Children's Museum 

American Family Insurance Agency 

  - Mark Vey  

Amtrack 

Aurora Vision Center 

Auto Enterprises 

The Bemis Store 

Betty Brinn Children's Museum 

The Blind Horse 

Blue Harbor Resort 

Mark & Penny Bolf 

Bread & Bean Eatery 

Breunig Family 

Brugginks, Inc. 

Bullpen Baseball 

Caan Floral & Greenhouse 

Carlton Automotive 

Cedar Valley Cheese 

Cheesecake Factory 

Chula Vista 

Claerbout Furniture & Flooring 

Cold Stone Creamery 

Concept Motors 

Connie LeClair 

Costco 

Country Springs Hotel & Waterpark 

Creation Museum 

Creative Memories - Amy Ledeboer 

Culver’s of Sheboygan 

Dairy Queen of Sheboygan Falls 

Dutchland Plastics 

Ecology Outfitters 

Elle & L 

Festival Foods 

The Field Museum 

Firehouse Pizza 

For Better Tomorrows Bodywork  

  - Angela Roethel 

Fore Seasons Golf 

Gibbsville Cheese 

Green Bay Packers 

Harry’s Prohibition Bistro 

Hartman Chiropractic & Rehabilitation 

Terry & Nicole Hendrikse 

Jessica's School of Dance 

Jimmy John's 

Johnsonville Brats 

Judi's Place 

Kerry’s Barber Shop 

Lakeshore Lanes 

Lakeland Chiropractic 

Little Switzerland 

Mentink’s Piggly Wiggly 

Milwaukee Public Museum 

Milwaukee Repertory Theater 

Milwaukee Wave 

The Mineshaft 

Miss Olivia's Line 

Mt. Olympus Waterpark 

Museum of Science and Industry 

Neumann Heating & Plumbing 

New York Life Insurance - Mark Dulmes 

Nordic Mountain 

Norwex - Rachel Katsma 

Odyssey Fun Center 

Old Wisconsin Sausage 

Ongna Wood Products, Inc. 

Oostburg Athletic Association 

Oostburg Bakery 

Oostburg Family Dentistry 

Oostburg Fire Department 

Oostburg Lumber Company 

Oostburg State Bank 

Origami Owl - Cindy Kruis 

Origami Owl - Jessica Hanke 

Otter Box 

Ozaukee Sports Center 

Pizza Ranch 

Rathjen Greenhouse 

Rosie Posie Pretty - Steph Huenink 

Sheboygan Lakers Ice Center 

Shedd Aquarium 

JoAnn Stuckmann 

Thirty-One Gifts - Andrea Long 

Thirty-One Gifts - Nancy TeBeest 

VanStelle's Oostburg Subway 

VanWyks Inc. 

Bill VerVelde 

Viking Masek 

Vollrath 

Walt Disney World 

Whitewater Outdoors 

Don & Lynn Wilterdink and Family 

Young Living Essential Oils  

 - Penny Arentsen 

Younique - Michelle Arnold 

The Oostburg PTO would like to thank the following businesses and people for their 

support of the annual Family Fun Fair help February 5, 2016.  The Fun Fair was again a 

wonderful success!  Thank you to all the OSD families, students, & staff who volun-

teered and/or attended.  Thank you to the Oostburg area community for attending and 

supporting the Oostburg School District.  We hope you had fun and will plan to join us 

again next time! 

Food Service Adds One at OMS 
The newest OSD team member, Mrs. Traci Brill, joined the fast-paced Food Service department 

in the middle school in late September!  Traci comes to us from The Horse & Plow where you 

may have seen her from time to time.  Traci is an Oostburg Alumni, lives in the school district, and 

is married with three children currently attending OHS!  Outside of work, Traci enjoys camping 

with friends & family, reading, and of course...cooking.  Traci is a great addition to our team as 

she is self-driven, organized, hard-working, has a great knowledge of food service & communi-

cates well with our staff/middle school students!  We are blessed to have her here!  Next time you 

are at OMS, please welcome Traci to the Oostburg School District!. 

Traci Brill 



 

 

OHS Student/Parent Information 
ACT Test Dates: All Juniors will take the ACT at OHS during school hours on March 3, 2016.  We are encouraging all 

other interested students to take the test in April.  Registration for the April 9 test date can be completed until March 4.  

The next scheduled ACT test date is June 11.  Please register before May 6.  Registration can be completed online at: 

www.actstudent.org.  If you have any questions please contact Mr. Cole in the HS Guidance Office at 564-2346 x1007 

or via email at josh.cole@oostburg.k12.wi.us 
 

Info Night: OHS is hosting a Local Parent Info Night on February 29, 2016, at 5:30 pm .  This informational session 

will be open to anyone that is interested, but the session is specifically for Junior students and their parents.  Repre-

sentative from LTC, UW - Sheboygan and Lakeland will all be in attendance and will discuss what their school has to 

offer.  Plan to attend this informative evening. 
 

Scholarship information for seniors can be found on the Guidance Weebly page under the scholarship tab at http://

oostburghighshoolcounseling.weebly.com/. 
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A Note From the Oostburg Fire Department 
 

This letter  was sent to the elementary school after the recent fires in the Sheboygan County area.  We felt that it was 

important to pass along.  Please feel free to contact Lieutenant DuMez or Captain Veldboom with any questions or con-

cerns you may have.   

 

Dear Parents, 
 

The recent tragic events in the Oostburg/Sheboygan County area have found our attention on fires and fire safe-

ty.  There may also be anxiety with young children wanting to know ”Is our home safe?” or “ Can a fire happen 

to us?” 
 

The Oostburg Fire Department always has and always will continue to do our best at protecting the residents of 

our service area.  That includes community events, the Survive Alive house, and tours of the firehouse for local 

groups.  Public education on fire safety is very important to us. 
 

The best place to teach fire safety, however, is in your own home.  Children may need some security during this 

time of tragedy.  Talking with your children about what to do in the event of a fire may ease their minds and 

yours.  Fire safety topics to discuss include: smoke detector locations and sound, the escape routes, the designat-

ed meeting place, and the 911 call.  House fires develop much faster today than they did years ago because they 

are constructed of synthetic materials.  Having a plan, practicing that plan and exiting quickly are the KEY to 

staying safe. 
 

The National Fire Protection Agency’s website is a great source of information regarding fire safety.  Visit their 

website at : www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-comsumers for extensive information on a wide range of top-

ics. 
 

Your children may be feeling anxiety due to the fear of the unknown.  Give yourself and your children assurance 

by discussing and practicing fire safety in your home. 
 

This letter is not intended to place blame or imply blame on any of those recently hit by tragedy.  It should serve 

as a guide for parents as to what they can discuss in their home. 
 

Our hearts and prayers are with those in our community who have recently lost loved ones. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Lieutenant John DuMez 

Captain Tim Veldboom 

Public Education Officers 

Oostburg Fire Department. 

http://www.actstudent.org%3chttp:/www.actstudent.org
mailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us%3cmailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us
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We are all familiar with dominoes, right? Well, OMS is in the process of undergoing a domino effect with some staff 

members.  One staff member leaves for new adventures, which leads to a current staff member changing roles, and the 

dominoes continue to fall.  Although on the surface this can appear to be a negative, in reality, these changes find people 

in new roles that will challenge them and give students the opportunity to learn from them. 
 

Mrs. Renee Miosi served as the OMS food service staff in the lunchroom prior to becoming an instructional aide in spe-

cial education in the Fall of 2015.  Mrs. Miosi and her family are embarking on 

a new adventure and are opening Kups Coffee and Ice Cream in Oostburg.  

Therefore, her last day with us will be February 19, 2016.  We thank Mrs. Mio-

si for her dedication and commitment to the students of OMS over the course 

of the past few years.  Her smile and friendly personality will be missed by stu-

dents and staff alike! 
 

With Mrs. Miosi leaving, a vacancy needs to be filled.  Mrs. Heidi Rahn will 

be taking her position.  Mrs. Rahn was an instructional aide in Mrs. Kobylski's 

program at OHS.  Mrs. Rahn will now be serving as an instructional aide in 

Mrs. Hellmer's program at OMS.  Mr. Luke Menzel, who has been filling a 

long term substitute position for the majority of the school year will be taking 

Mrs. Rahn's place in Mrs. Kobylski's room. 
 

Yikes, are you following this yet?  It's confusing, but there’s more.  Mrs. 

Wendy Hoffmann served as our instructional aide at OMS in our Read 180 

program.  She has a teaching degree in English and, thus, will be covering a 

maternity leave in the high school English department.  With Mrs. Hoffmann’s 

move to this temporary position, we hired Mrs. Heather Sawdon, a former 

Oostburg graduate and certified teacher, to be a long term substitute in her 

place for the remainder of the year. 
 

Thus, to summarize, we have Mrs. Miosi leaving OMS and Mrs. Sawdon join-

ing OMS.  Mrs. Rahn, Mrs. Hoffmann, and Mr. Menzel are taking on new 

roles in the district. 
 

         We are excited about the opportunity to have these familiar faces in new places! 

Familiar Faces in New Places at OMS 

Renee Miosi 

Wendy Hoffmann Luke Menzel 

Heidi Rahn 

Oostburg School District Soda Tab Collection 
The Oostburg High School Key Club will be collecting soda tabs to benefit the Ronald 

McDonald House in southeastern Wisconsin.  The Ronald McDonald House is a place for 

families to stay while they have a child undergoing medical treatment.  Their policy is to 

never turn anyone away, and any payment from the guest is donation only.  Because of this, 

each Ronald McDonald House needs to do fundraisers to keep the facilities running and 

available.  Last year, they made over $29,000 from soda tabs. 
 

On Saturday, May 21, the Ronald McDonald House is having a special collection day.  Due 

to generous local businesses, the Ronald McDonald House will receive $1 for every pound 

of aluminum they turn in instead of the usual $0.55.  Let’s join together to help them turn in 

as many tabs as possible! 
 

How can you help?  Collect as many soda tabs as possible between now and early May.  Turn those tabs in to the 

school offices (OES, OMS or OHS) or to the collection house located in the 

OHS lobby prior to May 21. 
 

OHS Key Club members, led by Justin Mentink, have designed, built, and 

painted the house.  Thank you to local businesses for their support of this pro-

ject - Daane Hardware, Oostburg Lumber, American Legion Post 286 and the 

Kiwanis Club. 



 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 For school closing info you will be contacted by the dis-

trict’s Automated Phone system.   
 

 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 

District website. 
 

 Check out past newsletters at www.oostburg.K12.wi.us/

district/newsletter/NewsletterIndex.html 
 

 Fitness Center hours:  Check the current hours and availa-

ble programs on the District website: 

www.oostburg.k12.wi.us 
 

 We invite your comments and suggestions. E-mail your 

thoughts to: Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  

 

February      26   No School - In-service Day 
 

March             8   OES Celebration of the Arts 

                        9   District Early Release 

                      12   Solo & Ensemble @ Random Lake 

                      12   Destination Imagination Regional  

                      16   School Board Meeting, 6pm 

                      21 - 25   Spring Vacation 

                      28   School Resumes 
 

April               7 - 9   Spring Play 

                        8   End of 3rd Quarter 

                      13   District Early Release 

                      20   School Board Meeting, 6pm 

                      29   No School - In-service Day 
 

May                 2   OHS Band & Vocal Concert 

                        9   OMS Band & Vocal Concert 

                      11   District Early Release 

                      18   School Board Meeting, 6pm 

                      19 - 20   Jazz/Vocal Concert 

                      27   No School - In-service Day 

                      30   No School - Memorial Day 

Coming Up... 

Community Connections 

is published  

for the residents 

of the School District  

of Oostburg. 

Design & Layout 

Karen Leitzke 

564-6514  

Please Help 

Us Save... 
 

~ Campbell’s Soup  

Labels 

~ Box Tops  

for Education 

~ Used Ink Cartridges 

~ Milk Caps 
 

Drop off locations at  

Oostburg State Bank,  

Mentink’s  

Piggly Wiggly  

or any of the Oostburg 

schools. 

School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
Oostburg, WI  53070 

Local Postal Patron 


