
Staff Update, September 10, 2021

Good Afternoon,

Suspended COVID Testing
Wednesday night, our school board voted to suspend our student COVID testing program citing a drain on
school district personnel, and their desire to keep healthy kids at school.  In lieu of our COVID testing program,
we will implement more stringent guidelines and procedures to be followed when students become sick at
school and keep kids that are sick out for a minimum of 48 hours.  A draft of those guidelines can be found
here: Please don’t share that externally as they are not yet finalized.Student Symptom Decision Tree

We will continue to test staff members as needed. If you feel like you are sick and want to be tested before
coming to school, please arrange for a substitute first, then contact Brandi to be tested and then proceed from
there depending upon your test results.

Determining Close Contacts
We will continue to provide the names of those students that we deem to be close contacts by CDC guidelines
to our county health department.  We will rely on seating charts more than ever to determine close contacts
and spend less time on contract tracing.  We need to stress that we want you to maintain a 6ft distance
between students, and between yourselves whenever possible.  We do realize that it will be very difficult in
some situations and some classrooms, but please just do your best.

COVID Sick Leave
We are still getting questions related to the use of COVID Days for staff absences.  Here’s the policy, with
some answers to frequently asked questions.

Staff Leave -  COVID Related

Recommendations
We highly recommend that everyone who cannot maintain a distance of six feet from others wear an
appropriate face covering.  We also highly recommend that anyone who is eligible receive the COVID vaccine.
Face coverings and vaccinations will help us keep more kids and staff members at school.

Encouragement
Finally, please know that I understand these decisions have been met with mixed emotions. I do believe that
these are the procedures that other schools in our area are following and to date, they do not appear to have
any more concerns than we do.  I hope the screening procedures will lead to a healthier student and staff
population as well.  Ultimately, I know that each of you wake up everyday wanting to be a great teacher and
make a difference in the lives of children. You are making a difference, and I know you will continue to do your
best to educate all of our children.

Let me know if you have any questions or if I can help you with anything.

Sincerely,

Chris Fine

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z6gud-UmJAKZI9wit4rk4FYfJv5npENrSfs1G0Ii-F8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11JrwFNsTmhibtU2BlzukBh4P0Ra7vZSDHjK6YGUbeyQ/edit?usp=sharing

