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Dear Learners and Families,

As we enter the 9th day of school, it is important to review critical COVID-19 responses to ensure we can
continue to keep our school family safe.

This year, in collaboration with the Midland County Health Department, MECHS has onsite serial testing to
give families an alternative to quarantine. As a result, we are able to quickly identify any positive cases and
isolate before additional spread occurs, as well as keep healthy individuals in school.

To stay updated on confirmed, probable or close contacts, please visit our website at
https://www.merps.org/page/covid19. At the time of this writing, MECHS has had 8 positive cases since
9.7.2021. These numbers are reported as they occur, usually within 24 hours.

In the event of a COVID-19 positive/probable case of a student or staff member, MECHS is required to follow
contact tracing guidelines to identify any close contacts. With guidance from the Midland County Health
Department, MERPS is able to offer individuals options to keep all students safe and stop the spread of
illness. Once close contacts are identified, both the individual and their family is notified. Close contact
learners have three options, depending on their vaccination status. The flowchart below walks families

through these options or you can visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KOkBRFGEQQ.
Please read further to help MECHS stop the spread of illness.

Help is needed to stop the spread of COVID-19 and other communicable illnesses!

We greatly appreciate your efforts to help us stop the spread of various ilinesses. It is important that
families and students continue to complete the self screening and remain at home wheniill. If you are sick,
please stay home. Classes are available via livestream through Zoom for learners remaining at home for
COVID related issues. Simply log on to your ECHO agenda and the link is available to you, if you are well
enough to complete class activities.

We must work together to stay safe and remain in school until June! MECHS encourages families to follow
the health department recommendations:

Screen daily for symptoms of illness. STAY home when you are ill!
Wash hands frequently.

Wear a face covering while indoors (recommended, not required).
Practice physical distancing when possible.
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In the end, we are all in this together. Please don't hesitate to contact me with additional questions,
concerns and feedback. Thank you for trusting us with your children’s learning needs.


https://www.merps.org/page/covid19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4K0kBRFGE00

Warm Regards,

Tara Maﬁm

Tara Mager, MA, LPC, LBSW
Principal

Meridian Public School Students COVID-19 Guide
2021-20F2 Schonl Year

Student has ANY close contact to an indhddual that hes tested positive or is a probable case of COVID-18 In the

st 14 days:

+ Close Contact s defined as being closer than & ft for a duration of 15 minutes or greater within a 24 hour period,
regardless of mask wearing.

Student must |selate

symptems first appesred AND
At least 24 hours with no fever
or fever reducing medication

AND sympiams are improving

Unvaccinated students without symploms that
haove been placed under quarantine due to &

school close contact, can attend in schoel, IE
they provide proot of & NEGATIVE serialirapid
test on guaarantine days 1-5, 7 & 9 remains
négathse AND the student mUSt Wes & mask
when attending all school activities. (IF they are
cuposed to a positive person the household
quarantine may not begin until the posithve
persens isolation perlod ends. ) IE & student ks
symptomatic they must stay home and contact
their healthcare provider.

If you have any questions regarding COVID-18 protocols
pleass contact the District COVID Coordinator, Sarah

Glann at sarah.glann@merps.org or 389-687-1200, ext.
3265

Is the student FULLY vaccinated for
COVID-19 & hias & lab confirmed
positive COVID-19 test with in 50

days?

Can remain in scheol and school activities.
MUST wear a mask for 14 days after exposure.
Student can get a serialirapid test between days
3-5 after exposure. f testing is NEGATIVE then
the mask use In no longer reguired. 1Ea student s
symptomatic they must
stay home and contact

(Symytons consistent with COVID-19 are: ] their healthcare
+ Fever or chills provider.
+ Cough
+ Shartress of breath or difficultyy breathing
+ Fatigue
+ Muscle or body aches

If your student is experiencing

COVID-19 Symptoms please keep
them hame. As always students

+ Headache should NOT attend school if they
+ New loss of taste or smell have a fewer and MUST be 24

+ Sore “"'F'i't hours fever free without the use
* Congestion ar runny nose of fever reducing medicine to

 Mausea or vorniting
+ Diarrhea

attend school/school activities.

Reach Higher.



