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Community Connections 
School District of Oostburg Newsletter 

The mission of the School District of Oostburg is to prepare students to be 
productive and positive contributors to our society and the world. 

“There is no 

substitute for  

excellence.” 
On Friday, October 13, 
2017, the students of 
Oostburg Elementary 
School had the oppor-
tunity to have chil-
dren’s author Dean 
Robbins visit in the 
afternoon. He shared 
about his books, espe-
cially Margaret and 
the Moon, which tells 
the story of Margaret Hamilton and her in-
volvement with NASA and the Apollo mis-
sions. She played a key part in Neil Arm-
strong’s first step on the moon. Mr. Robbins 
read his book aloud to the students as he 
shared background information and pictures of 
the story. He also briefly shared about his oth-
er two books, Two Friends: Susan B. Anthony 
and Frederick Douglass and Miss Paul and 
the President: The Creative Campaign for 
Womenś Right to Vote. Thank you to the Oost-
burg PTO for sponsoring this event and the 
opportunity it gave our students to see the 
writing and reading connection  
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Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 
   We extend a warm welcome to all of our new staff and hope you have a chance to meet them as the year progresses. 

Ms. Stephanie Kempf teaches biology at OHS. She grew up in Plymouth and graduated from 
Sheboygan Lutheran High School before attending UW-River Falls. She graduated from UW-
River Falls with a major in Biology and a minor in Animal Science. After applying to veterinary 
school, Stephanie decided that teaching was a better fit for her goals. In January of 2015, Stepha-
nie was accepted into an accelerated licensing program through Milwaukee Teacher Education 
Center where she was placed at Bradley Technology & Trade High School in Milwaukee Public 
Schools. She taught Biology, Honors Biology, Aquaponics, Physical Science, and Human Anato-
my during her time at Tech. While working as department chair, Stephanie also coached Basket-
ball and Girls Softball. In May, she obtained her Masters Degree in Education from Lakeland 
University. She hasn’t had much free time, but now that she is done with her Master’s degree she 
hopes to work on updating her new house and visiting her best friend in Minnesota. 

Mrs. Rachel Wensink teaches 
Kindergarten/ELL Coordinator at 
OES. She graduated from OHS in 
2011, and from Dordt College in 
2015. For the past two years, she 
has taught Kindergarten at Oost-
burg Christian School. Mrs. Wen-
sink coached volleyball for one of 
those years as well. She also spent 
time supporting Janna Heinen in 
the elementary school library.  
Mrs. Wensink has been married 

to Zach for two years. Last year, they adopted Cindy, their 
11-year-old Cocker Spaniel. The Wensinks love to travel, 
camp, and spend time with their friends and family. Mrs. 
Wensink also enjoys reading (usually fiction), singing, 
and playing volleyball, especially in the sand during sum-
mer. A fun fact about Mrs. Wensink is that she has been 
fortunate enough to travel to 8 countries and 28 states, and 
would love to make it to all 50 states someday!  

Mrs. Jodi Hilbelink has joined 
OSD to serve students with intel-
lectual disabilities from grades 6 
through graduation. She recently 
earned her certification in Cross 
Categorical Special Education and 
has an emphasis in Intellectual 
Disabilities. Her previous teaching 
experiences include Sheboygan 
Falls, Cedar Grove-Belgium, and 
Oostburg Christian. 
Mrs. Hilbelink is originally from 

the Cedar Grove area, has been married to her husband, 
Ken, for 23 years and has two college age children. She 
enjoys baking, drawing, and outdoor activities such as 
hiking, kayaking, and horseback riding. With a white 
flag in-hand, this lifetime Rocket is stepping off the 
launching pad and humbly entering Dutchmen territory. 
She is honored to join the team! 

Mrs. Michele Otte teaches Business 
Education at OHS. She grew up in 
Sheboygan Falls and after graduating 
high school, headed off to Lakeland 
College where she majored in Sec-
ondary Education, Broadfield Social 
Studies with an emphasis in history 
and economics. She was an in-house 
sub at Sheboygan Falls before accept-
ing a position at Kiel High School 
where she was employed for 17 
years. She has taught community 

education classes for LTC as well. In 2004, she complet-
ed a Master of Science in Computer Science Education 
from Cardinal Stritch University. 
Mrs. Otte is married to Eric and they in Sheboygan with 
their three daughters. The family spends time camping, 
swimming and fishing. Her retired coaching career seems 
to be reviving as her kids move into little league. Person-
ally she loves to read, play and watch sports, and loves to 
get people together no matter the occasion. 

Ms. Clarissa Louis, OHS/OMS 
Art teacher, spent the first 6 years 
of her life living in beautiful Man-
itowish Waters, Northern WI, be-
fore moving down to the Fox Val-
ley area. She graduated from 
Shiocton High School, then went 
on to UW Fox Valley, then UW 
Green Bay, and finally UW Osh-
kosh. At UWO, Ms. Louis ma-
jored in Art Education with a 
teachable minor in Secondary 

English Education. She graduated magna cum laude this 
past spring with her bachelor’s in Art Education and 
hopes to go on to earn her Masters in the future. 
Ms. Louis comes from a large family with 16 aunts and 
uncles and over 50 first cousins. Her own family is small 
in comparison with just her mom, dad, brother, sister, 
brother in law, and two beautiful nephews. In her free 
time, Ms. Louis enjoys drawing, embroidery, hiking, and 
playing with her three fur babies.. 

Stephanie Kempf 

Michele Otte 

Jodi Hilbelink 

Clarissa Louis 

Rachel Wensink 
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Ms. Emily Madson grew up in St. 
Nazianz and graduated from Val-
ders High School where she devel-
oped a love and understanding for 
English. Ms. Madson then attended 
UW-Manitowoc for one year and 
finished her undergrad at UW-
Stevens Point where she majored in 
English. During her time there, Ms. 
Madson completed her practicum 
hours at PJ Jacobs Junior High 
School, Merrill High School, and 

Valders Middle/High School. She worked at Hilbert High 
School during her final semester student teaching where 
she taught English in grades 9-12. Ms. Madson enjoys out-
door activities such as hiking, camping, and snowmobiling 
and also loves to travel. She has traveled to Japan, Austria, 
and Prague through various college programs. Ms. Mad-
son teaches English at OHS. 

Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 

Mr. Jordan Van Ess, a third 
grade teacher at OES, graduated 
from Marian University in 2008 
with a degree in Education. Over 
the last ten years, he has taught in 
Lomira, Monroe, Mequon, and 
Cedar Grove.  
Mr. Van Ess and his wife, Shan-
non, celebrated their 10 year anni-
versary this summer. They have 
four kids ages 6 and under. This 
spring they added to their family 

by getting a Great Dane puppy named Rosie. When he is 
not teaching, Mr. Van Ess enjoys spending time with his 
family. In addition, he likes playing and watching sports. 
He would love to get more into woodworking, but knows 
there will be more time for that later in life. 

Mrs. Shannon Van Ess, an Ad-
ministrative Assistant at OES, 
graduated from Marian Universi-
ty in 2008, with a degree of Ear-
ly Childhood/Elementary Educa-
tion. She taught kindergarten for 
two years in Monroe, WI. Then 
she took the last six years to stay 
home with her family and do an 
in-home daycare during that 
time. Mrs. VanEss has been to-

gether with Jordan for 15+ years, and they have four kids, 
between the ages of 1 and 6, who keep them busy! 
This summer was filled with family day trips. Mrs. Van 
Ess did her first triathlon this summer. It was worth all 
the training. Having Jordan and the kids cheering her on 
was probably the highlight of her summer. She enjoys 
going to concerts with Jordan, especially contemporary 
Christian artists. 

Mrs. Jacalyn Hickmann, a Math 
Interventionist at OMS, is return-
ing to the area after living in 
Madison. She grew up in Plym-
outh and graduated from St. 
Norbert in 2013, majoring in 
Mathematics and Secondary Edu-
cation with a minor in Spanish. 
Mrs. Hickmann and played colle-
giate soccer all four years. She 
moved to the Madison area after 
graduating and taught for four 

years in the Stoughton Area. Mrs. Hickmann also coached 
middle school basketball and helped with varsity soccer. 
Mrs. Hickmann lives in Plymouth with her husband Da-
vid. They enjoy traveling and playing competitive sports 
whenever possible! She is excited to become a part of the 
Dutchmen family. 

Mr. Brad Doro teaches math at 
OHS/OMS. He grew up in Bara-
boo, WI and graduated from Bara-
boo High School before attending 
UW-Whitewater. At Whitewater, 
he majored in Secondary Math Ed-
ucation with a minor in physics. 
Mr. Doro has taught for 8 years as 
a Middle/High School Math teach-
er. He has also coached soccer. 
Mr. Doro has been married to Jodi 
for five years. They have a daugh-

ter, who is 16 months old. The Doro family enjoys spend-
ing time in the outdoors, especially at the lake. Mr. Doro 
also enjoys playing and watching all sports, especially 
Badgers football and basketball. 

Mr. Zach Rogers, a new third 
grade teacher, attended school in 
Oostburg through high school. He 
then attended and graduated from 
Lakeland College. He spent the last 
two years teaching at Jefferson Ele-
mentary School in Sheboygan. Mr. 
Rogers was a coach last year for 
wrestling at Oostburg High School. 
Outside of school, he enjoys spend-
ing time hunting, fishing, playing 
and watching sports, going up 

north, and traveling with his family. Zach is married to 
Kelly and feels blessed to see his mother-in-law, Vicki, 
and his mom, Kris, every day at work! 

Jordan VanEss 

Shannon VanEss 

Zach Rogers 

Jacalyn Hickman 

Emily Madson 

Brad Doro 
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Mrs. Siera Williams, Choral 
Teacher at OMS, graduated from 
Fond du Lac High School before 
attending Lakeland University. At 
Lakeland, she majored in Choral 
and General Music Education but 
graduated with a degree in Vocal 
Performance and Pedagogy. For 
the past 10 years, Mrs. Williams 
has taught dance classes in Fond 
du Lac, but more recently she 
taught at the Sheboygan County 

YMCA where she is currently the Fine Arts Department 
Coordinator. Along with group and private dance lessons, 
Mrs. Williams teaches private music lessons through the 
YMCA. She also works on Sundays at Church of Peace in 
Fond du Lac as the Adult and Children’s Choir Director. 
Mrs. Williams is recently married to Tyler who will gradu-
ate with his Masters from Concordia University in May. 
The couple lives in Sheboygan Falls with their 5 year old 
puppy, Peanut.  

Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 

Mrs. Laura Behm, EC/Special 
Education Aide at OES, graduat-
ed from Greenfield High School.  
She then graduated from UW- 
Madison with a Bachelors of Sci-
ence degree in Elementary Educa-
tion and a minor in Health Educa-
tion. Mrs. Behm completed half 
of her student teaching in Madi-
son, WI, and completed the sec-
ond half abroad in London, Eng-

land. After college graduation, she opened a preschool on 
the Westside of Madison and worked there for three 
years. Mrs. Behm has been a stay-at-home mom for the 
past 6 years and has 3 children, ages 6 years, 4 years and 
9 months. She is very excited to get back to her teaching 
roots, especially with the preschool ages, and can’t wait 
to see where this first year back at school takes her.  

Mrs. Morgan DeBlaey graduated 
from Oostburg High in 2012, then 
went to college, majoring in nurs-
ing. She now works as an ER 
Nurse at Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin along with being the 
OES Nurse. Mrs. DeBlaey is mar-
ried to Aaron whom she met in 
cross country her freshman year 
of high school. They have 2 fur 
children, Beau (chocolate lab, 4) 

and Izzy (German shepherd, 6 months) and she loves to 
spend time with them outside. Besides her two nursing 
jobs, Mrs. DeBlaey is a volunteer for Oostburg Ambu-
lance. She doesn’t have a lot of free time, but when she 
does she loves to be outside hiking, hunting, or fishing. 
She also has a love for baking. Mrs. DeBlaey has a pas-
sion for kids and helping them feel better which is why 
she loves her jobs so much!  

Mrs. Katie Clemens, EC/ Special 
Education Aide at OES, is a 2005 
Oostburg High graduate. After 
high school she went on to get her 
degree in Educational Sign Lan-
guage Interpreting. A couple years 
in an interpreting position led Mrs. 
Clemens to a temporary special 
education position. She enjoyed it 
so much she never left and has 
been working in the early child-
hood classroom ever since.  

Mrs. Clemens and her husband Ben have 3 boys. The two 
oldest will be attending OES this year. They love going 
camping as a family and up north 4-wheeling to their cab-
in. Mrs. Clemens is excited to be back in Oostburg and 
joining the JK/Kindergarten Special Education team. 

Mrs. Tammy Roerdink is work-
ing the morning prep shift at the 
MS & ES kitchens. Mrs. 
Roerdink is married to Ryan and 
they have two children who at-
tend school in the Oostburg dis-
trict. They reside in Gibbsville. 
Mrs. Roerdink previously worked 
at Pine Haven, and also works 
part-time at Embrace Care Man-
agement.   

Ms. Amanda Meyer is working 
the mid-morning shift at OES. 
Amanda is an Oostburg Alumni 
that resides in the district with her 
three children. Currently, Ms. 
Meyer and her fiancée Cody are 
working on their wedding plans for 
June, 2018. Ms. Meyer has previ-
ously worked at Progressive Care 
Center. She is excited to be work-
ing in the district while maintaining 

a busy life with young children!   

Laura Behm 

Morgan DeBlaey 

Amanda Meyer 

Katie Clemens 

Siera Williams 

Tammy Roerdink 
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Mr. Keith Chipman is a retired Special Education teacher who missed the daily interaction 
with eager young minds so he joined OSD as a Special Education Aide. In Mr. Chipman’s ear-
lier life, he taught College for Kids and an outreach education program at UW-Milwaukee, as 
well as standard college classes including many science classes. While on sabbatical from the 
University, he started teaching in a special education classroom and never went back to the 
UW. Mr. Chipman and his wife live in a farmhouse built in the 1850's outside of Cedar Grove, 
and they enjoy watching the wildlife that calls their property home. Mr. Chipman enjoys read-
ing, writing, and serving as an adult leader for Job's Daughters International. 

We Need Your Help! 
Oostburg High School is hosting this year’s Southern Central Lakeshore Conference Solo and Ensemble Festival on Fri-
day and Saturday, March 16 & 17, 2018, and needs many volunteers! To find out how you can help, please return the 
bottom portion of this form to OMS/OHS office or contact Siera Williams at OMS, 564-2383, x1153 or 
Siera.Williams@oostburg.k12.wi.us. If you volunteer, you will still be able to see your child’s events. 
All Positions will be 2 hour shifts, unless you are contacted with different information prior to the event. 
Room Chairperson-Responsible for administering the events in one room. You will also help the performer get the 
room set, give the judge the judge’s copy, and serve as an aide to the judge’s needs.   
Door Monitor-Works in partnership with the room chairperson.  Manages spectators and performers exit/entrance. 
Checks performers into sites and/or manages any events that may need to be moved.  
Runner-Picks up envelopes containing completed adjudication forms from adjudicators.  Envelopes go to headquarters.  
Information Center-Helps spectators/students with questions on locations around the school, times of events, or other 
school related questions.  
Concession Worker-Helps serve food in the Middle School Cafeteria. 
Relief Volunteer-Fills in for Room Chairpersons, Door Monitors, and Runners if they need to leave temporarily.  Assist 
with odd jobs for office workers. 
Set-up Crew-Helps set up rooms, move equipment, and hang signs. Start Friday March 16th at 2:30 pm for all events.  
Clean-up Crew-Helps clean up rooms, move equipment, and take down signs on Saturday after Solo & Ensemble is 
finished starting at 4:00pm.  
Food for Judges/Directors-Help by donating a dish, bakery, soda, dessert, or other items for the judge’s/director’s 
meals. 
 

Name_______________________________________________Phone_______________________________________ 
 

Volunteer position(s) requested 1.______________________________________    
2._____________________________3._________________________________ 
 

Availability Preference (please circle one) morning afternoon either 

Oostburg School District Welcomes New Staff Members 

Keith Chipman 

Mrs. Jodi Daane, an Administrative Assistant at OMS, attended UW-LaCrosse with the inten-
tion of becoming a teacher, but changed majors to educating adults with a degree in Community 
Health Education. For many years, Mrs. Daane worked in the health field. She tried a brief stint 
at the Kohler company for the last 2 years in HR, before finally landing in the district where she 
feels so much more at home. Mrs. Daane shared that she can finally live out her passion of be-
ing around children and working in the school system! 
Mrs. Daane recently celebrated her 21st anniversary with Mike and they live in Oostburg. The 
Daane’s have two children who are both away at college, leaving them as new empty nesters. 

Mrs. Daane enjoys sports, especially volleyball, boating and water skiing, and spending time with friends and family. 

Mrs. Katie Schneider, a Special Education Aide at OMS, is originally from the West Bend 
area. She and Justin, her husband of 21 years, built their house in Gibbsville 12 years ago. 
They have two children in the district. They also have a dog (Fawn), a cat (Star), and two 
guinea pigs (Blue and Cookie). She is on the board at the special needs camp in Sheboygan - 
Camp Evergreen, and the board for Just Imagine, which is a program that offers equine thera-
py in Plymouth. Mrs. Schneider is also a volunteer and coach for Special Olympics. She lives 
by the words "Be Kind.” 

Jodi Daane 

Katie Schneider 

mailto:Tom.Guy@oostburg.k12.wi.us%3cmailto:Tom.Guy@oostburg.k12.wi.us


 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 For school closing info you may be contacted by the dis-

trict’s Automated Phone system. You can also listen to 
WHBL 1330, WJUB 1420 or WTMJ 620, TV Channel 4 or 
http://closings.620wtmj.com. 

 

 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 
School District website. 

 

 Check out past newsletters at http://oostburg.K12.wi.us/
resources/district-newsletters 

 

 Fitness Center hours: Check the current hours and available 
programs on the district website at http://
oostburg.k12wi.us/communityconnections/#fitnesscenter 

 

 Keep track of the balance of your Oostburg Schools lunch 
account at Infinite Campus found on the Oostburg School 
District website. 

 

 We invite your comments and suggestions. E-mail your 
thoughts to: Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  

 
 
 

  November 16 - 18   OHS Fall Play 
                    20   OES Parent/Teacher Conferences 
                    21   OMS Parent/Teacher Conferences 
                    22   District Early Release 
                    23 - 24  Thanksgiving Break 
 

  December   6   District Early Release 
                    11   OMS Band/Choir Concert 
                    18   OHS Band/Choir Concert 
                    20   School Board Meeting, 6pm 
                    22   District Early Release 
                    25 - January 1  Christmas Break 
 

  January      2   Classes Resume 
                    10   District Early Release 
                    17   School Board Meeting, 6pm 
                    26   No School - Inservice Day 

Coming Up... 

Community Connections 
is published  

for the residents 
of the School District  

of Oostburg. 
Design & Layout 

Karen Leitzke 
564-5296 

Please Help 

Us Save... 
 

~ Campbell’s Soup  

Labels 
 

~ Box Tops  

for Education 
 

~ Soda Pop Pull Tabs 
 

Drop off locations at  

Oostburg State Bank,  

Mentink’s  

Piggly Wiggly  

or any of the Oostburg 

schools. 

School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
Oostburg, WI  53070 

Local Postal Patron 

No person may be denied admission to any public school in the district or be denied 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be discriminated against in any curricu-
lar, co-curricular, student services, recreational or other program or activity because 
of the person’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, 
marital or parental status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional 
or learning disability in the educational programs or activities operated by the School 
District of Oostburg. 


