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Building a STRONG

Foundatmn of Literacy

is the connection of
sounds of the English
language to individual
or groups of letters that
are used to decode

and to spell written
language. Students

are taught these skills
in a structured literacy

North Babylon School
District is updating
the elementary core
English Language Arts
curriculum. Over the last
two years, teachers and
administrators worked
together to develop a
shared vision of literacy
instruction based
on current research
and key instructional
practices. This vision
includes a focus on
four main components
of ELA instruction:
foundational literacy,
reading workshop,
writing workshop and
small-group instruction.

These four
components make
up the daily literacy
block in the elementary
classrooms.
Foundational literacy
includes teaching
students the skills they
need as they are learning
how to read. This begins
with phonological and
phonemic awareness,
which includes
recognizing the sounds
in spoken language.
Students are then
taught phonics, which

approach, explicitly and
systematically, to help
them become fluent,
skilled readers.

During the reading
workshop, students are
exposed to collections
of authentic literature

Foundational
Literacy

Writing
Workshop

through a daily read-aloud,

which helps develop
knowledge, vocabulary
and discussion skills.
Teachers use this
literature to teach a
specific comprehension
skill, which students
will then apply to their
independent reading.
Similarly, during writing
workshop, teachers
use mentor texts to
demonstrate what good
writers do to create a
piece of writing within
a particular genre.
Students are guided
through the writing
process by the teacher
to create a finished
piece of original writing
to be shared with an
audience. Small group
is another critical
piece of daily literacy
instruction, where
teachers work with
small groups of students
regularly to support their
individualized needs.
The goal is that the
ELA classrooms will
reflect a space where
students can grow as
readers and writers and
take ownership of their
learning.
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writing curriculum where Students create

original, published pieces of writing across g variety of genres,”
said Dana Musso, Director of ELAK-12. Writing workshop uses
mentor texts to demonstrate different types of craft moves an

author makes within g Particular genre. Students self-select
their writing topic and develop an original piece of writing
using the techniques taught in the writi
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BOOK Love Initiasive
FOR SECONDARY READERS

At the secondary level, the district
has committed to instilling a
passion for reading in all students
through the Book Love initiative.

As part of a book study, all 6-12
teachers of English Language

Arts were provided with a copy

of Penny Kittle's professional text
“Book Love,” which emphasizes
the development of depth, stamina,
and passion in adolescent readers.

Secondary classrooms have used
our updated libraries to promote
student-selected independent
reading. Teachers have dedicated
time for students to read their
books during class and participate
in text-based discussions around
common themes. Students also
demonstrate their understanding
and analysis of texts through
creative independent reading
projects such as one-pagers, movie

trailers, character analysis and
literary critiques.

The district understands that
reading is a skill that must be
practiced regularly. Increased
volume of reading leads to fluency,
increased vocabulary, stronger
writing skills and a greater
understanding of the people and
happenings of our world. The goal
is to have students build stamina
as readers so they can comprehend
increasingly more complex texts
that they will approach in their
classes as well as through college
and their adult lives. The district
has made efforts as a school
community to celebrate reading
and make the Book Love visible in
classrooms and hallways, and help
students see the value of reading in
their everyday lives.




