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8/13/2021 9:00:41 blakearica
@gmail.
com

Finchen Blake Memorial, Wheelock Please require masks indoors for Memorial and Wheelock students until they can be vaccinated.

8/13/2021 9:01:18 jlburke6@g
mail.com

Burke Jen Memorial Please take CDC recommendations into consideration and think about spacing children at least 3 feet apart. DESE has 
historically gone against CDC and health professionals recommendations. 

8/13/2021 9:01:55 noonhill@c
omcast.net

Slesar Stephan Medfield High School No masks !!! 

8/13/2021 9:03:01 marcpuglia
@yahoo.
com

Puglia Marc Memorial, Wheelock There is clear evidence that distancing among students works. I would encourage Medfield to continue masks AND 
distance requirements between students for K-6 given the transmission possibility amongst this unvaccinated population. 

8/13/2021 9:11:14 double.
trouble31@
yahoo.com

Pease Lisa Medfield High School My concern is that the virus may get more aggressive in winter - I would say the kids should go wearing masks and If a 
third booster is available and recommended that is the way to go.  

8/13/2021 9:13:48 ashleypatte
rson1227@
gmail.com

Patterson Ashley Blake Middle School Regarding masks for kids without a vaccine. This raises a lot of concern for me if only the kids who aren’t vaccinated have 
to wear a mask. The new delta variant has shown to affect those who are vaccinated as well. It also singles out the kids 
who choose not to get the vaccine. It really puts a target on their backs and I see a lot of potential bullying in this situation. I 
think either all kids should have to wear a mask. 
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8/13/2021 9:18:11 racudd@g
mail.com

Holmen Rachel Memorial Good morning Dr. Marsden and Medfield School Committee,

Thank you for the masking and protocol updates. My husband and I appreciate your continued vigilance and discussion 
around proper guidelines for the upcoming school year.  Unfortunately, we will be unable to make the Zoom on 8/16 since 
we just welcomed our third child home from the hospital and, to be honest, it's chaos at that time right now haha.  However, 
I did want to pass along my thoughts and hopes for this school year for my son Griffin, who will be going into 1st grade this 
year at Memorial.  I see you have also provided a parent form, so I will be sure to complete that as well.
 As you can imagine, anxiety is once again rearing its ugly head with our concerns for the safety of all the children and staff 
in our public school system. The many unknowns of the delta variant, the increase in cases of COVID-19 among children 
like we’ve never we seen with the alpha variant are daunting.  Combine that with our new son, who is unprotected in every 
sense of the word until he can receive his first vaccines at 3 months of age (which won't be until December), and I feel the 
need to request at the very minimum, you follow CDC guidelines for the Fall 2021 school reopening. Most importantly, 
masking in the elementary buildings for all.

I know there were many other guidelines, but I truly believe this is the most important, despite the outcry it may raise from 
some parents.  A more lengthy list is below, for the sake of the conversation you will hold on 8/16, but please know 
required masking is at the forefront of our minds for safely returning our son to school while not increasing the risk to his 
newborn brother.
-Masks required for everyone ages 2 years and up in school buildings, regardless of vaccination status (and as we know 
some masks are more effective, a list of specific masks to be worn in school by both children and adults)

-Proper ventilation in school buildings, especially classrooms, including upgraded filtration systems, all windows open at all 
times. 

-Keeping children in smaller groups/cohorts. This includes lunch, when children are maskless indoors. Please continue 
your excellent and effective strategy of having children eat lunch in their classrooms at their desks.  It also includes children 
attending their specials with their own class.

-Frequent hand washing, including upon arrival of school, before eating and after recess. 

-Continued testing, including pool testing, expanding to lower grade levels. Implementation of quarantine for any close 
contacts until negative test result. 

-Continued investigation of how to implement proof of vaccination for teachers, or negative test results twice weekly. Given 
that they can still transmit the virus even if they are vaccinated, as well as the vaccination efficacy waning after 6 months.

-Continued accommodations of children of all needs, including children who themselves or family members have 
weakened immune systems. Make sure we treat the entire school district as if we’re accommodating the child at greatest 
risk. 

Of course, I know the last 18 months have been nearly impossible for you all, and simply cannot imagine what weight you 
have carried in making such incredibly important decisions regarding the health, safety and education of our children. 
Please know above all we have felt so supported and that the schools were made as safe as possible. We really 
appreciate the abundance of caution you displayed last August, following CDC guidance, data and scientific evidence to 
create the safest school re-opening plan you could. Your accommodations of children and their families of a variety of 
infirmities creating a highly regarded fully remote option is much appreciated.

Thank you for your continued monumental efforts to keep everyone safe,

Rachel and Eric Holmen
8/13/2021 9:22:46 pstirrell@h

mail.com
Tirrell Peggy Blake Middle School, 

Medfield High School
We strongly agree with the DESE recommendations, particularly no masks for vaccinated kids and the end of social 
distancing. 

8/13/2021 9:25:27 meghanjoh
nson08@g
mail.com

Johnson Meghan Memorial, Blake Middle 
School

I am concerned about my incoming 6th grader being in the school environment with unmasked individuals, even if they are 
vaccinated. Current CDC and AAP guidance recommends indoor mask wearing even for vaccinated individuals when 
transmission is substantial. I would like to see MPS aligned with AAP guidance.
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8/13/2021 9:33:06 lthompson
@axiomcp.
com

Thompson Lisa Medfield High School First, thanks for all you're all doing for our community. It's a tough job and you need to know that so many of us appreciate 
it, no matter that you probably only hear critiques. Given that even fully vaccinated folks are transmitting and getting the 
virus I'm thinking we should consider everyone wearing masks. Is that on the table? A lot of businesses are doing that 

8/13/2021 9:33:41 robbyjo@g
mail.com

Joehanes Roby Wheelock, Dale Street Is there any online-only options available? We are uncomfortable to send our unvaccinated kids to school seeing that 
COVID-19 cases are on the rise. We want online-only option until our kids can be fully vaccinated.

8/13/2021 9:36:31 ashleighjaff
e@gmail.
com

Jaffe Ashleigh Memorial Masks indoors for everyone. There should be no question that masks reduce the spread so let's keep everyone safe. My 
son who is almost 6 has been wearing a mask indoors for the last 12 months and it has become his norm. He grabs it 
when we leave the house as if it's a snack or his water bottle -- it's not a big deal and clearly science shows they reduce 
the risk. Not eliminate. Masks indoors for everyone. 

8/13/2021 9:39:05 pamelajean
bates@gm
ail.com

Bates Pamela Memorial, Dale Street What a ridiculous position DESE has put districts in to choose your own adventure BUT this is a smart group of 
professionals so let’s make the right call here.  I am deeply concerned about protecting our youngest unvaccinated 
students and would ask that we consider masking everyone (staff too!) like many other towns for the population that does 
not have access to vaccines. We know vaccinated teachers can spread Covid and them being masked just makes 
common sense. Swim programs have used face shields instead of masks which may be useful in teaching phonetics (Dr 
Laura’s comment on BoH call). There’s a way. Also, why on earth do we move to packed cafeterias with unmasked 
children eating lunch when we can stay in the classroom and limit exposure? Just because the grownups can be 
vaccinated doesn’t mean there aren’t high risk kids and families we must protect. Common sense and science please! 

8/13/2021 9:40:08 kbucks82@
gmail.com

Behbehani Kelly Memorial, Wheelock I believe that unvaccinated students should be required to wear a mask. The risk of Covid complications and/or long Covid 
is greater with Delta, and Delta is very much still around. While I do believe masks are somewhat detrimental to the social 
and academic learning of kids in lower elementary, I believe the children's health and safety is more important. We are in 
the home stretch; kids 5 -11 should be getting the vaccine in fall or winter, so if we can do it for a few more months, I would 
feel much more comfortable sending my kids to school. Thank you for all of your hard work with this issue; I can't imagine 
trying to figure this out given all of the different opinions out there. Thank you for taking the time to listen to parents, too. 

8/13/2021 9:49:33 meredithte
any@gmail
.com

Teany Meredith Medfield High School We support the proposed mask and distance changes for 2021/22. We agree that vaccinated students should not be 
required to wear masks and support requiring non vaccinated students to wear masks. We are comfortable with the 3-6 
distance changes as well. Doug & Meredith 

8/13/2021 9:49:57 cisephys@
gmail.com

Paxton Mike Memorial The DPH/DESE guidance for K-6 seems sensible. With the Delta variant surge, and masking continuing to prove an 
effective way to protect those who are unable to get vaccinated, doing anything less than an indoor mask requirement for 
this population would be incredibly dangerous and put a lot of kids at risk. I hope the DPH/DESE guidance will be followed.

8/13/2021 10:05:38 hpassas@y
ahoo.com

Passas Hilli Medfield High School Hi,  I am concerned about relaxing requirements right now, with more infectious and aggressive variants arriving and 
becoming dominant.  Dropping both distancing and masking requirements at the same time is a bad idea since we know 
now that vaccinated persons who become infected and are not symptomatic, can still spread the virus.  Distancing at least 
should stay in place, and indoor masking for all should at least be encouraged.  A masking requirement should stay on the 
table as the covid situation changes over the coming weeks and months.  The goal must be to protect the most vulnerable 
in our community.
Thank you to everybody at Medfield schools for the incredible work you did this last year, and for your commitment to a 
healthy, supportive and effective learning environment!

8/13/2021 10:08:04 kristen.
holding@g
mail.com

Holding Kristen Memorial, Wheelock I feel strongly that we need to keep all unvaccinated people wearing masks in school buildings- which means all 
elementary students. I would favor everyone, even vaccinated adults and students, wearing masks while the transmission 
is “substantial” but I also understand the arguments against it- especially for vaccinated teachers. I hope mask wearing and 
increased ventilation means students can get back to more group work and using rooms like the library and cafeteria. I am 
grateful to live in a community that takes this seriously and does so much to keep our kids safe while also keeping them in 
school. 

8/13/2021 10:11:20 agnello.
suzanne@
gmail.com

Agnello Suzanne Wheelock, Dale Street I think all students and staff should be required to wear masks indoors given that vaccinated people can carry the Delta 
variant.  Especially at Blake where you will have a large unvaccinated population.

8/13/2021 10:34:52 becca.a.
adams@g
mail.com

Adams Becca Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

We wear masks if/when we're in stores, restaurants, etc. because our kids are under 12 and unvaccinated, so we hope that 
masking will be required indoors at school. Since vaccinated individuals can spread Covid, we'd prefer that vaccinated 
individuals in the Blake & Wheelock buildings wear masks too. Thanks for the opportunity to comment and thank you for 
caring about our kids' health and safety. 

8/13/2021 10:37:26 mindy.
parsons@g
mail.com

Parsons Melinda Blake Middle School I would be most comfortable if the students of all ages are required to wear masks when indoors. A masked child is not 
protected by an unmasked affected child in a mask-optional environment. I support in-school attendance, my child 
struggled with remote.
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8/13/2021 10:55:13 courtneyris
sman@yah
oo.com

Saulnier Courtney Memorial, Blake Middle 
School

I am in strong favor of mask wearing for my children, Jack age 6 and Claire age 11, both in the classroom and on the bus.  
Mask breaks should be implemented.  I am also in strong favor of hand sanitizer stations throughout building and in 
classroom and strong encouragement of hand washing before snack time and lunch.  

8/13/2021 11:34:01 swierky43
@comcast.
net

Williams Kristen Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

With the rise in cases, I think for the short term in an effort to keep everyone safe, masks should be mandatory for 
everyone, regardless of vaccination status.

8/13/2021 11:35:39 3amsilva@
gmail.com

Silva Alicia Medfield High School I work in health care and watching current trends, I believe the safest option (to allow students to stay on a fully in person 
format) is that all should be masked regardless of vaccination status. I also feel strongly that the high school should 
reinstate lunch on campus for students. Thank you for all of your ongoing work to bring our children back safely. 

8/13/2021 11:38:57 amameden
@gmail.
com

Ameden Anne Medfield High School My main concern is about masking for only non vaccinated students at MHS.  What’s the plan in place regarding MHS 
monitoring that the marking happens for all unvaccinated. The Delta variant etc is highly contagious & if this is going to be 
monitored on an honors system only I have an issue with this! My daughter is vaccinated but there are breakthrough cases 
and given health issues in my family we need to reduce exposure. 

8/13/2021 13:30:06 Robert_m_
wilson@ya
hoo.com

Wilson Robert Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

Due to recent evidence that suggests vaccinated individuals can transmit the Delta variant, we would prefer all students in 
all grades be asked to wear masks, regardless of vaccination status. Thank you for considering our feedback. 

8/13/2021 13:31:52 minta@veri
zon.net

Hissong Minta Medfield High School All High Schoolers, regardless of vaccination status, should be wearing masks indoors. 

8/13/2021 13:35:18 etfontana@
hotmail.
com

Fontana Erin Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Is the health department, town or the school  administration requiring evidence of vaccination to ensure that unvaccinated 
students in grades 7-12 stay masked?

8/13/2021 14:35:15 tbrbuckley
@gmail.
com

Buckley Tracy Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

As a fully vaccinated family, it's my hope that ALL kids K-12 are asked to wear masks, regardless of vax status. 

8/13/2021 14:57:36 lmnightinga
le@yahoo.
com

Nightingale Lisa Medfield High School As a family fully vaccinated whose has experienced a break through case of Covid, I would feel more comfortable with all 
students and staff wearing masks. It’s the safest way to teach in person.
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8/13/2021 16:49:02 landers.
kate@gmai
l.com

Landers Kate Dale Street First, thank you for doing an extraordinary job last year keeping our children as safe as possible, and providing 
opportunities to continue meeting their educational goals through in-person models and a fully remote model!

  Given that Delta is a NEW VIRUS, and spreads much more easily than alpha, more children are getting sick*. We need to 
mitigate risk as much as possible, especially given children under age 12 cannot be vaccinated yet. 

  As you know the CDC guidelines are solid, founded on concrete data and scientific evidence. I’d like to ask the following 
questions:

1) When the CDC and AAP recommend mask wearing by all individuals in school ages 2 years and up regardless of 
vaccination status, why would you not do that? It’s simple to implement, has been done in schools effectively before, and is 
proven a safe and effective means of preventing the spread of Covid-19. Albeit not nearly as successful as vaccination, it’s 
a necessary form of protection. 

2) Not all masks are equal. Will you be specifying which masks are recommended and which are not allowed (neck gaitors 
and bandannas)?

3) LUNCH: Given the high transmission of Delta and no protection of a vaccination for children 12 and under, how will you 
be doing these children the greatest service of creating the safest way to eat? 

Given masks aren’t worn at lunch, and last year you had great success with eating in the classroom with desk shields, why 
wouldn’t you do this again? 

4) Social Distancing: Again, new virus, much more transmissible and dealing with a highly vulnerable unvaccinated 
population under age 12, why wouldn’t you continue 3’ masked social distancing? We know children thrive in school. Let’s 
keep the schools open by spacing desks 3’ apart, facing one direction, with desk shields. This is the safest way for these 
children to be in school until they can be vaccinated-and the materials have already been created, and proven successful. 
Will you continue this excellent strategy?

Also, large gatherings such as assemblies, seem unwise until children can get vaccinated. Will these be held virtually 
instead? 

5) Lack of a fully remote learning option: As there isn’t a fully remote option, and you have students in the school system 
who are more vulnerable to illness, or have family members who are (even vaccinated family members who are 
immunocompromised), what is your plan to keep them safe and give them an equal opportunity to learn? 

You’ve shown how greatly you value the safety of not only these children, but their families as well.  Would it not be in the 
best interest of all to create your fall 2021 in person school reopening plan around the child who is most vulnerable?

We need reassurance that safety measures aren’t being dismissed too soon. Just because the DESE guidelines are much 
looser than the CDC, that gives no grounds to have to loosen those in Medfield. Your reputation is for being strong and 
standing by science. Thank you for that. Safety measures AFTER children under 12 can be vaccinated can be 
reconsidered, but until then, why change a single thing since ast spring?

(*Source: Anthony Fauci 8/12/21 on PBS:  “ So, when you had a high degree of capability of transmission, you had a 
certain number of people who would get infected, a certain percentage of children would get infected. And you remember 
back then, a long time ago, seemingly, they would say, oh, children generally don't get infected as much and they don't 
transmit as much. We were dealing with a different virus then. Now you have a virus that does a big and better job of 
infecting anybody much more efficiently than the previous virus, including children. So, relatively speaking, you are seeing 
more children getting infected.”)

Thank you for your time and help. I cannot imagine the toll this has taken on you all.

Kindly
Kate Landers
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8/13/2021 17:18:43 kashaffer31
@gmail.
com

Shaffer Karen Medfield High School No masks if vaccinated and please have students and staff provide vacc documentation 

8/13/2021 18:46:36 epeters121
9@gmail.
com

Peters Elizabeth Memorial, Wheelock With the current circumstances, I feel the district should follow the CDC guidance and have students, especially 
unvaccinated students, wear masks indoors.   Parents of unvaccinated children ages 0-11 have not been given the option 
to vaccinate and protect our children.  Masks are proven to be a deterrent for the spread of Covid.  

8/13/2021 21:40:38 tomlynch95
@aol.com

Lynch Thomas Memorial, Wheelock The kids should all be masked. Teachers should be masked. Delta variant has an R0 of approximately 7. That means for 
every one person that is infected, they will infect 7 more.  A vaccinated person who contracts the delta variant, which 
currently makes up 84% of the infections in the US, will spread the same amount of viral particles as an unvaccinated 
person. The viral load is approximately 1000 times higher than the original strain. If it gets into a classroom of unvaccinated 
students it will spread quickly. This will lead to even higher rates of community spread. Many of the surrounding towns 
have already issued indoor mask mandates. Our children who are under 12 have not even had the chance to get the 
vaccine yet. The more infections, the more opportunity for the virus to continue to mutate. The board of health and the 
school committee have an obligation to keep our children and community safe. Follow the data and require the staff, 
children and teachers to wear masks. Thank you. 

8/14/2021 7:24:13 mgmckay
@comcast.
net

McKay Michelle Medfield High School I feel regardless if vaccination status if  indoors should mask up. 
1( why make ppl who have held off from getting vaccination feel like they have done something wrong? Everyone has their 
concerns snd reasons and should not feel shamed for  it. 
2) even those vaccinated can spread delta variation
3) school is hard enough this is just adding more stress to the kids regardless of age.
4) I believe in United front so either say “ it’s your choice”  (not based on vaccination status) or all wear masks. We just did 
this at work and it made our coworkers feel more United. Everyone just wears a mask. 

8/14/2021 17:05:54 emwhitcher
@gmail.
com

Whitcher Elizabeth Wheelock, Dale Street Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts. I strongly urge the School Committee to adopt the CDC 
recommendations pertaining to universal masking until a vaccine is available for younger school-aged children. If the goal 
for this year is to keep schools open while minimizing spread, then it defies logic that this year, faced with a more 
contagious variant that we know affects children, we would choose to decrease the level of protective measures. We know 
that vaccines, while protecting the vaccinated individual, do not prevent that individual from spreading the Delta variant. 
Because vaccination status is irrelevant to an individual‘s ability to spread Delta, it is an absolute fiction to make a 
distinction for mask-wearing purposes between vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals.  

8/14/2021 17:39:20 amyferry94
@gmail.
com

Ferry Amy Medfield High School I would like to see the school follow the recommendations of the CDC and the AAP (American Academy of Pediatrics). 
Currently, that means all students and staff mask indoors. If there is someone with a VALID medical reason (such as a 
developmental disability, severe anxiety or claustrophobia, etc), I’d be fine with exceptions being made on a very limited 
basis. I’m guessing that dividing classes or clusters by mask/no mask proclivities would just be too much on top of all the 
other considerations that go into making “balanced classrooms”. 

8/15/2021 8:14:28 coldeignan
@gmail.
com

Deignan Colleen Medfield High School I would prefer the high school students having the options of wearing masks. A major incentive among this population to 
get the vaccine was to hopefully get back to some sense of normalcy and have the opportunity have one or two years of a 
high school experience. IF the majority of students and staff are vaccinated, then I as a parent feel completely comfortable 
sending my three students.  The kids  begged me to get the vaccine so they would never have to go through another 
quarantine. We were close contacts several times and had to quarantine and the isolation made such a huge and negative 
impact on their mental health. Its so infuriating now that we reversing course and where vaccines are optional. but masks 
are mandatory.

However, I feel that the most vocal parents will be the ones with elementary age students who are not able to be 
vaccinated will be the loudest and demand all students k-12 wear masks and that will be the decision. Once that age group 
is eligible for the vaccine, then masks should be optional. I have had many conversations with parents of that age group 
and the consensus was they will opt out of getting vaccines for their children, especially if masks are mandatory. There will 
not be as big of an incentive for a vaccine if all are protected by masks.
 

8/15/2021 9:09:32 jencolt@ya
hoo.com

Sullivan Jennifer Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

Thank you for ok of your hard work last year and in advance of this year.  I trust that you will take all information based in 
science to make thee best public health decision regarding masks for our kids.  3 of my kids are vaccinated and one is still 
too young.  I support mask wearing for unvaccinated youth.  My unvaccinated son seems very comfortable with his mask 
and it does give him comfort to know that he is keeping himself safe when he is out in public.
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8/15/2021 9:59:57 randik22@
aol.com

Goldman Randi Wheelock Please mandate masks for all students and teachers regardless of vaccination status and reinstate distancing in light of the 
new Delta variant.  We need to keep those most vulnerable, including children not yet eligible for a vaccine safe! 

8/15/2021 10:11:45 kyle.
mcclement
s@mac.
com

McClements Kyle Blake Middle School In comparing the email versus the DESE reopening guidance, there seems to be an important distinction on masks for the 
K-6 cohort on whether they are required or strongly recommended.   
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8/15/2021 12:07:32 jfedin@hot
mail.com

Fedin Jennifer Dale Street If I am misinterpreting what is being proposed by the Medfield School Committee, please excuse my misreading, but I 
would like to understand why the CDC guidelines that were updated at the beginning of August (8/5) are not being 
considered/followed by the Medfield School System as they are more robust than DPH/DESE's July 30 recommendations 
and reference full masking as well as physical spacing:

--Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor masking by all students 
(age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status..  

--In addition to universal indoor masking, CDC recommends schools maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between 
students within classrooms to reduce transmission risk. When it is not possible to maintain a physical distance of at least 3 
feet, such as when schools cannot fully re-open while maintaining these distances, it is especially important to layer 
multiple other prevention strategies, such as screening testing.

Full 8/5/21 CDC recommendations are at the bottom of the email.

If the CDC guidelines are NOT going to be followed by Medfield, I would like to understand whether a remote learning 
option will be put in place & if not, why not.  Please answer beyond because "the state said so in the spring...", given that 
there have been many changes since the spring.  I would very much like my child to be in school for the obvious benefits, 
but he needs to be able to attend safely.

My thoughts on this situation are: 
There is clear scientific evidence that the Delta variant is more contagious, and it is currently becoming a question in the 
scientific community as to whether Delta is potentially more harmful to children than the original disease.  

As such, it seems that unless ALL children in the K-6 grades have NO contact in their lives with children in grades 7 and up 
and any unvaccinated adults - which is obviously impossible - then the approach of masking only above grade 6 is doomed 
from the beginning.  At highest risk will be the most vulnerable unvaccinated students in the K-6 grades.  Perhaps a good 
analogy for Medfield this summer: It will be like putting up a screen porch with only 1 side screened and wondering why the 
mosquitos are getting in.

If vaccination rates were better, perhaps this approach would be appropriate, but until ALL children are able to be 
vaccinated, this is a very dangerous approach.  Last year, with all of the precautions in place including full masking, I 
received 87 COVID update emails from the school system - as late as June 3 - most of which noted one or multiple COVID 
cases.  Why do we think with a disease that is 2-3 times more contagious than the original that we are going to get better 
results WITHOUT half the school population masked?  Do we have specific knowledge of Medfield vaccination rates for 
those 12-18 on which to base this decision?

The recent Provincetown cluster of Delta infections that took place in our own backyard infecting MANY EVEN 
VACCINATED individuals should serve as a cautionary tale for planning this fall.

This is no longer a political question contrary to the ignoramuses who refuse to educate themselves on the real facts and 
have nothing better to do than put people's lives in danger by propagating misinformation.  It is a matter of public health.  
We should not be caving to the whining of those who have so little regard for others (those who CANNOT be vaccinated 
yet or ever or who have poor immune systems) that the whiners are willing to put other people in deadly danger for their 
own convenience.  It is a very small thing to do to put a mask on to be able to save the life of someone else or to keep 
someone else from getting extremely ill.  How selfish to refuse to do that (obviously assuming that the person does not 
have a behavioral or medical condition or other issue that makes masking problematic or impossible)!   

As an aside, I understand that some people have the warped idea that putting a piece of fabric over their mouths is an 
affront to their civil liberties.  I get the pressure that this minority of the community is placing upon the Medfield School 
Committee.  While those people should probably re-educate themselves regarding the history of public health and our legal 
system in this country to see how far out of bounds they are currently, I think if that is their position they are entitled to it, 
but then THEY should stay home if they cannot possibly mask up.  If we want to talk about rights, a basic rule of our 
society is that people do not have the right to do things that put other people in danger - which not masking will do. The 
classic example is you can shout fire in your living room if there is no fire.  However, it is illegal to do so in a crowded movie 
theatre if there is no fire as it jeopardizing the safety of movie goers who would potentially be stampeded, etc.  We live in a 
society, not separate fiefdoms.  “When every person claims to be a power unto himself, then society falls into anarchy.” -- 
Russell Kirk, considered the father of modern American conservatism

Every year, I have a legal obligation to provide the school system with evidence that my child has been vaccinated against 
mumps, measles, etc. or my child cannot go to school.  This is to protect not only my child, but the children around him.  
There is currently much more danger from Covid than from those diseases with a legal vaccine mandate.  Yet, we are 
considering having half of our school population be unmasked when we know that at least half of the school population is 
unvaccinated against Covid because they cannot currently be vaccinated, and we have scientific evidence that masking 
helps to prevent the spread of Covid?  How does a policy like that protect those children who cannot be vaccinated against 
Covid?

No one likes to wear a mask and no one wants to and we all want things to be back to normal.  But the virus could care 
less whether we as a society are tired of Covid and are tired of masking up.  If we want to get back to normal, we need to 
stay the course, do the work, and see this through rather than perpetuate this virus through complacency and lack of will.  
A mask - for most healthy people - is a very small ask to help get us through these times.

I would ask the school system to adopt the current 8/5/21 CDC guidelines rather than the DPH/DESE 7/30/21 guidelines.  

Thank you.

**************
From the CDC:  

Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools
Updated Aug. 5, 2021
Print

Key Takeaways
Students benefit from in-person learning, and safely returning to in-person instruction in the fall 2021 is a priority.

Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. Promoting vaccination can 
help schools safely return to in-person learning as well as extracurricular activities and sports.

Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor masking by all students (age 
2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.

In addition to universal indoor masking, CDC recommends schools maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between 
students within classrooms to reduce transmission risk. When it is not possible to maintain a physical distance of at least 3 
feet, such as when schools cannot fully re-open while maintaining these distances, it is especially important to layer 
multiple other prevention strategies, such as screening testing.

Screening testing, ventilation, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and getting tested, contact 
tracing in combination with quarantine and isolation, and cleaning and disinfection are also important layers of prevention 
to keep schools safe.
Students, teachers, and staff should stay home when they have signs of any infectious illness and be referred to their 
healthcare provider for testing and care.

Many schools serve children under the age of 12 who are not eligible for vaccination at this time. Therefore, this guidance 
emphasizes implementing layered prevention strategies (e.g., using multiple prevention strategies together consistently) to 
protect students, teachers, staff, visitors, and other members of their households and support in-person learning.
Localities should monitor community transmission, vaccination coverage, screening testing, and occurrence of outbreaks to 
guide decisions on the level of layered prevention strategies (e.g., physical distancing, screening testing).

Summary of Recent Changes
Updated to recommend universal indoor masking for all students, staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless 
of vaccination status.

Added recommendation for fully vaccinated people who have a known exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed 
COVID-19 to be tested 3-5 days after exposure, regardless of whether they have symptoms.
*****************************
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8/16/2021 6:58:38 cheryl.
crosby04@
yahoo.com

Crosby Cheryl Blake Middle School We should require masks for all kids, regardless of vaccination status. To be safer

8/16/2021 10:02:31 mmcgowan
@wellesley
.edu

McGowan Mary Kate Medfield High School they should all wear masks; Delta is v contagious; it's here, and we need to protect others and the medical system

8/16/2021 10:05:19 brentdnelso
n@gmail.
com

Nelson Brent Wheelock, Dale Street It seems to me that too many individuals/groups, who have the opportunity to exercise independent judgement with regard 
to non-pharmaceutical interventions (e.g. masks), are failing to even remotely educate themselves on this topic and 
exercising that authority. Instead, they far too often defer to others: what are other districts doing? what are the colleges 
doing? what does the CDC say (at least this week -- it's always changing)? etc. But all of these actors are similarly 
behaving unscientifically/without judgement, reason or data. So punting on this issue is a dereliction of authority. There is 
NO non-anecdotal evidence about the efficacy of masks, such as the ones we all wear, to prevent the spread of respiratory 
infections. This was "settled science" as recently as 2019. The CDC and WHO said so themselves. We also now know that 
children in school environments do not pass the virus to each other or to staff at anything like the rates that adults do. We 
ALSO know that the children themselves are almost NEVER impacted should they test positive -- the rate for drowning 
among 5-17 years olds is 2.5x that of dying from Covid. Finally, we certainly DO know that masks are not healthy for 
children, not healthy physically or mentally. So, in summary, a decision to force masking on children is not warranted any 
way or form. To require it (as opposed to, say, making it optional/parent's choice) is completely unjustified. https://www.
aier.org/article/masking-children-tragic-unscientific-and-damaging/

8/16/2021 13:00:30 bmarsette
@comcast.
net

Marsette E. Bonnie Blake Middle School The number one goal is to keep kids learning in person. I support any safety measures to keep kids in school.  I think 
consistency is important for kids and families. My kids are vaccinated, but I fully support everyone wearing a mask pre-k to 
12 and staff.  From a social emotional and safety perspective I think all kids (vaccinated and unvaccinated) should wear 
masks. It takes out the judgment of choice and differences between those vaccinated and unvaccinated and or 
kids/families that are vaccinated but still want their kids to wear a mask and helps reduce the possibility of spread. 

As a reading teacher I'd like to address some comments at the BOH meeting regarding teaching phonics in masks.  I 
taught phonics in a mask all last year and had no issues.  At times, when a particular student needed to see my mouth to 
differentiate certain sounds, I was perfectly comfortable pulling my mask down for a few seconds to show my mouth 
forming these sounds.  Pulling my mask down for a few seconds to model sound formation is the same as pulling my mask 
down to take a sip of water for a few seconds.  

My final feedback is I'd fully support a half day if the heat and humidity index reach a certain high during the first few weeks 
of school.  This was done at the school I teach at and was a huge help to teachers and kids.  The extreme heat was 
challenging in masks for everyone.  

Lastly, you are making the best decision with all the data from health experts, the CDC, APA and DESE combined with 
your expertise in education.  It is your decision and families need to respect and adhere to it.  I am sick of all the divide and 
arguing.  I think kids are hearing the debate at home and it is not healthy for them.  Personally, my kids would rather wear a 
mask and wash their hands on move on than hear anything more about COVID.  

Many Thanks!
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8/16/2021 13:43:21 h.
kevoefeldm
an@northe
astern.edu

Feldman Heidi A Dale Street  Following higher education and most workplaces, vaccination mandates and masks for all those vaccinated and 
unvaccinated is the most ethical choice you can make, with social distancing as much as you can where possible. There is 
evidence of breakthrough cases which puts kids a higher risk, and quite frankly it's negligent for a school board to allow a 
mix masks and no masks without a consideration of the kind of social stigma you will create, which directly impacts the kids 
social emotional well-being. Some parents in this town claim making kids wear mask is child abuse. Child abuse is a 
serious crime about negligence - like knowingly endangering children - such as leaving them in a hot car, hitting, starving, 
sexual abuse etc. Putting a mask on a child is not child abuse if it protects their health during a global pandemic.  I have yet 
to see a child cry because they were 'forced' to wear a mask on a playground or in school - they are happy to play and 
learn no matter what. While politicians are politicizing the pandemic by either no longer reporting numbers or making bold 
claims, we are trying to live our lives and do right by our kids. Having mixed-masks requirements is a true endangerment to 
our community and it sends a conflicting message to kids and the community. When I moved to this town I was told if you 
pack a peanut butter sandwich your child will have to sit at the peanut table. We don't have peanut allergies and my 
daughter was afraid to eat peanut butter because she didn't want to put her friends in danger if she had the sandwich and 
they came near her. A then 6 year old chose to forgo her 'freedom' her 'rights' in favor of looking out for the health and 
wellbeing of her cohorts. Mask mandates in school sends a message of doing what's right for one another by showing 
respect for each other's heath until there is a vaccine for everyone - all ages - better acceptance of taking the vaccine, and 
dramatically reduced numbers in the pandemic. I feel ashamed of any school board who is not in favor of looking out for 
everyone's heath based on people crying over wearing a mask. Please have a mask mandate for both vaccinated and 
unvaccinated faculty, staff, and students. 

8/16/2021 13:44:48 jstein260@
yahoo.com

Stein Jaclyn Memorial, Dale Street, 
Blake Middle School

Medfield should follow CDC guidelines and have everyone masked regardless of vaccination record

8/16/2021 14:02:09 weslie2166
@gmail.
com

Sellinger Weslie Dale Street, Medfield 
High School

Masks should be optional. Parent/student choice regardless of vaccination status 

8/16/2021 14:02:38 candcsully
mom@gma
il.com

Sullivan Danielle Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I am for masking indoors for the k-12 grades, even for the fully vaccinated.  There have been multiple breakthrough cases, 
which means that even people that are fully vaccinated can pass on the disease.

8/16/2021 14:11:55 larono8@m
sn.com

Aronowitz Louise Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I appreciate the school inviting people to share their opinions, voice their hopes or concerns, and ask questions, but I really 
don’t see how this ‘issue’ can be up for debate. Simple common-sense, science and basic math should settle any debate. 
We should heed the numbers and pay attention to the escalating cases all over the country as the Delta Variant takes over 
hospitals and communities. Our case numbers are worse in many states than they have ever been during the entire 
pandemic, the only difference being that it is more young people occupying the hospital beds. The Delta variant is infecting 
our children at an alarming rate and while they may not suffer as badly with this virus, they can still infect older and more 
vulnerable members of their families and communities. And if we continue to allow this virus to spread and live among us, 
there will be another variant and another. If we want it to ever ‘end’ we just need to get vaccinated and wear masks in the 
meantime. It’s really not that hard.

We all wore masks during the last school year and we were better for it - our schools were able to stay open! This 
‘argument’ against masking is unfounded and bordering on hysteria. I think the school should pay attention to the simple 
scientific, mathematical facts here, not the demands of a few people (most of whom refuse to get vaccinated), and the 
school should do the responsible, common-sense thing and require that everyone wear masks indoors unless fully 
vaccinated - or if people want to argue that providing proof of vaccination is an infringement on their privacy, then everyone 
should wear masks regardless of vaccination status - to protect themselves and others. My middle school child is fully 
vaccinated and i, and she, would have no issue continuing to wear a mask at school. This is not a grueling hardship, a 
punishment, or a form of suppression. This is as simple as wearing your seatbelt when riding in a car. It really shouldn’t be 
a point of great debate or an opportunity for people to yell and hear themselves talk. Until the Delta Variant is under control 
and until a greater majority of the country is vaccinated we need to do the simple task of wearing masks while indoors. It’s 
really not a big deal. 

8/16/2021 14:16:59 capesumm
er@hotmail
.com

Farne Stephanie Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

I advocate for mask requirements for all.  Masks are most effective when worn by all students.  The Delta variant can be 
spread by vaccinated individuals.  Many older vaccinated students can carry the virus back home, where their 
unvaccinated siblings can get sick.  Also, if we wear masks and mitigate the spread of the virus, we can hopefully keep 
schools open and in person full time this year.  This is the most important goal for the entire community.  Plus, a uniform 
policy is easier on those enforcing it, namely our teachers and school staff.  It is unfair to ask school staff to take on yet 
another role.  Please make mask wearing a requirement for all in school - students, teachers and staff.  Let's stop the 
spread.
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8/16/2021 14:27:12 nkufferman
@hotmail.
com

Kufferman Nancy Blake Middle School Require masks for all students regardless of vaccination status.

8/16/2021 14:32:07 aubc@veri
zon.net

Cousineau Jennifer Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

In my opinion, all students k-12 should be required to wear masks in school while indoors.

8/16/2021 14:37:18 weareaubc
@gmail.
com

Cousineau James Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

I think masks should be required indoors for all students in Medfield 

8/16/2021 15:17:09 stepcole@
gmail.com

Cole Stephen Memorial I strongly think that all students at Memorial should wear masks. 

8/16/2021 15:22:34 allsmilessin
ce76@yah
oo.com

Frattaroli Jill Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

Masks should be mandated for all to benefit the greater good- if the solution leaves room for interpretation (allow 
vaccinated to choose to not wear a mask) we will not be able to squelch this.  The Delta variant doesn't care of someone is 
vaccinated- it can still infect and create carriers which then will transfer to those who are not protected.  I have a child who 
is immunocompromised and I desperately want in school learning for him but it makes me VERY nervous to discontinue 
those tactics that brought us success in a less serious strain of this virus.  Why would we want to go backwards??

8/16/2021 15:22:52 caronmurst
ein@gmail.
com

Murstein Caron Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I think we need to be cautious and start the year with masks for all.  Is pooled testing going to continue?

8/16/2021 15:33:11 msmcniff@
gmail.com

McNiff Mary Blake Middle School Both my children attend Blake and are fully vaccinated.  I believe in following the CDC guidelines and have no problem with 
a mask mandate for all students at Blake, including those vaccinated, given where the Delta variant is at this time.  If my 
children can help protect unvaccinated children, then we are happy to comply.  I like the idea of a mandate as I don't trust 
that all parents will send their unvaccinated kids to school  I do think we should revisit any potential decisions 6 or so 
weeks in or as new information comes to light.  For example, if we hit 70% vaccination rates among students (I know staff 
is already high from BOH meeting) or Delta starts to decline, then I would suggest we drop masks for vaccinated kids to 
start.  As much as we can offer outside time that is maskless all kids, I think that is important too - gym, lunch, or other 
outside class time through fall should be options. Lastly, I would say if we don't go forward with a mask mandate, then I 
would mandate testing for any kids who aren't wearing masks, including vaccinated kids since we now know they can be 
transmitters of covid.

8/16/2021 15:35:50 jonathan.
conley@m
ac.com

Conley Jonathan Wheelock Based on the fact we are dealing with the wave of a more contagious variant, with information that we can have break 
through infections that are equally infectious, and increased reports of significant illness in children, AND our most 
vulnerable children from the most vulnerable Medfield families are returning in person, we should return back to AT LEAST 
the previously used interventions.  It creates continuity, and was previously agreed upon as effective.  

This would protect those vulnerable kids for whom no alternate educational plan has been offered, and have been out of 
school for a year and a half.  It would serve to educate the community on how to demonstrate empathy and how to work 
together as a community, choosing inclusion over ideology.  Rather than ostracize our most vulnerable, who will not be 
able to return to in-person school under current proposed mitigation efforts, it would go a long way towards our town goals 
of reducing bullying and improving social emotional health.  Failure to provide safe education for the town's most vulnerable 
not only creates risk for litigation but denies the moral imperative, the law of reason to respect the dignity of the most 
vulnerable in our community. 

- Universal masking, with guidelines for effective masks
- Distancing of at least three feet with continued use of desk shields, ventilated classrooms
- Distanced and ventilated for eating, ideally in the classroom
- No assemblies or close gatherings, children stay with cohorts, assigned bathrooms
- Continued cleaning, upgraded ventilation
- Pooled testing to include younger children
- Social distancing during drop off and pick up
- Clear options for opting out, demonstrating town commitment to ensuring safety, eg. safe places to eat lunch, safe place if 
large gatherings, virtual options.

In addition, the school needs to be prepared for disruptions in education, and have clear guidelines and follow through for 
testing, quarantine, and continuation for education.  Finally, continued efforts towards making sure social-emotional well-
being is supported, including hiring Masters level clinicians.  All of this should be in writing.  
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8/16/2021 17:03:40 juleshoffma
n@gmail.
com

H J Blake Middle School ** I request that my response not be made publicly available.  If someone requests to see this response, or all responses in 
response to Dr. Marsden’s form submitted before tonight’s meeting, I ask that my name be blocked out so that it is 
anonymous, and that I be informed it has been requested.  That being said, feel free to quote me in your meeting, just 
anonymously please!  Thank you.**

Dear Dr. Marsden & School Committee Members,

First of all, I want to thank you for opening up tonight’s meeting to the public and allowing parents to share their concerns 
about how Medfield schools should deal with Covid this Fall.  I do not envy your position.  The DESE and the state have 
unfairly dumped a big decision into your laps.  And for that, I am truly frustrated for you. 

That being said… It’s hard to believe we are here again.  Like a nightmare Groudhog Day scenario, facing another new 
school year in the midst of an international pandemic that has claimed so many lives across the world, across our country 
and our state.  Yet Medfield parents are again battling over what kind of precautions should be taken to keep our kids safe 
at school.  Last Fall, the outcry was that you should ignore CDC recommendations, pediatric infectious disease experts, 
DESE recommendations and pleas from the teachers to make schools safe enough for them to work – and get all Medfield 
students go back full-time at all costs.  With patience and a well-executed plan, you did eventually achieve that goal, while 
other school districts across the country had to keep their students learning remotely because they couldn’t meet the safety 
protocols.  Your plan kept Medfield students safe, and while there still was a lot of squawking here in town because it wasn’
t perfect or ideal for every student or family, I see our town as being comparatively very successful. And I want to see that 
safety & success continue this fall.

I support following all CDC guidelines and the recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics for Covid safety 
protocols this Fall.  I will only feel comfortable sending my child to school if there is a full mask mandate for all students K-
12, regardless of their vaccination status.  

I also feel adamant that students should sit distanced for lunch and snack indoors, as well as any other times they are 
eating or drinking indoors. Quite frankly, I was surprised and confused by the Board of Health’s view that students might 
need to wear masks, but not sit distanced at lunch. Masking all day but sitting close together unmasked while eating (and 
talking while eating which all kids do) would be counterintuitive and potentially create dangerous spread of respiratory 
droplets.  

I also feel strongly that students, especially at Blake and the High School where they change classes, should continue to 
wipe desks, keep distance in the hallways between periods and carry their bags around for the day instead of using lockers 
to minimize chatting time in the hallways – much to my child’s chagrin who cannot WAIT to have her own locker.  

And lastly, but importantly, continue the pool testing program and encourage more families to have their students do it.  
Maybe offering incentives, or perhaps reaching out to see why some parents do not have their children participate and see 
it there’s anything you can do to make them more comfortable with it. 

In short, keep the same protocols as last spring – especially the mask mandate.  You created and implemented a 
successful plan that kept the children of Medfield safe at school.  It would make no sense to dial down those protocols now, 
and could turn out to be a tragic mistake.  Not fear mongering here, just unfortunately the reality of this ever-changing virus.  
Yes, many parents, teachers and students 12+ are now vaccinated. And case rates in Massachusetts are lower than in our 
Southern states.  But unfortunately, the virus is no less dangerous than it was last Spring.  Just listening to the Director of 
the NIH this morning, if anything it’s a little worse. Worse because the Delta variant seems to be more contagious. Worse 
because now that children across the country went back to school and then spent the summer unmasked participating in 
regular activities, we know without question that children can not only spread Covid, but can also contract Covid, get 
dangerously ill from Covid and die from it.  Even when they are vaccinated. Without a mask mandate in Medfield, even in 
seventh grade for instance, where some kids are vaccinated and some are not – having my vaccinated child wear a mask 
to school and be surrounded by unmasked, possibly unvaccinated classmates who could be carrying Covid would not 
secure her safety.  Let alone students who have younger siblings at home who are too young to get vaccinated, or parents 
with high risk conditions.  

Everyone is spinning their wheels about what to do here.  Reading as much as they can about all sides of the issue…trying 
to find as many articles and studies as they can to figure out what the right call is.  But that work has already been done by 
the top medical experts in our country, and all of those studies and data have been interpreted by the CDC and thus their 
recommenations for full mask mandates for all American students K-12.  

Case rates in Massachusetts might be currently low compared to other states and vaccination rates might be higher, but 
we need to stay vigilant and this is not the time to take unnecessary risks. All students K-12 should be masked at school, 
whether they are vaccinated or not, unless they have a legitimate medical condition where their doctors advise them not to 
wear one.  Our children should be masked to protect themselves and others.

Thank you,
Jules Hoffman 
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8/16/2021 19:07:45 sylvia.lynn.
cooper@g
mail.com

Cooper Sylvia Wheelock, Dale Street How will lunch be handled this year?

8/16/2021 19:10:32 stacie.
palmer@lib
ertymutual.
com

Palmer Stacie Wheelock, Dale Street Do we still plan to have plexiglass barriers around students' desks?  This was actually more of an issue from my children 
than masks and likely serves minimal benefit to reducing the spread of Covid.  My children said the plexiglass made it very 
difficult to see the teachers between the glare from the glass and the lines around that caused them to need to move in 
order to have a full view.

8/16/2021 19:22:20 skachan@
gmail.com

Kachn-Liu Sarah Memorial, Wheelock The CDC and the AAP recommend universal mask wearing for all students, teachers and staff in K-12 regardless of 
vaccination status. As a pediatrician working at a local hospital and a parent, I support this recommendation. The delta 
COVID-19 variant affects children and young people more severely than prior variants, and can be passed by vaccinated 
individuals to unvaccinated contacts (including all children <12). I urge you to consider universal masking until the younger 
kids can be vaccinated.

8/16/2021 19:37:04 kegevans
@gmail.
com

Evans Kerry Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

There IS no risk. How do you
Mitigate a risk that isn’t there? Does ANYONE understand that after being around SARSCOV2 for 18 months people are 
immune?! How is it possible that all were convinced that all are vulnerable, susceptible or not immune? Look at actual 
scientific data for God’s sake. 

8/16/2021 19:49:09 skachan@
gmail.com

Kachan-Liu Sarah Memorial, Wheelock I wanted to add a note to my prior form. Many people worry that masks will be detrimental to kids' health. As a pediatrician 
seeing kids in the office and hospital, I have not seen an increase in asthma exacerbation, infections of the skin around the 
mouth, problems with low oxygen or high carbon dioxide, or anything else. In fact, we saw fewer respiratory infections and 
virtually no asthma exacerbations. 

I am also worried about lack of spacing during lunch. I think if you can make the same accommodations for lunch as you 
did last year, that would be great. Thank you for everything that you do.

8/16/2021 20:32:05 smits.
christine@
gmail.com

Smits Christine Wheelock, Dale Street, 
Blake Middle School

Thank you all for allowing parent input.  I strongly believe we should allow our students more flexibility with mask wearing.  
At the very least we should follow the guidelines which would allow kids to remove masks during eating in the cafeteria and 
outside.  With all the testing we will be doing in schools, and with the extremely high rate of vaccination in Medfield and 
amongst the students and teachers we should not require universal masking.  I am much more concerned about the mental 
health issues, fears and anxieties that this is causing in our children (speaking from experience).  

I also would like to ask if the school committee is taking into consideration the attrition rate of students? I believe that many 
more families and students will consider other options for school outside of Medfield that offer flexibility surrounding 
masking (choice) if in fact masking is mandated.  Medfield has offered a cohort D option and masking will always be an 
option, I believe it is time to offer an option for those parents/students who need the personal interaction and normalcy to 
succeed academically and also succeed from a mental health standpoint without masks .  Thank you 

8/16/2021 20:43:51 jackiencorri
gan@gmail
.com

Corrigan Jackie Memorial, Wheelock What is needed to unmask the kids?? Will unvaccinated have to wear a mask forever?!  The vaccine doesn't stop you from 
getting or spreading cover so why can they take a mask off?  What about kids who recovered from the virus and have 
natural immunity??? The goal posts will keep moving. I will not willingly participate in child abuse so if masks are mandated 
again, I will pull my children out AGAIN and homeschool them AGAIN.  I will vote with my wallet and you will lose funding. 

8/16/2021 20:56:30 Homevader
@gmail.
com

Robertson Darcie Memorial I realize that the K-6 grade students need to be masked, and with that in mind, I would love to see the schools utilize the 
outdoors as much as possible. Could we raise money through Medfield One to get each building large tents that could be 
used for many purposes- eating, learning, “indoor recess” on rainy days, etc?
 Also, as a former special educator, I feel it is nearly impossible to teach reading effectively without students being able to 
see your mouth, tongue placement, breathed or unbreathed sounds and so on.  Can vaccinated teachers have permission 
to teach at the front of the classroom without a mask during phonics instruction? 

8/16/2021 20:58:47 rzukauskait
e@yahoo.
com

Keegan Ramune Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

1. Masks are proven to work, for the first time in 16 yrs of parenting the whole family had no cold, no flu, not stomach bugs, 
nothing, so it does work.
2. How is it going to be in cafeteria, chorus and gym?
3. How students will be regulated during breaks and classes, will every teacher have a list of students to monitor and make 
sure unvaccinated are wearing the mask!!!! Also, who will monitor and reinforce to wear the mask properly?!
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8/16/2021 21:07:55 leahmcicco
ne@gmail.
com

Ciccone Leah Memorial 1. As a clinical pharmacist my opinion is the safest route for our entire community is to have the universal masking in our 
school systems regardless of vaccination status.  The younger children do not have the option to be vaccinated and with 
the Delta variant transmission high even amongst vaccinated individuals this is crucial for the safety of our families and 
community.  Whether the school children themselves are immunocompromised, anyone in the household or if a parent or 
guardians job is in health care or caring for other individuals we need to take every precaution to protect the people who 
are most at risk as well as our children. Until there is more evidence that the virus is more under control I'm not sure why 
we wouldn't take every measure possible to protect our children, teachers and community. Thank you for your 
consideration on all aspects of this very difficult decision you have to make but please strongly consider universal masking 
until we can be sure it is safe to allow for this precaution to be lifted.

2. In regards to the integrated Pre-K- if there are children that masking is difficult for due to a disability or health issue what 
measures are in place to make sure they mask as best they can to protect the other children in the class?  My child is new 
to the school system and we look forward to sending her but want to make sure she has as few exposures as possible.  
Again thank you for your time and you are appreciated for all you are doing for our community.

8/16/2021 21:10:19 markciccon
e@stevens
andciccone
.com

Ciccone Mark Memorial I support a mask mandate for all students and teachers regardless of vaccination status.  This is the only way we can 
protect our children and protect our community.

8/16/2021 21:21:08 sam126926
180@gmail
.com

Morin Sonja Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

I don’t believe any one is an infectious disease expert. How ever, from personal experience, contracting covid last year and 
being a single mom of 3 who 2 children including myself has auto-immune disease followed every guidance and mandate. 
And it was inevitable. I think we need to fully grasp that this virus isn’t going away no matter what implications we put in to 
place we have to ask ourselves at what point do we go back to some kind of normalcy. We can follow everything by the 
book and hope by the grace of god no one contracts it. But it’s still going to happen. Everything coming out from the CDC is 
only recommendations and guidance. They are not lawful or legal of any way shape or form. This is just advice given out. 
And the school system doesn’t get to decide the health and well being of children. And it needs to stay that way. Parents 
need to have the right to decide to send their child to school with a mask or not. Just like everyone has the right to decide if 
they want their child to be apart of a clinical trial of the vaccine that hasn’t even been fully approved by the FDA.  We need 
to stop treating these guidances and recommendations as law. And start looking out for our own rights as parents to these 
children. I hope the committee makes a good decision to protect our rights as parents and not base it on fear on what the 
media is putting out there. 

8/16/2021 21:22:25 jackiencorri
gan@gmail
.com

Corrigan Jackie Memorial, Wheelock Why do kids all over the country get to go to school with no mask, EVEN LAST YEAR, but its not ok here?! Schools in MA 
that have given parents the choice to do whats best for their family/situation: Blackstone, Groton, Duxbury, KP, Middleboro, 
North Reading, Middleton, North Attleboro, Abington.... LETS JOIN THE CLUB!  Kids need to see faces!  Masks inhibit 
communication and emotional expression.  It is my firm belief, based on (apolitical) science that universal masking is not 
helpful outside of a hospital setting and possibly harmful in the community and school setting. Proper masks (N95 and 
KN95) are effective in stopping respiratory viruses in a controlled setting, worn by a professional with training for short 
periods of time.  Outside of that they are medical theater. Face masks worn long term may impact the socio-emotional 
development of children as they will be unable to ‘read’ the faces of others who are all wearing masks each day. 
Understanding facial expressions is an important skill that allows children to share and adapt emotions with others during 
social interactions.  Where is the evidence that these face masks are effective, and more importantly, the evidence that 
these masks do no harm to children? Where is the scientific research on the safety and effectiveness of healthy children 
wearing face masks for prolonged periods of time?  

8/16/2021 21:35:26 ihnachak@
gmail.com

Jones Catherine Memorial, Dale Street, 
Blake Middle School

Hello,

My opinion on the requirement of masks in school is that it should be optional for each family.  If all of the other virus 
mitigation procedures are in place, i.e. Hepa filtration systems, etc., shouldn't we try to make the school environment as 
"Normal" as possible this year. 
Our children have taken all precautions recommended but have now presented with excessive anxiety symptoms as 
though they are in immediate danger of dying of Covid.  Shouldn't we all be more concerned about how to create more 
normality versus adding masks to the already extensive virus mitigation strategy?
In addition, I'd like to add that a masked versus unmasked policy for unvaccinated/vaccinated children is a perfect scenario 
for bullying in middle school and high school during an emotionally time for all children.  This should also be taken into 
consideration in policy decisions.

Thank you for your time.
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8/16/2021 21:38:21 samp888@
verizon.net

Sampson Nancy Medfield High School I think that the high school in particular should only require masks for unvaccinated people. We are a town with high 
vaccination rates and low infection rates. The high school will be a building of almost entirely vaccinated people. Why do 
these high school kids need to be masked? It makes no sense to me. I have a 2020 Medfield grad who lost so much and 
my heart breaks to think that my rising senior will have a year with restrictions just to appease the younger parents in town 
who think all should be masked despite the circumstance of each building. I also have a 9th and 10th grader, both who 
missed out on the 8th grade trip along with graduation, dances, sports, etc. These are things that all 4 of my kids talk about 
with great sadness. The pandemic is hard across the board but these are big events in a kids life. They deserve some 
normalcy. They shouldn’t have to mask because of a universal mandate that has no justification at the high school where 
almost everyone is vaccinated. Please consider these kids and do not let the younger vocal parents in town determine their 
fate when most(if not all) do not even have kids in the building. 

8/16/2021 21:50:07 ashleypohl
man13@g
mail.com

Pohlman Ashley Memorial We strongly support the idea that any mandated measures are science-based and not fear-based. Evidence clearly shows 
that children are at extremely low risk when it comes to Covid-19. As published on the CDC website, studies show that 
children ages 5-14 are more likely to die from other incidents including 1. Cancer, 2. Vehicle Accidents, 3. Suicide, 4. 
Homicide, 5. Cardiovascular Disease, 6. Drowning, 7. Flu/Pneumonia, and then 8. Covid-19. If we didn't implement any of 
these measures for defense against the Flu, then why are we taking such drastic measures for an even less deadly virus? 
Our son had to wear a mask all throughout his pre-k school year. On average, he would go through 4-5 masks per day due 
to sweating through them, even in the winter months. When we would pick him up in the afternoon, his current mask would 
be soaked with sweat and it was so disheartening to put him through this on a daily basis. As written on the CDC website, 
stated by Dr. Fauci, as well as written clearly on the outside of the box when you go to buy masks at the store - masks do 
NOT provide protection against the transmission of Covid-19. In our research, we have not been able to locate a single 
study that can prove masks are effective in reducing the transmission of viral diseases. Please share with us if you have 
come across one. Conversely, we have found a number of studies showing that masks cause more harm than good, 
especially when worn incorrectly, as many children do. The frequent touching of the face, and lack of oxygen, increases a 
number of other health related issues that can easily be avoided if we lift the mandate. In addition, children are missing out 
on important developmental skills when it comes to annunciation and being able to read their teacher's mouth when 
learning to read. Socially, they are unable to see the smiles on their friends' faces or ability to read facial expressions. Over 
the past 18 months, we have already instilled far too much fear and a sense of isolation in our children that is robbing them 
from their childhood. Ultimately, we firmly believe the PARENTS of each child should be the ones making the decision on 
whether or not their child wears a mask. While we fully support those children (and parents) who opt to continue masking, 
we feel no child should ever be forced to wear a mask. 

8/16/2021 21:50:08 rspdaly@g
mail.com

Daly Rachel Memorial Apologies if this was already covered in the forum… My son is going into 1st. Will teachers, staff, bus drivers etc. be 
required to wear masks at the K-6 level indoors? My concern is that this vulnerable population of kids unable to be 
vaccinated (yet) will be interacting indoors with adults who may be vaccinated but are still able to transmit COVID-19. In 
addition, it would be nice to have the adults modeling good mask-wearing etiquette for this younger crowd. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

8/16/2021 22:32:35 kris@krisde
voe.com

DeVoe Kris Wheelock I absolutely want to hear that we are mandating masks for K-6—for the sake of my children, for the sake of those children 
with medical conditions that render them in greater danger, and for the sake of the teachers who have already given so 
much of themselves.

8/17/2021 6:18:44 syedakhan
1219@gma
il.com

Syeda Sohera Wheelock I am in full support of indoor masking for children below the ages of 12 who are not vaccinated yet.  Furthermore, I strongly 
believe that vaccination should be required for enrollment in the public system as we have been doing this for other 
preventable infectious diseases.   (I understand this is not within the scope right now as we are still amidst a global 
pandemic.). Given that the delta variant is more infectious, I also feel that teachers and staff and children who are 
concerned about being carriers and disseminating the virus to other vulnerable family members should be encouraged to 
mask up even if they are vaccinated. Current data suggests the risk of breakthrough infection is 0.04% for vaccinated 
persons however the data is evolving. Finally, as the flu / respiratory illness (RSV, parainfluenza, adenovirus, usual 
rhinovirus and usual common colds) run through the community this fall and winter as we get back together, masking up 
will help to reduce these illnesses.  My kids and all kids will be less sick and miss less
School if we take some basic public health measures that are science based.  

8/17/2021 10:12:03 corymader
a@gmail.
com

Madera Cory Dale Street I believe the town should follow the DPH guideline, and keep masking to “strongly recommend” for students. Let parents 
and families decide what is best for their children. 
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8/17/2021 11:49:49 brianjsokol
owski@yah
oo.com

Sokolowski Brian Memorial, Dale Street, 
Blake Middle School

With various approaches to masks in schools around the US and the world, I ask the School Committee to carefully 
consider the data regarding the effectiveness of mask mandates in preventing Covid spread, and the costs to kids of long-
term masking. Masks have become a highly politicized issue, and it is tempting to follow what appears to be the most 
precautionary approach. However, it is becoming increasingly clear that the effectiveness of cloth/surgical masks has been 
overestimated, while I believe the costs to kids of wearing masks on a long-term basis in their most important social setting 
has been underestimated. Now that we are entering the third year of impacted school for our children, I believe it is 
imperative that we move beyond defaulting to what appears to be the most precautionary approach and consider empirical 
data and long-term costs.

Unfortunately, cloth or surgical masks have proven far less effective than we all hoped a year ago. We now know that 
claims of ~95% effectiveness were overly optimistic. Do they provide some protection, either source or self? Possibly, but if 
so the level appears to be very low. This has become evident in empirical data over the past 18 months (see masked vs 
unmasked counties within US states and highly correlated regional [seasonal] spread despite different mask policies and 
compliance between states and localities); in the pre-Covid guidance from WHO and CDC which was based on years of 
pre-Covid data and studies; and is finally beginning to be recognized by prominent, mainstream public health officials 
(Michael Olsterholm and Zeke Emanuel). 

The costs to kids of frequent, long-term masking have received relatively limited recognition. Does wearing a mask into a 
CVS for 10 minutes carry much of a cost? No, it does not. But wearing them for 7 hours per day (including bus time) for 
several months or multiple school years will likely carry more serious costs than are currently being widely discussed. This 
is particularly the case for younger children and will affect kids differently. Language and facial interpretation are obvious 
areas for learning loss and developmental challenges, but interpersonal and emotional development are also areas likely to 
be impacted by long-term mask wearing for large portions of the day.

The consideration of effectiveness and cost has led many European countries to not require mask in schools for their 
students. 

Regarding specific age groups:

•         The costs of masks are highest for the 5 and under group, a fact which has been recognized by almost all Western 
countries not recommending masks for young kids in almost all settings. 

•         For the 6-11 group, there has been talk of further mandated mask wearing being only a short-term measure until 
they are vaccinated. However, yesterday (8/16/21) on CNBC, Dr. Scott Gottlieb stated his belief that the FDA would 
authorize vaccine use for this group “mid-winter, perhaps even later”. With his board seat at Pfizer and as a former FDA 
Commissioner, Dr. Gottlieb has been very accurate in predictions regarding timing of vaccine policy decisions. Therefore, 
mandating masks for this group until they are eligible to be vaccinated implies at least 75% of the 2021-2022 school year 
spent in masks.

•         Mandating masks regardless of vaccination status for the 12+ group indicates there will be no end to the current 
cycle of interventions. Do we really think Delta will be the last variant? Do we mandate masks for vaccinated kids for every 
variant that comes through each year? Mandating masks for vaccinated kids sends a confusing message around vaccine 
efficacy and sets a dangerous precedent, risking these interventions becoming permanent.

If masks were clearly effective in meaningfully reducing infections, my position would be very different, but unfortunately 
that is not supported by data.

Finally, if the Committee decides to require masks for any groups, I request that clear metrics be set to end the mandate. 
Without setting metrics in advance, mandates will be very difficult to remove during this school year.  

8/17/2021 12:20:14 jessica.
adamsmont
eiro7@gma
il.com

Monteiro Jessica Wheelock Our family believes wearing a mask is safest within the schools for unvaccinated students

8/17/2021 12:42:08 lynn.k.
long@gmai
l.com

Long Lynn Medfield High School A vaccinated child should not have to wear a mask. They took the risk of getting vaccinated, so it’s their choice whether or 
not they want to additionally wear a mask. They did their part by getting the vaccine, so don’t take away their freedom of 
not having to wear a mask.
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8/17/2021 12:45:26 nmcgowan
5444@aol.
com

McGowan Nora Medfield High School If children attending school are vaccinated they should not have to wear a mask. Children who are not vaccinated on the 
other hand, should continue wearing a mask.

8/17/2021 12:50:05 elenimeliss
a@gmail.
com

Garbis 
Simmoneau

Eleni Memorial, Dale Street I can't imagine having the kids back in school without masking - in K-5, these kids are unable to get vaccinated, and 
wearing masks is not a huge sacrifice or harming their mental health. K-5 kids should absolutely wear masks inside as a 
way to prevent transmission and keep the schools open and in-person. For lunchtime, I really hope they will eat in the 
classrooms at their desks, similar to what they did last year. I don't think it's safe at all for them to be eating together, 
unmasked, in the cafeteria. 

For Middle and High Schoolers, I understand parents who believe their vaccinated kids should not be forced to wear masks 
- but I think operationally it will be very challenging for teachers and administrators. Again, masking is not hurting people, 
and it's really not such a huge sacrifice in these unprecedented times. 

Thank you for all your efforts!
8/17/2021 13:31:41 erinlangton

@yahoo.
com

Langton Erin Medfield High School I do not think that students in the high school should be required to wear a mask. I think they should all be required to be 
vaccinated and if not they should wear a mask and be tested regularly.

8/17/2021 14:01:21 gwalshjr@h
otmail.com

Walsg Gerard Medfield High School No mask 

8/17/2021 14:02:47 kristynchin
5@gmail.
com

Chin Kristyn Medfield High School My daughter is vaccinated and would  find it much easier to learn to the full extent with out a  mask.  

8/17/2021 14:18:19 txchin@gm
ail.com

Chin Thomas Medfield High School My daughter is vaccinated and would find it much easier to learn to the full extent with out a mask

8/17/2021 14:18:48 athanasia.
smith@gm
ail.com

Smith Athanasia Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School, Medfield High 
School

No mask for vaccinated 

8/17/2021 14:51:06 christinesd
ailey@gmai
l.com

Dailey Christine Medfield High School I feel it is important for our students to have a “Normal” school without masks, if they are vaccinated. I believe this is 
important for their mental health.

8/17/2021 16:18:05 eumichele2
002@yaho
o.com

Mota-
Magestro

Eugenia Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

At this point it is imperative ALL children are wearing masks regardless their vaccination status. There are still people who 
are being negligent on getting their vaccines and I really rather have the kids wearing masks so that they can physically 
attend to school. Than relax that measure and end up shutting down.

8/17/2021 18:22:06 donlane@
me.com

Lane Don Medfield High School Please wear masks given the low vaccination percentage of 12-18 year-olds in town. 

Please follow CDC guidelines. Why would any public school not? 

Idea: put non-Vax’d kids in different class rooms. 
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8/17/2021 18:39:16 lich.
andrea@g
mail.com

Lichtenstein Andrea Dale Street My concern is that there have never been any long term studies conducted on elementary children over a period of years 
that prove masks are/are not harmful to their emotional development. The truth is that these studies are being conducted 
now and we will not know the long term effects of them for years to come. Similarly, we will neither know the long term 
effects of Covid, nor of the vaccine. Again, all the trials/studies are being conducted now. We can currently provide 
statistics, articles, interviews to support all kinds of opinions. This is why I am asking for parental choice for masks to make 
the decision based on what's best for my child and family.

In addition, I learned during the 8/16 school committee that about 90-95% Medfield middle and high school students are 
vaccinated with at least their first dose and 96% of teachers are vaccinated. This is well above the herd immunity that 
CDC/Fauci has requested to have. If this is the case, the district should be in good shape with minimal concern of rising 
infections. Why are you discriminating against the roughly 6% of children in the school who either have chosen for medical, 
religious, or personal reasons to not get the vaccine and therefore must be masked? The district is all about preventing 
discrimination but it is specifically discriminating against a select few kids with this decision.

Lastly, is the district's goal to prevent cases or hospitalization? Because we have repeatedly learned that the majority of 
children will not be hospitalized for Covid and those who could be compromised are immunocompromised and therefore 
should be vaccinated and should wear a mask if they are concerned. We will not prevent cases because the vaccine does 
not prevent transmission, so what is your end game?

In closing, based on zero long term studies of the efficacy and or detrimental effects of masks on children and the 
discrimination against unvaccinated children that carry the same viral load as vaccinated children, I am asking that you 
return the decision to the parents, as the district has done all along with other viruses such as Influenza and RSV.

8/17/2021 21:06:20 briananderi
ca@comca
st.net

Reilly Erica Medfield High School I want to make sure kids stay in school. If that means wearing masks and doing pool
Testing then let’s do it. We can not go back to last year. They missed too much. I want to make sure we avoid having kids 
in quarantine if they are exposed to covid. 

8/17/2021 23:14:21 carolleewal
ker@hotma
il.com

Roux Carol Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Thank you for holding the parent forum last night.
One of the points raised was about unvaccinated unmasked students eating and talking in the cafeteria and at snack time 
in close proximity to each other. And I was wondering if any precautions could be put in place to prevent the spread of the 
virus this way?
Regarding masks, I absolutely am for universal masking at school to:
- prevent spread of virus or lower the ‘dose’ of virus inhaled
- continue education throughout the year, avoiding shutdowns due to high incidents. Massachusetts cases are predicted to 
rise this fall and winter.
- follow the American Academy of Pediatrics and CDC recommendations 
- prevent breakthrough cases
- make public education safe environment for all pupils and staff, including those with compromised immune systems
- prevent spread to unvaccinated family/friends/society from school, as little difference  in viral loads of vaccinated and 
unvaccinated students when infected
- follow the largest school district in Massachusetts, Boston Public Schools, requiring all students and staff to be masked
- follow the many colleges and universities who are re-imposing immediate mask mandate across the country including in 
New England
- decrease some student and parent anxiety
I guess by saying K-6 need to be masked we are all agreeing that masks work - the sticking point is can vaccinated people 
get and spread delta. I feel there is strong medical evidence to say that they can. 
Thank you 😊 

8/18/2021 8:04:57 ddailey.
home@gm
ail.com

Dailey Dave Medfield High School I fully agree with guidance - students that are vaccinated should not have to wear masks and should not be penalized by 
wearing masks to protect those who have decided NOT to get vaccinated.  Students and teachers should wear masks only 
if they feel the need - it should not be mandated.  The risk to students (Age 0-19 population) is negligible with zero deaths 
and minimal hospitalizations YTD in Massachusetts.
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8/18/2021 9:08:55 kristengord
on2010@g
mail.com

Gordon Kristen Memorial, Wheelock Dear Medfield School Committee,

We strongly believe that the Medfield school system should follow the CDC and AAP guidelines during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Masks should be worn by all students, teachers, and staff at least in classrooms of students who do not yet 
qualify for the vaccine, including the Integrated Preschool.

The CDC clearly states that vaccinated adults can pass the Delta variant to unvaccinated children. We know how masks 
work; both parties need to be wearing them to maximize their effectiveness. It is unconscionable to take away our children’
s protections and hope for the best. Additionally, young children (like the Memorial preschoolers) will be less likely to wear 
a mask correctly if the grownups in the room are not doing it also.

We also support that lunch should be in the classroom to prevent spread. All the other measures and sacrifices will be in 
vain if children are maskless in a crowded lunchroom. This is not forever but it needs to be done during a surge that is 
putting kids in Intensive Care Units throughout the country. 

We’ve come so close and our children have sacrificed so much. It’s our duty to protect them until they too can be protected 
by the vaccine. The CDC and AAP are the experts in protecting our children’s health and their guidance needs to be 
followed.

We not only ask but beg you for your continued leadership. Please protect our children.

Sincerely,
Kristen and Chris Gordon
69 Colonial Road
Medfield, MA 02052
*Parents of students at the Wheelock and Memorial Integrated Preschool

8/18/2021 11:21:02 lrcostello@
gmail.com

Costello Lauren Memorial I support universal masking for all staff and students regardless of vaccination status.  The data from Israel and now the 
CDC recommendations support this position.  It is clear that despite being vaccinated, you can be infected by and transmit 
the Delta variant and we need to protect unvaccinated and medically vulnerable students and family members.   

I attended the school committee meeting on Monday and heard from some parents whose children will be attending 
preschool with mine and could not wear masks for various reasons.  I had, perhaps naively, assumed that all unvaccinated 
children would be wearing masks and am wondering how exceptions will be handled in the classroom.  

Please share the protocol for reducing exposure to students from their peers with mask waivers.  

I appreciate the enormousness of the task at hand and am grateful for your leadership.
8/18/2021 13:17:20 megan.

repoff@gm
ail.com

Repoff Megan Wheelock Thank you for giving parents the opportunity to provide their questions and concerns. My daughter will be in 2nd grade at 
Wheelock in September and last year she was part of Cohort D. I have concerns regarding the students eating indoors or 
having mask breaks without any social distancing. I understand the desire to return to normal and the logistical challenges 
this might impose. If social distancing is not possible for all students during these times, would it at least be possible to set 
aside a “socially distanced” table similar to the “peanut free” tables used at lunch (or a separate room if that is not 
possible)? This would allow an extra layer of protection for those in our school community who are the most vulnerable- 
either students in school with underlying medical conditions or who have family at home with underlying conditions. COVID 
is ever changing and with the increased contagiousness of the Delta variant along with the Biden administration 
announcement today that booster shots will be needed, it is important that we continue to protect those that are the most 
vulnerable. 

8/18/2021 13:35:30 usmcdrew0
5@mac.
com

Corrigan Andrew Memorial, Wheelock Why don't you send out a survey asking what parents want? And then release the results. I do not want my kids to wear 
masks. They don't either and wouldn't comply.  Keep DESEs "strong recommendation" and let me decide what is best for 
us.

8/18/2021 13:39:06 jackiencorri
gan@gmail
.com

Corrigan Jackie Memorial, Wheelock https://fortune.com/2021/08/12/as-delta-infections-spiked-covid-cases-in-schools-actually-fell-a-lesson-from-england/

More MA schools are sticking with DESE's "strong recommendation" and not forcing kids to mask.  Take the burden off the 
kids now!  BE BRAVE. 
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8/18/2021 15:09:18 jbrajtbord@
gmail.com

Brajtbord Jonathan Memorial, Wheelock there should not be masks in the classrooms at all. covid poses little risk to kids. According to cdc data, more kids died of 
the flu 2018-2019 than have died from covid in the past 18 months. 
No one was arguing to place masks on these kids at that time. 

if teachers are worried about covid, vaccines are available to them. 

thank you. 

8/18/2021 15:22:24 sara.kelly.
becker@g
mail.com

Becker Sara Wheelock I was not able to attend the forum, but wanted to share my opinion. I strongly hope that masks are required for all schools 
in which children are not able to be fully vaccinated. 

The DESE guidance (based on the most recent scientific data from CDC and weighing all factors to keep kids aligned to "in 
person" learning has recommended "This fall, DESE and DPH strongly recommend that all students in kindergarten 
through grade 6
wear masks when indoors, except students who cannot do so due to medical conditions or
behavioral needs. Masks are not necessary outdoors and may be removed while eating indoors"

To create guidance based on other opinions would open the district up to risk including potential liability.  

The individual voices in this town are not all experts in fields related to this discussion.  I wouldn't ask the town how to build 
a space capsule to the moon, I would relay on organizations with experience in this area to build the plan. Similarly, relying 
on DESE guidance for school masking requirements is the smart option.   

The voices in this town don't have to "like" the mask recommendation, but they do need to abide by it.  I don't "like" taking 
my shoes off when going through airport security, but I understand that I have to do it if I want to get on a plane.  

Additionally, my 7th grader is not attending Blake next year, but I wanted to share the following for your consideration.  His 
school is requiring everyone to be vaccinated and we needed to upload his vaccine card to the nurse.  For Medfield public 
schools, I would recommend that for students who are eligible to be vaccinated, the town requires proof of vaccination (just 
like it does for other vaccinations, it's not a "privacy" issue) so that the school nurse can pass on information to the 
teachers about the kids in their classes who should be masked in order to comply with the wear a mask or be vaccinated 
DESE recommendation. Otherwise you have no enforcement mechanism other than the "honor system" and that could 
also open up the school to risk for not monitoring/enforcing who should be masked. 

8/18/2021 17:41:39 ikourtis@ve
rizon.net

Kourtis Isabella Medfield High School I feel if the kids in the HS are vaccinated then they shouldn’t have to wear a mask. That’s why they got vaccinated. I also 
feel teachers or anyone who works in the schools shouldn’t have to wear a mas k if he or she is vaccinated. 

8/19/2021 9:57:29 brassilkare
n@gmail.
com

Brassil Karen Medfield High School I believe that masks should NOT be required for vaccinated students 

8/19/2021 10:19:25 kirstenjlang
don@gmail
.com

Langdon Kirsten Memorial, Wheelock Given growing concerns related to the delta variant, and that all kids under 12 are currently unvaccinated, I feel strongly 
that children in this age group should be required to wear a mask when inside at school.  This is the safest way for kids to 
remain in in-person learning.

8/19/2021 11:11:14 laurenliljegr
en@gmail.
com

Lauren Liljegren Blake Middle School Please allow masks to be optional for all students.

8/19/2021 11:12:04 lbeitelspac
her@babso
n.edu

Beitelspacher Lauren Memorial, Dale Street I would love for my children to wear masks and for all unvaccinated individuals to wear a mask. 

8/19/2021 11:13:27 noumansye
d7@hotmai
l.com

Syed Nouman Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

Please communicate to the parents readiness state with all teachers and staff being fully vaccinated. With Delta and now 
Theta, are we mandating mask on and similar setup as the last school year? The teens in Blake and above are the most 
vulnerable and that included my son at Blake. 

8/19/2021 11:13:41 cpgcio@ya
hoo.com

Lindgren Eric Medfield High School No masks.    The statistics in MA do not support the need to put our children through this yet again.  
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8/19/2021 11:14:00 iva.
luckens@g
mail.com

Luckens Ivelina Blake Middle School Please require masks for ALL students K-12. At least until all are eligible and become vaccinated. 

8/19/2021 11:14:01 nicoleharter
y@gmail.
com

Hartery Nicole Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

As a parent who has three children(under 12yo) in three different Medfield schools, we are FULLY in favor of universal 
masking for all.  Anything we can do to keep our children in school this year is fine by us!  We thank you all for your time 
and dedication that you put into ensuring our children our safe.  

8/19/2021 11:14:02 sholman13
39@gmail.
com

Chapple Sarah Memorial We do not want our child wearing a mask at school while sitting at her desk.  We feel there is no need for this as long as 
the desks separated by 3 feet.  This is the plan for restaurants and it seems silly for her to wear one at school, but not at a 
restaurant!  We would understand that wearing masks may be necessary during transitions (walking in line).  

8/19/2021 11:14:22 k2four95@
yahoo.com

Macpherson Jeremy Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I'm voting for no masks this school year in any school. Make it optional, not mandated.

8/19/2021 11:14:25 jkmcdonald
530@veriz
on.net

McDonald Kathy Medfield High School I’ll support the schools’ decision ultimately, however, I’d like to allow fully vaccinated individuals the decision to mask or not 
while in school. Thank you! 

8/19/2021 11:14:31 daniellefett
er@hotmail
.com

Fetter Danielle Dale Street Please do not force masks on child.  Parents should have the right to choose if their child is masked or not.

8/19/2021 11:14:59 mikehartery
@gnail.
com

Hartery Mike Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

We are fully in favor of masking for everyone. Thanks.

8/19/2021 11:15:06 tarammed
@yahoo.
com

Oliveto Tata Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Please do masking!!!! If not universal at least for those unvaccinated!!

8/19/2021 11:15:35 katefratar@
gmail.com

Fratar Kate Memorial Please mandate masks! It will be so hard to explain to my five year old why she has to wear a mask if other children are 
not. It is the only rational choice to keep everyone safe. Nothing is 100% but why would we not mitigate risk as much as we 
possibly can?

8/19/2021 11:16:01 stephanie.
stanfield@
dhsalesco
mpany.com

Stanfield Stephanie Medfield High School Even though my student is vaccinated, I think all students should wear masks as well as teachers. I also think students 
should eat at school and NOT have to have their desks far apart or social distance like last year. Just wear masks. 

8/19/2021 11:16:56 neebfamily
@msn.com

Neeb Halle Medfield High School As Medfield’s Covid/Delta numbers remain low, I encourage the High School to allow vaccinated children to go unmasked 
for school and sports.  

8/19/2021 11:17:50 erica.
han@ropes
gray.com

Han Erica Memorial, Wheelock I am extremely concerned about the safety of the unvaccinated students at Memorial and Wheelock.  As families with 
children under 12 have no option to obtain vaccines for those children, our family urges the school committee to follow 
CDC guidance and require masks for all students, faculty, and staff at Memorial and Wheelock as well as on busses 
(including when bus drivers are driving alone in empty busses prior to picking up students).  We also ask for all additional 
safety measures, such as sanitizing, hand washing, and opening windows / being outside as much as possible.  We 
thought the schools and the school committee did an excellent job of keeping our children and community safe during the 
last school year, and ask that you please continue to be vigilant as the Delta variant only increases risk for our youngest 
population.  Thank you!

8/19/2021 11:18:35 jenamenar
d@gmail.
com

Menard Jennifer Medfield High School I'm sorry you are dealing with these issues yet again this school year. I've watched my high schoolers, during their most 
important academic years, suffer physically and emotionally as a result of this pandemic. Those of us who heeded the 
guidance and got our children vaccinated did so to enable us to try to get back to some sense of normalcy. Please do NOT 
make vaccinated children wear masks to school or during sports- they are impeding our children's ability to learn and 
communicate (vital skills for their future). They are also introducing even more germs into their system with the constant re-
adjusting of the masks and the respiratory implications of these masks. As you have told us all along school transmission 
has not been an issue, and, with pool testing we should be able to catch any cases that may crop up. 

8/19/2021 11:19:06 Dolanandc
ompany5@
gmail.com

Dolan Christne Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

No masks required for any vaccinated persons; vaccinated individual choosing if they want to....

8/19/2021 11:19:17 adamhfree
dman@gm
ail.com

Freedman Adam Memorial Despite the guidance, we are in favor of no mask use in the schools. After almost 18 months of masking up, we feel the 
emotional and social damage to the kids is outweighing the benefits of the masks. Especially considering the vaccination 
rate in Massachusetts. Thank you. 
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8/19/2021 11:19:43 erinvia@ya
hoo.com

Via Erin Medfield High School We would like to abide by the CDC guidelines heading back into the school year and see masks required as 
recommended, even for vaccinated individuals if that is the current guidance.

8/19/2021 11:21:36 marionbon
oldi@yaho
o.com

Bonoldi Marion Medfield High School Masks for only the unvaccinated. 

8/19/2021 11:22:23 jablonskibe
thany@gm
ail.com

Jablonski Bethany Wheelock, Dale Street Masks for all for safety and  to avoid shutdown and virtual learning. 

8/19/2021 11:22:42 caseymeg
@msn.com

Jackson Meghan Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

We would feel most comfortable if everyone started the year masked

8/19/2021 11:23:26 jvsstein@y
ahoo.com

Baker Julie Blake Middle School I don’t think there should be a mask mandate. Follow DESE guidelines - strong recommendation only. 

8/19/2021 11:24:22 ehlarowe@
gmail.com

LaRowe Elizabeth Dale Street, Medfield 
High School

Given the rise in Delta variant activity, I think students should be required to wear masks - especially at the elementary 
level. High school/middle school - perhaps start with masks for the first month or two until we see community transmission 
dropping, and then if numbers are low enough, eliminate mask requirement in older grades.

8/19/2021 11:24:45 laurarzaks
@gmail.
com

Zaks Laura Memorial, Wheelock With children who are too young to be vaccinated, please make masks in their schools mandatory. They (and their peers, 
teachers, and administrators) did a phenomenal job of staying safe, learning, and building a kind school community last 
year. They can do it again with our love and support.

8/19/2021 11:25:10 Becky.
Erlichman
@gmail.
com

Erlichman Rebecca Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

Public health means everyone making a personal sacrifice for the common good. Masks are proven to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. Masks must be mandated indoors for all students, K-8, because not everyone in these buildings is eligible for 
the vaccine. Once the vaccine is approved for ages 5-11 and once the current surge in cases due to Delta has subsided 
then it makes sense to revisit this requirement. My recommendation is masks mandated K-12 to start and then choose 
dates to reevaluate based on the community positivity rate and the vaccine eligibility status. 

8/19/2021 11:25:18 katrinakelly
myers@gm
ail.com

Myers Katrina Memorial, Wheelock Thank you so much for your ongoing efforts to enable our children to get back to school in a safe and sensible way. We are 
very grateful for the enormous amount of time and planning put into everything. It is so unfortunate that these issues have 
created such a divide among residents and parents and I applaud you for handling such extreme views with such poise. 
I greatly value the recommendations put out there by the experts and believe our town has done a wonderful job following 
science and data. I would love for my children to be in school full time, no matter what that may take - everyone in masks, 
using partitions, sending my kids in hazmat suits 🤣, etc. I do think with the delta variant it would be smart to have all 
children masked (that are unable to be vaccinated yet) and also the teachers since they could potentially spread the virus 
even if they are vaccinated. 
Thank you again for all that you guys are doing.

8/19/2021 11:27:04 jrossi24@y
ahoo.com

Romiti Jennie Memorial, Wheelock Medfield was in good shape last year due to the polices and processes they have in place.  Personally I would like to see 
my children wearing a mask as well as their teachers regardless of vaccination status.  Without as much distancing in place 
I feel like everyone would be safer wearing masks to start.  As the year progresses and younger kids are vaccinated, I 
would feel comfortable with the mask requirement being relaxed.  The other thing that does make me a little anxious is the 
kids eating in the cafeteria.  I worry that younger kids especially are always talking while eating and spitting as they talk so I 
would be concerned with germs spreading.  I am hoping to see the testing with the younger kids though so we can really 
get a sense of whether or not there is a spread in school.  Overall I feel like Medfield did an amazing job last year at 
keeping everyone safe the best that they could.  
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8/19/2021 11:27:13 julie.
obbagy@g
mail.com

Obbagy Julie Memorial, Dale Street Thank you for taking comments, and for all of your hard work! Please consider masking requirements for the entire MPS 
school community, preschool-12, regardless of vaccination status. 

In addition, please consider implementing more conservative policies for lunch and snack periods, particularly for children 
in k-6, who have not been vaccinated. Eating outdoors and distanced meals, at least initially, seems like an approach that 
can prevent possible spread. Given data showing the spread of COVID that occurs with indoor dining, it is reasonable to 
assume that spread could occur in a school setting during meal and snack time. 

I trust that masking requirements can be routinely revisited, taking into consideration changes in COVID case rates, 
vaccination status, and availability of vaccines for 6-11 year old children. Also, while I understand concerns for some 
children, for whom masking is not possible or could introduce an educational risk, I trust that the District will implement 
appropriate accommodations for those children. 

Given the spread of the delta variant and data regarding waning vaccine immunity, starting the year with a more 
conservative masking policy, district-wide, may allow us to avoid community spread, infection of our more vulnerable 
residents/students/staff, and learning loss due to quarantine. 

8/19/2021 11:27:16 jss@brplus
a.com

Sanderson John Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School, Medfield High 
School

Massachusetts has high vaccination rates. PLEASE do not mask ANY student.

8/19/2021 11:27:17 ppaparazzo
@yahoo.
com

Skloff Phyllis Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I would like all kids to wear a mask while at school. I have 2 kids (one vaccinated/one not old enough). I want the kids to be 
at school 5 days a week learning and socializing with their friends. I do not think it's necessary to risk getting the Delta 
variant. Please enforce mask wearing.  Thanks

8/19/2021 11:27:28 joshuastefa
nik@hotma
il.com

Stefanik Joshua Memorial Public health measures are most effective when 100% of a population participates. I think we can learn a lot from what is 
going on in the south as well. Without universal making, we will end up with spread in the school with associated 
quarantines, shutdowns, etc. We all want our kids in school and Medfield did a great job last winter and spring keeping our 
kids in school with universal making. it seems to make the most sense to continue these policies at the start of the school 
year and re-evaluate regularly. Masking should be required by all that are around our young kids who are not protected by 
the vaccine. This is what I am most concerned about. The older kids where vaccines may be at a high level the guidance 
and recommendations may be different. 

8/19/2021 11:29:15 cozorte@h
otmail.com

Devlin Elizabeth Memorial Until our children are fully vaccinated, I feel strongly that masks should be required inside at all times (when possible). 
Thank you.

8/19/2021 11:29:43 eristirenfam
ily@gmail.
con

Eristiren Dilara Blake Middle School I would feel comfortable sending both of my daughters to school with their masks and think mask should be a mandate for 
all children

8/19/2021 11:32:16 howleyrene
e@yahoo.
com

Howley Renee Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

I would like to see no mask requirement for our vaccinated children, especially at the high school level.  Thank you.
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8/19/2021 11:33:39 pattiallan@
gmail.com

Allan Patti Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

First off, I'm so sorry that you have to make these decisions and I appreciate all of the time and effort that the entire 
committee (as well as Dr. Marsden) is putting into keeping our kids in-person and safe. I really thought with the vaccines 
that we would be in a different situation this fall, but here we are. 

I'm personally not interested in engaging in debates on facebook or otherwise, but I would still like to make my views 
known to the committee. I'd like to submit a request that we start the year masked (especially in the lower grades where the 
children do not yet have a choice to be vaccinated) and see how it goes. 

Medfield fared pretty well during the last school year due to your reasonable and researched approach (masking, pool 
testing, ventilation, etc). With the (more transmissible) Delta Variant giving us more unknowns, especially as it relates to 
child transmission & infection, I'd prefer to be on the safe side and follow the procedures that were in place at the end of 
last year - at least for a few months - and then re-evaluate. I have no idea what to do about the cafeteria... seems risky to 
have all the kids unmasked, talking and eating, but who knows.

I'd love to see increased pool testing, and by that I mean offering it at the elementary level AND somehow increasing the 
percentage of children participating. 

Thank you again for all that you do. People are going to complain (some more loudly than others) no matter what the 
decision ends up being. I'd prefer to err on the side of caution to keep the kids & teachers safe and in-school. 

8/19/2021 11:34:18 erinm.
schoenfeld
@gmail.
com

Schoenfeld Erin Wheelock, Medfield High 
School

Something that we are struggling with in our home is the fact that we have a child who is too young to be vaccinated (but 
will be masked at school) and two older children who, while vaccinated, will be in school around unmasked students. There 
is medical evidence that the delta variant is being spread by those who are vaccinated, either by mild cases or through a 
symptomatic spread. It concerns us that our younger child could potentially become ill because of exposure from our older 
children who are in a school where universal masking is not the protocol. There must be other families in the MPS system 
who have similar situations where you have younger siblings and older siblings are in different school with different 
protocols in place and I am concerned this could lead to potential spread in the younger unvaccinated population. I know 
we are all sick of wearing a masks, but I truly support universal masking to start the school year until we gain more 
information about the spread of the delta variant and potentially begin to see a plan moving forward with booster 
vaccinations. Obviously data and information continue to evolve and we need to be patient in making sure decisions are 
being made based on research and evidence from credible sources, while also protecting the most vulnerable among us. 
As a registered nurse, married to a surgeon and prolific medical researcher, I support universal masking across all grades 
and including staff as we begin the 2021-2022 school year. Thank you for you attention and continued dedication to getting 
our children back in school safely. 

8/19/2021 11:34:25 cdemello@
gmail.com

Demello Caren Dale Street I think kids should be required to wear masks to prevent respiratory illnesses 

8/19/2021 11:37:34 ksnovak30
@gmail.
com

Novak Katie Memorial, Dale Street I would strongly advocate for universal masking for K-12 when inside regardless of vaccination status until our k-6 students 
can get the vaccination.  For lunch, please consider social distancing, eating outside whenever possible, and really think 
about returning to the cafeteria at this time- this gives me anxiety.  I worry about spread during lunch.  I am ok with 
students being unmasked outside and at recess.  Thank you for all you do.  This is an incredibly hard task to have to 
manage and I appreciate all of the School Committee Members and Dr. Marsden.  

Just for context, I work at Milton Academy and all members (fac, staff, students, etc.) K-12 will be masked when indoors 
regardless of vaccination status.  

8/19/2021 11:38:03 sarahdwoo
druff@gmai
l.com

Woodruff Sarah Memorial As a nurse practitioner in the medical ICU at one of the large Boston hospitals, I have seen the worst of the havoc this virus 
wreaks. As parents and educators, I think we all agree that the health of our children is paramount. Remote schooling was 
a challenge their emotional health, but I don’t think mask wearing has negatively impacted their emotional or social well-
being, and has unquestionably helped protect their physical health. My child has grown and thrived despite having to wear 
a mask. I feel strongly that a mask mandate needs to be in place for the upcoming school year, and I think we must also 
allow for the possible return of social distancing requirements in the event of another case surge.

Thank you for your consideration. 
8/19/2021 11:38:17 jredds1968

@gmail.
com

Reddy Jim Medfield High School Vaccinated students should not be mandated to wear a mask. 
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8/19/2021 11:38:20 apjw79@ya
hoo.com

Chin Amanda Blake Middle School I commend the staff and administrators for all the work they have done to keep the students and staff safe and learning 
during a very challenging year. I wish to see the same Health and Safety Measures and communications to the parents 
from the last term of the 2020-2021 school year continue in the fall of 2021. Despite the older kids having the opportunity to 
get vaccinated, I feel keeping the prior measures will make the kids safer in midst of a very spreadable delta variant stage. 
Aligning with recommendations of the CDC and American Board of Pediatrics makes sense.  My child is excited about 
going back to school. I hope the school chooses a cautious approach. Thank you.

8/19/2021 11:39:02 coulyn10@
yahoo.com

Dee Courtney Wheelock I support the mask mandate for student K-6 until guidance from MDPH/DESE changes.

8/19/2021 11:41:05 fwoodley.
fw@gmail.
com

Woodley Felicia Dale Street I feel that CDC Recommendations should be followed. My child is 10 years old, and unvaccinated. Why risk his health and 
the health of his peers, and their families. Please follow the guidelines. 

8/19/2021 11:47:58 Ipneuringer
@gmail.
com

Neuringer Isabel Medfield High School I support NO mask requirements for children who are vaccinated

8/19/2021 11:50:35 jackbake24
@yahoo.
com

Baker Jack Blake Middle School I believe there should be no mask mandates.  If an individual wants to wear a mask that is their right just as an individual 
who does not want to wear a mask has that right.

8/19/2021 11:50:38 ellen.w.
gelinas@g
mail.com

Gelinas Ellen Memorial I feel most comfortable with my first grader who is obviously unvaccinated to be masked indoors. I would also feel most 
comfortable with everyone at memorial being masked. I have had a few friends who were fully vaccinated but did get covid 
and pass it along to their children. I have a 6 month old baby at home and I am concerned that if the school isn’t fully 
masked, he might bring something home. Last year I felt that kids did a wonderful job with masks and they were happy to 
just be in school with their friends. I think keeping windows open, masks breaks and activities/ lessons or lunch outside is a 
great way to take a break from masks. Thank you for all that you do to keep our children safe. 

8/19/2021 11:53:13 claudianros
en@gmail.
com

Rosen Claudia Medfield High School I would like Universal masking

8/19/2021 11:53:40 jpalladino7
1@hotmail.
com

Palladino Janet Medfield High School My daughter is vaccinated and would learn more easily without wearing a mask to school.

8/19/2021 11:54:10 bob.
delt@gmail
.com

Turner Robert Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

Please develop metrics for when restrictions will be lifted. Decisions should be based on data and not emotions. 
Restrictions should be lifted when certain conditions are met that were determined in advanced to avoid confusion, politics 
and emotional disagreements. 

8/19/2021 11:54:42 bekah.
sherman@
gmail.com

Rice Rebekah Memorial I wholly support the recommendations of the CDC, American Academy of Pediatrics and Massachusetts Medical Society 
for masking of all individuals within schools buildings regardless of vaccination status. 

My priority is healthy students and staff in school FULL TIME for in person learning. I fully believe that we all have that is 
common goal.

Masking is a low to no cost strategy for the district. We know it works to reduce outbreaks. Any drawbacks of district wide 
indoor masking are completely outweighed by the opportunity for full time in person learning. 

Please follow the recommendations of the medical community in regards to disease outbreak risk reduction.
8/19/2021 12:00:19 andrewrave

npalmer@y
ahoo.com

Palmer Andrew Wheelock, Dale Street Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  I am supportive of masks while indoors but not supportive of masks outdoors.  I 
also strongly believe the plexi glass needs to be removed so the children can hear and see the teachers better.  I 
understand why the plexi glass was introduced last year but I believe we are at a point where it is no longer necessary, and 
certainly that the educational costs outweigh the very slight reduction in risk.  

8/19/2021 12:01:48 kristin.
zepp@gma
il.com

Reitz Kristin Memorial, Wheelock I would like to see children wearing masks in school when in the classroom, but hope they can be mask free outside and 
when at recess. I do think they should be masked on the bus as well. Thank you. 

8/19/2021 12:03:34 jenmynaha
n@gmail.
com

Mynahan Jennifer Blake Middle School For a safe reopening I would hope that Medfield would put masks in place K-12, since we have learned that vaccinated 
people can transmit Covid 19 and since students will be participating in sports and activities outside of town there is chance 
of transmission happening indoors without masks… kids want to be in school and think best plan to allow them to be full in 
person is to have masks on. Thanks for all your work and thoughtful discussion to take good care of the students and staff, 
I appreciate all that you are doing.
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8/19/2021 12:05:13 michael.j.
polak@gm
ail.com

Polak Michael Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

I believe that the school department should do all it can to create a safe learning environment for all students.  In-person 
learning is so critical.  Masks have proven to be an effective measure to control the spread of the virus, and as such the 
students in the elementary schools, all of whom are unvaccinated and vulnerable, should wear them.  Due to the measures 
taken, the school department was successful last year in limiting the spread within the school buildings.     

8/19/2021 12:12:16 cbkeefe@y
ahoo.com

Keefe Carolyn Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School, Medfield 
High School

I am strongly in favor of universal masking indoors. All schools, all students and adults regardless of vaccination status. It 
seems like the safest way to protect everyone against the Delta variant. Thank you! 

8/19/2021 12:12:31 brian.j.rice.
4@gmail.
com

Rice Brian Memorial I wholly support the recommendations of the CDC, American Academy of Pediatrics and Massachusetts Medical Society 
for masking of all individuals within schools buildings regardless of vaccination status. 

My priority is healthy students and staff in school FULL TIME for in person learning. I fully believe that we all have that as 
common goal.

Masking is a low to no cost strategy for the district. We know it works to reduce outbreaks. Any drawbacks of district wide 
indoor masking are completely outweighed by the opportunity for full time in person learning. 

Please follow the recommendations of the medical community in regards to disease outbreak risk reduction.
8/19/2021 12:14:29 kdlusby@g

mail.com
Lusby Keith Medfield High School Thank you for the webinar.  I support the guidance presented regarding masking - essentially mandatory for K-6 and 

unvaccinated students, optional for vaccinated students.  Perfectly balances fairness and safety.
8/19/2021 12:21:26 wrkrbee1@

aol.com
Roderick Kathy Wheelock i SUPPORT UNIVERSAL MASKING FOR all students and staff  k-6 - Concerns regarding open Cafeteria with no 

distancing - keep lunch in the classrooms or outside - thank you for all you do for us!
8/19/2021 12:29:43 nkufferman

@hotmail.
com

Kufferman Nancy Blake Middle School An optional mask policy does not protect anyone.  All should be required to wear masks regardless of vaccination status.  I 
would take it further and put all non vaccinated kids together and social distanced from vaccinated people.  This is my 
office policy. If kids have medical or IEP challenges wearing masks a no mask classroom could be set up to provide 
accommodations with a parent waiver.  They should be required to wear masks in all common areas.  Or they can have a 
virtual option like last year.  Non mask adopters should not be allowed to put teachers, staff and others at risk!

8/19/2021 12:31:07 amandajcro
wley@gmai
l.com

Macbeth Amanda Memorial The duty of those who make decisions about our children in schools is to keep everyone's safety a number one priority. If 
we keep the focus on SAFETY, that means masks for the unvaccinated, full stop. My kids aren't old enough for a vaccine 
but are certainly able to get very sick. They won't be able to learn if they're ill/hospitalized, so a mask is a small price to pay 
for health and learning - a price they barely even notice.

8/19/2021 12:41:19 alexiskhill
@gmail.
com

Hill Alexis Dale Street Honestly, I am saddened and angry that I am having to write less than two weeks before the start of school to urge 
Medfield to follow CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics guidelines.  Does the Medfield school system *really* think it 
knows better than either the CDC or the American Academy of Pediatrics? I thought Medfield prided itself on its school 
system and says it values teachers, yet it is refusing the follow the reasonable masking and vaccination requests of the MA 
Teachers Association?  I know of two teachers who will quite if CDC guidelines can't be followed.

I am dumb-founded, and I apparently disillusioned.  Not everything is up for a democratic vote and a candidate for 
kowtowing to the lowest common denominator, and I thought basic public health would fall in both of those categories.  The 
Medfield school system went to so much trouble over the last 18 months to get this far to now throw in the towel?  Less 
than two weeks away from what I thought would be the start of school, my wife is considering having my son lose yet 
another ENTIRE school year, either attempting to home school him which is absurd or attempting to get him into a private 
school that values its students safety, which is essentially impossible at this late date and by no means affordable, 
particularly after the financial devastation of the last 18 months.  

If Medfield thinks building a new Dale is expensive and wrought with drama, does it not think litigation over wrongful death 
or permanent disability due to callous disregard for public safety when it is beyond reasonably foreseeable that a 
Provincetown breakthrough can easily happen will not be expensive?  How expensive would it be in the court of public 
opinion? Has Medfield's legal counsel suggested the school system roll the dice and endanger those who are 
immunosuppressed in school despite multiple valid arguments that the ADA does cover such a scenario?  I can think of a 
dozen different legal theories on which very strong cases can be made after the fact once we lose someone to death or 
permanent disability.  Why should we even entertain getting to such a point?  Because certain loud bullies with pockets 
sponsored by national right-wing organizations say so?  I thought we were teaching our children to be upstanders and not 
let bullies rule the day.  Or is that just what we say but don't do?  The Medfield school system knows what the right thing to 
do is.  Please do it.
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8/19/2021 12:42:12 kevengalla
gher@yaho
o.com

Gallagher Keven Medfield High School Although my sophomore and senior are fully vaccinated, I would prefer they be required to wear mask. I do not wish hybrid 
again and feel masked and vaccinated are the only way to help mitigate this risk. Thanks, Keven Gallagher, Ryan and Liam 
Gallagher's mom

8/19/2021 12:42:28 shannyla14
3@gmail.
com

LaBarre Shannon Wheelock, Dale Street I am nervous about the mask mandate, over the summer children have gotten quite used to not wearing masks and a 
touch of normalcy which they have been craving. My children have always relied heavily on reading peoples facial 
expressions in social interactions. My son has what appears to be Aspergers and my daughter is visually impaired. Social 
relationships are something they work very hard to achieve and maintain. Last year my daughter broke down in tears 
several times, because she couldn’t tell if her friends were receptive to her, as she couldn’t see their facial expressions. 
Masks have taken that from them, leaving them anxious and insecure about social situations. I can’t, in good conscience, 
force them in to another year of anxiety and uncertainty. 

8/19/2021 12:42:30 ian.e.
rea@gmail.
com

Rea Ian Memorial, Wheelock I do not know the right answers here, but it seems dubious to me that my fellow town citizens will be better informed than 
those whose profession it is to determine public health guidance.  I would therefore encourage those deciding on school 
policy to follow the relevant public health guidance as precisely as possible.  The balance of community opinion on this 
matter will be unlikely to provide a better outcome than the consensus of well-informed, knowledgeable experts.  

If this public feedback process is about making people feel like they had some input into what you were going to do 
anyway, I suppose that may be worthwhile, but I worry that giving a voice to the under-informed (myself included) may 
muddy the waters.  Please have the courage to avoid letting the loudest voices drown out those with the actual scientific 
knowledge, even if doing so may feel more politically palatable.  The safety and well-being of our children is too important 
to entrust to the average opinion of the non-expert public.  We have public health experts for a reason.

8/19/2021 12:42:55 malcarez24
5@gmail.
com

Alcarez Mark Blake Middle School I am. OK with my son attending full time without a mask. He's vaccinated and he'll get a booster if and when available. 

8/19/2021 12:43:04 megwnelso
n@gmail.
com

Nelson Brent and 
Meg

Wheelock We feel that young students (below grade 3) should be unmasked; there should be no vaccine mandate for teachers or 
students. 

8/19/2021 12:43:14 spk02052
@gmail.
com

Kennedy Sean Medfield High School I'm glad to see the plan is built around maximizing in-person learning. I'd emphasize the needs of kids for in-person 
socialization as well. The guidance seems reasonable, especially in a town where the vaccination rates are so high. 
However, if there has to be some degree of additional masking to make in-person happen, or to make the town comfortable 
with it happening, then so be it.

8/19/2021 12:43:28 tanya.
dacosta@h
otmail.com

Dacosta Tanya Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

Masks should be mandatory for anyone who isn’t vaccinated. We should not be putting children's health at risk. Masks are 
proven to slow the spread. 

8/19/2021 12:45:45 clara2211
@gmail.
com

Fulchino Clara Memorial From what I have seen kids don’t have an issue with wearing masks. Parents are the ones making it an issue. Since the 
number of Covid cases are going up, I believe everyone should have a mask indoors. 

8/19/2021 12:45:55 m.
lowry@me.
com

Lowry Melissa Blake Middle School We currently feel that students and staff should be masked regardless of their vaccination status. 

At the point that the numbers trend down, we can envision that masking could be optional for vaccinated individuals in 
grades where the all of the students are eligible to receive the vaccine. Grades like 6th grade, where only part of the 
population is eligible, should remain masked . Starting middle school is hard enough.

8/19/2021 12:47:31 jboloker@g
mail.com

Boloker Jordana Memorial, Wheelock We need universal masking at schools. I want my children to get the benefit of the great teaching staff and social 
interaction with other students, but that is only possible if everyone masks all the time even the vaccinated staff. My son at 
memorial is physically disabled and would be more exposed to Covid if all staff are not masked. This is especially true for 
Katie Scales the PT who goes to all schools. Our pediatrician has told us none of our children should be in school unless 
everyone is masked. Also, at the school committee meeting people mentioned teachers not being able to teach phonics if 
masked, but in deaf schools they wear transparent masks and the district could easily provide those to teachers in k-2. I 
would hate to have to pull my children out of school.

8/19/2021 12:55:45 andrews51
0@gmail.
com

Andrews Ted Wheelock, Dale Street I just wanted to thank the school committee for all of their work on this difficult, politically fraught question.  I'm grateful that 
the committee has demonstrated a willingness to adhere to sensible public health guidelines based on science, and has 
shown a willingness to revisit those guidelines as research and experience dictates (i.e. masks are not necessary 
outdoors).    

8/19/2021 12:55:49 sjtheall@g
mail.com

Lemke Sarah Wheelock I feel strongly that all students and staff at Wheelock need to be masked, regardless of vaccination status (for adults).  
Thanks! 
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8/19/2021 13:05:01 mfrascella
@gmail.
com

Frascella Matthew Wheelock, Dale Street I advocate for prioritizing the health and safety of our school kids, including masking while indoors

8/19/2021 13:13:59 jlburke6@g
mail.com

Burke Jennifer Memorial I watched the board of health meeting and attended the parent forum on Monday- though I just listened vs commented. My 
concern is we need to be thinking about covid and the risks it currently presents to our unvaccinated children. Not what 
happened last year or with other covid variants. The delta variant is highly transmissible and is being contracted and 
transmitted by fully vaccinated people as well as unvaccinated people. Please mask our children and the adults working 
with them- regardless of vaccination status or health status as outlined by the cdc. Please ensure proper ventilation, 
contract tracing, and distancing. Children should not be sitting facing one another all day. Please ensure frequent mask 
breaks. Most of all- please ensure our kids enjoy school while also staying safe. We all want to see our kids back to normal 
school days but the delta variant, and the lack of vaccine availability for those ages 5-12, just does not make that possible. 
I want to see my son do everything he can do but in a safe way and I believe the school has an obligation to mitigate the 
risk of all the kids contracting covid at school. 

I think these decisions should have been made earlier. Many other districts released their guidelines weeks ago. 
8/19/2021 13:18:41 cathy.

cushing@g
mail.com

Burman Cathleen Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

I love that we do pool testing. Will there be an opportunity to do testing before school starts to mitigate bringing Covid into 
the schools?

8/19/2021 13:23:36 jennjcasey
@gmail.
com

Casey Jennifer Wheelock, Dale Street Kids should be in masks if they are not vaccinated. 

8/19/2021 13:23:41 kegevans
@gmail.
com

Evans Kerry Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

I am not understanding how everyone is over estimating the risks to students and staff from covid-19. You can look at any 
data anywhere and realize that NOTHING needs to be done to further reduce "risk".  Everyone UNDER 70 has a 99.995% 
chance of survival. This is per the CDC's own data. Everyone under 25 has a 99.997% chance of survival. AND there are 
countless treatments for this illness. The only answer is NOT a vaccine. There is NEVER only one answer in medicine. 
Millions of people have cross-immunity from other coronaviruses. Millions are immune because they were exposed to it 
over the past 18 months. The vast majority of us were. Millions will NEVER be susceptible. THERE IS NO REASON to 
continue to treat schools like they are hospital wards where everyone is sick. If someone is not presenting symptoms they 
are SO unlikely to be passing anything around it is not even worth discussing. There has never been one study suggesting 
that healthy people are regularly passing this around. SHOW ME the study if you have it. It does not exist. School should 
be full blown normal in September. All over the country and in Europe it will be. WHY are we so slow to pick up on what is 
actually going on?! 

8/19/2021 13:27:17 rmw_prl@v
erizon.net

Wall Pamela Medfield High School Dr Scott Gottlieb and others have commented on efficacy of non N or KN 95 masks on new delta variant due to viral load of 
new variant.  Most students are not wearing KN95 masks and wear masks not properly fitted.  I would question the choice 
of requiring universal masking given this coupled with the high vaccination rates in Medfield along with pool testing.  Also, I 
would suggest the toll masking has taken on our students mental health and social well being cannot be understated.  I 
have watched my own daughter regress socially and have heard countless stories of otherwise healthy students succumb 
to unexplained mental health concerns.  Lastly, if masks are required K-6 it doesn’t seem wise to require one all day and 
then not require one during lunch which would seem like the most contagious period of transmission while eating/talking.  I 
would think we would just send K-6 students home for lunch like last year??  Sorry, I know this is an impossible dilemma.  
Best, Pam Wall

8/19/2021 13:28:57 kate.
hinrichs@g
mail.com

Hinrichs Kate L.M. Wheelock I am very much in support of mask wearing indoors for our younger kids. Thank you!

8/19/2021 13:32:38 susan_crim
mins@hot
mail.com

Crimmins Susan Medfield High School I support having the vaccinated HS students NOT wearing masks for this coming school year.  I lost my sister to covid in 
May of 2020 so I understand the impact of this virus first hand.  But I also have seen the impact that wearing masks have 
had on the mental health of some of the students combined with the other restrictions that were imposed on them.  It was 
no where close to a "normal" HS experience and they deserve to have that this year.  If parents make the decision not to 
vaccinate their children - and I understand that is their decision even if I don't agree with it - then they need to accept the 
consequences of that decision which should include their children being required to wear masks.  Thank you.
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8/19/2021 13:47:43 kimberly.
gargano@g
mail.com

Gargano Kimberly Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

Thank you all so much for all you are doing for our children during this uncertain and challenging time! We are so 
appreciative! As parents of two children who were in Cohort D this past year (which we loved!!) we are concerned about 
the seeming reduction of safety protocols that will be in place for this upcoming year. We are surprised that a mandated 
mask requirement has not been implemented for all, and would like for there to be a more comprehensive plan for the 
cafeteria when masks will be off. Additionally, we had hoped  that the social distancing plans would still in place along with 
plexiglass still being part of the safety protocols. I think we are just wondering why there are fewer safety measures being 
taken  when we are dealing with a different variant that is more contagious and seems to target children more than the 
alpha strain. Thank you all as always, this is just our two cents and we are certainly very appreciative and grateful for all 
you do everyday!!! Especially in this climate! Wishing you and yours a safe, happy, and healthy year!

8/19/2021 13:59:18 jenkoch@g
mail.com

Koch Jen Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School, Medfield High 
School

My opinion is to continue mask wearing and pool testing. Both reduce transmission, which protects the community and 
keeps the kids in school.  I’m at a loss as to why we would reduce these two proven methods of risk mitigation from the 
spring when the virus is now more transmissible and apparently more of a threat to children. Please please make pool 
testing available at all schools. 

8/19/2021 14:02:36 kristin.l.
kenney@g
mail.com

Martin Kristin Memorial, Wheelock Please listen to the science and mandate vaccines and universal masking PreK-12. This past year or numbers were low 
because we listened to the CDC guidance and it is vital that we continue to protect our community using their 
recommendations. We need to teach or students about social responsibility and our common goal of working together to 
keep everyone safe and healthy. We are a community that needs to stick together and protect each other from the COVID-
19, especially the Delta variant. Using this coming sense approach will send the message that every life is worth saving 
and that we are not willing to sacrifice the vulnerable because it is inconvenient to wear a mask. We need to keep our 
children in school and reducing the risk of transmission/close contacts is the only way to do this. Thank you

8/19/2021 14:05:46 murrett@g
mail.com

Kirkby Michelle Memorial, Wheelock Given the rise of COVID cases I think children 12 and under should wear masks inside school buildings until case numbers 
go back down or until a vaccine is available for children. 

8/19/2021 14:12:41 rothstein1.
home@gm
ail.com

Rothstein Ned Medfield High School Masks MUST be mandatory, and all employees and eligible students MUST be vaccinated. Either we are serious about 
controlling this virus (and its variants), or we are not. Anything less will just make this nightmare last even longer.

8/19/2021 14:29:36 lesleyscier
@gmail.
com

Scier Lesley Medfield High School I feel that vaccinated students and teachers do not need to wear a mask.  

8/19/2021 14:43:58 cyrobertson
01@msn.
com

Robertson Christine Medfield High School I have twins who will be juniors at Medfield High School, both fully vaccinated. My children are well protected from serious 
illness, but are old enough to appreciate that younger children are more vulnerable to infection because they can't yet get 
the vaccine. Both are willing to wear masks in school if it's deemed necessary to protect the entire community, even though 
they are interacting almost entirely with other people who are vaccinated. They would much rather be in school wearing 
masks than risk needing to learn remotely or unknowingly pass on the virus to someone who then gets sick or worse. The 
greatest area of concern in our house is any impact on extracurriculars. My daughter is an active participant in theater. My 
hope is that if most/all theater students are vaccinated, given the very low risk of serious illness, they be able to have "as 
close to normal" a theater experience as possible in the same way that parents of athletes want kids to be able to play 
sports, and parents of younger students feel strongly about group activities and field trips. I also hope that if the decision is 
made to require universal masking, that it is frequently reviewed based on the local data. I work at an independent all boys 
school, 7-12, with a highly vaccinated student population. Our administration is fortunate enough to be advised by a parent 
who is the Director of Infectious Diseases at a highly respected hospital in Boston and based on his recommendation and 
other guidance, the school is starting with universal masking regardless of vaccination status for at least the first couple 
weeks of school because of the contagiousness of the Delta variant and the possibility that we will see a surge of infections 
here in Massachusetts in mid to late September. I know Medfield may not have the same resources and flexibility to 
reassess on a weekly basis the need for masks for those who are vaccinated, but this does seem like a fluid situation that 
will require being able to pivot as new data -whether positive or negative - (and even new variants) emerge over the course 
of the year. Medfield is such a great community and I think this is the key word, "community;" it's not about me or you, but 
about what is the most reasonable approach to control COVID and ensure the best outcomes for the physical and mental 
health of all our youth. 

8/19/2021 14:57:35 aoherman
@gmail.
com

Herman Amy Wheelock, Dale Street I am advocating for mandatory masks indoors in schools and for 3 or more feet of distance in the classrooms for at least 
the unvaccinated, elementary cohort. If masks are not made mandatory, I expect there will be a remote learning option, as I 
don't feel I would be keeping my kids safe sending them into an indoor setting where some people are unmasked.
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8/19/2021 15:20:37 ppalladino
@hotmail.
com

Palladino Peter Medfield High School My daughter is fully vaccinated and would learn better without a mask.

8/19/2021 15:53:22 rachelmbyr
ne@gmail.
com

Byrne Rachel Memorial Given that children under 12 can’t be vaccinated, and that the delta variant is more contagious and more likely to make 
kids sick, masks should be required. Even for vaccinated older students and staff, close quarters for extended time periods 
will lead to breakthrough infections, especially if people are unmasked. Other states that have already started school are 
demonstrating how necessary masks are with high numbers of infections and quarantined kids missing instruction.  Let’s 
respect our teachers, vulnerable children, and their families enough to require this simple step be taken to protect them. 

8/19/2021 16:06:16 Jessica.
Venezia@g
mail.com

Pastore Jessica Memorial, Wheelock Masks should be mandated until the vaccine is available able to take effect for kids under 12.  

8/19/2021 16:09:54 swiadro@g
mail.com

Wiadro Susan Wheelock, Dale Street Hello, I listended to the school board forum and agree with the majority of people that masks should be required, at a 
minimum to start the year when many people have just returned from travel. In addition, I would like all adults (teachers, 
staff, visitors) in the school to be required to be vaccinated, obviously unless they are medically unable to be. I understand 
the rates of vaccination are quite high, but I would llike assurance that my childrens' teachers are vaccinated. My children 
have not complained about masks and don't consider wearing them a problem. One area though, where I am concerned is 
my rising 2nd grader has an IEP for speech. Seeing mouths and being able to be heard clearly beyond the muffled sounds 
of a mask is vital in this area and I hope speech therapy will be able to be done maskless outside or in a large enough area 
inside that there can be additional social distancing. One more point is I would greatly prefer masks are used and the 
children are able to sit in groups and participate in all the usual activities than for masks to be not utilized at the expense of 
those things. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

8/19/2021 16:29:04 kristinehea
vey@gmail.
com

Heavey Kristine Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I do not want our children wearing masks in school. The data showing that children have 99.8% recovery to covid 19, 
keeps them at a low risk. The chemicals sprayed on the desk for my middle school child everyday made her hands red and 
sensitive and i could smell chemicals on her.The masks are not healthy and the environment that we are creating for our 
kids is not healthy. Parents should have the choice and know what is best for their child. 

8/19/2021 16:29:48 ktarthur@v
erizon.net

Arthur Kevin Medfield High School As the SC reviews the COVID situation and provides "risk reduction guidance", let us not lose sight of the fact that our 
students (and community) face more risks in our daily lives than just COVID.  All of our decisions need to take into account 
the totality of risk and reward for our actions.  I am opposed to masking healthy people, remote learning, or dramatically 
altering athletics and other school activities.  The mental health impact (depression, anxiety, suicide, eating disorders, 
isolation, diminished learning) is real and has lasting consequences.  We all make decisions every day that balance risk 
and benefit.  It is my opinion that last year our actions were 1-dimensional - reduce COVID spread at all costs.  For the 
student population this cost was too high when the risk to this population was very low.  Treatments are vastly improved, 
vaccines for older children and all adults are widely available.  We have solutions for those that are vulnerable in our 
community - do not impose "solutions" on our children that provide little actual protection but appease a vocal group that 
consider COVID the only threat to our safety and well being.

8/19/2021 16:30:04 kristinashle
yhudson@
gmail.com

Hudson Kristin Medfield High School I would like no masks for vaccinated kids ages 12 and over.

8/19/2021 16:37:59 robinhiggin
s3@yahoo.
com

Higgins Robin Wheelock Fully supportive of masks required for any unvaccinated children/staff especially in close proximity to each other ie. buses, 
cafeteria 

8/19/2021 16:52:09 kjmccarthy
@gmail.
com

McCarthy Kara Blake Middle School Our family is pro universal masking. Why take the risk? Protect everyone, even those who don’t care enough to protect 
others. 

8/19/2021 16:52:56 karadeltufo
@gmail.
com

DelTufo Kara Memorial, Blake Middle 
School

I would like all kids to wear masks indoors and maintain distancing.

8/19/2021 17:09:43 kristencare
au@gmail.
com

Careau Kristen Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

All students shld wear a mask. If vaccinated, prof of vaccination can be shared for exemption. 
(Also, any student with 504 exemption for anxiety, etc regaardle

8/19/2021 17:18:00 vkido@kido
communica
tions.com

Kido Veronica Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Masks are fine. It's most important that students are in school learning with their teachers and peers. 
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8/19/2021 17:33:04 DR.
JACQUEL
YN.
COTTER@
GMAIL.
COM

Cotter Jacquelyn Memorial, Dale Street, 
Blake Middle School

Universal masking at least until ALL students have been given the opportunity to be fully vaccinated. Also, social distancing 
or outside for lunch. We want to keep our kids in school. Delta variant is much more contagious. Masks are a very small 
ask and kids are already used to wearing them. PLEASE follow the CDC guidelines. Please continue to protect those that 
are vulnerable. 3% of the population is immunocompromised for one reason or another. Many of these are family members 
of our students (myself included) and some are kids. The only way to protect those members of our community are to 
vaccinate their close household contacts. Unfortunately, kids under 12 or about half of our student body have not even had 
that opportunity. Please consider universal masking and social distancing for lunch until everyone has the opportunity to 
get vaccinated. 

8/19/2021 17:33:28 olialeung@i
cloud.com

Leung Olga Wheelock Wearing face masks s  dangerous for children because it increases 
the amount of carbon dioxide they are breathing into their lungs.

8/19/2021 17:33:44 pauladams
74@gmail.
com

Adams Paul Blake Middle School Please mandate masks and social distancing until the breakthrough variants are gone.

8/19/2021 18:35:23 jamesgwoo
ds@gmail.
com

Woods James Memorial It is my strongest belief that all members of the school community should be required to wear masks while COVID-19 
remains a threat and so much of our community remains unvaccinated.  This is for the safety of both the students who 
cannot be vaccinated but also the teachers and staff who are required to be indoors and where distancing may be limited.  
This is the least that can be done for these essential workers. 

I assume that all other measures with respect to distancing, ventilation and cleaning will reflect  the utmost caution in the 
interest of safety. 

It is also my expectation that eligible individuals be vaccinated.  While a mandate may not be instituted in the best 
judgement of leaders of the school, it is my hope that vaccination is strongly encouraged and education is made available 
to those who may be hesitant. 

Thank you 

8/19/2021 18:47:16 kategalluzz
o8050@ya
hoo.com

Martin Kate Wheelock I hope they do wear masks until they are eligible for vaccines 

8/19/2021 19:12:58 dmcollins4
@comcast.
net

Collins Donna Medfield High School I am a physician assistant in the ER. We are seeing breakthrough cases of COVID despite vaccination. Yes, vaccinated 
patients are doing better! In order to keep more kids in school, masks should be required despite vaccination status. 

8/19/2021 19:36:05 amy.
lanning@g
mail.com

Walsh Amy Wheelock Yes to masks on kids indoors at least until kids are vaccinated if not longer depending on data 

8/19/2021 20:37:43 mauracgg
@yahoo.
com

Gerardi Maura Medfield High School If you are vaccinated you should not have to wear a mask.  A student could show their vaccination card to be allowed to be 
without a mask.

8/19/2021 20:44:14 rskloff@ya
hoo.com

Skloff Robert Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

Please, please, pleasure require masks for all kids, regardless of age.  We have a 13 year old that if not required to mask, 
runs the risk of inficting not only his parents but also his unvaccinated little brother.  

The risk of mask wearing is nil, while the risk of not masking is death at its worst.  Really what is there to debate?

Thank you.

Rob Skloff
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8/19/2021 20:54:06 emilymhatt
en@gmail.
con

Hatten Emily Memorial, Wheelock I fully support and hope that you vote to have all children masked. Additionally, I believe the children should continue  to 
eat in their classrooms versus all in the cafeteria unmasked.  It feels like that option defeats the purpose of masks.   There 
are just too many risks if the children are not masked.  Close contact cases will go up, more kids will need to quarantine 
and what is the option now if children have to quarantine?  Will zoom be available?  Without masks children could miss 
significant school time just as a result of having to quarantine due to exposure.  Please keep our children in school and 
masked.  

8/19/2021 20:57:30 hatten.
casey@gm
ail.com

Hatten Casey Memorial, Wheelock Please support children being masked until at least vaccinations are at a level that support a healthy environment for all 
ages. Additionally, please allow for students to eat lunches at their desks. Eating in the caf unmasked defeats the purpose. 
I’m concerned that unmasking inside in any area of the school will cause close contacts which will keep kids home for 
extended periods of time. Thank you. 

8/19/2021 22:13:04 aclwoods@
gmail.com

Woods Allison Memorial Thank you for the opportunity to express opinions on the matter of the DPH/DESE recommendations. 
As a mom and critical care nurse who has seen first hand the arbitrary and devastating course of COVID throughout the 
past 18 months I am strongly in favor of universal masking for all -which is consistent with the CDC guidelines for K to 12. 
I am concerned about the risks for not only my children who are too young to be eligible to be vaccinated but also the more 
medically vulnerable children in the school system and additionally other children such as siblings of students and adults 
who may then be impacted in our community. 
In Dr. Marsden’s presentation a bullet-pointed item mentioned “all children who present to the health office will be 
mandatorily masked” as they may be presenting with covid symptoms- I believe the logic follows that anyone in the school 
may be asymptomatic and pose a risk to fellow students and staff if unmasked. 
Additionally it appears boosters will be recommended and available as early as mid-September which suggests that even 
those vaccinated individuals may have waning protection given variants. 
As other commenters mentioned I would be interested to hear the plan for lunchtime and would be in favor of continuing 
how the children ate last year as that seemed to be safe and successful. 

[I also wanted to thank you for your comments on the zoom meeting that encouraged the listeners to fact-check what they 
are hearing from other commenters expressing opinions. ]

8/19/2021 22:20:35 hollandjenn
iferi@yaho
o.com

Paxton Jennifer Memorial Mask indoors please. Not sure how we can keep our girl safe, we will ask her to wear bit since we are not there to check, 
we need the school to help

8/20/2021 7:47:47 cfergieo@y
ahoo.com

O’Neil Cathy Medfield High School My opinion on face masks is to put community safety first, and keep our kids in school……no remote or hybrid.    If that 
means wearing face mask, then that is what we should do.    If popular opinion is against the mask, then we need to make 
sure that teachers have the option of requiring masks in their classrooms.  No questions.  No exemptions.  They shouldn’t 
be expected to shoulder the effects of our personal choice.

8/20/2021 9:29:02 epsulkow@
gmail.com

Zheng Elyse Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

I really love the pool testing, and it would be great to be able to do it at Wheelock and Memorial, as well as Dale this year. 
Teachers would be participating too in pool testing, yes? And yes please to masks K-5 for students. As long as teachers 
are getting tested, I'm fine with them not wearing masks. Thank you!

8/20/2021 9:31:29 lbharvey@
gmail.com

Harvey Leanne Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

At minimum, we should follow CDC guidelines which dictate universal masking.  Because the delta variant is more 
contagious than original COVID-19 and vaccinated people can spread the virus, we should follow the same protocols in 
school as last year.  In particular I am concerned about any situation where anyone would be unmasked- like lunch.  Lunch 
should be the same as last year.

8/20/2021 10:26:30 brentdnelso
n@gmail.
com

Nelson Brent Wheelock We are so grateful for the work of the school committee, administration and faculty for all of their work in the previous 
school year to keep the students and employees in school (to the maximum extent possible) and to create a safe learning 
environment.   We now have so much more information about the virus and what works and what doesn't.   I would ask that 
the district and committee take a compassionate and humane approach and support parents' decisions regarding masking 
and/or vaccinating themselves and their children and ensure a welcoming environment for either choice. 

8/20/2021 11:04:51 avagi@hot
mail.com

Heslin Amy Wheelock Our family would like to see masks required K-12. My husband and I both work in a high school and are fortunate to have a 
Medical Advisory Group helping our district with the decision making process around covid safety. There are 8 doctors, one 
who is Dr. Ashish Jha, who is one of the country's leading voices on covid. I value the input of these professionals and I 
believe wearing a mask is a small price to pay to potentially save lives. There are plenty of breakthrough cases and I would 
hate for a Wheelock teacher who is vaccinated unknowingly spread it to one of our children. I know my two daughters will 
worry if faculty are not required to wear masks. As much as we try to shield them from knowing too much, they eventually 
hear the risks from others. We are also still discovering long term effects for those who are mildly ill from the virus, and I 
believe we just don't know enough yet, and shouldn't relax and remove masks.  My kids, and high school students, are 
more concerned with getting covid than they are wearing masks. One life lost is too many. Lets continue to keep our kids 
and immunocompromised community safe.
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8/20/2021 12:29:22 kmead@mf
s.com

Mead Kate Medfield High School While I would love for my vaccinated children to be able to attend school without wearing masks, after 18 months of 
disrupted school, THE most critical thing this year is for them to be in school, in person, 5 days/week, with as little 
disruption as possible. With the virulence of the Delta variant and looking at the experience of other schools that have gone 
back to school without mask requirements, not requiring masks greatly increases the risks that kids will contract COVID. 
With a 14-day quarantine requirement for infected individuals, not wearing masks significantly raises the risks that our kids 
will have another disrupted school year.  If the quarantine requirements change or other information comes out that 
suggest the risks of not wearing masks won’t increase the risk of disrupted school, then of course, we should be prepared 
to change policies as information and facts change.  In the meantime, mask up indoors!

8/20/2021 13:30:42 poppygriffin
888@gmail
.com

Griffin Poppy Wheelock, Dale Street Dear Members of the Medfield School Committee,

     Firstly, thank you for your efforts and care during this unprecedented period. Without your thoughtful work on behalf of 
Medfield parents, I believe that families in our town would be in a very different and much darker place than where we find 
ourselves today. In listening to the parent voices expressed during discussion about MPS 2021-2022 operational plans, I 
am struck by the common thread of how much parents only want their kids to be safe and how willing MPS parents are to 
help their kids. I too, want my children’s safety when school begins in person September 1, and am very willing to assist.
     I write to as a parent to 2 MPS kids, with boys starting 5th and 2nd this fall, the oldest of which is a cancer survivor who 
carries health risks in regard to Covid-19 resulting from his multi-year chemotherapy and high-dose steroid protocol, and as 
the daughter of my 81 year old mom, who has several Covid-19 comorbidities, and who lives with us. Since moving to 
Medfield, we are incredibly grateful to have been welcomed and supported by many, amazing people at MPS that have 
truly been partners during our son’s treatment, his 504 plan evolution, and our younger son’s introduction to MPS as a 
kindergartner in 2019-2020. Especially, your support and embrace of Cohort D families last year allowed us to be able to 
prioritize our family’s safety until Covid-19 vaccines became widely available for the adults in our house.
     As a family, we endured some very Bad Days during Asher’s cancer treatment. One particularly, memorable Bad Day 
occurred when my husband and I volunteered for a survey regarding hypothetical treatment options, which offered differing 
probabilities for survivorship and/or a few categories of negative impacts (like heart defects, reproductive health, cognitive 
abilities etc.) and we would have to choose which treatment option we would select. It was as brutal to consider making 
these selections as any other parent can imagine it to be. Not surprisingly, we learned that putting our children’s survival 
will always be our priority. We also learned to be way more selective on volunteering for surveys.
     In order for us to continue to prioritize our children’s survival until vaccines are available to all school-age children in 
MPS, I ask that you please mandate 100% masking in all people using MPS facilities at all times, except for meal/snack 
times, and consider meal/snack time protocol options to allow those risk averse/ immunocompromised families (and those 
that choose to support them) could opt-into that incorporate some of the myriad non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) 
that MPS excelled in implementing last year, such as plexiglass barriers and physical distancing between people. MA 
DPH/DESE guidelines were issued before the Delta variant of the Coronavirus became dominant, which is widely 
acknowledged to be far more transmissible than the Alpha variant circulating at that time. Masks absolutely work to reduce 
respiratory illness transmission, such as influenza and coronavirus. Eliminating all NPIs during meals/snacks would 
undermine any other masking requirements and presents very real risks to high-risk children, like my own. I am happy to 
volunteer to chaperone alternative snacks/meals as needed, or in any other way to provide comfort and safety to other 
MPS families.
     I know that we are not the only family that has been beyond excited and happy about our children returning to school in-
person and terrified about unmasked, and undistanced meal/snack times at the same time. We need your help. We do not 
have any other alternative. It isn’t fair that I’m getting tips on how to train my kids to eat while wearing a mask and pack 
lunches that only offer bite size servings so that my kids don’t get sick and die, or bring illness home to my mom.  Please, 
please, please, help put into place measures that will help my family continue to survive. We have endured enough medical 
trauma, and we need your help to continue to avoid Covid-19. 

Thank you for your time,
Poppy Griffin
13 Delaware Rd
C: 617-821-9202
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8/20/2021 15:36:11 mereflann
@gmail.
com

Flannery Meredith Dale Street Please enforce universal masking. The kids are not vaccinated and are at risk. To me, it's that simple. Even with high 
vaccine rates in our community, there are many who are not and that increases the risk of spread for all.There is not 
enough known about delta variant at this time and I am very concerned about keeping the children, and greater community, 
safe. There are break through cases for vaccinated people and I am worried about in-school without this masking policy. 
Everyone needs to pitch in for the wellness of others. Masks are a very small ask in this unprecedented time of pandemic. 
The best thing for our kids and community is to have the children in-school full time and learning and this can only be done 
safely with masking by all in place. Better to be too safe than sorry. The long-haul findings for the older kids who were 
vaccinated are already very troubling (Times piece, Boston Children's pediatrician quoted). Fatigue, loss of hand-eye 
coordination, anxiety, memory lapses and so on. I do not want to take a chance on our kids as we are still learning about 
the impact on children and they were largely sheltered last year due to various mitigation methods, most importantly, 
masks. And the rush of vacationers are returning and we have no idea what we're adding in to the mix with each family's 
choice in behaviors.

After masking, my biggest concern is around lunch and snack time. Will distance measures be put in place for this? Please 
share as many details as you can about what to expect with safety in mind. I know that you plan on using outdoors as 
much as possible, but we have limits given New England weather. Our kids are not vaccinated, raising their chances of 
getting covid, and these periods in the day are filled with uncertainty.

Thank you for listening and I'm hopeful for another healthy school year in Medfield and I truly believe universal masking 
and distancing for various activites will play a role in this.

8/20/2021 15:51:34 kbucks82@
gmail.com

Behbehani Kelly Memorial, Wheelock 1. I support universal masking. 
2. Masks cannot be left to parent choice because if I put my child in a mask, it protects the other kids more than it protects 
her. 
3. I listened to the call and agree with Dr. Sarah Kachan-Liu. She is coming to us live from a local hospital where god forbid 
our kids would go if they were sick. She is telling us that beds are filling up. Even if one of our kids end up in one of those 
beds, it would be too many. 

8/20/2021 16:40:07 66flyhell06
@att.net

Alvarado Peyton Blake Middle School It would make sense, to us, to start the  21-22 school term utilizing the same procedures for masking, social distancing, 
pool testing, etc. that we ended the 20-21 school term with.  "Monitor and adjust" should be done regularly and should 
include the following variables:
ANY summer increases in COVID vaccination rates for students who are 12 years old or older,  any public health OR 
parent/student self reporting on infection rates for ALL students entering Medfield schools, pre-k through grade 12, as well 
as any data available for COVID infection summer numbers among all Mefield residents as well as anyone ,who may 
commute to work in Medfield but resides in another municipality.

 Masking should be treated as nose tissues for our youngest of students- - if one of our little/younger ones sneezes while 
wearing one, a replacement should be made available.   
A review of masking expectations should be made available for each student at each Medfield campus as well as each 
unique population served within each of our campuses.

 Thank you for allowing us this opportunity for input. While other variables will be considered by the state as well as each 
school community, it is always important to
keep up with the best practices promoted at the state and neighboring communities that have been tested and would 
enhance Medfield's quest that every student, every day, learns in the most healthy environment that can be realized.  

8/20/2021 23:05:57 margaritay
un01@outl
ook.com

Yun Margarita Wheelock I think kids should continue wearing mask . 

8/21/2021 7:16:39 alyson.
maxymillian
.
wheeler@g
mail.com

Maxymillian-
Wheeler

Alyson Dale Street I would like the children to be masked
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8/21/2021 15:34:28 mbredds@
gmail.com

Reddy Mary Beth Medfield High School My opinion is that students and staff should not have to wear masks in school, especially those that have been vaccinated. 
I have searched for any conclusive study that shows that cloth and surgical masks truly stop the spread of viral particles 
and I cannot find one. I think that we as a society have decided that we need to "do something" and that this is a harm-free 
mitigation measure. I do not believe that mask-wearing all day in school is "harm-free". I can say this because I work at 
Wheelock and wore a mask all day last year. My glasses fog, I get a stuffy nose, I tire more easily, I struggle to hear others. 
One thing I took for granted was how much I rely on seeing people's lips to understand them. And young children learning 
phonics and social emotional cues need to see faces. The most important measures in my opinion are ventilation and 
vaccination and we have done an amazing job in Medfield with both. I am begging you to please return to as normal as 
possible a school year for the sake of our children. And please do not use the plastic barriers again. It has been shown that 
they do not help and may actually impede air flow and make matters worse. 

8/21/2021 18:55:05 claire.
shield@gm
ail.com

Shield Claire Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

I think universal masking for all students and staff regardless of vaccination status is the best option to start the school 
year.  This is in line with both the American Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC recommendations.  The most important 
thing is that the students are able to be in school in person 5 days/week consistently and safely.  There are so many 
unknowns and information about the virus is changing constantly.  It would be devastating if this virus was able to mutate 
and make our current best defense (the vaccines) not work anymore.  I also think that consideration should be given for 
how snack and lunch are handled for the students under 12 (K-6th grade).  The elementary schools and Blake were able to 
do lunch last year in a outside or distanced way that made it safe.  It seems an unnecessary risk to not take some 
precautions again like last year.  

8/22/2021 7:25:50 jampolinski
@gmail.
com

Polinski Jennifer Blake Middle School I am an epidemiologist whose day-to-day work is studying COVID-19, transmission, vaccination, preventive measures, and 
treatments. My work goes directly to the White House and CDC. The virulence and 2x greater infectiousness of the current 
Delta variant, the known fact that vaccinated people can still transmit the virus, the waning immunity requiring vaccine 
boosters, and the overwhelming evidence that masks are effective at preventing transmission point to an incontrovertible 
conclusion:  all children, regardless of age or vaccination status, should be wearing masks indoors.

8/22/2021 8:15:49 meredithch
amberland
@gmail.
com

Chamberland Meredith Dale Street The mask you wear protects others from you.  Unless it is KN95 masks, it does not protect you from others.  Vaccines also 
do not mean that you cannot get COVID, just that hopefully the symptoms are mild.  That person CAN infect other people.  
It is frustrating because we have a family member as a lead in the CDC who has worked there for 35 years.  If you are not 
going to require masks across the board, then you will need to provide a different option of education for people who are 
not comfortable with that.  Because my kids' mask only protects others from them, not the other way around. It is sad that 
so many people in this town all care about themselves and not how masking helps the ones around them.

8/22/2021 8:59:10 kchung101
@yahoo.
com

Chung Kin Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

We need to have mask mandate to keep our kids and educators safe.  We cannot repeat mistakes being made in other 
parts of the country. Period. 

8/22/2021 9:02:52 stella.
demopoulo
s@comcast
.net

Demopoulos Stella Wheelock, Medfield High 
School

Thank you for giving everyone the opportunity to provide comments.  I’d vote for mandating mask wearing for all students 
k-12 indoors.  Please don’t distinguish the high schoolers between vaccinated vs. unvaccinated.  Everyone can still get 
Covid and spread it.  Let’s keep our children safe!  Thank you!

8/22/2021 9:08:35 lesforman
@hotmail.
com

Forman Leslie Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Due to the rise of the Delta variant, we feel strongly that ALL children and teachers, regardless of vaccination status, 
should be required to wear masks inside the buildings.  The children are accustomed to wearing masks, so it is not difficult 
for most of them.  We want to keep our children, and all of the children, safe.  

8/22/2021 9:13:49 danielletata
@gmail.
com

Tata Danielle Memorial, Wheelock, 
Dale Street

PLEASE REQUIRE MASKS.  Kids are used it, families are used to it, teachers are used to it.  They come off outside.  It is 
the safest option to protect ALL members of our community!

8/22/2021 9:18:08 pattygiorgi
@yahoo.
com

Borteck Patricia Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

My kids are vaccinated, I am concerned about quarantine rules, not if, but when someone in their classes/sports teams 
tests positive. I feel that the rules kept changing last year, and my children lost an excessive amount of in person school 
time due to quarantine measures that seemed questionable and invariably would change. My middle schooler (who never 
contracted COVID) was quarantined three times for close contact exposures, one time from football where they played 
outside, wore masks with face shield, and gloves and it was a member of the opposing team who tested positive - no 
indication that they were even on the playing Field at the same time. My high school son was quarantined after a child near 
him in class tested positive - since it was less than 3 ft my son was told to quarantine. He was on day 92 past COVID 
infection; but since it was past 90 days he was made to quarantine and miss in person school—the quarantine rule 
changed the following week - it was incredibly frustrating, the ridiculously punitive and rigid quarantine rules were mentally 
taxing on high school and middle school kids and resulted in a needless loss of in school Learning time.  How will that be 
mitigated this year?  
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8/22/2021 9:26:11 Inger97@g
mail.com

Kenworthy Inger Wheelock, Dale Street, 
Blake Middle School

Hello - Thank you for all your effort and time to bring our kids back to school safely. Has there been any effort to bring in 
HEPA air filters to the classrooms? My understanding is prevention is all about reducing and removing the airborne 
particles. There are cheap, quiet, portable HEPA air filters available. MCPE? Let's keep our kids in school!! thanks!

8/22/2021 9:30:18 barrfamily1
@verizon.
net

Barr Jane Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Face masks should be in place unless we have medical data from health forms that we have over 80% of the population 
vaccinated. This information should be requested at the start of school from everyone or attends or works at the school.

8/22/2021 9:32:20 jackiedona
hue1@veri
zon.net

Donahue Jacqueline Medfield High School I am hoping that masks will be required at the start of school and that students are encouraged to get vaccinated. 

8/22/2021 9:56:13 hannahega
rdener@g
mail.com

Gardener Hannah Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

I am an epidemiologist and faculty member of a medical school in addition to being a concerned Medfield parent. This 
pandemic has shifted and is having a devastating impact on children and teenagers and the only responsible course of 
action is to require masks for all school building occupants, provide ventilation and air filtration to the best of our abilities, 
offer remote options so that families are not hindered when they make the responsible decision to stay home, and to 
require vaccination of all who are eligible and qualified. We have to follow the evidence based medical science here. 

8/22/2021 9:57:10 pacostabile
@gmail.
com

Costabile Peggy Memorial, Blake Middle 
School

We fully support a mask mandate for K-6. We want our kids to be in school in person as much as possible, so masking + 
social distancing as a way to reduce the spread of COVID and reduce close contacts are supported by our family.

8/22/2021 10:09:31 rtzgrl2001
@yahoo.
com

Smith Karen Medfield High School Do not make vaccinated students with vaccinated parents wear masks!  They took the risk of getting the vaccine, it’s not 
fair to make them wear masks.  If their parents want them to wear masks then they can.  At this point fear is taking over….
MA is not seeing any pediatric surges.  So quit the fear mongering.  No masks. 

8/22/2021 10:15:22 apizza04@
comcast.
net

Zilora Kari Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Will also be sent to Dr. Marsden. We have spent an enormous amount of money on dermatologists and medication to clear 
up acne from wearing masks all last school year and DO NOT wish to go through that again. Also, Ashley and Alex were 
NOT able to concentrate with masks on for 8 hours, and with Ashley's senior year, she needs to be able to focus on her 
studies.

My two now vaccinated students WILL NOT be wearing masks this school year, beginning with the FIRST day of school. 
Period.

8/22/2021 10:15:52 rebeccarob
erts62103
@gmail.
com

Roberts Rebecca Medfield High School I do not have a lot to share except my thanks to all of you working hard to keep our kids safe and in school. There are no 
perfect answers, and I appreciate the challenging task ahead for all involved in the education of our children. We will 
respect the decision making process and do our part to contribute to a safe community. Many thanks. 

8/22/2021 10:44:19 gerta72@y
ahoo.com

Gerasimova Tatyana Medfield High School Hello dear members of school committee, 
I do not find it necessary wearing masks for students that have 
 been vaccinated. Our entire family got protected  last spring to be able to live free of fear and able to breath. 

In my opinion at this point wearing masks should be everyone’s personal choice and should Be decided within the family. 

Thank you 

8/22/2021 13:03:37 AnnaPetras
NP@gmail.
com

Petras Anna Memorial As a board certified nurse practitioner and parent to an incoming kindergartener, it is both my professional and personal 
opinion that requiring masks is a necessary requirement that if not implemented has serious consequences on the safety 
and health of the community, especially as new variants arise that are impacting children in greater numbers than before. 
There is plenty of evidence to suggest masking works and though we should be sympathetic to any concern about potential 
determent to children's learning and emotional development, the consequence of serious covid related illness and/or death 
is a far greater concern. Children are resilient, but only if they are alive and in good health. They need to be in in-person 
school and protective measures  like mask wearing must be implemented to ensure a safer environment to prevent the 
spread of covid. I am also in full support of pool testing and the evidence shows that is is also an effective safety measure. 
Thank you. 



Timestamp Email 
Address

Last Name First Name Which schools does 
your child or do your 
children attend?

Please share your opinion, concern or question below. 

8/22/2021 13:08:22 carol.
bate@hotm
ail.com

Bate Carol Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Thank you for offering the parent forum and for recording it an allowing parents who could not attend the opportunity to 
provide comment.  As a parent of middle school and high school student, my comments should be understood to relate 
directly to those schools. I believe that elementary parent's views should be considered most fully in relation to the 
elementary schools.  I believe that the Medfield school district should follow the DESE guidelines as a minimum.  

I understand that the vaccination rate among high school students is approaching 95%.  For this group, the DESE 
guidance of only non-vaccinated students masking is fine for me.  As one parent pointed out in the forum, it is not likely that 
non-vaccinated students will mask, but the rates of non-vaccination are so low in the high school, that I believe this is a 
minimal risk.   That said, as my high schooler has told me - she's willing to mask as long as she can have a normal school 
day and school activities and see her friends.

For the middle school, I feel less comfortable with students not masking.  The vaccination rate among this group of 
students is much lower and they are more likely to have non-vaccinated siblings at home.  Also, middle school students 
definitely do not want to be different or stand out, so the likelihood non-vaccinated students will actually wear a mask is 
very low. As the parent of a middle school student who is both on an IEP and has struggled with mental health issues  - 
both were made considerably worse during and because of remote instruction.  Parents talked in the forum about the 
impact on masks on mental health and learning in general and for those on IEPs, but my far greater mental health concern 
is the potential to need to go to remote instruction again.  My middle schooler shares his older sister's opinion.  He's happy 
to wear a mask every day if it means he can stay in school where he has a chance of learning and seeing his friends.  I 
absolutely support a mask mandate for the middle school.

Finally, one committee member asked the question about colleges.  I know the parent dismissed that question based on 
geographic reasons, so, for perspective, I wanted to share my experience.  I work at Wellesley College. Our President is a 
licensed physician.  Wellesley had one of the lowest numbers of cases last year among all our peer institutions.  Our policy 
for this coming year even with a vaccination mandate for students, faculty, and staff in place is no masks in residential 
settings, but masks required in all dining halls (except when eating), academic buildings (including classrooms) and 
administrative buildings. 

Many thanks to all of our administrators, teachers, staff and committee members.  I know how hard this work is, and 
appreciate the thought and care you've put into these decisions.

8/22/2021 13:50:50 scp0922@
gmail.com

Powers Sarah Dale Street I would like to see all students and teachers wearing masks.

8/22/2021 14:28:05 kneymeyr
@hotmail.
com

Neymeyr Kara Wheelock, Dale Street Masks for everyone is definitely the smartest, safest decision for our community. With the transmissibility of the Delta 
variant, and the ability for vaccinated folks to get sick / carry the virus / spread the virus unknowingly, only having unvaxed 
folks mask at school and then come home and unmask will expose everything to everyone. I'm so relieved that you will be 
asking everyone to mask. THANK YOU! 

8/22/2021 15:06:34 xzhang@e
mail.
medfield.
net

Zhang Xuguang Blake Middle School I strongly recommend that students and teachers wear masks to protect themselves and others. There are many medical 
proofs that masks can reduce the spread of the virus. 

8/22/2021 15:20:29 rmw_prl@v
erizon.net

Wall Pamela Medfield High School I have already sent a form but based on the latest correspondence of universal masking at least until Oct 4 I am sending a 
followup reply.  It seems to me that if we are requiring all students to wear a mask for 6 hours even if vaccinated then it is 
incumbent on DESE and Medfield Public School to find a viable alternative to having students eat lunch in the cafeteria.  It 
makes absolutely no sense to have kids mask all day only to have them in close contact with the most likely scenario of 
COVD transmission while eating and socializing. (especially those unvaccinated students through middle school).  We 
cannot have it both ways in my opinion; so if universal masking is required we need to find a lunch solution (outside, at 
home, distanced).  If DESE requires masks on the bus with open windows why would they allow eating in a closed 
cafeteria?  

Thanks as always for your efforts in trying to navigate and balance all of these dynamics.

Best, Pam Wall
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8/22/2021 15:35:31 walsh.
brian.
james@gm
ail.com

Walsh Brian Memorial it’s a tough spot. Any decision will be unpopular with some people. It’s important to be able to pivot quickly as new 
information will continually be released. That said, since young kids cannot yet be vaccinated, masks should be required. 
With the increased transmissibility of the delta variant, taking steps to prevent the spread helps keep the kids safe as well 
as helps prevent a new, potentially more dangerous strain emerging. Until everyone is able to be fully vaccinated, masks 
are easy to implement and help prevent spread.

8/22/2021 19:34:18 maya.
vc@outlook
.com

Thomas Maya Memorial, Wheelock Agree 

8/22/2021 20:27:19 sarahkateg
arnett@gm
ail.com

Garnett Sarah Wheelock, Dale Street Request that children are able to remove masks at recess or outdoor gym 
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8/22/2021 21:26:53 jgunasti@g
mail.com

Gunasti John Wheelock My biggest concern has to do with the mental health of the children growing up during this pandemic, particularly the 
youngest ones who don't know what "normal" school is like.  I understand that last year was unique as we learned more 
about the virus.  However, we sacrificed the mental well-being of the students as a result of many of the measures 
implemented.  I would ask that the children's mental health be given at least equal consideration as anything else this year.  
Otherwise we are going to create a pandemic of mental health issues that will have longer lasting consequences that are 
harder to diagnose and treat.

Furthermore, there are some parents who are inflexible when it comes to implementing any mitigation measures, including 
wearing masks.  There are other parents who are still terrified of the virus and want to implement sweeping restrictions 
similar to what was in place last year.  I would urge you to not cater to either extreme, and instead find reasonable 
solutions to this year's problems.  

As an example, there are some parents who want to maintain social distancing during lunch, and even go back to having 
the children eat their lunches on the floor in the hallways of the schools.  This is completely unreasonable given what we 
know about the virus now.  The unsanitary conditions of eating on the floor are a greater threat to the kids' health than the 
potential of contracting COVID.  More importantly, the socialization that occurs during lunch is an important part of a child's 
development.  We took that away from them last year.  Let's not do that again this year.  We can still address these 
parents' fears by allowing families to opt out of lunch in the cafeteria.  The students whose parents opt out of lunch in the 
cafeteria can eat their lunches in a different location (perhaps in their classrooms or in the hallways).  I personally think 
giving the option is a mistake to begin with, but I'm also not going to try and impose my beliefs on other families.  I would 
ask that their beliefs not be imposed on my family either.  

Another topic that parents feel strongly about is a mask mandate.  I personally would be very comfortable with the students 
not wearing masks in school.  However, that issue seems settled at this point, so I'm fine with a mask mandate in the 
schools.  However, I believe that if we're going to have a mask mandate in the schools, then all students and teachers 
should have to wear them.  If the rationale for mandating masks is to keep the unvaccinated people safe, then it shouldn't 
matter if some of the students and teachers are vaccinated.  All the students and teachers should wear masks until we 
reach a point where we decide universal masking is no longer necessary.

I would also ask that the Plexiglas desk partitions be abandoned this year.  There is no need for his kind of physical barrier, 
especially if we're going to require masks in the schools.  This also ties into the mental health issues I'm concerned about.  
We're sending such a terrible message to our kids.  We're conditioning them to live in fear.  We're also telling them that 
they're the problem.  After all, we're putting the Plexiglas cages around their desks.   

There were many private schools that operated last year with fewer and more sensible precautions in place than the public 
schools had.  There were plenty of summer camps this year that operated with similarly sensible precautions in place.  The 
kids did not get sick.  They did not die.  They did, however, get to be kids again.  They got to have meaningful interactions 
with their friends again.  They got to engage in the type of learning that's critical to their development that happens outside 
of the textbooks.  I urge you to take a sensible approach to implementing precautions this year.  Don't give in to either 
extreme.  Keep the mental health of the children at the forefront of your decision making process.  Like the flu, this virus is 
not going to go away (at least not any time soon).  There will always be new strains to deal with (after all, the annual flu 
vaccine is based on a best guess as to which strains will be active in a given year).  It's time for us to learn how to live a 
normal life in this post-COVID world).

Thank you. 

8/22/2021 21:53:39 ireynoldspr
@gmail.
com

Reynolds Ian Memorial I have an incoming k, and preschool. Vote for universal masking to keep the kids, teachers faculty and everyone's family 
free from serious illness to the best if our ability. Seems a simple step to take. Bonus, less normal everyday cold and flu...
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8/22/2021 23:48:31 landers.
kate@gmai
l.com

Landers Kate Dale Street *Please find the following letter sent on behalf of several parents of children currently enrolled in the Medfield Public 
Schools,  to each of your email addresses, which include hyperlinks to all the sources referenced in the letter which you 
cannot access through this forum. Thank you very much!

August 21, 2021

Dear Dr. Marsden and Members of the Medfield Public School Committee,
It is with tremendous gratitude that we write to you today, thanking you for all of your tireless efforts in prioritizing the safety 
of our children in the Medfield Public Schools during this unprecedented pandemic. We recognize fully that you have spent 
countless hours of your personal and professional time, making sure that you have followed the science and data provided 
by the CDC (among other highly credible sources), to put into place the highest level of safety measures in the school 
district. Thank you, as well, for creating such a robust virtual learning program last year, making sure that families in our 
school community could continue to be a part of this outstanding school system, while meeting their higher needs for 
safety.
We come to you today as parents of children in the Medfield Public Schools, advocating for your continued great effort and 
care in putting into place the highest level of safety measures during this pandemic.  You have obviously set a very high 
standard for educational quality in Medfield, reflected in the value of our homes, the state rankings of the number of our 
graduates attending college, and the vast number of families trying so desperately to get into Medfield - specifically for the 
strong public education it offers.  It is not just for the quality administration, teachers and staff, as well as the curriculum and 
special education resources you offer, but most recently it has been your extraordinary attention to the strictest safety 
measures that also make our school district so desirable. 
As you are well-aware, we are now facing what Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergies and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and Chief Medical Officer to the President of the United States, describes as a new virus, “the 
B.1.617.2 (delta) variant of the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-Cov-2), the virus that causes 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19)”, as described in the New England Journal of Medicine. We also know that this strain 
is far more transmissible than alpha, as cited from multiple sources based on data, including that provided by the CDC. We’
ve also seen data that reveals that delta is spreading by people who have been vaccinated, those who are vaccinated are 
getting break-through cases, and that those who aren’t vaccinated, including children ineligible for vaccination under age 
12 years, are at highest risk of contracting this virus. As Dr. Fauci stated in his recent interview with PBS News Hour, “Now 
you have a virus that does a big and better job of infecting anybody much more efficiently than the previous virus, including 
children.”
It’s alarming that the DESE Fall 2021 School Reopening Guidelines uses non-peer-reviewed reports to back their claim 
that, “even for those students not yet vaccinated, the apparent risk of Covid-19 to children remains small.”  We implore you 
to create school reopening guidelines weighed heavily on what we actually do know, as stated earlier, which is that 
“detailed analysis of the spread of cases showed that people infected with delta carry enormous amounts of virus in their 
nose and throat, regardless of vaccination status, according to the C.D.C. document.” We also know that, “The delta 
variant is more transmissible than the viruses that cause MERS, SARS, Ebola, the common cold, the seasonal flu and 
smallpox, and it is as contagious as chickenpox,” according to the CDC document obtained by the New York Times. In 
addition, we have confirmation that since August of last year, more than 45,000 children have been hospitalized with 
Covid-19, according to the CDC. Not to mention that the CDC shares that almost half of all children hospitalized with 
Covid-19 between March 2020 and June 2021, had no underlying health conditions.  
Based on the information above, from the most credible data and scientific evidence available, we know that safety 
measures for protecting our children in schools, who cannot yet get a vaccine, must be paramount. The last thing any of us 
wants is for schools to have to close and go remote due to cases of delta. As a matter of fact, much like you, we don’t want 
a single child to transmit delta in our schools. The AAP fall 2021 school reopening guidelines as well as the CDC fall 2021 
school reopening guidelines both clearly express that it is in the best interest of our children, based on the peer-reviewed 
scientific data, that all persons older than age 2 years, regardless of vaccination status, should wear a mask indoors.  This 
is also echoed by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees, in their latest policy update.  We advocate that 
this guidance be followed in Medfield for the 2021-2022 academic year.  
As you know, it won’t simply take one layer of protection to best protect our children in schools from the delta virus. A multi-
layered approach, as you did meticulously last school year, will be vital for creating the safest environment to learn.  The 
additional layers of protection we advocate for are, at a very minimum, those all contained in the CDC fall 2021 school 
reopening guidelines, including but not limited to:
•Universal masking for all persons older than 2 years, regardless of vaccination status, in the Medfield public schools. In 
addition, guidelines for masks that are not allowed (neck gaiters or bandanas) and those which are most effective.
•Continued upgrades to our school building ventilation systems effective immediately, windows open in schools at all times, 
and as much time spent outdoors during the school day as possible.
•Continued frequent hand washing for 20 seconds for all in the school buildings, especially upon entry into the school 
building, before and after snacks or meals, after recess, after using the restroom and other pertinent times.
•Continued daily cleaning of the schools, as well as sanitization of all surfaces where children eat lunch immediately before 
and after each lunch group. 
•Continued aggressive contact tracing and testing measures, and day-of notification to parents when a person tests 
positive in the school building, and when a parents’ child is a close contact of someone who tests positive.
•Continued social distancing, especially during times when children are unmasked indoors. Please see notes below for 
more details on this.
Social distancing is a very important safety measure to us, as some of our children are immunocompromised, and all of 
them are considered high risk given their inability to receive the greatest form of protection against this virus, vaccination. 

 We advocate that you continue to do what you have done so beautifully in the last year, and what is still being 
recommended by the CDC in their fall 2021 school reopening guidelines, which is to enforce social distancing in the 
preschool through grade 5 school buildings. As the DESE quotes the CDC in their very own fall 2021 school reopening 
guidelines,  “Schools where not everyone is fully vaccinated should implement physical distancing to the extent possible 
within their structures…” 
We advocate for this social distancing guidance, including the following:
1.Space desks in classrooms 3 feet apart, each facing the same direction towards the teacher.  Given that our children will 
need water breaks at their desks throughout the day and will be removing their masks to do this, it is extremely important 
that children are not grouped at tables or in clusters of desks not socially distanced and facing one another.  Based on one 
parent’s recent tour of the Dale Street school, and another of the Memorial School, classrooms were being set up by 
teachers without any social distancing regarding desks and classroom furniture orientation. *Some of us parents will gladly 
volunteer to come in to the school buildings to relieve teachers of any inconvenience, and physically move the desks to the 
safe format which you so easily were able to do last spring.*
2.Maintain at least 6 feet social distancing between children for lunch, as they will not be masked while eating.  Please 
allow them to eat outdoors, as much as possible. When eating outdoors is not possible, create additional spaces within 
each school building to make sure children are able to be 6 feet apart in all directions during lunch.  When children are in 
line for food services, reinforce that masks must be worn. 
3.Create a way for children to eat morning snack with at least 6 feet of space between them.  If this is not possible due to 
limitations of physical space, then use desk shields on each child’s desk, which allow the children to eat at their desks 3+ 
feet apart, every other child eating at any given time so no two children are less than 6 feet apart from one another while 
unmasked and eating.  
4.Hold gym outdoors as much as possible, and maintain social distancing when playing close-contact sports.  When gym 
must be held indoors, maintain social distancing and design activities that do not invoke labored breathing, so they can 
remain masked.  
Please continue to not hold assemblies or large gatherings of our children indoors, even masked, until they have had a 
chance to be vaccinated. If this is not possible, please give parents advance notice of assemblies with the option for 
children not to attend. Please continue to keep children with their classes and in smaller groups, socially distanced from 
one another indoors - this includes in hallways, the library, the bathrooms, when they are in lines for buses and parent 
school drop-offs and pick-ups.
We very much want our children to be in school, five days a week, receiving the wonderful education and socialization and 
special education services that, thanks greatly to you, the Medfield Public School Community offers. We also want our 
children to receive the safest environment possible to learn.  We are not asking for any measures that you were not willing 
to accommodate last school year.  We are not asking for any safety measures that are not recommended by the CDC or 
AAP. 
Given that there is no fully remote option for our children to attend school until they can receive their vaccinations, we 
necessitate that these accommodations be given to allow our children the opportunity to attend school in person.  For 
several of us, if these accommodations are not made, our children will not be able to attend school in person safely.
We are very fortunate that Medfield has a solid vaccination rate.  Unfortunately, we are as of today, in a “substantial risk” 
category according to the CDC.  In addition, cases are rising, including pediatric cases within our state.  With so little data 
available on the delta variant, it is very clear from AAP and CDC guidance that now is not the time to lift any safety 
measures in our schools, even in areas of higher vaccination. 
Thank you again for your great efforts, care and concern for the safety of our children during this pandemic.  We know that 
you share the same sentiment that we don’t want to relax any safety measures that proved to work so well last year, as we 
don’t want any in-school transmission of this virus.  We also don’t wish you or anyone for that matter, to have to bear the 
weight of creating school safety guidelines with a highly-transmissible and dangerous virus in our world.  We deeply 
appreciate you and what you are facing.  
 We thank you for your time reading this letter, and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Kindest Regards,

Kate Landers
Ryan Landers
Sonali Pandya
Andy Marciniszyn
Emily Consilvio
Joe Consilvio
Syreeta Turner-Edmond
Aristotle Edmond
Rachel Holmen
Eric Holmen
Poppy Griffin
Andrew Griffin
Teri Kuzich
Richard Kuzich
Kristin Martin
Willis Martin
Melanie Winfrey
Seema Dabas
Ravi Dabas
Myriem Bayalis
Atif Abbas
Jill Frattaroli
Matt Frattaroli
Please note: This is not an open letter. It is intended only for the readership of Superintendent Dr. Marsden, and each 
member of the Medfield Public School Committee, thank you.
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8/23/2021 12:03:12 alligoodban
d@gmail.
com

Goodband Alli Dale Street, Blake 
Middle School

I am writing to express my full support of universal mask wearing for both students and staff for the start of the school year.  
When school ended in June, I had very high hopes that my kids would be returning to school in September without masks 
on and felt at that time it was a real and safe possibility for all.  Over the past month, I have watched the case count rise 
and have read that this variant is affecting kids more so than the original Covid-19 strain.  My kids are relatively healthy(I 
do have a child with asthma who is prone to pneumonia when she gets a respiratory illness.) and I hope that if they did 
become sick that they would be fine, but of course there is no guarantee.  My biggest reason for writing however is 
because of how strongly I feel about protecting all students and staff.  It is our job as a community to try and protect 
everyone.  One child getting severely ill from Covid in our district is one too many.  Every child should be able to attend 
school in person this year and feel comfortable doing so.  My son will be entering middle school and will not be eligible for 
his vaccine until April unless it gets approved sooner for his age group.  My guess is that as a new member of the Blake 
community he would feel pretty singled out if he was wearing a mask while the majority of students were not.  Also, from 
everything that I've read, it is really important for both people to be masked in order for mask wearing to be effective even if 
one person is fully vaccinated. It is my hope that as more and more adults and students get vaccinated, the delta variant 
will become less of an issue and our numbers will go down again.  I would be in full support of ending the mask wearing 
mandate if that does occur but as of right now I would feel very uneasy allowing my kids to go to school with a mask 
optional mandate.

8/23/2021 13:15:48 jentmonton
e@gmail.
com

Montone Jennifer Memorial My son is an incoming Kindergartener at Memorial. Given that every child will be masked, and that interacting with peers 
with a key component of social-emotional learning especially at this young age, we would prefer that the kids not be 
required to keep a distance from others in the classroom.

8/23/2021 15:45:54 sophiavigla
s@gmail.
com

Viglas Sophia Wheelock I just wanted to share that I appreciate all of the conversation about this as I can't imagine how tiring and frustrating it is - 
especially knowing that one side will not be happy and people seem to have a difficult time "agreeing to disagree."  
Personally for my family and I we are in support of everyone wearing masks K+ (I just can't imagine in monitoring who is 
received the vaccine and who didn't for the older grades.  There is very clear medical science that supports mask wearing 
to prevent the spread - and I think that was why Medfield never had to close schools.  I would rather have students in 
school with masks than disrupted learning due to being in and out because of close contacts etc.  It is much more 
disruptive for students and families.  I believe for anyone Kindergarten and older the conversation about facial expressions 
etc is not relevant (I understand the concern for babies and toddlers).  If people feel that their child is missing something in 
school because people are masked, they should optimize their out of school time with their child to work on whatever their 
concern is or skill they want their child to learn. I say this as a full time working parent because it is not school's 
responsibility to do everything.   I work in Boston and am VERY happy that everyone will be masked as at this time it 
simply is the safest choice for the greater community.

8/24/2021 11:02:12 yvette.
ram@comc
ast.net

Ram Yvette Medfield High School I am opposed to mask wearing as it provides no protection.  I am opposed to testing as my child is in school not a hospital, 
furthermore the PCR test has been proven to be unreliable.
I am also opposed to and will not give permission for my child to be vaccinated or tested, until further safety testing.

8/25/2021 9:20:32 melanie.
winfrey@g
mail.com

Winfrey Melanie Wheelock, Blake Middle 
School

We are in support of full masking for all while indoor. It sets the right example for all the kids and we've shown it can be 
done successfully.

We would like to have distancing in place for any gathering space, especially the cafe. If this cannot be done, lunch should 
continue to be at desks in classrooms.

What plan do we have to bring all spaces to HEPA level filtration? It's great that we've increased air flow and Merv levels 
where we can but a lack of HEPA level (aka equal to or greater than Merv 17) does not get our kids or teachers the levels 
they deserve.

We hope a mandatory vaccination for all that can medically receive one safely is implemented as soon as the vaccines are 
fully approved. There should be an appropriate, transparent and easy to understand solution for the very few with medical 
opt out needs.

8/26/2021 9:50:15 tjserdynski
@gmail.
com

Kuzich Teri Memorial, Wheelock I am concerned that there are few precautions in place to keep my kids safe from Covid. I am uncomfortable with: the lack 
of distancing/reduced capacity; eating lunch in the cafeteria; packed buses; no acknowledgement or addressing of Covid in 
teacher welcome letters; no details on random testing (when will they start? How many kids will be tested? How often?) no 
remote or hybrid options; no strong communications showing leadership about Covid precautions like we’ve had in the 
past, clearly stating what is being done and what is expected from parents/guardians - especially messages about not 
sending children with symptoms to school. I feel like I am completely on my own to keep my children safe.

8/26/2021 10:35:10 jimbuckleyjr
@yahoo.
com

Buckley James Blake Middle School, 
Medfield High School

Safety first. Trust the science and experts. Consider the local data when making a decision. Sacrifice for the greater good. 
Work as a community to protect one another. Thank you for all of your efforts and your outreach to families!
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8/26/2021 11:04:24 davidandka
ren@mac.
com

Skocypec Karen Wheelock, Dale Street I urge the administration and school committee to at LEAST keep the protocols from last school year in place PLUS pooled 
testing for all grades. These measures were effective at keeping kids healthy and are necessary with the more 
transmissible Delta variant and where kids under 12 can’t be vaccinated. Can you please also share contingencies should 
school spread become an issue? Also, will there be any additional measures in place to make sure symptomatic children 
are not in school?

8/26/2021 14:42:09 mereflann@gmail.com

Flannery Meredith Dale Street Can you please explain how remote learning will run? Will in-person students be connected to the remote learners or is 
there separate staff dedicated to this?  

If my student is out, will they have a remote learning option?

What constitutes a close contact and what is the procedure for handling?

Also, strongly in support of extending universal masking past October 1 for all until my child can be vaccinated. Everyone in 
contact with k-6 students should be masked.

Thank you

8/26/2021 15:06:49 mcmartin@verizon.net
Martin Marie Medfield High School I am against the mask mandate, and unfortunately this will not stop until we say no. I believe  that the ideal solution for the 

interim is to allow it to be up to the individual. 


