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Beecher Community School District 

 

The Vision for Ambitious Teaching of Writing in All Content Areas 

 

Writing is a complex process used for multiple purposes to address many different audiences.  Writing 
involves a multi-faceted approach that cannot be taught as a single skill like bike riding. Writing takes on 
many forms and should be assessed across multiple content areas. Formative assessment should 
happen throughout the writing process. Successful writing can is varied, holistic, and authentic. In order 
for all students to develop this in-depth knowledge of writing, teachers must teach in an ambitious and 
culturally responsive way. In an educational setting, all teachers, regardless of content area expertise, 
are teachers of reading and writing.  
 
Approaching writing as holistic acknowledges the nature of writing development, treats writing as an 
ongoing process, and considers aspects of writing (such as grammar and punctuation) as parts of a 
whole. Approaching writing as authentic means seeing it in real-world terms, creating assignments that 
connect with students’ lived experiences, providing adequate time for writing projects, and evaluating it 
with multiple measures that consider audience and purpose. Approaching writing as varied means 
fostering heterogeneous writing skills—such as collaborative and technology-based writing activities—in 
various genres and disciplines.  
 
Writing is . . . Holistic 
Effective writing instruction and assessment incorporates many different facets of writing that have 
traditionally been taught in isolation, including grammar, syntax, spelling, mechanics, and even stages in 
the writing process. Current research suggests that a holistic approach to instruction and assessment will 
give students the tools they need to develop as writers. A holistic approach sees writing as a 
multidirectional and multifaceted activity and attempts to teach and assess the many disparate aspects of 
writing in a connected fashion.  
 
The holistic approach regards the “process model” of writing as flexible.  
 

 Writing does not proceed in linear fashion from prewriting to drafting to revising. The revision 
practices of students become more effective when instructors help them to see that revision 
occurs at every stage of the writing process. Students benefit from a metacognitive understanding 
of revision; rather than just learning steps in a process, they should constantly reflect upon their 
own writing performances. 
 

 Students who create high quality writing plans, often involving reflection or awareness of their 
own thinking as well as personal goals for writing, produce stronger papers. Teachers can help 
students with the process by examining and responding to pre-writing as well as drafts. 
 
 

 When students are given explicit instructions in writing they can develop the ability to monitor and 
modify their own writing processes and this, in turn, improves the quality of their writing. Such 
instruction can include strategies like goal-setting and self-monitoring, which lead students to 
write longer, more developed, and qualitatively stronger texts. 

 
The holistic approach avoids separate or isolated grammar instruction.  
 

 An exclusive focus on grammar instruction and grammar-related assessments can distract 
students and teachers from the entire range of features that constitute effective writing. 
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 Research shows that explicit teaching of grammar using a context-based functional approach, 
which focuses on how words, phrases, and sentences work together to make meaning can help 
basic writers and English language learners improve their writing.  

 

 Employers who place high value on accuracy, clarity, and usage in workplace writing also value 
rhetorical features such as persuasive appeals to a real audience, and they often expect 
employees to participate in collaborative construction of written texts.  

 
Writing is . . . Authentic 
 
The twenty-first century demands that literate students possess a wide range of writing skills and  
varying approaches to writing tasks. Writers need to understand and respond to many different rhetorical 
situations, addressing multiple audiences for a variety of purposes. Teachers who adjust their 
approaches to teaching and assessing writing can to prepare students to meet real-world writing 
challenges.  
 
Authentic writing takes place in a real-world context and addresses real-world needs.  
 
Writing can serve as both a means of access and as a barrier to opportunity. Those who write effectively 
have an advantage in applying to college, seeking employment, or earning promotions. They can also 
use writing to think through ideas and assimilate new information. Effective writers know how to deal with 
a wide variety of genres. Within a single day, an individual’s writing tasks might include genres such as 
academic papers, technical reports, memos, personal reflections, emails, visual and oral presentations, 
notes on reading, and research documents. 
 

 The 21st century requires writers who can move easily between genres, think critically about new 
writing tasks, exercise audience awareness, and be able to identify and improve areas of 
weakness.  

 Digital technologies influence the processes, circulation, and evaluation of writing, and students 
need to learn how to work effectively with them.  

 Inquiry-based writing connects writing practices with real-world experiences and tasks; it also 
increases student engagement. Research shows that authentic writing involving analysis and 
interpretation is related to increased writing achievement. 

 
Authentic writing instruction affirms the importance of collaboration.  
 
Although writing is often portrayed as an isolated activity, it has many social dimensions, and effective 
teachers provide students opportunities to experience writing in interactive terms by encouraging 
students to work together at every stage of the writing process.  
 

 Writers benefit from a combination of self-evaluation and peer evaluation; this helps them to 
appropriate higher writing standards, develop self-regulation skills, and view writing as both an 
individual and collaborative activity.  

 Students who have access to computers for writing often move easily into collaborative 
arrangements with other writers and find electronic support for their work with others.  

 Opportunities to work with peers in prewriting and drafting as well as revising enables students to 
develop a strong sense of audience as well as a more fully developed understanding of voice in 
writing. 

 
Authentic writing instruction gives careful attention to assessment.  

 
The most effective assessment of writing occurs within the context of instruction. The growing presence 
of one-time writing assessments on high-stakes standardized tests has a negative effect on writing 
instruction because they are disconnected from instruction and provide little or no useful feedback to 
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teachers or students. Research has shown that an overreliance on standardized testing, especially in K-
12 education, often harms students’ daily experience of learning and displaces more substantive 
approaches to the curriculum.  
 

 Skill in writing is developed and refined through practice, which means students should have 
frequent opportunities to write and receive formative assessment such as comments on a draft, 
peer response, or suggestions for revision. 

 An authentic understanding of writing assessment based in research shows that a carefully 
organized system of classroom documentation of student learning, through portfolios or other 
methods of collecting student work samples, is the most useful for demonstrating student writing 
achievement. 

 Quality feedback that asks students to develop their writing and expand their ideas results in 
improvement. Surface-level feedback focused on grammar and spelling does not encourage 
students to develop their writing or thinking. 

 
Authentic writing instruction helps students use new technologies effectively.  
 
Writing is increasingly occurring in digital form, and the new media technologies of the digital 
environment shape writing. Today’s students need to learn how to use images, graphic design, and 
social networking software to compose and represent their ideas.  
 

 Students who use computers while writing show more engagement and motivation and produce 
written work of greater length and higher quality.  

 

 The use of technology in classrooms help to encourage more collaborative literacy processes.  
 
Writing is . . . Varied 
Students demonstrate a wide variety of abilities, strengths, and challenges when learning to write. We 
must acknowledge that students are often at different points in a single classroom. A varied instructional 
approach recognizes many different contexts and purposes for writing.  
A varied approach sees writing as a way of learning and gives students many opportunities to explore 
ideas with writing. 
 

 Writing assignments can enhance content area learning through writing-to-learn activities which 
use writing as a means to explore new information.  

 Studies show that maturing writers develop authority in stages, using these stages to write 
themselves into positions of expertise. Emerging writers often imitate and repeat scholarship 
before they can analyze and question it.  

 Instructors and researchers increasingly recognize the need to foster and scaffold students’ ability 
to identify and employ discipline-specific features of writing. For example, research indicates that 
students who recognize their novice position within a discipline, and who see the need to develop 
into experts, improve their writing abilities more than students who adhere to the familiar writing 
formulas and conventions.  

 
A varied approach recognizes many different contexts and purposes for writing. 
 

 Each discipline has content-specific knowledge, and students need to learn how to use this 
knowledge in their writing. Students benefit from being actively encouraged to see formal and 
linguistic features of the texts as emerging from and responding to the disciplinary and social 
purpose of communication.  

 The numerous, varied writing tasks students confront depend on specific skills and knowledge. 
Students need to be able to effectively write for a range of purposes, content areas, and 
workspaces.  
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 Having to explicitly discuss and articulate particular genre decisions can help students to transfer 
knowledge into various disciplines and can help lessen the achievement gap.  

 Research shows that from early developmental years to graduate student courses, students’ 
explicit knowledge of the features and expectations of specific genres increases authentic and 
purposeful engagement with writing and reading. 

 
Research-Based Recommendations for Effective Writing Instruction and Assessment For 
Teachers  
 

 Require all students to write extensively so that they can be comfortable writing extended prose in 
elementary school, and a minimum of five-page essays in high school and ten-page essays in 
college.  

 Create writing assignments that ask students to interpret and analyze in a wide variety of genres. 

 Employ functional grammar approaches to help students understand how language works in a 
variety of contexts. 

 Foster collaborative writing processes.  

 Make new-media writing part of students’ regular composing. 

 Use strategies of formative assessment to give students feedback on developing drafts. 

 Employ multiple measures, including portfolios, to provide summative assessments of students’ 
develop 

 

What can Students do as a Result of Ambitious Writing Instruction? 

Every child can and should learn to write.  When writing is authentically taught students should be able to 
experience the following: 

● Students have opportunities to write on topics that matter to them. 
● Students understand the purpose and audience for specific types of writing assignments. 
● Students are able to apply writing skills and strategies learned in class. 
● Students use writing models, assignments and strategies to guide their different writing tasks. 
● Students reflect on their writing skills. 
● Students are excited about what they write and make efforts to display and publish it.  
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