
 

Parents, Guardians, and Friends of Alex Public Schools, 

While our preferred model of instructional delivery is a traditional educational 

environment, we are unsure of whether or not there will be public health 

restrictions during 2021-2022 school year. Our intent is to provide in-person 

learning to the greatest extent possible, while also taking steps to keep our 

students, staff, and community safe and adhere to any applicable public health 

orders.  

Our plan is based on current information but is subject to change as we receive 

more direction from the Oklahoma Department of Education and public health 

officials. 

The effectiveness of this plan relies strongly on each individual’s personal 

responsibility in monitoring his or her health. Returning to our school campus will 

mean students and staff may be exposed to the COVID-19 virus. Alex Public 

Schools will strongly encourage routine, daily self-assessment for individuals 

coming onto campus that includes temperature and symptom checks. This plan will 

be flexible and reassessed continually as conditions change. 

Unfortunately, everyone should prepare for disruption. The 2020-2021 school year 

was unlike any we have experienced. We are doing the best we can to establish 

protocols and stability for students, staff and families for the 2021-2022 year. 

However, this public health crisis is unprecedented, with circumstances and advice 

from health professionals continually developing. The continued health of the 

community depends on self-assessment. Therefore, we are asking individuals to be 

respectful of others by staying home when experiencing symptoms. 

Although we understand this next year may look very different as well, we are 

looking forward to resuming instruction with our students this school year! 

Sincerely, 

The Alex Public School Administrative Team 



SCHOOL OPERATIONS 

Checklist 

The safety of your child(ren) and our staff is of the utmost importance as we return 

to school. Therefore, we are asking you to check your child for signs of COVID-19 

daily. Below is a checklist of questions you may use as a reference. If your child 

exhibits any of the following signs/symptoms (if you answered "Yes" to any of the 

questions 1-6), please keep them at home. 

This checklist must be used separately for each child from your household 

attending school. 

1. Does your child have a temperature of 100 degrees or more today? 

2. Does your child have a sore throat? 

3. Does your child have a cough? 

4. Does your child have a loss of smell or taste? 

5. Does your child have shortness of breath? 

6. Has your child been in close contact with a positive COVID case? 

By sending your child(ren) to school, you are agreeing that the answer to each of 

the questions above is, "No." 

If your child stays home from school, written documentation from a doctor or a 

county health department may be required before the child reenters school. 

Physical Distancing 

Alex Public Schools will make every effort to promote healthy practices and 

protocols. Physical distancing will be implemented as reasonably as possible. It is 

important to note, however, that while efforts will be made to social distance, 

parents should not expect 6 feet of distance between students at all times. 

Face Coverings 

Alex Public Schools will use the new Oklahoma Department of Health COVID-19 

map to determine the requirements for student and staff Face Coverings. 

Guidelines may be found at https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-

system 



If Grady County is in the GREEN category (New Normal), the following 

guidelines will be in place: No facial coverings will be required 

If Grady County is in the YELLOW category (Low), the following guidelines will 

be in place: The low level will allow for some flexibility in the classroom and other 

areas within the building. 

Face Coverings may be worn by all students and employees when they are not in 

the classroom. 

*Media Center 

*Passing periods 

*Restroom breaks 

*In the cafeteria line, until they are seated or properly distanced for lunch 

*Other areas and conditions where social distancing is not possible  

Students and teachers may wear a Face Covering inside the classroom when social 

distancing is not possible. Examples include when students are engaged in small 

group work or when teachers need to work with small student groups.  

Students may be required to wear the Face Covering when approaching a teacher’s 

desk for assistance.  

In the classroom setting, when desks and other seating areas have been distanced 

as much as possible and students are seated, students and teachers are encouraged 

and allowed to wear Face Coverings, but not required.  

Face Coverings will not be required to be worn during PE, recess, or other outdoor 

activities where air is circulating and informal social distancing is possible.  

We are not able to accurately predict every possible scenario; therefore, 

circumstances not noted on this list will be determined & adjusted at the site and 

district level as they arise. 

If Grady County is in the ORANGE category (Moderate), the following guidelines 

will be in place: Staff and students may be required to wear Face Coverings while 

indoors. 

If Grady County is in the RED category, HIGH, the following guidelines will be in 

place: 



The HIGH category is the extreme level of the pandemic scale, and, at this point, 

very serious decisions will be made at the national, state, and local levels. 

Alex Public Schools will act accordingly to adhere to the requirements needed to 

keep everyone safe. Therefore, we will alert all stakeholders to the emergency 

protocols that will be in place if this level is reached. 

Alex Public Schools is prepared to provide a Continuous Learning Plan for every 

student in the event that school is closed in response to the current situation. 

Temperature Checks 

Temperature checks and hand sanitization may occur upon entering building each 

day. 

Ill Students 

Students who become ill at school will be sent to a designated isolation area. 

School staff will follow an established protocol for taking the student’s 

temperature and notifying parents. If the student has a temperature of 100 degrees 

or greater, a parent/guardian will be notified, and arrangements will be made for 

the child to be picked-up. 

Campus Visitors 

Campus visitors may be limited to essential business during the 2021-2022 school 

year. Essential business visitors may be required to have an appointment and 

follow necessary precautions. We will reevaluate this policy as conditions change. 

Check In & Check Out Procedures (may be implemented if need arises) 

Protocol for Check-In and Check-Out 

Parent/Guardian – call the office to request that your child be checked-in or out. 

Wait outside the school in vehicle – students will be admitted to the building or 

allowed to exit the building upon check-in or check-out. 

Standard Drop Off & Pick Up 

Parents may be required to wait in their vehicles to eliminate congregating at the 

entrance. We realize this may cause a longer wait time and apologize for the 

inconvenience, but, for the safety of all students, we ask that you plan accordingly 

for extended wait times. 



Transportation 

Alex Public Schools will provide traditional transportation. Students will be 

encouraged to social distance on buses when reasonably possible; however, parents 

should not expect 6 feet of space between riders on school buses. 

Buses: 

Face Covering requirements will follow the guidelines of the COVID-19 Alert 

System https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-system 

If parents can transport students to school, it will greatly help with social 

distancing on the buses 

To protect drivers and students while riding the bus, we will: 

Increase ventilation on buses 

Face Covering requirements will follow the guidelines of the COVID-19 Alert 

System https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-system 

Clean and disinfect buses regularly 

NOTE: Students riding CVTECH Buses may be required to wear a face covering 

per CVTECH Guidelines 

Cafeteria 

Students will use hand sanitizers located at the beginning of the serving line 

Students will practice social distancing as much as space allows 

Face Covering requirements will follow the guidelines of the COVID-19 Alert 

System  

Serving lines will be modified to minimize contamination of food being served 

Food service guidelines will be followed 

WATER FOUNTAINS 

Drinking fountains may be turned off. However, we will have designated stations 

available for students to fill water bottles. 

Students should bring their own bottles of water and should not share with others 

 



SCHOOL FACILITIES 

Alex Public Schools prides themselves on the cleanliness and maintenance of our 

school facilities. Not only will we maintain these standards of clean facilities, but 

we will utilize the Clorox 360 machines regularly to maintain the health and safety 

of our students and staff. This includes, but is not limited to, classrooms, gym 

facilities, locker rooms, restrooms and anywhere that students or staff will be 

working.  

WHAT HAPPENS IF SOMEONE TESTS POSITIVE 

It is likely we will experience disruption at some point in the school year due to 

COVID-19. If a student or staff member tests positive, we will follow Oklahoma 

and County Health Department guidelines for school site or district closure. 

It is important to note that a positive diagnosis does not necessarily mean shutting 

down a school site or the entire district.  

The Alex Public School administration team will work closely with the Grady 

County and Oklahoma Health Department as needed in order the make the most 

informed decisions possible for our district. Alex Public Schools will follow the 

guidelines of the Grady County Health Department, Oklahoma Health Department 

and Center for Disease Control guidelines to contact trace all confirmed positive 

cases of students or staff. We will maintain open communication with Grady 

County Health Department Officials on proper COVID protocols.  

SCHOOL PERSONNEL 

School personnel will follow the same guidelines as students for the following 

protocols: 

Daily symptoms check 

Physical distancing 

Hand hygiene  

On-site temperature check 

Face coverings 

*Teaching and modeling proper handwashing and respiratory etiquette will be a 

priority among students and staff district wide.  



VACCINATIONS 

Every effort will be made to provide vaccinations to staff, students and community 

as those options are made available by the state department of health. Alex Public 

Schools will allow teachers to take time off to make vaccination appointments. We 

will work with the health department to provide these options as they are available.  

ACADEMICS AND GROWTH 

Achieving our core mission to educate children is a tremendous challenge during 

the COVID-19 public health crisis. Alex Public Schools is committed to consistent 

learning throughout the school year although we know we are likely to experience 

disruption. 

Our goal is to provide flexible learning options for families who may be impacted 

by health concerns either due to an immunocompromised system or due to a short 

period of time where family members are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. 

Learning Options 

Traditional 

All courses/classes taken at regularly assigned school site 

In-person instruction 

Traditional academic school day 

Transition as needed between in-class and remote learning* 

Remote 

Determined by the district, city, or state in the event of an outbreak 

Can be utilized by individual families in the event of student exposure/illness 

resulting in quarantine 

Counts as a school day (not a traditional absence if student completes online 

lessons within the allotted time) 

Students continue to learn new material with teacher support 

May include pre-recorded or live lessons/tutorials 

Regular support and contact from Alex faculty until on-campus class can resume 

 



Virtual 

Virtual school will only be utilized on a case by case basis and only when all other 

options have been explored.  

*Remote learning days may also be used in the event of cancellations including, 

but not limited to, inclement weather or other unforeseen factors. 

Students with Special Needs 

● Individualized Education Plans (IEP), 504s, and English Language Academic 

Plans will be followed with the assistance of site principals. 

● Alex Public Schools is committed to providing families an opportunity to have 

meaningful participation in the 504 and IEP process. Whether traditional or in an 

alternative format, such as videoconferencing or by phone, IEP team members 

(parents/guardians, students, general education teachers, special education 

teachers, administrators and others as necessary) will consult with one another to 

determine the most practical format to conduct IEP meetings. 

● District-related service providers such as speech and OT/PT will be in contact 

with students and parents to arrange for continued services within the constraints 

of this public health crisis. 

● For information about IEP and/or 504 services, please contact Angela Mainka at 

amainka@alex.k12.ok.us or 405-785-2265. For information about English 

Language Services, you may contact Charissa Byrne at cbyrne@alex.k12.ok.us or 

405-785-2265. 

Social/Emotional Support 

Our mission is to ensure that all students feel safe at school. This mission is 

especially important during the COVID-19 pandemic. Whether students are 

learning through on campus instruction or virtually at home, they will have access 

to our Guidance Counselor, Mrs. Charissa Byrne, at cbyrne@alex.k12.ok.us and/or 

Licensed Professional Counselor, Justin Doty, at jdoty@alex.k12.ok.us. 

In response to the increasing needs of families for the 2021-2022 school year, 

additional training may be provided in the following areas: 

●Social Emotional Learning (SEL) curriculum to assist students in building skills 

in self-awareness, self-regulation, and collaborative interaction 



● Providing additional training for teachers in trauma-informed practices 

● Providing health, wellness, and community resources for students and families 

on our website 

Conclusion 

Alex Public Schools’ administration, faculty, and staff would like thank you in 

advance for your flexibility and understanding as we navigate this crisis through 

the school year. Alex has always been a community which is dedicated to keeping 

students safe and providing them with a learning environment that fosters 

academic, personal, and social growth. Though this year will look very different 

from the past, our commitment to community, school, and individuals will remain 

consistent.  

If you have questions and/or comments or need assistance with this plan, please 

contact  

• Dr. Keith Weldon, Superintendent, at kweldon@alex.k12.ok.us or 405-785-

2605 ext. 301 

• Mr. Doug Tolson, MS/HS Principal, at dctolson@alex.k12.ok.us or 405-

785-2266 ext. 201 

• Mrs. Nicole Bauman, Elementary Principal, at ndbauman@alex.k12.ok.us. 

or 405-785-2265 ext. 101. 

• Mrs. Amy Loggins, Director of Operations, at aloggins@alex.k12.ok.us 

or 405-785-2265 ext. 233. 

  



FAQs  

When will we use Remote Learning? 

Remote learning will be used when school is closed due to COVID, inclement 

weather, or other unforeseen circumstances. Remote learning days may be added to 

the regular school calendar in an effort to prepare students and staff for longer 

school closures. 

Will all athletics, electives, and fine arts classes continue to be offered at all 

current levels, and will there be any restrictions? 

Depending on the level of community spread, all athletics and activities will 

continue as planned with extra measures taken to ensure the safety of students and 

staff. Additional measures may be implemented as needed. 

Will the school district calendar change for 2021-2022? 

The start date for Alex Public Schools will be August 10, 2021. A current calendar 

may be found on our website under main menu or by clicking here (if viewing 

online). 

What procedures will be used to determine if school is closed due to COVID-19? 

Alex will work with the State and County Department of Health officials, State 

Department of Education, and CDC to determine the need for school closure. 

What will be used for hand sanitizing? 

Alex will have hand sanitizer stations available at main entries, in classrooms, and 

on school buses, and wipes available as an alternative for those who are not able to 

use hand sanitizer. 

How Can you Help? 

Donate hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, face coverings, spray bottles, no touch 

thermometers, and additional school supplies at each site. 

Take your child’s temperature on a daily basis prior to them leaving the house. 

Keep students home if they exhibit any symptoms of any illness. 

Keep students quarantined for 14 days if they have had close contact exposure to 

someone who has tested positive for COVID. *see current Health Dept. and CDC 

guidelines for required quarantine timelines 

https://www.alex.k12.ok.us/page/2021-2022-school-calendar


Prepare your home and child with supplies and devices for remote learning if 

possible and feasible. 

Let your child’s school know if you need assistance with devices or meals. 

Have masks or other appropriate face coverings available for students to have at 

school if needed. 

Openly communicate any concerns directly with your child’s teacher or school site 

administrator. 

Work with the school site as they adjust visitor protocols as necessary and the 

check in/check out processes as warranted. 

Assist with COVID tracing through the State Health Department. 

Request that students use their own school supplies and share as little as possible. 

Request that students bring their own water bottle and not use water fountains in a 

traditional way. 

Please Note: The FAQs will be updated as the pandemic evolves.  

If you have thoughts, ideas, or concerns, please email Mrs. Loggins at 

aloggins@alex.k12.ok.us or click on the following link located on the digital copy 

found on the school website to share your thoughts: Safe Return Input 

Updated 6/17/21, 8/17/21 

 

mailto:aloggins@alex.k12.ok.us
https://forms.gle/p6eWc9zTv63wZX179

