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Thank you for the school supplies 
and having your child here on time 
and ready to learn.

Thank You!



-Please make sure that you are packing a healthy snack and lunch 
for your child (If not getting hot lunch from school). It is a 
long day!

-A consistent and early bedtime dramatically impacts your 
child’s day.

-Please do your best to send your child to school in comfortable 
clothing and shoes so they can run and play at recess and PE.

-There are no toys or electronic devices from home allowed at 
school.

Logistics



Curriculum



-listening and following directions

-completing work and building independence and responsibility

-learning how to self-monitor

-developing a growth mindset and a determination to persevere 

-working collaboratively and flexibly with peers to problem 
solve

First grade is a big transition!

Building Good Habits



“Processing language, especially at the 
level of sounds, syllables, and words, is 
automatic--that is, fast and unconscious. If 
we are good readers, then processing print 
has also become automatic. We are not aware 
of how we are actually reading as we are 
doing it, and we are not aware of the mental 
events that allow reading to happen.”

-Louisa Cook Moats in Speech to Print

Reading



-phonological awareness: understanding spoken 
words, syllables, and sounds

-phonics and word recognition: corresponding 
sounds with print  and orthographic mapping

-fluency: reading text accurately, quickly, and 
with expression

-comprehension

-vocabulary

Reading 

Students receive explicit instruction 
in each of these components.



1. Early phonological awareness- rhyming, alliteration, 
initial sounds, word segmentation (usually developed in 
preschool)

2. Basic phonemic awareness- blending and segmenting 
(kindergarten through first grade)

3. Advanced phonemic awareness- phonemic proficiency 
including deleting, substituting, and reversing phonemes 
(continues to develop to third or fourth grade)

Raising Readers: Tips for Parents

Phonological Skill Development

https://www.cedu.niu.edu/literacy-clinic/resources/raising-readers/phonemic-awareness.pdf




-adopted ELA district 
curriculum

-diverse range of literature

-phonological awareness and 
phonics activities

-large range of literacy 
activities

Wonders



-narrative

-informative/explanatory

-opinion

-fiction

Writing

*Please do not continually stop your child for spelling corrections while he/she is writing at 
home. Instead, encourage them to focus on sounding out words. They are really 

concentrating on getting their thoughts on page.*  
 



-we use a variety of curriculums

-provide daily opportunities to deepen 
foundational number sense through varied 
exercises, models, and visuals, rather than 
rote memorization and solely algorithm based 
methods

-paper and pencil work as well as online

-games  

Math



-a structured opportunity for children 
to count collections

-builds number sense

-helps develop strategies while problem 
solving

-lays the foundation for understanding 
the base-ten system and operations

-concrete

Math - Counting Collections



1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of 

others.
4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for and make use of structure.
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

Standards for Mathematical Practice



-use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word 
problems

-apply properties of operations as strategies to add and 
subtract

8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known 
(commutative property of addition)

-understand the meaning of the equal sign

8 + __ = 11

Operations & Algebraic Thinking



-count to 120, starting at any number less than 120

-understand place value (ones and tens)

-compare two-digit numbers using symbols

-add within 100

Numbers & Operations in Base 10



-order objects by length

-tell and write time in hours and half-hours using analog 
and digital clocks

-organize, represent, and interpret data

Measurement & Data



-distinguish between defining attributes versus 
non-defining attributes

(triangles are closed shapes and three-sided 
versus color, orientation, and size)

-compose two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
shapes

-partition circles and rectangles into two and 
four equal shares

Geometry



-Patterns in the Sky: Sun, Moon, and Stars

-Light and Sound

-Plants and Animals

Science Units



-citizenship

-places and maps

-culture and community

-everyday life in different times 
and places

-the marketplace

-symbols, icons, and traditions 
of the U.S.

Social Studies Units



-social play

-independent play

-guided play

The Importance of Play

Set predictable and consistent limits on technology that work for 
your family.



-helps develop executive functioning skills, content knowledge, and creative 
thinking

- helps develop social skills such as listening and taking another’s 
perspective-key aspects to developing empathy

-social play requires children to share ideas and express feelings while 
negotiating and reaching compromise

-helps children learn self-regulation while following norms and paying attention 
while experiencing feelings such as anticipation and frustration

-physical well being such as muscle development, coordination, and reflexes

first grade is a big transition with growing pains essential for building 
social/emotional skills for future success

The Importance of Play



8:20-8:40 morning routine - pledge, sharing time, calendar, number of the day

8:40-9:45 reading activities

RECESS

10:00-10:45 math activities 

10:45-11:20 handwriting practice/writing activities 

LUNCH

Daily Schedule



12:10-1:30 unfinished activities from the day / social studies / science / art / 

other special projects (depends on time of year and units of study)

1:30-2:00 choice time

2:00-2:20 P.E.

2:20-2:40 read aloud and get ready to go

Daily Schedule



-should be what works and is meaningful for your family

-emphasis on social emotional learning, real life skills, 
reading, and making time for play

-please read everyday with your child

Home Activities

*Yellow Monday Folders* 
please look at work from 
class and return empty 

folder



Check out our Class 
Story on Dojo to 

access more at home 
resources!



Mindset Matters



-please do your best to provide a comfortable mask for your 
child that fits correctly

-please label lunch boxes, water bottles, and clothing

-please tell me in advance if your pickup routine changes and 
who will be getting your child (please do your best to send me 
a Dojo with this information the day before)

Helpful Reminders



We can do this!

Keep in mind that this is still a big transition for you 

and your child and that there are bound to be bumps along 

the way. The most important thing is that they feel 

excited about school and continue to view it positively. 

Academic progress is far easier to make up than changing 

a child’s internal beliefs about themselves and school.


