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Eighth grade reading activities provide an opportunity
for students to describe and connect essential ideas,
arguments, and perspectives by using their knowledge
of text structure, organization, and purpose.

Utilizing the IREADY reading curriculum, our lessons
creates a strong foundation for your eighth grader in
the following language arts strands:
 • Vocabulary Development
 • Word building skills 
 • Apply knowledge of word origins and word
relationships
 • Verify understanding of word meanings by definition,
restatement, example, comparison, or contrast
 • Discover new vocabulary through reading activities
on figurative language
 • Reading Comprehension
 • Literary criticism by analyzing a work of literature,
then showing how it reflects the heritage, traditions,
attitudes, and beliefs of its author

Independent Novels Covered:
 • The Giver
 • Animal Farm
 • The 5 People You Meet in Heaven
 • The Life of Pi
 

The mathematical content the students will cover
during their 8th Grade Year is as follows: 

 • Real Numbers and Coordinate Plane 
 • Solving Linear Equations 
 • Introduction to Functions 
 •Graphing Functions 
 • Systems of Linear Equations 
 • Exponents 
 • Geometry-Measurement-Formulas 
 • Transformations 
 • Data Analysis.  

Students will also work on I-ready weekly for 45
minutes a week. 

  math

  social studies
Students in 8th grade begin with American History
picking up after the Revolutionary War.  We then will
extensively study American Government. In late fall, the
Federal Constitution unit will begin. Illinois Law requires
students to study and pass an exam on the Federal
Constitution. Finally, we will begin the Civil War.

The textbook series used is Prentice Hall, “America,
History of Our Nation: Civil War to the Present.“ In
addition, the State of Illinois issues a Blue Federal
booklet to study the Constitution. 

Emphasis on:
 • Understanding political systems
 • Understanding economic systems
 • Understanding events, trends, individuals, and
movements shaping the history of our country
 • The Federal Constitution 
 • The American Civil War
 • Reconstruction and the New South 

The history of the Catholic Church, Catholic values,
family values, and preparation for Confirmation are all
taught in 8th grade. Catholic values are taught
throughout all subjects with an emphasis on Catholic
morality and belief. The faith is learned via Biblical
passages and scriptures, prayer, liturgical celebrations,
discussion, and reflection.

The texts used are “Blest Are We, the Story of Our
Church,“ and “Confirmation, Inspired by the Spirit.“ 

Emphasis on: 
 • Prayer
 •Creating and participating in different forms of prayer
 • Preparing and participating in liturgical celebrations 
 • Devotions (May Crowning, Rosary, Stations of the Cross) 
 • History of the Church-the Four Marks of the Church 
 • The Growth of Christendom 
 • The Medieval Church 
 • Returning to the Roots of Christianity Sacramental
Preparation
 • Jesus‘s Promise of the Holy Spirit 
 • The Action of the Holy Spirit in the Church
 • Celebrating the Holy Spirit in Our Lives and
Confirmation 
 • Living What We Have Celebrated 
 • Enjoying serving our Living God through service
experiences

  RELIGION

  SCIENCE 
The textbook used is the Glencoe “Science” series.  The
LabLearner program allows students to  participate in
hands-on experiments to explore life, physical, earth,
and space sciences. They use scientific investigation to
identify problems, form and test hypotheses, and
evaluate results. 

Emphasis on: Heat and heat transfer • Friction •
Electricity and magnetism • Health and nutrition •
Sound waves and pressure • Light • Ecosystems •
Watersheds

  READING

  LANGUAGE ARTS
The textbook used is 
Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop, Level A

Units lessons:
 • Writer‘s Workshop (develop age-appropriate writing
skills)
 • Keeping a Writer‘s Notebook
 • Generate several different styles/types of writing
 • Paragraph Editing to sharpen mechanics
 • Organizing According to Form
 • Spelling Tests
 • Vocabulary Building
 • Historical influences on English word meanings


