
Greetings Dear Collingswood/Oaklyn Families,

We’d like to thank you for your continued partnership, as we work together to keep schools safe, keep them open,
and keep students in school. To achieve this goal, we are providing a few public health updates.

The latest COVID-19 Activity Level Index (CALI Report) indicates that our region is sustaining its MODERATE
transmission status. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has also developed a Know Your COVID-19
Community Level Tool (Click Here). Camden County is reporting LOW transmission status. As we receive new
information, we will continue to adjust our practices to reflect the next normal.

Per NJ Executive Order, the school mask mandate for schools officially expired on March 7th. As a result,
Collingswood and Oaklyn have a mask-optional policy.

For schools that do not have a universal mask policy, the NJDOH recommends mask-wearing during the following
circumstances:

● During periods of elevated community transmission (HIGH, VERY HIGH)
● During an active outbreak
● After returning from isolation or quarantine
● When illness occurs in school
● During Test-to-Stay (TTS)

Additional circumstances where mask-wearing should be considered:

● Persons who are immunocompromised or live with persons at high risk for severe COVID-19 illness
● Persons who are concerned about disease transmission
● During MODERATE or higher levels while participating in activities where increased exhalation occurs

In general, students or staff do not need to wear masks outdoors, including in outdoor physical education classes or
sports except during Days 6-10 after completing 5-day isolation or quarantine when mask-wearing is required.

Parents are encouraged to contact their school nurse to update their child's vaccination status. Individuals that are
not up-to-date with their vaccine status may be subject to quarantine guidelines if identified as close contact.

Updated Home-based Test-to-Stay is now available. To provide K-12 Collingswood and Oaklyn students an
alternative to quarantine, the districts are updating the home-based Test-to-Stay (TTS) Program. Test-to-Stay (TTS)
combines contact tracing and consistent testing to allow asymptomatic school-associated close contacts who meet
the criteria for quarantine and do not test positive for COVID, to continue attending school. Per the NJDOH,
Test-to-Stay is not appropriate in a preschool setting; therefore preschool students are not eligible at this time.

Students seeking to participate in the home-based TTS Program must adhere to the following updated protocol:

● Per direction from the school nurse, students should be tested immediately following the notification of close
contact. If notification occurs after school hours, the student should be tested the first school day morning
prior to attending school.

● School nurses will distribute home-based test kits for students deemed a school-associated close contact.
● Home-based self-tests are now acceptable for TTS. Results will need to be shared with the school nurse for

students to stay in school.
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https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_19_Report_Week_2022_16.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/news/2022/approved/20220207d.shtml#:~:text=TRENTON%20%E2%80%93%20Noting%20the%20significant%20decline,centers%20effective%20March%207%2C%202022.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/K-12-test-to-stay.pdf
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