
COVID-19 Prevention Standards 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to interfere with day-to-day living in all sectors of 
society. Bay Farm is dedicated to responding to these challenges in a way that provides 
health and safety with minimal disruption to normal living. 

These standards are subject to change at any time given the fluid nature of advice, 
recommendations, and guidelines issued by federal, state, and local authorities. Bay 
Farm will implement any policies as required by those agencies. 

COVID-19 Policy Development & Enforcement 
The review, editing, updating, and enforcement of COVID-19 policies is completed by 
the Director of Finance/Operations, in conjunction with the Head of School for 
executive decision-making and the School Nurse for practical medical and healthcare 
best practices. 

Faculty/Staff Vaccinations 
Bay Farm requires all children-facing staff and faculty to be vaccinated. Bay Farm is 
allowing medical exemptions only from Board-certified medical doctors. Any employee 
who receives a medical exemption will have additional requirements to minimize the 
risk of transmission. 

Further details regarding deadlines and other aspects of the requirement are available 
in the School’s personnel policies. 

Data Source 
For determining case numbers and risk levels, Bay Farm will use the CDC Data Tracker 
located here: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view. We will base our 
decisions on the data for Plymouth County. 

Illness Monitoring 
Bay Farm faculty and staff are expected to self-screen before arriving on campus and to 
avoid coming in to work with any symptoms commonly associated with COVID-19. 

Parents are expected to be vigilant of illness in their children and should keep their 
children home when exhibiting any signs of illness commonly associated with 
COVID-19. 
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People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from 
mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to 
the virus. Anyone can have mild to severe symptoms. 

People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 
● Fever or chills 
● Cough 
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
● Fatigue 
● Muscle or body aches 
● Headache 
● New loss of taste or smell 
● Sore throat 
● Congestion or runny nose 
● Nausea or vomiting 
● Diarrhea 

Bay Farm’s School Nurse will monitor children throughout the day for these symptoms 
and may send students home who exhibit any of these symptoms. 

Increased Ventilation 
Bay Farm classrooms are equipped with HEPA-certified air handlers to move air 
through the classroom to ensure minimal prolonged exposure to airborne particles or 
germs. Additionally, classroom windows are open to assist our existing HVAC systems 
with the air turnover necessary to minimize the spread of COVID-19 should it be 
present. 

Indoor Masking 
Bay Farm will implement mandatory masking for all individuals over the age of 3 if 
Plymouth County is in ‘Moderate’, ‘Substantial’ or ‘High’ levels of transmission risk. 

When Plymouth County transmission risk is ‘Low’, all other protocols will remain in 
place, but masks will not be required for students or vaccinated individuals. 

Masks may be worn at any time by any individual, and Bay Farm maintains a supply for 
anyone seeking to take advantage of masking. 
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Visitors 
Visitors will be allowed on campus if they can provide proof of vaccination and if 
Plymouth County transmission is ‘Low’. Visitors will not be allowed on campus 
regardless of vaccination status when Plymouth County is in ‘Substantial’ or ‘High’ 
levels. 

Cleaning & Disinfecting 
Bay Farm will continue its adherence to cleaning and disinfection protocols, including a 
weekly EPA-approved child-safe disinfectant spray is applied to every classroom 
weekly. 

Reporting Positive Cases 
Bay Farm is required by the Department of Early Education and Care to report positive 
cases among staff, faculty, students, and their households. According to the reporting 
guidelines, positive cases in a household must be reported to the school, which will 
notify the Department of Early Education and Care. 

Close Contacts & Quarantine 
According to CDC guidance, vaccinated individuals who have close contact with a 
COVID-positive individual are not required to quarantine. These individuals must test 
after 3-5 days and wear a mask until negative test results are received. 

Close contact to a COVID-positive by any unvaccinated staff, faculty, or student must 
be reported to the School. Quarantine is not required for faculty, staff, and students 
participating in the Test & Stay system provided a negative test result is received daily 
for five (5) days. 

Those not taking part in the testing system must quarantine for ten days according to 
current CDC guidance.
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