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Oostburg DI 

Goes GLOBAL! 
 

An Oostburg School District Destination 
Imagination team is headed to Tennessee to 
compete in the international 
Global Destination Imagination 
Finals in May, 2017. 
 

Ladies, Gents and Drama 
placed 2nd in a field of 24 
teams at the State Destination 
Imagination Tournament in Ste-
vens Point on April 8, 2017. 
Their placement earned this 
team of Oostburg Elementary 
School 4th Graders a spot at fi-
nals with other teams from 
around the world. 
 

Ladies, Gents and Drama is 
managed by Cheryl Fuentes de 
Rehm and Andy Ramaker.  
Team members include Jordin Fuentes de 
Rehm, Kalli Ramaker, Savanna Buttram, 
Addison TenPas, Luis Zapata, Mckayla 
Rogers, and Jaida Roussell. 
 

This is the fourth year that this team has 
worked together in the Oostburg DI pro-
gram and they are honored to represent our 
community at the competition. They are 
looking forward to presenting their solution 
at Global Finals and enhancing their crea-
tivity and problem solving skills at the 
many learning opportunities available at 
the event.  
 

Destination Imagination is an educational 
nonprofit that teaches STEM principles to 
students through creative and collaborative 
problem solving challenges. Teams work 
together to develop a solution to open-
ended challenges and present their solu-
tions at tournaments. 
 

The DI Global Finals will be held in Knox-
ville, Tennessee, from May 24 - 27. 

A special thank you to OCEF 
(Oostburg Community Education 
Fund) for helping to support this 
unique learning opportunity. 
 

Congratulations on your progress this 
far through the tournaments!  We hope 
you do well at Global Finals, Ladies, 
Gents and Drama!  
 

More about DI on pages 4-5. 

The members of the fourth grade team celebrating 
a 2nd at State and a trip to Globals with Mr. Bretall. 
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From the Superintendent’s Desk 
 

Greetings! 
 

Recently, I was thinking back to my high school years and a spring trip to Sheboygan South 
High School to take the ACT. I don’t recall a lot about that day other than it was a sunny 
Saturday, and I was inside taking a very long and challenging test. A lot has changed since 
1984 and my ACT experience, including Wisconsin’s adoption of the ACT as the state-
wide junior year assessment. Our students no longer need to take a Saturday and drive to 
Sheboygan, instead they join their classmates taking the ACT here in Oostburg during their 
school day. Legislative changes requiring all students to take the ACT mean that Oostburg 
moved from 60-70% participation rates to near 100% of students taking this assessment. 
 

The ACT is widely accepted as one of the best indicators of career and college readiness, and our district 
goals are measured directly by the ACT. We recently received the results for this year’s Junior class and we 
were pleased to see another very strong showing. While we are continuing to analyze scores in a few areas, it 
appears we may have the highest ACT composite average in the past decade and, arguably, the highest com-
posite in OSD history when considering the fact that we now have all students taking this assessment. 
 

Our efforts to achieve district goals have focused on increasing teacher opportunities for vertical collaboration 
4K-12th grade. Vertical department teams meet during early release and in-service days, working to build a 
rigorous curriculum with scaffolds that grow expectations in each year. Our early elementary teachers benefit 
from seeing how the pieces they are helping to put in place contribute to growing career and college ready 
juniors and seniors. When our high school teachers have the opportunity to work with middle and elementary 
teachers, we develop an interdependence that benefits students. Although this type of collaboration may sound 
like common sense, it is definitely not the norm in school districts across our state. Opportunities for true ver-
tical collaboration are typically limited to a few grade levels at best, with far too many stand alone silos of in-
struction. 
 

Our ACT scores over the past five years provide tangible evidence of our progress. We look forward to con-
tinuing to build on recent results with the goal of ensuring that all of our students graduate prepared for suc-
cess in the career or college of their choosing! 
 

Kevin Bruggink 

Kevin Bruggink 

Holocaust Survivor to Speak at Oostburg High School 
 

You are invited to hear Mr. Howard Melton speak on Thursday, April 27, 2017, at 1:00 pm in the Oost-
burg High School gymnasium. Mr. Melton was born in Lithuania in 1931. He was ten years old when World 
War II began and he was immediately forced into a ghetto. He was sent to a labor camp in Latvia. Once there 
he helped build the airport for the Germans and worked on a farm. Mr. Melton was sent to the Dachau con-
centration camp where conditions were harsh and people suffered from hunger and exhaustion.   

 

Eventually Mr. Melton was rescued by American troops. He was reunited with his 
father who survived the war. His mother and sister died at Auschwitz. In 1949, Mr. 
Melton moved to America, emigrating through New York City and then made his 
way to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to be near a friend. He was married in 1951. Mr. 
Melton is currently retired from business and lives in Glendale, Wisconsin. 
 

There are no reservations needed to hear Mr. Howard Melton speak about his ex-
periences. Please contact Mr. Barry Kloepping at Oostburg Middle School for 
more information. Mr. Melton’s visit has been arranged through the Holocaust Ed-
ucation Resource Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Additional information can be 
found on their website: HolocaustCenterMilwaukee.org. 

Howard Melton 
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Celebration of Academic Achievement 
On March 6, 2017, our traditional banquet was held to celebrate the academic successes of the highest-
ranking students at OHS and the contributions of their parents and teachers.  he Top Ten seniors at OHS were 
recognized. They honored their most influential teachers. Congratulations to the following students and their 
chosen teacher! 

 
 
 
 
 

The banquet is made possible due to the following generous sponsors: The Oostburg State Bank, Networkers 
Funding, Breaking Bread, and the School District of Oostburg. The direct involvement of local businesses 
make the Top Ten Banquet a community - not just a school - event. Thank you for your continued support! 

Student 
Travis Hendrikse 
Dayton Schreurs 
Mitchel Weinert 
Claire Hoffmann 
Ben Kretz 

Teacher 
Mr. Michael Lauritsen 
Ms. Lisa Immel 
Mr. Scott Ring 
Mrs. Jenna Howell 
Ms. Tamala Szyman 

Student 
Joe Minneci 
Alec Arndt 
Christopher TenPas 
Jared Urban 
Rachel Dieckmann 

Teacher 
Mrs. Rebekah Mueller 
Mr. John Rentmeester 
Mr. Ryan TenPas 
Mr. Seth Carreno 
Mr. Ted Schanen 

National Honor Society Induction 
 

Oostburg High School’s National Honor 
Society Chapter is excited to induct eight 
new members this year. The new members 
include: Paige Gabrielse, Catherine Hoff-
man, Isaac Otte, Amy O'Dell, Jonathan Ga-
brielse, Hannah TenPas, Madelyn Hen-
drikse, Savannah Mondloch. This is a very 
talented group of students that excel in all 
four areas that define a NHS student. Those 
areas include: scholarship, service, leader-
ship, and character. These eight inductees 
will be joining the 18 current members who 
consistently lead by example within our 
school, extra-curricular activities, and com-
munity. The 2017 Induction Ceremony 
was held on April 17, at 6:00 pm.  

Members of Oostburg High School’s National Honor Society 

OES Classroom Move Date Announced 
 

We are excited to share that Phase I of our building project is on track to be completed on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017. You can check out the progress on our website by viewing 
http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/building-project/#p1update. Our original timeline included Phase 
I completion on the Friday prior to spring break. Early in construction our timeline was set 
back by approximately five weeks due to an exterior brick delay. 
 

In order to make the classroom move from our existing wing, built in 1956, into the new 
wing in one day, we will not be holding school for 4K-5th grade on Friday, May 5th. This 
will allow us to have all staff available to assist in the transition to resume regular instruc-
tion on Monday, May 8, 2017.  
 

We recognize that schedule changes of this nature require adjustments from families and appreciate your un-
derstanding as we prepare for a wonderful new space for our students in their new elementary school addition. 
Please contact District Administrator Kevin Bruggink if you have questions related to our move and our May 
5th “no student day” at OES. 
 

Mr. Aaron White - OES Principal    Mr. Kevin Bruggink - District Administrator 

Aaron White 

http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/building-project/#p1update
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Problem Solving and Teamwork used by Oostburg DI Teams 
 

A total of eight Oostburg School District DI teams participated in the 2017 DI season. There were 55 students 
involved on those Destination Imagination teams this year. Destination Imagination is a worldwide creative 
problem solving program that encourages creativity and teamwork. The kids work throughout the school year 
to create a solution to their challenge that is performed at a regional competition in March. Top teams advance 
to the state tournament in April. Five of the eight teams from Oostburg advanced to the state tournament this 
year. The Destination Imagination program in our district is coordinated by Curt Bretall. Below are Oost-
burg’s 2016-2017 DI team members and team managers. 
 

Karen Leitzke and Laurie Schuh managed a team that included Thomas Duter, Angel Vasquez, Levi Ar-
entsen, Milo Ottens, Logan Lewis, Brooke Buttram, Natasha Montes, Holly Hillebrand, Daniele Roethel and 
Max Schefsky. 
 

Joeleen Schwarz managed a team that included Falco Schwarz, Cora Arentsen, Gabe Hengst, Elijah Birtell, 
Camren Weavers and Addison Berg. 
 

Cheryl Fuentes de Rehm and Andy Ramaker managed a team that included Jordin Fuentes de Rehm, Kalli 
Ramaker, Savanna Buttram, Addison TenPas, Luis Zapata, Mckayla Rogers, and Jaida Roussell. 
 

Amy Birtell managed a team that included Emma Ottens, Anthony Alexander, Sawyer Mueller, Naomi 
Birtell, Jacob Vertz, Hannah Condon and Samantha Navis. 
 

Ashley Holzer managed a team that included Selena Montes, Sebastian Schefsky, Caden Weavers, Olivia 
Fischer, Angela Alexander, Aiden Bossler and Shayla Albrecht. 
 

Bob Bichler managed a team that included Natalie Bichler, Holly Bley, Hailey Bley, Arianna Rauth and 
Jordyn Lewin. 
 

Karen Leitzke also managed a middle school team that included Lesley Vasquez, Tim Leitzke, Luke Lewis, 
Emma Valind, Camdon DeBruin, Stephen Duter and William Gartman. 
 

Cheryl Fuentes de Rehm also managed a high school team that included Hailey Simmons, Isabel Fuentes de 
Rehm, Halle Schwartz, Hannah Leaman, Nick Schinner and Ashley Huibregtse. 

Left and right: 
Members of the 
team managed 
by Ashley 
Holzer perform 
at State. 

To right: Members 
of the Static Rain-
bow Frogs 
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Dakota Moore Wins OMS Geographic Bee 

Moves One Step Closer to $50,000 College Scholarship 
 

Dakota Moore, a seventh grader, won the Oostburg Middle School competition of 
the National Geographic Bee on January 31 and a chance to participate at the state-
level competition. This is the second year in a row that Dakota has won this com-
petition. 
 

The Middle School Geography Bee, at which students answered questions on geog-
raphy, was the first round in the 29th annual National Geographic Bee. Thousands 
of schools around the United States and the U.S. territories are participating in the 
2017 Geography Bee. The National Geographic Society will provide an all-
expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C., for state winners to participate in the Bee 
National Championship rounds to be held in May. The first place national champi-
on will receive a $50,000 college scholarship, and a lifetime membership in the So-
ciety including a subscription to National Geographic magazine. 

Dakota Moore 

The Rising Stars perform for their classes. 

Destination Imagination - Global Finals Fund Raiser 
 

Teamwork and creativity are at the heart of the DI program. Our entire community has an opportunity to 
come together as a team to support our 4th grade Ladies, Gents and Drama as they work to raise funds toward 
their Global Finals experience in Knoxville, TN, in May 2017. There are two ways you can help.   
 

1. Make a free-will donation to their cause at any of the district offices.  Donations in the form of a check 
can be made out to the Oostburg School district.   

2. We are also raising funds by selling Cathy and Cheryl Fuentes’ handmade 
tamales!  1 dozen for $25 gets our team to DI Global Finals in Tennessee 
one tamale at a time.  Orders must be in by May 1st. Pick up and payment 
on May 6th from 12-3pm in the High School cafeteria. Order through the 
Friday Folder link (bit.ly/TamaleSale) 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Oostburg DI programs. 

Members of Sweet n’ Sour 

$25 a Dozen 
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OHS Students in Big East Conference Art Show 
 

Seven students had art pieces selected for the Big East Conference Art Show. This art show was held at the 
Rahr-West Gallery in Manitowoc from April 2 - 11, 2017. 
 

Kathleen Lensink entered an Artist Book called The Brightest One to Venture into the Symphony. Mariko Fu-
jiki had a shadow box called Momo. A coil sculpture called Purr Monster was entered by Crystal 
Scharenbroch. Alex Harmeling entered a cardboard sculpture called Street Skate. Kylee Richards entered an 
untitled coil sculpture. Paul Newcomb had an untitled Artist Book. Peter Gross entered a shadow box called 
élan vtal.  The projects are shown on the next page. 
 

The opening ceremony was quite successful and it was great to see so many people out celebrating the accom-
plishments of our high school students in the Visual Arts. 

High School Level Solo & Ensemble 
 

The Solo & Ensemble Festival was held at Cedar Grove on March 10 and 11, 2017. 
It was the first time for a two-day festival. Many of the large groups went on Friday 
evening at Cedar Grove Middle School. The rest of the events were held on Saturday. 
This worked out really well and relieved both the students who participate in many 
events and the teachers! 
 

68 members of the band participated. The large groups from the Band that will be 
competing at the State level are Percussion Ensemble, Jazz Band, Dutch Ethnic Ensemble. Also competing at 
State will be Claire Hoffmann with a Saxophone solo; Emily Wensink, Claire Hoffmann, Jared Urban and 
Mitchel Weinert with a saxophone quartet; and Jake Daane, Marissa TenHaken and Ben Kretz with a Conga 
Trio. 
 

There were 57 participants in vocal events from Oostburg. The Girl’s Show Choir, the Boy’s Show Choir, the 
Barbershop Quartet and the TTBB Quartet of Drake Harmeling, Nick Schinner, Tadeo Maier and Josh Ludens 
will be competing at the State level. The following soloists and duet members also will be going to State: 
Krysta Oelhafen, Isaac Otte, Josh Ludens, Nick Schinner, Jade Paswaters, Olivia Meerdink, Claire Hoffmann 
and Elizabeth Otte. 
 

Next year, Solo & Ensemble is in Oostburg; March 16 for large ensembles and March 17 for solos and small 
ensembles. Volunteers will be needed in the following areas: door monitors, runners to pick up results, hall-
way monitors, information center helpers, concession workers, set-up and take down crews, and food dona-
tions. Stay tuned for information about opportunities to volunteer! 

Middle School Solo & Ensemble Participants 
Congratulations to the following Oostburg Middle School students who participated in this year’s District So-
lo & Ensemble Festival! 
 

The 7th Grade Band participants are: Micah Lilyquist, Jack Staggs, Josh Staggs, and Sydney Steuerwald. The 
7th Grade Ensemble participants are: Janae Roussell, Madison Nuernberg, Anabelle Anzia, Rachel Mentink, 
Alaina Rauwerdink, Jack Staggs, Josh Staggs, Lesley Vasquez, Maria Lopez, Carsen Jepson, Rory Stubler, 
Jessie Gross, and Sydney Steuerwald. The 7th grade Vocal participants are: Janna Stokdyk, Micah Lilyquist, 
Reina Urban, Maxwell Buechler, Aiden VanEss, Vanessa Ramirez, Monique Moore, and Jason Becker. 
 

The 8th Grade Band / Piano soloists are: Renee Rauwerdink, Kelsie Dulmes, Andrea Pedroza, Justin Spindler, 
Canryn Lund and Abby Scott. The 8th Grade Ensemble members are: Kelsie Dulmes, Andrea Pedroza, Kyla 
VanEss, Renee Rauwerdink, Justin Spindler, Kyle Schinner, Owen Wilson, Levi DuMez, Allissa Horne, and 
Erin Grinnell. The 8th grade Vocal participants are: Rebecca Wieskamp, Sabryn Bley, Ella Stader, Zoe 
Helgeson and Bella Szyman. Congratulations on a job well done to all who participated. 
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Big East Art Show Exhibits by OHS Students 

Clockwise from upper left: Untit-
led Artist Book by Paul New-
comb; Street Skate, a Cardboard 
Sculpture by Alex Harmeling; 
Momo, a Shadow Box by Mariko 
Fujiki; Purr Monster, a Coil 
Sculpture by Crystal 
Scharenbroch; The Brightest One 
to Venture into the Symphony, an 
Artist Book by Kathleen Lensink; 
Untitled Coil Sculpture by Kylee 
Richards; and élan vtal, a Shadow 
Box by Peter Gross. 



 

 

Summer School Set for Oostburg District 
 

This year we are excited to offer two sessions of summer school for students currently en-
rolled in Kindergarten through 5th grade. The sessions will be Mondays-Thursdays (no Fri-
day classes) from 8:30-11:30am. The first session is June 12 - June 22. The last session is 
August 14 - 22. The cost is $15 per student, per session, for those students who are a part of 
the Oostburg district. The cost for out-of-district students is $50 per session. Parents must 
provide transportation to and from school each day. All students will join in reader’s and 
writer’s workshops, math games and small group work. Every Thursday we will have a 
shortened class schedule to allow for organized games, both indoors and out, during the last 
hour of the day. With no playground at the elementary school this summer, students will 

play outdoors in the grassy field across from the elementary school. Please contact the OES office at 564-2392 
for more information or for a summer school registration form. Registration is due by May 5, 2017. Come and 
join us for a summer of fun and learning! 
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Congratulations to Jack Stokdyk, Jim 
Swart and Terry Lemkuil on their re-
election to the Oostburg School Board. 
The fact that they ran 
unopposed speaks to 
the respect and trust 
our community has 
for our board.  
Thank you to all the 
board members for 
their time and sup-
port of the Oostburg 
Public Schools. 

Jack Stokdyk Terry Lemkuil 

Jim Swart 



 

 

Please Help Us Save... 
 

Campbell’s Labels and Box Tops for Education are be-
ing collected to enhance 
classrooms. The money is 
used to support staff and stu-
dents throughout the district. 
 

Pizza Ranch Wagon Wheels are also being redeemed by 
the Oostburg PTO for money that will be 
used to assist staff. 
 

Drop Campbell’s labels, Pizza Ranch 
Wagon Wheels and Box 
Tops for Education off 

at Oostburg State Bank, Mentink’s Piggly 
Wiggly or any of the Oostburg schools. 
 

Pop Tabs are being collected to benefit 
the Ronald McDonald House of south-
eastern Wisconsin. Tabs can be dropped 
off at any of the school offices. 

A Big (top) Thanks! 
The Oostburg PTO would like 
to thank all the businesses and 
individuals for their support of 
the annual Family Fun Fair 
held February 17, 2017. The 
Fun Fair was again a wonder-
ful success! Thank you to all 
the OSD families, students, & 

staff who volunteered and/or attended.  Thank 
you to the Oostburg area community for attend-
ing and supporting the Oostburg School District. 
We hope you had fun and will plan to join us 
again next time! 

High School Forensics Team Performs at State 
 

On April 21, twelve OHS students and their coaches traveled to UW-Madison to compete at the Wisconsin 
High School State Forensics State Speech Competition. In order to qualify for state, students had to earn a 
score of 20 (out of 25) or higher from at least two judges at the March 20th District competition in Manitowoc. 
Students who earned a trip to state include Paige Bruggink, Autumn Frier, Sahejpreet Gill, Brent Greupink, 
Catherine (Kitty) Hoffman, Hannah Leaman, Josh Ludens, Jade Paswaters, Nick Schinner, Bekah Veldhorst, 
Kiara Verduzco, and Samantha White. At the state competition, students performed in only one round and 
were awarded medals based on that performance. The results were as follows: 
 

Autumn Frier and Kiara Verduzco - Group Interpretation - Gold Medal (perfect score of 25) 
Paige Bruggink, Josh Ludens, Jade Paswaters, Nick Schinner, and Samantha White - Play Acting 
  - Gold Medal (perfect score of 25) 
Hannah Leaman - News Reporting - Silver Medal  
Sahejpreet Gill - Storytelling - Silver Medal 
Catherine Hoffman - Poetry - Silver Medal 
Brent Greupink - News Reporting - Bronze Medal 
Rebekah Veldhorst - Moments in History Speech - Bronze Medal 
 

Oostburg School District brought Forensics back after a ten year absence and, for 
many, it was a good first year of Forensics. This was a growing season for some 
and the coaches are excited to see how these students will do in future years.  
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New Library Aide at OES 
Oostburg Elementary School 
welcomed Rachel Ritterling 
to work with Janna Heinen in 
the OES Library. Mrs. Ritter-
ling has experience working 
with children from her time 
at the YMCA. She recently 
was a daycare provider in her 
home. Mrs. Ritterling will be 
primarily working with the 
2nd grade, 1st grade and Kin-
dergarten students. When 
you see her, please welcome Rachel Ritterling to 
the Oostburg School District. 

Rachel Ritterling 



 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 

District website at http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/#calendar 
 

 Check out past newsletters at http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/
resources/district-newsletters/ 

 

 Fitness Center hours: Check the current hours and availa-
ble programs on the District website: http://
oostburg.k12.wi.us/community-connections/#fitnesscenter 

 

 We invite your comments and suggestions. E-mail your 
thoughts to: Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  

  

  April   28   No School - In-service Day 
             29   State Solo/Ensemble in Milwaukee 
 

  May      1   OHS Band & Vocal Concert 
               5   No School for Elementary Students/ 
                    Moving day for OES staff 
               6   Prom 
               8   OMS Band & Vocal Concert 
             10   District Early Release 
             17   School Board Meeting, 6pm 
             19   Jazz/Vocal Concert 
             21   Baccalaureate 
             26   No School - In-service Day 
             29   No School - Memorial Day 
 

  June     2   Scholarship Program, 7:30am, OHS gym 
               4   Graduation, 3pm, OHS gym 
               7   Eighth Grade Recognition 
               8   Student's Last Day of School 
             21   School Board Meeting, 6pm  
 

Look for the 2017-2018 school calendar in the next 
Community Connections newsletter. 

Coming Up... 

Community Connections 
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of the School District  

of Oostburg. 
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School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
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No person may be denied admission to any public school in 
the district or be denied participation in, be denied the bene-
fits of, or be discriminated against in any curricular, co-
curricular, student services, recreational or other program or 
activity because of the person’s sex, race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or paren-
tal status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, 
emotional or learning disability in the educational programs 
or activities operated by the School District of Oostburg. 


