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Recommendation for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction August 2021

ROWVA Parents/Guardians,

We desperately want the opportunity to educate your students using best practices. We ask
you for support so that we can get back to our primary purpose of educating your student.

You will note that throughout the plan we attempt to accomplish the following:

● Limit the risk of exposure for students and staff

● Limit the risk of liability and financial loss as a result of not following the state guidance

● Remove as many mitigations as possible to have a school year that moves closer to

what we remember as ‘normal school.’

The ROWVA CUSD 208 Administration Team:

Superintendent Sornberger

Principal Kerry Danner

Principal Adam Seaney
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INFORMATION IN FAQ FORMAT
1) Will ROWVA CUSD offer a fully remote option for the 2021-2022 school year?

a) No. Current ISBE regulations WILL NOT allow for a district to offer a fully
remote program at this time. The focus is on getting students back into the
school environment.

2) Will ROWVA contact trace during the 2021-2022 school year?

a) Yes. However, a mask-mandatory environment may lead to significantly less
quarantined students as a result of the shift in CDC guidance.

3) Will my student have to be quarantined if they are identified as a close contact?

a) No. Parents/guardians will have the option to sign a consent waiver to allow
their student to participate in the “Test to Stay Program” See Page 6.

4) Will my student be excluded from the learning environment if they refuse to wear
a mask?

a) Yes. All students must wear a mask in order to enter and remain in
the learning environment.

5) Will my child be disciplined if they refuse to wear a mask?

a) Potentially. The goal is to have a student return to the learning environment.
Repeated refusal to wear a mask may lead to student discipline for either a
dress code violation or insubordination.

6) Will I be told to leave my child’s school if I do not wear a mask at school events?

a) Yes. All school-related events are mask-mandatory events until further notice as
a result of the Governor’s Executive Order.

7) Will the district refuse to pick my student up on the bus if they will not wear a
mask?

a) Our hope is that all students will wear a mask on our buses. If they refuse, we
will not allow the student on our buses. If a student has forgotten their mask, we
will provide one for them.

8) Will the school test my student for COVID if they have symptoms?

a) Students with signed parental consent waivers are the ONLY students who will
have COVID tests performed on them at school.
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9) What about sports for the 2021-2022 school year?

a) The IHSA intends to conduct full sports seasons with championship series. All
indoor sports will have masked athletes, coaches, and spectators

10) Will ROWVA CUSD require or track COVID-19 vaccination status?

a) No. The district will NOT require vaccination status be shared.

11) What should I expect regarding lunch?

a) We will return to our hot lunch program this year. Additionally, as a result of the
USDA waiver ANY student will be able to eat the main meal free throughout the
school year.

12) What about cleaning and hygiene protocols?

a) We will continue with nightly cleanings and multiple cleanings throughout the day
using approved products. We also will continue to maintain our hand sanitizing
and wiping down desks when they move from room. Good hygiene practices will
be a regular topic of conversation with our students.
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MOST RECENT SCHOOL PLAN BASED ON ISBE GUIDANCE

1. Mask Use

Pursuant to Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2021- 18, issued on August 4, 2021, all
individuals, including students, staff, and visitors must wear a face covering inside Illinois
school buildings, unless an individual cannot wear a mask or cannot safely wear a mask due
to a documented medical condition. The District will fully implement this mandate for all staff,
students, and visitors at the start of the 2021-2022 school year.

In addition, pursuant to ISBE guidance, updated on August 9, 2021, all persons, regardless of
vaccination status, must wear a face mask at all times when in transit to and from school via
group conveyance (e.g., school buses), unless a specific exemption applies. Per ISBE, this is
in accordance with the CDC Order, in effect as of February 1, 2021, which requires “the
wearing of masks by people on public transportation conveyances or on the premises of
transportation hubs to prevent the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19.”

As such, all students and adults must be masked while in all school buildings and for all
school activities, which includes but is not limited to, after-school activities, such as Open
House and Meet the Teacher Nights, and indoor sports. Additionally, this masking
requirement applies to all individuals, including students, riding on school buses. This will
mean that your student must be wearing a mask when entering a bus or wear a mask
provided to them to ride the bus to school.

Teachers will have access to face masks with transparent mouth windows that allows
students to see teachers’ facial expressions and mouths.

Mask Breaks:

Elementary:

Every elementary class will have four or more scheduled mask breaks during
the day. These will include lunch, recess, PE, as well as other times. Teachers
will post their mask break schedule in their classroom and Mrs. Danner will
have a copy of the schedules. The mask breaks will be a minimum of 5
minutes.

Mask breaks will also be given when teachers do educational activities outside
and do transitions to specials classes outside.

JH/HS:

Students will have the opportunity for mask breaks in the following settings:

1. When they get off the bus before they go inside.
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2. In the morning before school, weather permitting.
3. Classes that can take students outside: band, PE, Agriculture, Shop

classes, (other classes when the instructional method allows for
students to be outside with high quality instruction).

4. Lunch
5. Outdoor Passing Periods

CONSEQUENCES for Non Compliance

The sincere hope of the District is that we have all students enjoying in-person learning this
year. If any District student refuses to wear a face covering in accordance with the
Governor’s August 4, 2021, mandate, the District will follow Board of Education Policy 7:190,
Student Behavior, and apply behavioral interventions to support student compliance with the
state mandate. As such, refusal to wear a mask will lead to the student’s removal from the
learning environment. This school code policy covers all student behavior from tardiness to
extreme school conduct violations.

The following steps may be taken if a student refuses to wear a mask. At each step, the
student will be asked to wear a mask and if they comply, they may return to the educational
environment immediately:

1. Request to wear a mask by any staff member.
2. Offered a mask by any staff member.
3. Sent to the office and asked to wear a mask by building administration or office

personnel.
4. Contact parent for support/request student to wear mask and notification of situation.
5. Removed from the office to an in-school suspension area.

Students refusing to wear a mask may receive additional disciplinary actions due to continued
violations of the District’s policies and rules pursuant to Board Policy 7:190. Additionally,
students refusing to wear a mask are not entitled to remote learning instruction, but will have
an opportunity to make up their work if they are excluded from school until they comply with
school rules.

The District is committed to providing safe in-person instruction to its students during the
2021- 2022 school year. In order to prioritize in-person instruction for all students, we must
work together to follow both state and federal guidance on reopening our buildings for our
students and staff.

2. Contact Tracing in Combination with Isolation and Quarantine

Students and staff who have symptoms of infectious illness, such as influenza (flu) or
COVID-19, should stay home and contact their healthcare provider for testing and care. Let
us be  clear, when in doubt – please stay home if you have any symptoms of
COVID-19.

Students and staff who are fully vaccinated with no COVID-19-like symptoms do not
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need to quarantine or be restricted from school or extracurricular activities.

Quarantined Students (elementary)
1. Hire two remote learning tutors (one for PreK-3, one for 4-6)

a. PreK - 3 will use Seesaw, 4th grade - 6th grade will use Google Classroom
b. Daily Google Meets with each quarantined student to work with students through

the remote learning lessons
c. Teachers will be assigning the lessons on the appropriate platform

Quarantined Students: Maintaining Instructional Continuity (JH/HS Plan)
1. Absentee homework policy 2.40 in the ROWVA 7-12 Student Handbook

a. “If a Student misses one class period and are given one more class period for
completion, ie. Absent Monday, work is expected on Friday. “

b. When students return to school, they will have an extra day for each day they are
in quarantine to turn in work.

2. Assignments/Instructional materials will be posted to Google Classroom
a. I.e. video lectures, copies of notes, instructional videos, written explanation of

plan
a. Additional Instructional support as needed:

i. Google Meet during the class meeting time.
ii. Teacher availability via email throughout the school day
iii. Google Meet after school with the teacher
iv. Time during the day with the remote learning tutor

QUARANTINE LENGTHS

The quarantine process is significantly changed from last year. First, the definition of who is
a  close contact has shifted. The language from the guidance is below.

Only classroom contacts within 3 feet require quarantine as long as both the case and
the contact were consistently masked. If they were not consistently masked, then
close  contacts are classroom students who were within 6 feet of the infected student
for a  cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.

Second, the duration of quarantine has also been modified. The description of quarantine
options for unvaccinated individuals is below. Vaccinated individuals deemed close contacts
that remain asymptomatic will need not quarantine.

Option 1: Quarantine at home for 14 calendar days. Date of last exposure is considered day 0.

Option 2:  Quarantine period is for 7 calendar days after the last exposure if no symptoms
developed during daily monitoring AND the individual has a negative SARS-CoV-2 diagnostic
test (PCR) that was collected within 48 hours of exposure Day 7 (starting on Day 6 or after).
Home testing is not an acceptable test for this option. The individual is responsible for obtaining
a copy of the negative results for documentation purposes. The individual can maintain physical
distance and masking at all times when returning to school; for classrooms where masking is
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strictly adhered to, physical distance of 3 to 6 feet is acceptable for return.

Option 3: Quarantine for 10 calendar days after the close contact’s last exposure to the COVID
19 case. Date of last exposure is considered day 0. The individual may end quarantine after
day 10 if no symptoms of COVID-19 developed during daily monitoring. PCR testing is
recommended and may be required by the local health department. The individual must
maintain physical distance and masking at all times when returning to school; for classrooms
where masking is strictly adhered to, physical distance of 3 to 6 feet is acceptable for return.

Option 4: Test to Stay Strategy, as has been documented by CDC, if schools test close
contacts, as defined above, on day 1, 3, 5, and 7 from date of exposure by a PCR or rapid
antigen or molecular emergency use authorization (EUA)-approved test, close contacts  are
permitted to remain in the classroom as long as the results are negative.

There are several requirements to qualify for this program:
1. School districts must follow the mask mandate.
2. The exposure happened outside of their household
3. School districts must test non-vaccinated individuals (who have provided consent)

weekly.  ****The school district will not be collecting information on who is vaccinated or
who is not. We will only be collecting consent forms.

The procedure for weekly testing is as follows:
1. Students salivate into a vial. (No one interacts with the vial aside from the student)
2. Students have an adult scan a QR code to identify the vial as theirs.
3. Students place the vial in the testing container.
4. The tests are picked up daily and sent to a testing facility in Bloomington-Normal.
5. Results are given to the parent/guardian and the health department within 24 hours.

The procedure for “test to stay” is as follows:
1. Student is identified by the health department as a close contact.
2. Student tests on days 1, 3, 5, and 7.
3. As long as the student tests negative, has no symptoms, and wears their mask, they

may stay in-person.

Students engaged in Test to Stay after an exposure may participate in extracurricular
activities. However, local health departments have the authority to order a classroom
only Test to Stay protocol after assessing the risk of an individual situation.

The Knox County Health department has the authority to assess high-risk exposures
and order a traditional quarantine without the option for Test to Stay.

3. Facility and Transportation Cleaning, Disinfection and Ventilation

School custodial staff and transportation staff will continue to clean surfaces daily. To further
reduce the risk of spreading infection, these staff will also use disinfectants on the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency COVID-19 “List N” to disinfect spaces occupied by
someone  who tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 24 hours.

4. Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette
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School staff will monitor and reinforce frequent handwashing and mask use

● Continuing to teach handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds;
● Assisting young children with handwashing;
● Reminding everyone in the facility to wash hands frequently;
● Using hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol (for teachers, staff, and

older students who can safely use hand sanitizer) when hand washing is not
possible;Continuing to teach respiratory etiquette (e.g., covering coughs and
sneezes); and

● Continuing to teach mask etiquette
○ Once a month, Nurse Kelli will go to each PreK-6 classroom and review

proper handling of masks and mask hygiene
○ Teachers and staff will identify masks that are dirty, wet, or otherwise

soiled. They will give students a clean mask. If time allows, dirty masks
will be washed.

○ Families will be encouraged to send additional masks to school with their
student(s).

5. Screening /Testing
The IDPH has set up a system to allow students who are identified as close contacts to test to
stay in school without quarantining. This program is called “Test to Stay.” There are several
requirements to qualify for this program:

1. School districts must follow the mask mandate.
2. School districts must test non-vaccinated individuals (who have provided consent)

weekly. **The school district will not be collecting information on who is vaccinated or
who is not. We will only be collecting consent forms.

The procedure for weekly is as follows:
1. Students salivate into a vial. (No one interacts with the vial aside from the student)
2. Students have an adult scan a QR code to identify the vial as theirs.
3. Students place the vial in the testing container.
4. The tests are picked up daily and sent to a testing facility in Bloomington-Normal.
5. Results are given to the parent/guardian and the health department within 24 hours.

The procedure for “test to stay” is as follows:
1. Student is identified by the health department as a close contact.
2. Student tests on days 1, 3, 5, and 7.
3. As long as the student tests negative, has no symptoms, and wears their mask,

they may stay in-person.

6. Visitors

All visitors must be masked when inside of ROWVA CUSD 208 facilities. All non-essential
visitors are discouraged from visiting the school.

7. Lunch

To allow for greater social distancing, lunch will be served in three sessions instead of two.

8. Symptom Screening

Fever and symptom screening are no longer required by school staff upon arrival at school.
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However, the firm expectation is that parents keep their students home and immediately notify
the school district if their student is exhibiting any of the following symptoms.

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms
may have COVID-19 and should refrain from attending school or extracurricular activities:
fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body
aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, or diarrhea.

9. The Health Department May Temporarily Close the School for Adaptive Pause

In this situation, the schools will transition to the remote learning plan utilized in the 20-21
school year.


