
11-12TH  GRADE STUDENT GOALS – 2021-2022 

 

Reading (Fiction and Non-Fiction) 

1. When answering questions, I cite strong and thorough textual evidence by both paraphrasing 

(putting it into my own words) and using quotation marks.  

For example- The skylark symbolizes the author’s love of nature and natural beauty, as he compares 

it to the sound of Spring.   

Or , ‘The author knows he will never be able to recreate art like the skylark’s natural song, which is 

the “sound of vernal showers”.’ 

  

 

2. I can understand inferences- which means I can understand what’s happening in the text through the 

subtle clues and details given, rather than what is explicitly said. I can specify when/where a text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

 

3. I can discuss theme(s) and theme development both literature and an informational text, giving 

specific details and textual evidence as to how themes interact and build on one another to produce 

a complex concept within a text.  

 

4. I can write a summary about a fictional/non-fictional text using a formal, objective tone (no “I” and 

no slang/contractions).  

 

5. I can analyze the impact of an author’s choices regarding how to develop elements in a story or 

drama. For example, setting, order of action, and how characters are introduced/developed. I know 

that an author’s choices concerning structure affect the overall meaning of a story, like if the author 

chose a tragic or comedic resolution.  

 

6. I can determine the figurative and connotative meanings of words in a text and analyze the impact of 

specific word choice on meaning and tone (for example, if a word is formal/informal, if  language is 

set to a specific time period, or language that is particular engaging/beautiful), including 

Shakespeare.  

 

7. I can identify satire/sarcasm/irony/understatement in a text and determine the author’s purpose in 

creating that type of humor.  

 

8. I can analyze 18th, 19th and early 20th century foundational works of American literature and 

foundational U.S documents of historical and literary significance (i.e. The Declaration of 

Independence) and I can compare texts from the same period, identifying similar themes and topics.  

 

9. I can analyze two representations of a subject or scene in different mediums. For example, I can read 

a Shakespeare play, then compare/contrast the story, characters and themes in a related film. I can 

also compare two nonfiction texts (a written biography and a film about their life) and analyze which 

details are emphasized in each account and why.  

 



10.  I can analyze the structure of a text. This means I can analyze how an author unfolds an analysis or a 

series of ideas/events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are 

introduced/developed and how they connect the ideas.  

 

11.  I can determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and how they use rhetoric 

(ethos/pathos/logos) and style (formal/informal) to advance that point of view or purpose.  

 

12.  I can explain how certain content an author includes contributes to its power, persuasiveness, or 

beauty.  

 

13.  I can analyze in detail how effective an author’s claims are developed by their structure- whether 

their points are clear, convincing, and engaging.  

 

Writing (Essays, Creative, and Research Projects) 

1. I can write argumentative essays with clear claims and cited, relevant evidence from reliable sources. 

My argumentative essays include counterclaims, which are supported with cited evidence.  

 

2. I can write informative essays that examine a topic with accurate information. I can organize my 

information clearly with correct headings and graphics (such as charts, tables, pictures).  

 

3. My essays have a clear introduction and conclusion. My introduction thoroughly introduces all 

claims/counterclaims, and my conclusion effectively follows and summarizes/supports all claims and 

points made.  

 

4. My essays have developed body paragraphs. This means I used different transitions, I have a topic 

sentence, I included correct facts/details/examples and I made sure it has a concluding sentence.  

 

5. I can use transitional phrases to link sections of my essays. I give extended definitions, sufficient facts, 

concrete details, quotations and other specific information appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of 

the topic.   

 

6. I can use quotes when citing sources for my essays. I cite these quotes correctly, using MLA format 

for footnotes and a works cited page.  

 

7. I do not plagiarize information I find in books or on the internet. Instead, I put it into  my own words 

and use MLA citations when needed.  

 

8. I can write in formal style (no slang, no contractions and no “I”). My writing has a lot of detail with 

minimal spelling/grammar errors.  

 

9. I can write creatively by establishing a clear point of view, or multiple points of view, introducing 

narrator/characters clearly and creating a smooth progression of experiences or events.  

 

10.  I can create dialogue between characters and I can use pacing, sensory language, description, 

reflection and multiple plot lines to create a compelling narrative.   

 



11.  I can complete thorough research projects to answer a question (including a question I came up with 

myself) or solve a problem. I can research the subject/issue in a specific and broad sense, depending 

on the topic at hand. I use multiple credible sources to gather this information and select 

information carefully, making sure to assess the information using the CARDI B method. I can 

synthesize multiple sources on the chosen subject and can answer questions on the topic when 

asked.  

 

12.   I can edit and revise my own work when needed. I take advice that’s given to me by my peers or my 

teacher and use their suggestions to improve my writing.  

 

13.   I can work on a piece of writing/writing project over a long period of time (a lesson, a couple of days, 

or even a week).  

 

Language  

1. I understand the function of language in different contexts, such as using a different style for essay 

writing as opposed to writing a speech.  

 

2. I understand syntax, or how a sentence is formed/shaped, can contribute a lot to its meaning. This 

includes parallel structure.  

 

3. I can correctly use a semicolon (when linking independent clauses) and a colon (when introducing a list 

or quotation).  

 

4. When I come across a word I don’t know, I can usually guess the meaning by using context clues. If I still 

don’t know, I can use a dictionary to find the  meaning. 

 

5. I understand nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations, and the connotations/tone set 

with the author’s word choice.   

 

6. I can interpret figures of speech, l ike hyperbole and paradox, and analyze the role of these literary 

terms in a text.  

 

Speaking/Listening  

1. I contribute to discussions in class in a polite, considerate way. That means I let others finish what they 

are saying before I offer my ideas/opinions. I build on others’ ideas and express my own clearly and 

persuasively.  

 

2. I am prepared for discussions. That means I’ve read/researched the topic beforehand and refer to it 

specifically when responding. I cite the page number or source by name when discussing the topic in 

class.  

 

3. I ask on-topic questions while discussing things in class that helps others around me learn. When 

discussions go off topic, I get us back on topic. I can relate the topic to a broader sense- which means I 

can reflect on these topics and wonder how it can relate to me as an individual and us as a society.  

 



4. When I respond to a fellow student or teacher in discussions, I do it respectfully. I can summarize their 

point of view and my point of view- analyzing where we agree and disagree and why.   

 

5. I can work with my fellow students to set rules for discussions. We can set clear goals and deadlines, and 

assign individual roles as needed- especially concerning classroom debates.  

 

6. I can assess the evidence and reasoning presented to me in discussions, analyzing whether it is accurate 

or relevant to the topic at hand.  When someone introduces new and credible evidence, I reflect on my 

ideas/opinions and I may change my mind about them if needed.  

 

7. When giving presentations, I present my information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, 

concisely, and logically so that everyone can follow my line of reasoning. I understand that organization, 

development, information and style need to be appropriate for the task at hand. This means my speech 

can be formal/informal, based on what is assigned to me.  

 

8. I can adapt information- such as an essay or a research paper- into new forms, such as a speech, debate 

or presentation. I can use digital media (textual, graphical, audio, visual) in these presentations to 

ensure my classmates and teacher(s) understand my main points and evidence.  

 


