
 

 

September 16, 2021 

September 2021 Board Report 

2021-2022 LCAP Goals 

Goal 1: Provide high-quality instruction to increase student achievement and close performance 

gaps for all students. 

Goal 2:Provide a positive school environment that fosters student engagement and 

connectedness.  

Goal 3: Establish a culture of data-driven continuous improvement to assess and ensure 

positive student outcomes. 

 
Attendance Report 

 

As of 9/10/2021, we are at 94.59% for attendance.  Our goal is always 96%. We are still early in 

the year, and unfortunately, quarantines do count against us in the summary report. 

   

The proceeding report is our chronic absenteeism report.  It currently shows that 17.2% (75) are 

chronically absent.  This report needs to be taken with a grain of salt.  With merely 14 days of 



 

 

school to date, two absences will have you being counted as chronically absent.  The goal of 

HSMS is to maintain ten percent or less of the student population being considered chronically 

absent.  I’m already wanting this month to end so I can make a comparison. 

 

Fishing Club 

This year we are embarking with a new club at HSMS.  The fishing club meets on Tuesdays, 

3:30-4:30. After-school field trips are being planned for fishing the canals, Blake Jones Derby, 

and fishing at the hatchery days. 

 

During the first semester, students will receive an introduction to fly fishing and fly tying with 

Fred Rowe. During the second semester, students will receive an education on aquatic insects, 

reading streams, wading safety, fish species, and bug life cycles for the spring. In addition, 

students will also learn about basic spin fishing techniques. 

 

The club’s ultimate goal is possessing a gear library for these kids to use and having vices 

available for fly tying use during lunchtime. Mr. Willy would like to develop a high school 

program as well where he could take students out overnight for an introduction to ocean fishing.  

 

Spanish Club 

Conversational Spanish went well with 7 students. They worked from 7:50-8:25. Pati Perez and 

Paul Elwell are facilitating the club.  As you know HSMS does not have a program where 

students can continue with dual language development.  This year, HSMS was able to help 

bridge that issue, by adding a 6th-grade History, delivered in Spanish.  The Spanish Club is 

meant to help bridge the gap created during 7th and 8th grades for students beyond Spanish 1.    

 

First Days of School 

The first two days of school were filled with excitement, fun, and motivation for the students.  

Thursday morning started off with a kick-off pep rally and it was a blast.  Kids were hootin’ and 

hollerin’, so were the teachers!.  We welcomed Katie Kolker as a guest speaker.  

Superintendent Kolker encouraged our students to always try their best and push forward 

through any obstacles. The following day, at our opening rally our Colts were mesmerized by 

Mr. Randy Cook.  Mr. Cook spoke of the history of HSMS, and how each of our students is now 

part of this history.  At the closing rally, Mr. Barry Simpson spoke about the virtues of a good 

education and how lucky we are to be in seat.  He further spoke about the importance of 

positive school culture and he knows kids will flourish at HSMS.  I truly appreciate the time that 

our local celebrities took out of their busy schedules to speak with our HSMS Colts. 

During classroom time, on the first two days,  students began team-building activities, met to get 

students used to being back in class, and actively engaged with others, on a full-day basis.  I 

want to thank Jen Batcheller and Dr. Hughes for planning such a fantastic kick-off event.    

Robotics Class 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p8tnitKAbmDDcC1yHQLP9QimLtOiKg5AhIuNHkMKmZ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/HXWhK83Dh40


 

 

 

Robotics is a hit!  As I strolled through the classroom, every single student was fully engaged 

and having tons of fun in the process.  In this class, students learn to build robots.  Once built, 

the students program the ‘bots to perform a variety of tasks.  Each robotics unit plunges the 

students into a world of Mathematics, Programming, Physics, Engineering, and even Language 

Arts, as students must present their creations to the class via a verbal presentation and slide 

shows.  This class is currently populated with 6th-grade students, girls, boys, SpEd, and 

regular-ed kids.  It was unbelievable to see all the smiles in their eyes and hear the excitement 

in their voices.  I asked several students to tell me about their favorite class in school.  It was 

hands down, Robotics.   One young lady made this comment, “This class is why I come to 

school every day.”  This is a program that will need expansion in the future.  This is a course 

that students will remember for a lifetime.     

 

Back To School Night (BTSN) 

HSMS hosted an in-person BTSN on 8/25/2021. Before the event took place a group of 

concerned citizens arrived to provide information to the community about the detriments of 

masking and vaccines.  Mr. Moisant met with the group, and their leader assured the school 

administration that they would stay peaceful and only stay on the sidewalks, which they did.  In 

addition, a vaccination clinic was held in the MP Room.  According to ICPH, a total of six people 

were vaccinated against Covid-19, at BTSN.  The BTSN event itself was very well received.  

Parents commented on the warm, welcoming feel of HSMS.  One parent, with students on all 

three campuses, commented, “I have kids on all three campuses, and HSMS just feels like you 

want to be here.  I really like what’s going on at this school.”    

       

SEL-CharacterStrong (CS) 

HSMS is now in our second week of implementation and it’s going great.  It’s wonderful to walk 

into classrooms and see students interacting with one another, smiling, and sharing vignettes of 

themselves with classmates.  One of my favorite parts of CS is all the movement involved in the 

activities.  The movement forces students to get up, get their blood flowing, and re-energize.  I 

was able to participate in a couple of activities with students as their teacher led the discussion.  

One of the activities was to form a group of three and answer two questions.  If you had to 

snuggle with an animal, what would the animal be and why?  That was an easy one to answer 

for me.  My little dog Mr. Jenkins is the answer.  The “why” is he forces himself on me...no 



 

 

matter what.  I showed my group a picture of him and they all loved him.  In all seriousness, 

being isolated for so many months, our students really need SEL to reconnect to themselves, 

with each other, and with the greater community at large.   

 

iReady 

HSMS has been giving the diagnostic test over the last 

two weeks, during the 35-minute WIN block.  The 

overwhelming majority of students are taking the 

diagnostic test very seriously, with only 31 total students 

rushing through the assessment in ELA.  In Math, only 

16 students rushed to completion.  No doubt this is a 

carryover from all of the remote assessments we 

completed in the Spring.  The following is a breakdown of 

student achievement and current levels.   

 

Overall ELA 

 

 



 

 

 

In ELA, as expected most students have mastered Phonological Awareness, Phonics, and 

High-Frequency Words.  Additionally, I expected Vocabulary and comprehension to be the 

schoolwide areas of need.  What surprised me about the iReady diagnostic was the sheer 

amount of students needing multiple interventions.  76% of students are performing below their 

current grade level, with some students (non-SpEd) having a K-2 skillset.  We definitely have 

our work cut out for us this school year.  At the time of this report, we have 99 students 

performing at or above grade level.  93 students performing one grade level below.  224 

students performing 2 or more grade levels below their grade-level peers.  All of this data is on 

par with DIBELS from last year. 

 

Overall Math 

 

 

 



 

 

 

When speaking in terms of Mathematics, HSMS is in a similar situation to ELA.  We have 68 

total students performing at or above grade level.  The above graph shows 60, but I did get 

fresh data on 9/10/2021.  We have 124 students within striking distance of grade level.  Being 

just one level below their peers.  Sadly, we have 227 students, more than half of our population, 

at two or more grade levels below their peers.  We have needs all around in Mathematics, but 

Algebraic Thinking and Geometry present our two largest needs with 89% of students showing 

struggles in those areas.  With that being said, we can only grow from here! 


