
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON   

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH  

PO Box 47820 ⚫ Olympia, Washington 98504-7820  

(360) 236-3000 ⚫ 711 Washington Relay Service 

 
March 23, 2023 

Dear Superintendent Harlow, 

On January 31, February 21 and 24, and March 4, 2023, the Department of Health (DOH) tested the 

drinking water for potential lead contamination at: 

• Mattawa Elementary School 

• Morris Schott Elementary School 

• Wahluke Jr High School 

• Wahluke High School 

Sampling and testing were done in accordance with RCW 28A.210.410. 

NEXT STEPS 

1. Review the test results (see attached documents in email). Depending on the lead parts per 

billion (ppb) results, you may need to remediate some of the fixtures in your schools. Fixture 

test results: 

• 5 ppb or less do not require any action; 

• greater than 5 ppb require remediation; 

• greater than 15 ppb, must be turned off immediately until remediation is complete. 

2. Create an action plan following the WA DOH Action Plan Requirements and school action plan 

template. The action plan needs to include next steps to remediate if any remediation is 
required. RCW 28A.210.410 requires schools to create an action plan that meets the technical 
guidance found in the  DOH Lead in Schools Technical Guidance  and is done in consultation with 
the local or state health department. The plan must be shared with your school community. 

3. Communicate with staff, students, parents, and the school community. Include the test results 

and the actions you are taking in response. RCW 28A.210.410 requires schools to communicate:  

• the most recent test results; 

• the action plan. 

RESOURCES 

• Information about the health effects of lead can be found on the DOH website.  

• Additional trusted resources include:  EPA  and CDC websites. 

• Remediation funding is available through the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). For more information, please contact Morgan Powell, OSPI, at: 
morgan.powell@k12.wa.us.

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/Rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.410
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fcommunity-and-environment%2Fdrinking-water%2Fcontaminants%2Flead%2Flead-schools%2Fschool-requirements%2Faction-plan-requirements&data=05%7C01%7Cterri.veazey%40doh.wa.gov%7Cf628b995b3304befbccd08db20f8ccb5%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638140025176843917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PYBGUTEDjTIWydVPfZxQZ8Es1eDo07Ga9eVOKtNDxFE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdoh.wa.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252F2023-03%252F334-489.docx%253Fuid%253D640a6ec61c94a%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C01%7Cterri.veazey%40doh.wa.gov%7Cf628b995b3304befbccd08db20f8ccb5%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638140025176843917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VA4WZ3536vvxKkTq%2Bfm2pho8ggKicFmh5iv01tYL1u4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdoh.wa.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252F2023-03%252F334-489.docx%253Fuid%253D640a6ec61c94a%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C01%7Cterri.veazey%40doh.wa.gov%7Cf628b995b3304befbccd08db20f8ccb5%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638140025176843917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VA4WZ3536vvxKkTq%2Bfm2pho8ggKicFmh5iv01tYL1u4%3D&reserved=0
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/Rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.410
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2023-01%2F334-468-LeadinSchoolsTechnicalGuidance.pdf%3Fuid%3D63c96e78774f2&data=05%7C01%7Cterri.veazey%40doh.wa.gov%7C7e0c701b845d4eb3397608dafa399e05%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638097422610391162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MRQReKxnERwYhdCTZ%2BF%2BMFlyOQdPuH2s%2FX%2BzFhHYKo0%3D&reserved=0
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/Rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.410
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/infants-children-and-teens-links-and-services/protect-kids-toxic-chemicals/lead
https://www.epa.gov/lead/learn-about-lead
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/prevention/health-effects.htm
mailto:morgan.powell@k12.wa.us


 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

How the samples were taken and analyzed  

Cold water samples were collected from every fixture at the school used by students for drinking or used 
to prepare food for students. These were first draw sample collections. First draw sample collection is 
where the water is allowed to sit in the plumbing system for 8 to 18 hours prior to the sample being 
collected. Samples were analyzed by our DOH Public Health Laboratory using EPA method 200.8. 

Children are especially susceptible to lead exposure. Their growing bodies absorb more lead than adults 
and are more sensitive to its damaging effects. Even from very low levels of exposure to lead, children 
may experience lower IQ levels, reduced attention span, hyperactivity, or other harmful health effects 
that can impact learning, development, and behavior. 

Concerns about lead exposure in our children 

Children are exposed to lead from a variety of sources in their environment – drinking water, dust from 
deteriorating lead paint, contaminated soil, take-home exposures from parents who work in certain 
industries, to name a few. Since each source contributes to children’s overall lead exposure, it’s 
important to reduce their exposure from every source as much as possible. 

You can learn more about lead exposure as well as how to prevent lead exposure here on DOH’s 
website. If you would like additional information, please contact DOH at leadfreekids@doh.wa.gov. 

 

Terri Veazey  

she/her/hers 

Lead in School Drinking Water Program Coordinator 

Office of Environmental Public Health Sciences 

Washington State Department of Health 

leadfreekids@doh.wa.gov 

360.870.6982 | www.doh.wa.gov  

 

https://www.epa.gov/esam/epa-method-2008-determination-trace-elements-waters-and-wastes-inductively-coupled-plasma-mass
https://www.doh.wa.gov/YouandYourFamily/InfantsandChildren/ProtectKidsfromToxicChemicals/PreventLeadPoisoning
mailto:leadfreekids@doh.wa.gov?subject=Lead%20in%20School%20Drinking%20Water
mailto:terri.veazey@doh.wa.gov
http://www.doh.wa.gov/

