
 
 

May 28, 2022 

 

Parents, Guardians, and Community Members:  

 
In the wake of another horrific tragedy inside a school this week, I wanted to send a note to update our parents and 

community members on what we do to protect Prairie Central students. With the agonizing understanding that it 

seems there can never be enough safety measures in place, our administrators, teachers and staff do all they can to 

keep kids safe within our buildings and on our playgrounds. 

*Each year and in each school, we conduct a series of drills.  These drills include a minimum of one fire drill, a bus 

evacuation drill, a severe weather drill, and a law enforcement drill.  The law enforcement drill is commonly called 

a “lock down” drill, and must include our local law enforcement officials (either city or county).  These are 

minimum numbers for our drills; many times we have more than one fire and lockdown drill. 

*Exterior doors are locked at all times, and all buildings have a single entry point for visitors. Visitors must ring a 

“doorbell” and are only allowed access to the building through our main offices. Cameras and speakers on these 

door systems allow office staff to see who is at the door and interact verbally with them before allowing access.  

*Once inside, all visitors must be security checked with the Raptor background check system before being allowed 

into the building beyond the office. The system also prints a name badge for visitors to wear, signaling to all staff 

that the visitor has checked in at the office.   

*Several years ago, the district invested in new locks for all interior doors, allowing teachers to lock classroom doors 

with a simple push button. This allows rooms to be locked and secured more quickly in case of emergency. 

*Most glass exterior doors and some large windows in the district are equipped with a bullet-resistant treatment. 

This substance prevents quick entrance to the building by breaking through the glass.  

*At the High School, we completely relocated the main visitor entrance and included a vestibule and pass-through 

area to increase visibility of visitors. If you recall, our former main entrance had visitors walking through our 

cafeteria and past the large gym, two potentially highly populated areas, before arriving at our main office. We also 

recently installed a second door system and pass-through window at PCP East to better control the flow of visitors.  

*We have enhanced our emergency communication system throughout the district. Nearly every hallway in the 

district has a panic button accessible to all.  In the event of an active event that requires a lock down, this button 

will activate our intercom system which automatically instructs students and staff to lockdown, turn lights out and 

stay out of sight. We can also communicate a lockdown to all buildings in the district through this same system. 

When a lockdown is initiated, the Unit Office is immediately notified through the system.  

*Newly added is an app that teachers and staff have on their phones to help communicate emergencies within the 

building.  Any staff member can initiate a lockdown, evacuation, or shelter in place.  Once initiated, all staff 

members with the app will get an alarm sent to their phone to give them warning and allow them to respond quickly 

to an emergency. This app increases the likelihood of quick communication in case someone cannot reach the 

installed panic buttons and/or the office staff is incapacitated or unaware of an active situation. It also gives staff a 

means of communication during an emergency when other forms are unavailable. 
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*The district has installed security cameras throughout our buildings, and are in the process of upgrading existing 

cameras and adding more. In case of emergency Livingston County police have full access to all cameras to help 

quickly locate and mitigate a situation. This measure not only helps law enforcement create a plan more quickly, but 

helps keep responders safer in knowing where an active situation is happening while giving them the ability to track 

a perpetrator in real-time. 

*On the preventive side of things, the district has increased mental health services for students with additional 

social workers (we now employ four full time social workers), access to school psychologists, and a contract with the 

Institute for Human Resources (IHR) out of Pontiac for mental health services for students. Additionally, we provide 

social-emotional learning programs (SEL) throughout the district. These programs look different depending on the 

developmental level of the students, and can range from lessons on respecting others to anger management.    

*The District takes every threat seriously. When informed of a threat, administrators conduct a full investigation of 

the matter including a threat assessment of any individual identified. The threat assessment interview is conducted 

by a member of our threat assessment team, likely a social worker or school psychologist. The assessment is aimed 

to determine whether a student who makes a threat was serious about the threat and has means to carry out the 

threat. A great deal of information is gathered during the process, which follows steps advised by the United States 

Secret Service. 

*Each school has a “safe place” to be housed in the event of an evacuation, and a protocol is set for reunification. 

Details about this will only be made available in an actual emergency. 

*This summer, the District will hold a School Safety meeting, which will include administrators, board members, staff 

members and invited community members. In addition, law enforcement and first responders from Chenoa, 

Fairbury, Forrest and Chatsworth will be invited. The purpose of the meeting will be to review our safety protocol 

and procedures and gain input from the individuals in attendance. The meeting is not open to the public and not all 

safety protocol and tactical response plans will be available to the public in order that these are not compromised in 

an actual emergency. 

What can you do as a parent to help us keep our students and staff safe?  First and foremost, encourage your 

children to report safety concerns to school officials immediately.  “If you SEE something, SAY something”!  Most 

people who pose a substantiate threat to schools indicate their intentions in some way beforehand. This could be by 

telling friends, through writings or drawings, or on social media posts. It could be a veiled threat or outright 

information about a plan. Unfortunately, most students are afraid to report the information they know before it is 

too late, or do not report it because they don’t take it seriously or don’t want to “tattle” on a friend.  

Lastly, feel free to call your child’s school if you need advice on what to do if your child shows signs of needing 

mental health support. As stated earlier, we have social workers and counselors available who can either provide 

services or get you connected with someone who can. We are committed to serving the “whole child”, which 

includes physical and mental wellness in addition to academics.  

As we send our thoughts and prayers to the families and friends of those affected by the tragic event in Texas, we 

continue to keep the safety of our own students and staff at highest priority. Thank you for helping us keep kids 

safe. 

Sincerely, 

Paula Crane 

Superintendent 

 


