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The mission of the School District of Oostburg is to prepare students to be 
productive and positive contributors to our society and the world. 

“There is no 

substitute for  

excellence.” 
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The Big East Conference hosted its 
third honors band and choir concert on 
January 4, 2018. There were over 200 
students participating in the concert 
from the 15 Big East Conference mem-
ber schools. Oostburg students were 
nominated to participate by their high 
school director Jenna Howell. Each 
group had two days of rehearsal. The 
first took place at Manitowoc Lutheran 
High School, and the second was at the 
performance site - the Manitowoc Civic 
Center. 
 

The Honors Choral Director was Bon-
nie Scholz, Performing Arts Emeritus 
Chair of Pius XI Catholic High School 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where she 
served for 28 years before her retire-
ment in 2017. Director of the Honors 
Band was Dr. Mark Fonder who taught 
full-time instrumental music and band 
from elementary school through college 
for over 35 years. As professor of mu-
sic, Dr. Fonder was the conductor of the 
Ithaca College Concert Band and taught 
instrumental music education courses at 
Ithaca College from 1989 until his re-
tirement in 2015. From 1994 to 2003, 
he was the Chairman of their Music Ed-
ucation Department and, in 2017, was 
named Professor Emeritus. Alongside 
acting as clinicians for the groups dur-
ing both rehearsals and the perfor-
mance, both Mrs. Scholz and Dr. Fond-
er presented clinics to the groups in 
their respective areas.  
 

The concert was a huge success! Oost-
burg was fortunate to have the follow-
ing students selected to participate in 
this event: 
 

Choir participants: Sopranos -Krysta 
Oelhafen, Olivia Meerdink and August 
Paswaters.  

Continued on page 3... 

Big East Conference 

Honors Concert 

Above: Oostburg High School’s Choir Repre-
sentatives for the 2018 Honors Concert 

 
Below: Oostburg High School’s Band  

Representatives for the Honors Concert 
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From the Superintendent's Desk 
 

Greetings! 
 

The afternoon and evening of January 22, 2018, offered an opportunity to celebrate the dedication 
of our new elementary school addition. Our Long Range Planning Committee began meeting in 
2012, developed and distributed a community survey in 2013, and used stakeholder input to ulti-
mately move forward with this project. Our recent dedication ceremony included parents, commu-
nity members, legislators, business partners, current & former staff and our OES students. Thank 
you to everyone who was able to attend and to those who joined us for building tours later that day. 
 

It’s challenging to think about how to thank all those who contributed to making this addition a re-
ality. The planning, collaboration, and support once again demonstrated the value Oostburg places 
on education. It is often said that where we give our time is a strong indication of what we value. The hours given to this 
project went above and beyond the call of duty for so many and certainly showed a value for our children’s education. 
We are thankful that we completed this project with no injuries to the construction workers or students. We are thankful 
that building planning came together and our new space is exceeding our expectations in serving kids. We are thankful 
for patience from our neighbors as they dealt with dust, dirt, noise and construction traffic throughout this project. We 
are thankful for the large number of local subcontractors who put their heart into creating a beautiful building for our 
children. We are thankful for our dedicated staff who worked through changing routines, detours, and distractions while 
the project was being built. We are thankful for our community’s support which made this project possible! 
 

We would like to provide a special thanks to Pete Scheppmann and his building and grounds team along with Michele 
Dulmes and her food service team. These two departments experienced extra obstacles and their patience and work was 
noticed by so many of us directly involved in the project. I would also like to thank OES Principal Aaron White and 
District Business Manager Kris DeBruine. Both Mr. White and Mrs. DeBruine played key roles in bringing this project 
to completion. Special thanks and recognition go to Lee Voskuil from Jos. Schmitt & Sons Construction. This was 
Lee’s final project, and his expertise and interest in having high quality work was evident throughout construction. 
 

Congratulations Oostburg! We have a wonderful building addition that will serve our community for generations. The 
feelings of being thankful and blessed seem most appropriate as we reflect on the completion of this project. 
 
Kevin Bruggink 

Kevin Bruggink 

 

 

Our annual PTO Fun Fair is scheduled for Friday, February 16th 
from 5 pm to 8 pm. The fair will be taking place in the gymnasium, 
quad, and new multipurpose space in the elementary school. The Fun 
Fair is the main fundraiser for the school district and allows the district 
PTO to provide scholarships to students and to fund teacher projects. 
The dedicated parents of the PTO put in a significant amount of time, 
usually beginning in November, to plan and put on this great event. 
The Fun Fair is supported by the teaching staff and high school volun-
teers. Plan to attend this team effort that benefits all the kids of the 
Oostburg School District. 

Annual PTO Fun Fair Coming to OES 

We Need Your Help! 
Oostburg High School is hosting this year’s Southern Central Lakeshore 
Conference Solo and Ensemble Festival on Friday and Saturday, March 16 
& 17, 2018. The music department is looking for many volunteers to help 
with the festival. If you can commit to helping for the day, a half day, or 
even a couple of hours, please contact Siera Williams, the volunteer coor-
dinator. She can be reached through the OMS office at 564-2383, or at 
siera.williams@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  
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Congratulations to Oostburg students Josh Ludens, August 
Paswaters, CeCe Szyman and Janna Stokdyk for their fan-
tastic performance in Theater for Young Audiences production 
of Shrek. Theater For Young Audiences is a non-profit theater 
company serving Sheboygan county schools and families since 
1989.  Over the years, many Oostburg students have participat-
ed in TYA as they entertain with top quality shows. Oostburg’s 
theater department continues to build on the talents our stu-
dents bring to the stage, and it is exciting when those talents 
provide opportunities with outside organizations as well.  Great 
job Josh, August, CeCe and Janna! 

OSD Students in TYA 

Above: CeCe Szyman and Janna 
Stokdyk, Oostburg students, are Tweedle-
dum and Tweedledee for Shrek the Mu-
sical presented by TYA. 
 

Below: August Paswaters, student at 
OHS, performs as Pinocchio in Shrek the 
Musical for TYA. 

Honors Concert continued... 
Additional Choir participants: Altos - Paige Bruggink and Libby Otte; Ten-
ors - Josh Ludens, Tadeo Maier and Isaac Otte; Basses - Willem Swart and 
Drake Harmeling. 
 

Band participants: Flute -Brenna Rauwerdink; Clarinet -Darcy Bossler; Bassoon - Gregory Gallenberger, Camryn Lund; 
Tenor Sax - Brianna Breunig; Trumpet - Jared Jarvis and Savannah Mondloch; French Horn - Maddie Block; Trombone 
- Henry Vandevelde; Percussion - Lizzie Brill. 
 

Dr. Fonder chose the following songs for the band portion of the concert: American Riversongs, Cumberland Cross, 
Snakes!, Alamo, and Highlights from "Beauty and the Beast." 
 

The choral repertoire, selected by Bonnie Scholz, included: Baal We Cry to Thee (from Elijah), Lift Thine Eyes (from 
Elijah), The Glendy Burk, and Cindy. 
 

Congratulations to all who participated in this event. 

To right: Josh Ludens, 
student at OHS, per-
forms as Donkey in 
Shrek the Musical. 
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Oostburg juniors or seniors are provided an opportunity to further explore their careers of interest by participating in a 
one or two year youth apprenticeship program provided by the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development. 
These opportunities immerse students in career related workplace standards while students work with a mentor at a local 
business. Students also receive high school credit, free credit opportunities from Lakeshore Technical College of up to 
three college credits per semester, and a paycheck for the work they complete. Career pathways exist in many career 
fields so students have a variety of options to explore. OHS currently has 15 students participating in this program with 
placements in many areas from IT-Web Design to Healthcare. 
 

For additional information, check out LTC’s YA page at:http://www.gotoltc.edu/future-students/high-school/ya/. If any-
one has any questions about this program, please contact either Mr. Poppe or Mr. Cole at the high school. 

OHS Student/Parent Information 
ACT Test Dates: All Juniors will take the ACT at OHS during school hours on February 27, 2018. We are encouraging 
all other interested students to take the test in April. Registration for the April 14 test date can be completed until March 
9, 2018. The next scheduled ACT test date is June 9. Please register before May 4, 2018. Registration can be completed 
online at: www.actstudent.org. If you have any questions please contact Mr. Cole in the HS Student Services Office at 
564-6733 or via email at josh.cole@oostburg.k12.wi.us 
 

Scholarship information for seniors can be found on the Student Service Webpage under the scholarship tab at http://
oostburghighshoolcounseling.weebly.com/. 

Youth Apprenticeship Participation Continues to Grow 

Reading Takes Place in More Than the Library 
 

Reading, reading, reading. There has been a whole lot of reading going on at Oostburg Ele-
mentary School. Besides the regular reading the students do in the classroom and at home, we 
had two special events at OES that highlighted the importance of reading. 
 

The first event took place on February 1st, which was World Read Aloud Day. During the day 
at OES, Literary Coach Mrs. Stapel and Library Media Specialist Mrs. Heinen read a variety 
of stories aloud to the students from junior kindergarten through fifth grade. World Read 
Aloud Day began with the idea that “everyone in the world should get to read and write. Eve-
ry year on World Read Aloud Day, people all around the globe read aloud together and share 
stories to advocate for literacy as a human right that belongs to all people.” LitWorld is the 
organization that began this initiative because research has proven that “reading aloud to children every day puts them 
almost a year ahead of children who do not receive daily read alouds.” However, we all know that you don’t have to 
have a special day to read aloud to your children. (*Quotes taken from the LitWorld website at http://www.litworld.org/wrad/.) 
 

The second event took place on February 7th, when a readers 
theater group came and read to the kindergarten, first, and sec-
ond grade students. Over the 30 minutes with each group, the 
readers theater group shared a number of stories, during which 
the students had to use their imaginations. This special group 
was arranged by the Mead Public Library. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Heinen at 564-
2392, ext. 3300 or at janna.heinen@oostburg.k12.wi.us. 

Mrs. Janna Heinen 

To right: A Readers Theater 
group presents to a class of 
Oostburg Elementary students. 

http://www.gotoltc.edu/future-students/high-school/ya/
http://www.actstudent.org%3chttp:/www.actstudent.org
mailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us%3cmailto:andy.bonestroo@oostburg.k12.wi.us
mailto:janna.heinen@oostburg.k12.wi.us
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No person may be denied admission to any public school in the district or be denied participation in, be denied the bene-
fits of, or be discriminated against in any curricular, co-curricular, student services, recreational or other program or ac-
tivity because of the person’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental 
status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability in the educational programs or 
activities operated by the School District of Oostburg. 

Crossing Guards Celebrated 
The week of January 22nd was recognized around the state of Wisconsin as Crossing Guard 
Appreciation. The crossing guards in Oostburg play a vital role in the safety of many of our 
students. Mark Awe, Pat Koeser, Christopher DeSmith, Jennifer DeMaster, and Scott 
Navis are out each morning and afternoon to make sure that our students who walk to school 
are able to get across the busier streets. This service is provided to students regardless of the 
temperature and weather conditions (rain, sleet, snow). In addition to their dedication to the 
students, we appreciate the friendly way that our crossing guards greet students on their way to 
and from school. The positive energy that Mark, Pat, Christopher, Jennifer, and Scott bring to 
their job sets our kids up to have a good day. Please take a moment to thank our crossing 
guards for their hard work. 

Mr. Keaton Galezio is our new HS Band Director and 6th grade Band teacher. He is currently 
teaching as an intern through his college program at UW-Stevens Point. He has jumped right in 
teaching 6th Grade Band, High School Band, and Jazz Band, and has already led the pep band on 
several occasions as well. Mr. Galezio was born and raised in Southeast Wisconsin and graduat-
ed from Slinger High School before going on to college at University of Wisconsin - Stevens 
Point where he studied Instrumental Music Education and Trombone Performance.  
 

Beyond teaching, Mr. Galezio’s experiences in music have consisted of playing in many differ-
ent ensembles in school, as well as in several community bands and jazz ensembles. He has also 
played in pit orchestras for different theater groups. Mr. Galezio has had many opportunities to 
develop his teaching and directing skills over the years through working in summer music camps 
in the area in which he grew up. Outside of music, he enjoys watching different sports, mainly 
football, hockey, and racing.  
 

He is excited to be teaching in Oostburg because of the close-knit community and the opportunity to work with amazing 
students and faculty alike. He shared that in his short amount of time at OHS, he has been welcomed by so many people 
and it has really shown him how special this District is.  

New Band Director Joins Oostburg High School 

Dakota Moore is the winner - again! Yes, three years in a row is unprecedented. 
Dakota, an eighth grader, won the Oostburg Middle School competition of the 
National Geographic Bee in January, 2018, and earned a chance to participate at 
the state-level competition. 
 

The Middle School Geography Bee, at which students answered questions on ge-
ography, was the first round in the 30th annual National Geographic Bee. Thou-
sands of schools around the United States and the U.S. territories are participating 
in the 2018 Geography Bee. The National Geographic Society will provide an all-
expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C., for state winners to participate in the Bee 
national championship rounds to be held in May. The first place national champi-

on will receive a $50,000 college scholarship, and a lifetime membership in the National Geographic Society including 
a subscription to National Geographic magazine. 

Dakota Moore Wins OMS Geographic 

Bee for Third Year! 

Dakota Moore (right) is congratu-
lated by Mr. Barry Kloepping for 
winning the 2018 Bee. 

Mr. Keaton Galezio 



 

 

Bits & Bytes 
 For school closing info you will be contacted by the dis-

trict’s Automated Phone system.   
 

 Monthly school calendars are available on the Oostburg 
District website at http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/#calendar 

 

 Check out past newsletters at http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/
resources/district-newsletters/ 

 

 Fitness Center hours: Check the current hours and available 
programs on the District website: http://oostburg.k12.wi.us/
community-connections/#fitnesscenter 

 

 We invite your comments and suggestions. E-mail your 
thoughts to: Karen.Leitzke@oostburg.k12.wi.us.  

 

February      16   PTO Fun Fair, 5 - 8pm @ OES 
                      21   School Board Meeting, 6pm 
                      23   No School - In-service Day 
 

March             3   DI Regional @ New Holstein 
                        7   District Early Release 
                        8 - 10   Spring Play @ OHS 
                      13   Celebration of the Arts at OES 
                      16   Solo & Ensemble @ Oostburg, evening 
                      17   Solo & Ensemble @ Oostburg, All Day 
                      21   School Board Meeting, 6pm 
                      22   End of 3rd Quarter 
                      23   District Early Release 
                      24   Destination Imagination State  
                      26 - 30   Spring Vacation 
 

April               2   School Resumes 
                      11   District Early Release 
                      11   School Board Meeting, 6pm 
                      27   No School - In-service Day 

Coming Up... 

Community Connections 
is published  

for the residents 
of the School District  

of Oostburg. 
Design & Layout 

Karen Leitzke 
564-6514  

Please 

Help Us 

Save... 

 

 

 

~ ~ Box Tops  

for Education 
 

~ Soda Tabs 
 

Drop off locations at  

Oostburg State Bank,  

Mentink’s  

Piggly Wiggly  

or any of the Oostburg 

schools. 

School District of Oostburg 
P.O. Box 700100 
410 New York Ave. 
Oostburg, WI  53070 

Local Postal Patron 


