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With the COVID-19 pandemic still a reality after 18
months, we appreciate your understanding as we made
the difficult decision to once again require masks for all
staff and students temporarily. We look forward to
using GTA-specific data to monitor the situation in order
to preserve in-person instruction, as we believe that it is
truly the best learning option for students. You can
assist us with daily screening for COVID-19 symptoms
before bringing your children to school. A symptom
checker is attached for your convenience.

Dates to remember
Wednesday, September 15 –School Pictures Taken
(school uniforms required)
Thursday, September 16 – School-Wide Fill the Pantry
Jeans Day
Thursday, September 16 – Regular Board Meeting, 6:00
pm, Aqua 5
Friday, September 17 – Elementary Choir Auditions (by
appointment, see attached flyer)

The success of an organization like Grand Traverse
Academy depends greatly on parent involvement and
we are pleased at the interest shown in our Family
Council parent group. Its purpose is to connect GTA
families and students and to make a positive
contribution to the GTA experience. Supportive parents
can result in a closer sense of community for all. For
more information on Family Council, please contact GTA
parent Kristin Boogaard at kristinboogaard@gmail.com.

A message from Mr. Coneset
Welcome Back, GTA Families:
On behalf of the teachers, support staff and leadership
team at Grand Traverse
Academy, I welcome you to what
is sure to be another successful
school year. If you’re new to
GTA, we also welcome you to our
family and thank you for
entrusting us with your children’s
education. We hope you will
continue to be satisfied with
your decision.

A good portion of our preparation for the school year
involves our continued focus on Choice Theory and how
it remains the best way for us to deliver on our mission
for all students to be safe, loved and learning as they
achieve excellence in character and academics. Watch
for more information on Choice Theory education for
parents in the coming weeks so that you are informed
about what your children are learning regarding
personal responsibility and relationships. Information
on Choice Theory can also be found at the Glasser
Institute for Choice Theory website.

With everyone’s participation, we enjoyed an amazing
first week of school. What a joy to see our youngsters
in the hallways again as students reconnected with
acquaintances and staff, met their teachers and made
some new friends. The tweaks made to afternoon
carpool improved the flow of traffic and we ask for your
patience and grace as new families and staff become
accustomed to the process. Please refer to our website
Carpool Procedures page for detailed information if
necessary. Our goal is to facilitate getting your children
into and out of school as quickly, efficiently and safely
as possible.

I am proud to be a part of our school community and
look forward to continuing to improve on what we do
better than any other school in the area: providing
excellence in character and academics.
Peace,

Jim
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provide the names and grades of your GTA children for
identification purposes and review and agree to the
group rules for approval.

Picture Day September 15
School pictures for all students will be taken next
Wednesday, September 15.
Uniforms are required on Picture
Day, as school will be in session.
Our dress code applies, including
naturally occurring hair colors only
and no face piercings other than
the ears. If you wish to purchase
pictures, Timeless Image has
provided two ways to preorder picture packages online
for your convenience in order to save time during
photography: Either visit their website or scan the QR
code above to place and pay for your order in advance.
Order codes are 5821 for Preschool & Elementary and
6321 for Junior High & High School. Be sure that your
children are wearing their school uniform and follow our
dress code for their picture. Please call either office
with questions.

Fill the Pantry Jeans Day planned
Did you know that GTA has a food pantry to provide
lunches for less fortunate
students (and those who
occasionally forget their lunch
at home)? It’s time to fill it up
for the quarter and we
welcome your help. Thursday, September 16, we’re
holding our first of five Fill the Pantry Jeans Days for all
students and staff. School-appropriate jeans (no holes,
rips or legging style) may be worn with uniform tops in
exchange for a $2 per person donation. We thank you
for your assistance, which is always voluntary.

Elementary Band & Choir information
Elementary Band. An open invitation is extended to
students interested in joining the Elementary Band
(grades 5 & 6). Marshall Music has developed an online
rent-to-own system that is easy to use and delivers your
child’s band instrument right to your door! Visit their
website and follow the step-by-step instructions. And
for students who are not sure how to choose just the
right band instrument, they have created a helpful
video to aid in the decision-making process. The
deadline for having an Instrument and Standard of
Excellence Book 1 Enhanced Version is September 21. A
letter with details about beginning band has been
distributed to 5th and 6th graders and is attached for
your convenience.

There’s an app for that!
If you haven’t already downloaded our app, get it free

at the Apple Store (https://apple.co/3bCRz87) or on
Google Play (https://bit.ly/3h9NlX0). You’ll find quick
access to staff contact information, PowerSchool, the
event calendar and more – plus, you’ll receive news and
important notifications right at your fingertips.

Elementary Choir (grades 4-5). Students in grades 4
and 5 who are interested in developing their singing
voice in addition to their regular music or band class are
invited to audition for the Elementary Choir next Friday,
September 17. The choir is a year-long experience with
concerts in December and May. Rehearsals take place
on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 7:50-8:25.
See the attached flyer for details and a permission slip,
due on Wednesday, September 15.

Find us on social media
Grand Traverse Academy has both a public Facebook
page and a private Facebook group for parents who are
looking for school-related carpool assistance or wish to
buy or sell gently used uniform pieces. Please find and
like our Grand Traverse Academy public page at
https://www.facebook.com/mygta.us/. The private
page can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541.
To join, click “Join Group” at the top of the page. Please

Mustang Choir (grades 6-8). New this year for 6th-8th
graders is the Mustang Choir, which offers the
opportunity to continue to develop vocal skills. A yearlong experience, there are concerts in December, March
and May. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 7:30-8:00 am, so it won’t interfere with band. No
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auditions are required for the Mustang Choir. See the
attached flyer for details and a permission slip, due on
Wednesday, September 15.

GTA student chosen as runner up in essay
contest
Congratulations to 5th grader Ruth Paddock, who was a
runner up in the 7-10 age group in
the Grand Traverse Pavilions’ “Make
It Grand-Parent” Essay Challenge.
Grandchildren of all ages were
invited to write an essay about what
makes their grandparent is so
grand. We’re proud of you, Ruth!

Mustang Robotics back up and running!
Is your junior high or high school student curious about
robotic engineering,
manufacturing and coding?
They are invited to join Ms.
Callahan on Friday,
September 17 at 12:30 in the
Bronze 2 classroom for an
informational meeting about
Mustang Robotics! No
experience is necessary.
Contact Ms. Callahan at callahana@mygta.us with any
questions.

GTA board vacancy
Are you a team player interested in supporting and
promoting Grand Traverse Academy? GTA’s board of
directors is searching for board candidates willing to
devote two to five hours per month in helping our
school accomplish its mission of ensuring that all
students are safe, loved, and learning as they achieve
excellence in character and academics. For more
information or to apply, please contact Director
Katherine McCulley at mcculleyk@mygta.us.

Keep GTA healthy with screening
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before
leaving for school is helpful in keeping our GTA
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County
Health Department screening protocol is attached
for your convenience.

Prepaid milk passes available
Milk is available for all students to purchase for lunch.
The cost for K-12 is still just 10₵ per half-pint of white or
chocolate. Families interested in prepaying for the year
may purchase a milk pass, good for one half-pint per
day, in either office, at a cost of just $14.60. Milk
delivery begins on Monday, September 13.

Golf clinic offered
Girls and boys in grades 6-8 are invited to learn the
fundamentals of golf with a former PGA
professional, GTA parent Bruce Anderson
and GTA teachers Glenn Floering and
Michelle Lazar. Instruction will take place
from 4:30-5:30 on September 21 & 28
and October 5 & 12 at The Crown Golf
Course just off of N. West Silver Lake Rd
in Traverse City. The cost is $30 per
person for all four sessions and all necessary equipment
will be provided. A registration form is attached to this
newsletter; completed forms, along with payment,
should be returned by Friday, September 17. They may
either be scanned and emailed to Mrs. Alejandro
at alejandros@mygta.us or sent to school with your
child to give to their teacher. Don’t wait, as the clinics
are limited to the first 28 players to register. A few
more volunteers are needed! Don’t worry if you’re not
an expert – you just need patience and a fun attitude. If
you’re interested in helping, please call Bruce Anderson
at (231) 313-1696.

Used band instrument donations sought
Elementary Band is open to all 5th & 6th graders but
often the cost of the instrument keeps a student from
participating. If you have a band instrument at home
that is no longer in use, we welcome donations –
specifically alto saxophones, clarinets, trumpets, flutes
French horns and oboes. Contact Mrs. Diephouse at
diephouses@mygta.us or Mr. Floering at
floeringg@mygta.us for more information.

Authorization needed for all medication
As we begin the new school year please know that,
according to state law, we must have a physician’s
authorization in order to administer prescription
medication to your children at school, and a parent’s
authorization for over-the-counter medications
(including herbal and homeopathic remedies). The only
exception is over-the-counter cough drops, which
students may carry with them at school as needed.
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Authorization forms are available in either office and
can be faxed to and from the doctor’s office if
necessary. Completed forms should be dropped off in
the office by a parent, along with the labeled
medication. Thank you for your understanding.

(Elementary: 995-0665 or Secondary: 932-6038) as
soon as possible to let us know. Feel free to leave a
voice mail message if the offices haven’t opened yet.
Parents will be called to verify any absences that have
not been called in. Thank you for your assistance in
ensuring the safety of students at Grand Traverse
Academy!

Easy ways to raise funds for GTA
Save your Oleson’s receipts, please! Do you shop at
Oleson’s Food Markets? Did
you know that your cash
register receipts are worth
money to our school? With
the Oleson’s Community
Share Program, you earn “Community Share Points”
each time you shop (with the exception of alcohol
purchases). One point equals one cent, so if you spend
$100 on groceries, you’ve earned $1 for GTA! These
points add up quickly and resulted in over $1,000 in
earnings last year, even though the school year was cut
short. It’s easy to participate – simply save your
receipts and place them in the collection box inside the
Elementary entrance (to the right of the office door).

ATLAS Space Explorers announces
competition
The ATLAS Space Explorers Post 2025 will compete in
the StellarXplorers National Space
Design Competition. Sponsored by
Traverse City’s ATLAS Space
Operations, the Exploring program is
an affiliate of the Boy Scouts of
America and is open to young people
ages 12-19. For more information,
see the attached flyer.

Michigan immunization law compliance
As you may be aware, a change to the immunization law
in Michigan took effect on January 1, 2015. Waivers are
still allowed but must be signed every year by the
child’s physician, in the case of a medical waiver, or the
health department for non-medical waivers. According
to the law, children without signed waivers whose
immunizations are not up to date and on file in the
office must be excluded from attending school. More
information is available in the Elementary office.

Box Tops for Education. Box Tops for Education offers
a new way to support
our school with the
purchase of many
grocery items: The Box
Tops mobile app allows
you to scan store receipts, find participating products
and instantly add Box Tops to our earnings online. No
more clipping, taping onto collection sheets and
dropping them off at school! You may still find the
traditional Box Tops coupons on certain items, which
can still be brought in to either office, but be sure to
download the app now to take advantage of this easy
way to earn free money for GTA!

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
All parents and guardians of students under 18 have the
right, pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), to examine the official
records, files and data of the school district which
pertain to their student. Procedures for examination
and hearings to challenge anything in the record may be
made available upon request.

Procedures for absences and late arrival
The school day begins at 8:05 for Junior High and High
School students and 8:30 am for Kindergarten and
Elementary. Students should arrive at least five
minutes in advance of their start time in order to get to
class on time. If you arrive late, Elementary parents are
asked to sign their children in at the office so that we
can give them a tardy pass. Secondary students should
stop in to the Secondary office for a late pass; if a
parent wishes to excuse the tardy, they should call the
office at the number listed below. If your child(ren) will
be absent from school, please call the office

Notice of nondiscrimination
Grand Traverse Academy is committed to equal
opportunity and does not discriminate on the basis of
age, race, color, religion, sex, handicapping conditions
or national origin, including limited English proficiency.
No person is excluded from participation in, denied the
benefits of, or otherwise subjected to unlawful
discrimination on such basis under any educational
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program of student activity or of any employment.
Any inquiries or complaints regarding discrimination or
equal access (Title II, Title VI, and VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Title IX) may be directed to the
superintendent, Grand Traverse Academy, or Section
504/Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator and will
be dealt with promptly and in accordance with law.

formulation, by first class United States mail
postmarked at least three days before the pesticide
application, if they so request. If you prefer to receive
the notification by first class mail, please contact the
school office. Please be advised that parents or
guardians of children attending the school may review
the school’s Integrated Pest Management program and
records of any pesticide application request.

Pesticide advisory to parents/guardians

Annual report available

State of Michigan law requires that schools and daycare
centers that may apply pesticides on school or daycare
property must provide an annual advisory to parents or
guardians of students attending the facility.

Grand Traverse Academy’s most recent Annual
Education Report is available in the Transparency
Reporting section of the school website, www.mygta.us.
Just click on the State of Michigan logo and then scroll
down to Annual Education Report.

Please be advised that Grand Traverse Academy utilizes
an Integrated Pest management (IPM) approach to
control pests. IPM is a pest management system that
utilizes all suitable techniques in a total pest
management system with the intent of preventing pests
from reaching unacceptable levels or to reduce an
existing population to an acceptable level. Pest
management techniques emphasize sanitation, pest
exclusion and biological controls. One of the objectives
of using an IPM approach is to reduce or eliminate the
need for chemical applications of pesticides. However,
certain situations may require the need for pesticides to
be utilized.
As required by State of Michigan law, you will receive
advance notice regarding the non-emergency
application of a pesticide such as an insecticide,
fungicide or herbicide, other than a bait or gel
formulation, that is made to the school grounds or
buildings during this school year. In certain
emergencies, such as the infestation of stinging insects,
pesticides may be applied without prior notice to
prevent injury to students, but you will be notified
following any such application.
Advance notification of pesticide applications other
than a bait or gel formulation, will be given by at least
two methods. The first method will be by posting at the
main entrance to the school, which is located at 1245
Hammond Road East, Traverse City, MI 49686. The
second method will be by posting on the school’s
website.
Please be advised that parents or guardians of children
attending the school are entitled to receive the advance
notice of a pesticide application, other than a bait or gel
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Hello 5th and 6th Grade Parents,
Welcome back to another exciting year for our Grand Traverse Academy band program! If your child
was in the band last year we know that they are eager to continue participating. If you are brand new to our
school this year and missed the opportunity to be fitted for an instrument, we would like to extend an invitation
to your son/daughter to join the Elementary Band for the 2021-22 school year. All students in 5 th and 6th grades
have the opportunity to join the band at GTA.
In the past, we have hosted a rental meeting to help facilitate students getting an instrument. However,
Marshall Music has developed an online rental system that is easy to use and delivers your child’s instrument to
your door! We recommend that families consider renting an instrument from Marshall Music to help ensure that
students are able to learn to play with a quality functional instrument. Instrument rental costs range from
$30-$85 a month, depending on the instrument. More information about Marshall Music’s rental program can
be found on their website at www.marshallmusic.com/rentals. This program is rent-to-own, so each monthly
payment is applied to the total cost of purchasing the instrument. If you decide to purchase a used instrument, it
is wise to have it inspected by Marshall Music so that any repairs can be made before school starts.
Be aware that instruments that you find in “big box” stores and stores that are not music stores are not
acceptable band instruments. In addition, any instrument that is green, blue, purple, red, or any other color other
than natural metal or wood colors are frustrating for beginners because they were not designed to last. Also, if
you find an instrument on eBay or the internet, please call or email one of us so we can help advise you on
brands. Many of the inexpensive models on the internet are advertised as real student instruments; however,
they do not work for students.
Students must have a band instrument and Standard of Excellence Book 1 by
Monday September 20, 2021 in order to participate in the 2021-2022 Elementary Band program.
Please consider your options for an instrument and financially plan for it. We have just a few school
owned instruments available in cases of financial hardship. However, we encourage families to work with their
children and find areas to cut back to make purchasing an instrument possible. When a child is willing to work
or sacrifice for it, they will usually take the privilege more seriously and you’ll see great results!
Advanced Band students will need their instrument on the first day of band for their class.
Check with their teacher for the band schedule.
Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions you may have!
Musically yours,
Stephanie Diephouse, Elementary Band and Music
(231) 932-6034 or diephouses@mygta.us

Glenn Floering, Director of Bands
(231) 932-6031 or floeringg@mygta.us

Grand Traverse Academy Elementary and Mustang Choir
2021-2022 AUDITIONS FOR NEW MEMBERS
Friday, September 17, 2021 from 12:15-2:00 pm
New members will be contacted with their audition time

CHOIR REHEARSALS
Elementary Choir: 4th and 5th graders meet Monday and Wednesday 7:50-8:25
Mustang Choir: 6th, 7th and 8th graders meet Tuesday and Thursdays 7:30-8:00
All rehearsals take place in the choir room by the big gym
Rehearsals begin the week of September 20, 2021
ELEMENTARY CHOIR
The Elementary Choir is comprised of students in grades 4 and 5 who are looking for more opportunities to
develop their voice and singing in addition to their regular music or band class. . The choir is a year long experience
for students with two concerts, one in December and the other in May. Rehearsals for Elementary Choir will be held
Monday and Wednesday mornings from 7:50-8:25. Students must be able to attend both weekly rehearsals in
order to be a member of the choir and perform with us in the concerts. Students who are interested in Elementary
choir must complete an audition in September, no preparation is required.
MUSTANG CHOIR
The Mustang Chor is a new opportunity for students in grades 6-8 to continue developing their vocal skills. The
choir is a year long experience for students who are interested in continuing or expanding their singing
opportunities. Rehearsals for Mustang Choir will be held Tuesday and Thursday mornings before school to allow
students to continue participating in band or other electives during the school day. Students must be able to
attend both weekly rehearsals in order to be a member of the choir and perform with us in the concerts. The
Mustang Choir has 3 performances during the year that take place in December, March, and May.
While no audition is required for this choir, students must complete the attached permission slip to participate.
Questions can be directed to Stephanie Diephouse by email, diephouses@mygta.us
or phone, 932-6034.

If you are interested in being a member of the Elementary Choir or Mustang Choir please
complete the permission slip below.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please Cut and Return to Mrs. Diephouse by Wednesday, September 15, 2021

________________________________________________
Student Name

_______________________________________________
Parent Signature

______
Grade

________________________________
Classroom or Advisory Teacher

________________________________
Phone Number

Appendix B

COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit

August 5, 2020

Student Screening
Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed.
Symptoms
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic
cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever
Close Contact/Potential Exposure
In the past 14 days, has your child:
☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR
☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR
☐ Had a travel history
If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school.
If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question,
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19.
If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):
•
•
•
•
•

Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications
Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);
Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19.
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and
Considerations

Athlete Name: _____________________

Grade:

6th 7th 8th

Shirt Size ________________

Co-Ed Golf Registration Form

Philosophy: MS sports are intended to provide a formative, competitive, and instructional framework for athletics. All
participants will learn the fundamentals of the sport and be given the opportunity to develop strong and disciplined
athletic minds and bodies.
Format: This sport will be structured as instructional skill sessions. Each session will focus on the development of a
different aspect of the game.
Eligible Grade Levels: All enrolled male and female GTA 6th-8th grade students may participate.
Coaching Staff: Golf Pro & GTA Parent Bruce Anderson
Schedules/Times/Deadlines: Sessions will take place on September 21 & 28 and October 5 & 12 from 4:30 - 5:30..
Weather adjustments will be made by 1:00 the day of the session. Parents will be notified via the Remind text service. In
the case of inclement weather, sessions will be cancelled altogether. Make sure to dress warmly on session dates.
Equipment Needed: All necessary equipment will be provided, no personal equipment is needed
Location: Sessions will take place at the The Crown, 2430 W Crown Dr, Traverse City, MI 49685
Registration Deadline: Friday, September 17, 2021
Athletic Fee: $30
Athlete Acknowledgement: I understand that it is important to have good sportsmanship & be a positive person in my
community. I also understand that being an athlete will give me the chance to be a role model for other people. I know
that competition builds character & will help shape me into who I will be after school. Integrity, reflection, & respect for
athletics are all pieces of good sportsmanship that I hope to achieve. I will commit to the sport season, respect the
coaches, athletes, equipment and have a positive attitude each and every time I represent my school. I will listen, work
hard, and have fun while learning my sport.
Athlete Signature: ___________________ Parent Signature: ______________________ Date: ____________
Remind Service/Emergency Contact: the primary method the Athletic Department uses to communicate with athletes
and families is via the Remind text service. Please put any numbers that you would like to receive season updates.
Parent Name: ______________________________

Phone Number: _________________________________

Parent Name: ______________________________

Phone Number:_________________________________

Allergies/Other Notes: ______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Medical Authorization & Release: I hereby hold Grand Traverse Academy, its employees and agents harmless for injuries sustained as a
result of participation in the sports program. I agree to and assume financial responsibility for medical treatment as a result of any such
injury. By signing, you hereby grant to the child’s team coach/administration the responsibility for the care of the child if a parent/guardian is
unavailable. This involves the required consent and authorizations for the delivery of medical care, diagnosis, and treatment if necessary, on
behalf of my minor child named above. In making any such decisions, the persons hereby authorized to make the decisions may rely on the
advice of available medical advisors, which may include physicians, nurses, EMT's, or other apparently qualified persons. In connection with
such decisions, I hereby release the school, and their representatives, from any liability for the results of such treatment and care. It is my
understanding that the school will use its best efforts to promptly contact one of us in the event medical treatment or care is considered
necessary or appropriate.
Concussion Awareness Educational Material Acknowledgement: I acknowledge, in accordance with Michigan’s Sports Concussion Laws
(Public Acts 342 and 343 of 2012) that I have received the Concussion Fact Sheet for Parent and/or the Concussion Fact sheet for Students (as
applicable) provided by the Grand Traverse Academy Athletic Department. I am aware of the signs of concussions and proper reporting
procedures. I understand that state law requires the immediate removal of a student athlete from physical participation if a concussion is
suspected. I further understand that state law requires that a student athlete suspected of a concussion not return to physical activity until
s/he receives written clearance from an appropriate health professional.
Photo Release: Grand Traverse Academy likes to celebrate the achievements of our students and staff. Throughout the sports season, the
Athletic Department may take photographs of athletes during practice and competition to celebrate their hard work. These photographs may
appear in various school materials and platforms and will be used in a celebratory nature. If you do not wish for your student’s photograph to
be released by GTA, please promptly submit a completed copy of the GTA opt-out form to the Main Office pursuant to the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 USC 1232g, 34 part 99, and Michigan’s Student Privacy Law, MCL 380.1136.
Inherent Risks & Dangers. I fully understand that there are risks inherent in athletic training, practices, competitions and events
(collectively, “athletic related activities) and ground transportation that include risks and dangers of serious bodily injury and property
damage, including but not limited to, permanent disability, paralysis and even death (“risks”). These risks may be caused by the Athlete’s own
actions or inactions, the actions or in actions of others participating in the athletic related activities, and/or by the conditions in which the
athletic related activities take place.
Assumption Of Risk. I freely and voluntarily assume any and all risks arising out of, or relating to, the athlete’s participation in the athletic
related activities. I understand that it is my responsibility to evaluate carefully the risks inherent in the athletic related activities and, in
signing this form, represent that I have taken such steps as I deem necessary and appropriate to obtain information and clarification on any
questions or concerns. I represent and warrant that there are no physical or other health related problems that would render the Athlete’s
participation in the athletic related activities dangerous or harmful to others or the athlete. I understand that GTA does not provide medical,
health, or other insurance for students participating in athletic related activities and that it is my responsibility to maintain such insurance
as I deem necessary or appropriate. Knowing the risks associated with the athletic related activities, and with sufficient knowledge of the
athlete’s physical condition and limitation(s), if any, I voluntarily assume all responsibility and risk of loss, damage, illness and/or injury to
the participating athlete or property in any way associated with the student's participation in the athletic related activities.
Release, Waiver, Covenant Not To Sue. In consideration of the student being allowed to participate in the athletic related activities, and to the
fullest extent permitted by law, I waive, release and forever discharge and agree not to sue, and to indemnify and hold harmless, Grand
Traverse Academy, its Board Of Directors, each director, its officers, administrators, employees, agents, contracted service providers,
volunteers, representatives, and assigns their successors, heirs or estates (“releases”) from and against any and all financial obligations,
liabilities, claims, demands and causes of action of any kind, on account of any loss, damage, illness or injury to person or property alleged to
be caused, in whole or in party, by the releases, in any way arising out of, or relating to, the student’s participation in the athletic related
activities, whether due to negligence or other action or inaction of the releases, excluding claims for intentional misconduct or gross
negligence. No part of this consent form shall be deemed or constructed as a relinquishment or waiver of the immunity from Tort Liability
provided in section 7 of ACT NO 170 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1964, as amended, being sections 691.1407 ET SEQ of the Michigan Compiled
Laws. If despite this release and waiver of liability, assumption of risk and indemnity, I or anyone acting on my behalf or on behalf of the
now-minor participating athlete, makes a claim against any of the releases, I will indemnify, save, and hold harmless each of the releases
from any litigation expenses, attorney fees, loss, liability, damages, or costs of any kind as my incur as a result of any such claim.
By printing and signing your name below, you agree as a parent to all athletic policies outlined here.
Parent #1: __________________________ Signature: __________________________ Date: __________________
Parent #2: __________________________ Signature: __________________________ Date: __________________

