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As part of the American Rescue Plan Act, Fayetteville Public Schools provides for
parents and the general public a summary of its plan for the safe continuation of
in-person learning and continuity of services.

Students and staff members will follow the 2021-2022 Guide for School which is
available on the FPS Website, as are daily updates to the COVID-19 Dashboard.

To assist schools with developing procedures for all school operations the Arkansas
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has updated guidance
regarding the best practices that will continue to ensure the safety of both students
and educators while supporting a strong in-person learning environment. To learn
more, click on the  following document: 2021-2022 COVID-19 Guidance for Schools
(PDF)

The FPS Ready for Learning Committee was instrumental in the development of our
planning throughout the pandemic.  The district continues to work in partnership
with our local medical community, the City of Fayetteville and will follow direction
from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Center for
Disease Control and the Arkansas Department of Health as we work to keep staff
and students safe at school.

Updates to these plans, in consideration of a rapidly changing situation, will
supersede any guidance previously posted.

EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS

For the 2021-2022 school year, Fayetteville Public Schools offers two learning
options: Traditional (Onsite) Learning or Fayetteville Virtual Academy.

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1448403/2021-2022_Guide_for_School_8-11-21.pdf
https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/19418ae2-8ee9-4939-a328-16e1046672de/page/phIcB
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/REVISED_Copy_of_FINAL_2021-22_Guidance_for_Schools_20210810111300.pdf
https://sites.google.com/g.fayar.net/2020fpstaskforce/introduction
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1210874/Learning_Options_for_2021-2022__1_.pdf


PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS

Fayetteville Public Schools will continue to implement district procedures that have
allowed for onsite learning and have minimized disruptions throughout the school
year.

The following district procedures will continue to be implemented in all schools and
district buildings:

● Students and staff will be encouraged to stay home when sick.
● Universal and correct use of masks on school campuses is required (see

School District Policy 1.19:  1.19 – WEARING MASKS AND FACE COVERINGS)
● Cleaning and disinfecting to maintain healthy facilities
● Increased air circulation/ventilation
● Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
● Physical distancing:  Staff and students will seek maximum distance to the

greatest extent possible
● Appropriate response when positive cases are identified in combination with

isolation and quarantine as directed by the CDC and ADH

The Arkansas Department of Health Guidance will continue to provide
recommended practices related to public health considerations.

CONTINUED PRACTICES TO MITIGATE THE LIKELIHOOD OF COVID-19
SPREAD INSIDE THE SCHOOL

Update Regarding Masks/Face Coverings
Fayetteville Public Schools requires the wearing of masks by all staff and students as
outlined by CDC and ADH guidance to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

School district policy 1.19 requires the wearing of masks. These protocols will
remain in place until further notice.

Update Regarding Physical Distancing
FPS will continue to follow the recommendations of ADH and CDC, while promoting
social distancing and accommodating as much as possible in the classrooms.  FPS
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https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1459002/1.19_-_WEARING_MASKS_AND_FACE_COVERINGS.pdf
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/covid-19-health-guidances
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1459002/1.19_-_WEARING_MASKS_AND_FACE_COVERINGS.pdf


will continue to follow district policy requiring students and staff members to wear
masks.

● CDC has updated requirements for physical distancing to allow a minimum of
three (3) feet in a classroom setting.

● When feasible, all classrooms will attempt to maximize physical distancing in
classrooms and throughout the campus.

Hand Washing/Cleaning
Handwashing and cleaning will occur throughout the day, including and not limited
to, beginning of school day and before and after recesses, lunch, and bathroom
breaks.

● Schools have a hand sanitizer and/or hand washing stations with soap and
water at each entrance.  Students, teachers, and staff are encouraged to
sanitize and/or wash their hands frequently.

● Limited rugs, carpet squares, or soft furnishings will be used to ensure proper
cleaning.

● Buildings will continue to be cleaned and sanitized.
● Buses will continue to be cleaned.

Screening
● All staff and students should screen themselves (or be screened by parents)

for Covid-19 prior to arriving at school or work.  The recommended screening
questions include:

Have you experienced ANY of the currently known symptoms of COVID-19 below
in the past 48 hours?

● Have you had a fever of 100.4°F or greater in the last two (2) days?
● Fever or chills
● Cough
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Fatigue
● Muscle or body aches
● Headache
● New loss of taste or smell
● Sore throat
● Congestion or runny nose
● Nausea or vomiting
● Diarrhea
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If the answer is “yes” to any of the questions, do not come to school and contact
your primary care physician.

Visits to Schools
To prevent COVID-19 spread, no visitors to schools will be allowed until further
notice.  This practice will be evaluated as our situation changes.

Meetings
Meetings will be held virtually when possible.

Ventilation/Air Circulation
FPS will utilize CDC guidelines to increase ventilation to prevent COVID-19.

UPDATES REGARDING THE USE OF NON-CLASSROOM
SPACES/ACTIVITIES

Field Trips
In an effort to reduce the number of students on a school bus and to reduce the risk
of entering other public facilities (i.e., museums, state parks, businesses, libraries,
and educational programs with hands-on learning exhibits), Fayetteville Public
Schools will allow no field trips until October 1, 2021.   Field trips will be reconsidered
at this time.

Extracurricular Activities
Any extracurricular activities provided will follow ADH guidance for non-AAA
extracurricular activities.

Athletics
FPS will continue to follow guidelines outlined by the Arkansas Activities
Association.

Facilities Rentals
No facility rentals will be allowed until further notice.

RESPONDING TO POSITIVE COVID-19 CASES IN A SCHOOL
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html
https://www.aractivities.org/covid19
https://www.aractivities.org/covid19


Fayetteville Public Schools offers an online COVID-19 report form for students and
staff members to report their positive case, quarantine case, and/or questions they
have for the FPS Point of Contact..

Following ADE/DESE Point of Contact (POC) guidelines, school nurses and POC
contact Possible Close Contacts, isolate the students and staff identified and send
students or staff home with quarantine instructions.

Quarantine Guidelines
Per ADH guidelines, parents of students and staff receive letters providing
quarantine guidance at the time of being placed into quarantine.

● Any individual who tests positive for COVID-19 or who shows any signs or
symptoms of illness should stay home.

● Students and staff members should complete the online COVID-19 Report
Form.

● Please report possible cases of COVID-19 to your principal or director
immediately so that contact tracing can be initiated.

● COVID-19 positive Individuals should not return to school for 10 days after
symptoms first appeared AND be fever free for 48 hours, without the use of
fever-reducing medications and be released from isolation from ADH.

● Students or staff members should quarantine if they have been in close
contact (within 6 feet of someone for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more
over a 24-hour period) with someone who has COVID-19, unless they have
been fully vaccinated or both the infected and exposed individuals
consistently and correctly were wearing a mask. People who are fully
vaccinated (or were masked as stated above) do NOT need to quarantine after
contact with someone who had COVID-19 unless they have symptoms.

However, fully vaccinated (or masked) people should get tested 3-5 days after
their exposure, even if they don’t have symptoms and wear a mask indoors in
public for 14 days following exposure or until their test result is negative. See
the CDC guidance on Quarantine. See DESE guidance on Quarantine.

● Any individual who tests positive for COVID-19, must go into isolation until
ADH releases them from isolation (typically 10-14 days). The ADH will provide
a letter of release to anyone who tests positive and is required to isolate. If
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSce6jOTwlE0aAginDmbM3IUkOkNb02OtSHpIvGo8q_1AQm7zg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3lTI2n61FUxJvQC-12TvsRR986PGjQKLoXg6LedqjCaqP2w/viewform
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/2021-2022_Guidance_for_Schools_rv_20210727142444.pdf


you do not hear from a contact tracer from ADH within three days of testing
positive for COVID-19, please contact Melissa Thomas, Director of Health
Services who serves as the district COVID-19 Point of Contact, and the ADH at
1-800-803-7847.

● If an employee or student tests positive, FPS will contact the Arkansas
Department of Health and follow its guidance for quarantine requirements
and the potential closure of a classroom or school.

● Any decision to close a classroom or school due to COVID-19 will be made in
consultation with the Arkansas Department of Health and following any
guidelines set by the Division of Elementary & Secondary Education.

ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION (AMI)

In the event that Fayetteville Public Schools or an individual school must modify
on-site instruction and pivot to remote learning, the district or school will follow the
Fayetteville Public Schools approved Alternate Method of Instruction (AMI) plan.

If positive cases have evolved to the point that an AMI day is necessary, the
superintendent shall take the following steps:

● Notify the designated DESE Point of Contact (POC);
● Report the AMI day in the LEA Insights portal. (The AMI day for the school or

district will also be reported in eSchool);
● Participate in consultations with the DESE and ADH, and
● Communicate with students, staff, and families to announce that the day is

designated as an AMI day.

Students and families will find their class assignments and daily schedule in Google
Classroom as directed by their teachers. FVA students will continue to follow daily
procedures for accessing online assignments and communicating with teachers.
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