
6th Grade Orientation

Wednesday, September 1st, 2021 at 5:00 pm



Welcome to Cook County Middle School!
• We are thrilled to welcome you to 6th grade in the 2021-22 school year! 
• This meeting is an opportunity to share introductory information with 

students and families and to answer questions you may have as we 
anticipate the beginning of the school year.



Good News!
This is a very information-dense presentation. If you miss something, 

do not fear!
1. We will give you the opportunity to ask questions at the end of our 

presentation. 

2. This slideshow will be emailed out to all 6th grade students and families.

3. All of this information will be shared with students again in the coming 
weeks through Homeroom meetings and individual classes.

4. 6th grade is all about getting the hang of new school routines and 
expectations. All of the 6th grade teachers are here to support students 
and families to ensure that they succeed!



 Easing the transition...
A lot will change for students as they transition from elementary to middle 
school. They will take on more responsibility with managing a schedule of 
four classes per day with different teachers. The bar for behavior and 
academic expectations will continue to rise. What will not change is the 
support that students will have from their teachers and school staff.



Meet Your Teachers



Science & 
Safety 

• Fun Fact: When I was a kid, I wanted to 
be a librarian when I grew up (and I still 
do!). I LOVE reading, especially 
non-fiction history and mystery novels!

• Hobbies: Running, rock and ice 
climbing, gravel biking, baking, reading

• Favorite Book: And Then There Were 
None by Agatha Christie

• Favorite Movie: Remember the Titans 

• What Makes Me Happy: Cooking a big, 
healthy dinner in the evening. Also, 
baking delicious, unhealthy desserts!Ms. Spoon



Ms. Spoon’s Classes
6th Grade Earth Science:
Topics include:
• Layers of the Earth
• Plate Tectonics, 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes
• The Changing Landscape 
• Solar System
• Universe and Astronomy
• Water/Groundwater
• Weather
• Our Changing Climate

6th Grade Safety:
Goal: Provide every 6th grade 
student with the opportunity to get 
certified through the MN DNR for 
ATV, Snowmobile, and Firearms 
Safety.  
Students will complete online 
coursework with Ms. Spoon’s 
support. After successful completion 
of the online course, students will 
have the chance to do a field day 
test to practice and demonstrate 
their skills.
More information to come!



Math
• Favorite Hobbies 

 Fishing, Hunting, Canoeing, Hiking, and exploring 
new areas. 

• Favorite Book
 “The Royal Wulff Murders” by Keith 
McCafferty-First book in a Murder Mystery series 

• Favorite Movie
 The Secret Life of Walter Mitty

• What Make Me Happy
 Being outside and enjoying the world around us. Mr. Anderson



Math with Mr. Anderson
In Math 6 we will be working on a variety of math concepts including:

• Geometry
• Rational Numbers
• Ratios and Rates
• Probability
• Algebra
• and Similarity

We will be using cornell style notes in class daily.  



Social Studies
• Hobbies: My top two hobbies are 

reading (mostly Sci-Fi and Fantasy), 
and playing video games (sports and 
adventure). 

• What makes me happy: My cat, 
Dobby. He's the best cat ever, I 
swear

• Favorite Color: Green, but not 
Packer green, yuck! Skol!

• Favorite Book: Brisingr by 
Christopher Paolini. 

• Favorite TV Show: Doctor Who!Mr. Miller



Social Studies with Mr. Miller
Minnesota History: 
We will spend the year learning about the best state in the country! 
Topics we will cover include: 

• Government
• Native American Peoples, Cultures, and Interactions with 

Europeans
• European Colonization of Minnesota
• Minnesota’s part in major US events like the Civil War, the Great 

Depression, building the railroads, the Gangster Era of the early 
1900s, both World Wars, and the Cold War. 



English
• Fun Fact 

 You might recognize me, because I may 
have been your first grade teacher...and  
now I’m ba-ack! This is my 18th year at 
Cook County Schools, but only my second 
year at CCMS. I’m excited to be doing my 
dream job!

• Favorite Hobbies 
 Kayaking, canoeing, camping, swimming, 

reading, knitting, cooking, dog mushing.
• Favorite Book

 “100 years on Solitude” by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez (Genre: Magical Realism)

 I had a peculiar incident after reading this 
book - ask me about it sometime!

• Favorite Movie
 The Black Stallion (1979)

• What Make Me Happy
 Swimming at the end of a portage; dog 

snuggles; funny kids; disappearing into a 
good book; being a MS ELA teacher.

 

Ms. Jorgenson



English with Ms. Jorgenson
Our To-Do List This Year

❏ Read great books, stories 
and articles

❏ Share responses
❏ Form opinions
❏ Discover favorite authors
❏ Explore genres
❏ Think deeply
❏ Employ logic
❏ Speak with confidence
❏ Build vocabulary
❏ Develop writing skills
❏ Improve grammar
❏ Have some fun!

Our Resources - 

Textbook        Accelerated Reader     

 
                   

                



Band
• Hobbies outside of school: 

hiking, yardwork, video games, 
playing in a jazz band, 
woodworking, hunting, fishing

• Favorite Food: It's a tie between 
suhi, curry, and chocolate.

• Favorite TV show: I can't decide 
between The Office, Scrubs, or 
Golden Girls. It's a tough call.

• Fun Fact: Mrs. Haas and I got 
married and went to Greece this 
summer. It was a lot of fun!Mr. Haas



Band with Mr. Haas
In band you will work on your instrument skills, musicianship, 
listening, teamwork, persistence, practice, and physical fitness. While 
in band you will have:

● One 20-minute small group lesson per week
● Composition project with BandLab
● Winter concert
● Spring concert

Talk to me if you are interested in being a part of a new drumline. 

Let’s make some music!



Choir
• Hobbies outside of school: hiking, 

snowshoeing, paddle boarding, playing 
games, playing the piano

• Favorite Food: Broccoli and guacamole, 
stir-fry with veggies

• Favorite Movie: What About Bob?

• Favorite Musician: Lauren Daigle

• Favorite Book: the Bible

• Family members: Husband Dave (retired 
English teacher) and 3 adult children:  
Cameron (materials manager) and Meredith 
(nic-u nurse married to Robert) and Graham 
(a ceramicist and assistant cheese manager 
at Kowalski’s)

Ms. Johnson



Choir with Ms. Johnson
Choir is an extra opportunity for 6th graders.  After the choir is set up, 
6th grade choir members will go to their regular lunchtime advisory on A 
days and choir on B days. Choir is open to anyone, regardless of 
experience or ability, who wants to work together and share music with 
others. You need to contact Ms. Kotowicz or Mr. Dorr or Mrs. Johnson if 
you are interested in this class.                                                                                             
Choir members develop musicianship skills.  Songs will be chosen and 
practiced so that we will be able to sing together and bring joy to others.                                                                                                         
In the past the choir has performed regularly at the North Shore Care 
Center and also for the younger students in our building.  Formal 
performance opportunities include our Community Veterans Day 
Ceremony in November and the EATS fundraiser in March and High 
School Graduation.



Spanish
• Fun Fact: My first experience teaching 

was in another country! I taught English 
in Chiapas, Mexico before I became a 
Spanish teacher.

• Favorite hobbies outside of school: 
fishing with my family, hiking in the 
woods with my dogs, exploring new 
places.

• Favorite Book: The Mists of Avalon by 
Marion Zimmer Bradley

• Favorite Movie: Wayne’s World

• What Makes Me Happy: growing 
vegetables, reading, speaking Spanish!

Profa. Petz



Spanish with Profa. Petz
Exploratory Spanish will examine a wide variety of fun topics, 
including:

• Why Speak Spanish? explore the use of Spanish throughout the 
world.

• Acquire language through songs, stories, games and other 
interactive activities. 

• “Travel” and learn with project based learning. Some examples:
• “Field trip” webquest
• “Casa de mis suenos” (my dream house) project
• Spanish speaking country research project



Graphic Arts
Fun Facts:
Grew up on the West End, and
built a Coffee farm in Hawaii.

Hobbies: 
Swimming, hiking, fishing, cooking, 
working with plants, and of course art!

Favorite Book: 
Prodigal Summer by Barbara 
Kingsolver 

Favorite Movie:
Crouching Tiger, Hidden DragonMs. Mila



Graphic Arts with Ms. Mila
-We will explore the elements and principles of design through a 
variety of hands-on projects. 

-We will learn how to communicate in the unspoken language of 
Visual Arts.

-We will observe, analyze and think critically about what we see in the 
world around us.

-We will learn to effectively express our personal creative ideas



Ojibwe
Ojibwe is a semester-long 
(half the year) class that 
students take each year of 
middle school. It includes 
the study of the Ojibwe 
language and culture.

Ms. Wigwas



Phy Ed
Fun Fact: I just got lifeguard certified!

Hobbies outside of school: Working 
out, cooking, attempting to be crafty (or as 
my family calls it, collecting stuff)

Favorites: The color blue, spaghetti, and 
my music super loud.

Family Members: I am married to Craig 
and have two kids who you most likely know 
- Kyler, 11th grade and Sylvie, 8th grade. 
We have three pets - Lucy, a black lab, 
Coco, a shorkie, and Emmy, a crazy cat. Ms. Hansen



Phy Ed with Ms. Hansen
In PE we will be covering many sports and games. We will get 
outside to play when its nice out.

My goals: to get you moving, work on teamwork and sportsmanship, 
learn new skills, improve on old skills, improve your strength and 
endurance, work on flexibility and mobility, and to have fun while 
moving.

Be You, Be Awesome!



SPED 

Mr. Paul

Fun Fact: I'm the youngest of 10 children.

Hobbies: I love new adventures; sometimes I 
find it in a great book or traveling to another 
country or down a local hiking path.

Favorite Movie: Shawshank Redemption

What makes me happy? Helping 
someone understand something. A good 
meal. A good conversation. Being outside 
cross country skiing.

My job is to help you do your best.  To 
encourage you to try something that 
might seem really difficult. And I will  

be an advocate for my students.



On to the Nitty Gritty of 
Middle School!



Student 
Schedules

• The middle and high schools 
operate on an A/B block 
schedule. This means that 
students have four classes on 
A days and four different 
classes on B days.

• Each grade level is split into 
two sections for each class, so 
currently there are 14 students 
per class section.

• This schedule and class times 
will remain the same all year 
long, but students will have Art 
and Ojibwe switch at the 
semester.



6th GRADE STUDENT A/B DAY BLOCK SCHEDULE 

A DAY B DAY
8:07-8:17 Homeroom with Mr. Paul or Ms. Jorgenson

8:21-9:47 1A: Science with Ms. Spoon or 
Math with Mr. Anderson 1B: Gym with Ms. Hansen 

9:51-11:17 2A: Band with Mr. Haas

2B: Spanish with 
Profa. Giguere 

2B: Safety with 
Ms. Spoon 

2B: Safety with 
Ms. Spoon

2B: Spanish with 
Profa. Giguere 

11:20-11:45 Lunch

11:48-12:13 Advisory in Homeroom

12:17-1:44 3A: Graphic Arts with Ms. Mila or 
Ojibwe with Ms. Wigwas

3B: Math with Mr. Anderson or 
Social Studies with Mr. Miller

1:48-3:15 4A: Social Studies with Mr. Miller or 
English with Ms. Jorgenson

4B: English with Ms. Jorgenson or 
Science with Ms. Spoon 



A/B Day Calendar 
for 2021-22

A and B days alternate days 
throughout the year. This can be 
tricky to keep track of for 
students and staff alike. 
We will help each other out!

The good news: Homeroom will 
be a consistent start to every 
day from 8:07-8:17!



Homeroom   &   Advisory
Homeroom will be from 8:07-8:17 to 
begin every school day of the year. 
Students will be paired with the same 
teacher for the entire school year.
This will be a time to get the day 
started with announcements, 
social-emotional learning, and 
team-building before moving into 
academic coursework.
Students are invited into their 
Homeroom classrooms whenever 
they arrive at school, from 7:45 until 
the bell rings at 8:07. They can bring 
breakfast to their Homeroom classes. 

Advisory is from 11:48-12:13 after 
lunch every day. Students will return 
to their Homerooms for Advisory. 
Advisory is a flexible time for students 
to get academic support from 
teachers, prepare for their afternoon 
classes, and take a mental break from 
studies when needed. 

The goal of Homeroom and Advisory is to 
provide students with a consistent teacher who 
will check in with them regularly and offer 
additional support. 
For families, the Homeroom/Advisory teacher is 
your “go-to” person for communicating about 
your child and any questions you have. 



Attendance
1. Attendance will be taken each period of the 

day and entered into the online Infinite 
Campus system. 

2. When students are marked identified with an 
“unexcused absence,” the computer system 
automatically will call families to alert them. 

3. Families should contact the office to alert the 
school to planned absences. Families can 
also call the office to update attendance 
records after receiving a phone notification. 

4. Students and families can check attendance 
records and grades anytime using the 
Student Portal and Parent Portal systems.



Grading
The middle school and high 
school use letter grades (A-F) 
to assess student learning.

Assignments in middle school classes are 
designated as either “Major” or “Minor.” 
Minor Assignments: Formative work and 
assessments done on a daily basis and worth 
fewer points.  

Include: In-class Assignments, Independent 
Practice, Notebook Work, Quizzes

Major Assignments: Summative assessments to 
demonstrate learning at end of units and show 
synthesis of ideas.

Include: Tests, Projects, Essays, Lab Reports

Grading Scale:
93-100% A 
90-92% A-
87-89% B+
83-86% B
80-82% B-
77-79% C+
73-76% C
70-72% C-
67-69% D+
63-66% D
60-62% D-
  <60%       F



Grading
The middle and high schools 
run on a quarterly schedule. 
Grades are calculated at 
midterms and the end of 
each quarter.
Students can earn honor roll 
designations each quarter of the year.
For students to earn High Honor Roll, 
they must have a 3.8-4.0 grade point 
average (GPA) for the quarter across 
all of their classes. 
For students to earn Honor Roll, they 
must have a 3.25-3.79 GPA for the 
quarter across all classes.

GPA Calculating Scale
A 4.000
A- 3.667
B+ 3.333
B 3.000
B- 2.667
C+ 2.333
C 2.000
C- 1.667
P 1.000
F 0.000



Homework
What to expect for homework in 6th grade:
• There will be homework, but it will vary from day to day 

and from class to class. 
• With 86-minute classes, there will often be time in class 

for working on assignments. Often, students will be able to 
get a good start on assignments (or even finish them!) 
during class.  

Take-home message: Students should use their time 
wisely to minimize the work they need to take home. 



Google Classroom
• Each teacher will have a Google Classroom 

page that will include:
• Class materials and assignments
• Assignment due dates 

Teachers will teach 
students how to use 

Google Classroom during 
the first few weeks of the 

school year. 



Student Portal
Students have the ability to set 
up their own Student Portal 
account to access their grades.
Here is an information sheet with 
details about how to get 
registered and logged in: 
Student Portal 

Parent Portal
Parents/guardians must 
complete a Parent Portal 
application in order to receive an 
emailed code and information on 
how to get set up: 

 

Parent Portal application

 
Ms. Jill Boen is available in 

the MSHS Media Center 
during Open House to help 
families get these tools set 
up before the school year 

begins!

Student Portal and 
Parent Portal are 
both available as 
apps for IOS and 

Android! 
Check them out!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jBQS02jARY6ysvDv_s4vB-XMV1XUbzT32lXS9TRZ67o/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OTczLGq9Fpe7k6VbXfb4Rv555dCm6lUB/view?usp=sharing


1:1 Device Check-Out
● TODAY: There is a table set up in the HSMS Media Center 

during Open House. Families are encouraged to stop by and 
pick up their student’s 1:1 device.

● For those unable to attend Open House, Chromebooks will be 
distributed from the Tech Office/HSMS Media Center throughout 
the first week of school.  Students will be issued the 1:1 device 
policy and acceptable use agreement form to have signed by a 
parent/guardian. Students are not to take their devices home 
until they turn their signed forms in to me.  

Here is the 1:1 Responsible Use Agreement form to print and sign if you miss Open House. 
Copies will be available from Homeroom teachers during the first week of school too. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eSGycLqLeg-7IK1EKBFztLL8n5CVXAvBJFglhmLYw6I/edit?usp=sharing


Technology Tips & Tricks
1. Chromebooks are used as a tool in the classroom, but they are not the primary 

resource for learning.

2. Students must use a school-issued device during the day to log into the school’s 
wi-fi system.

3. Students need to bring their Chromebook to school every day. It can be kept in 
their lockers if they do not want or need to take it back and forth to school every 
day. 

4. Students need to have a plan to charge their devices before classes. They can 
be charged nightly at home or in Homeroom and Advisory.

5. Students should bring their own set of headphones or earbuds to school. 
Teachers may have extras to check out when needed.

Review the 1:1 Responsible Use Agreement form for more details! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eSGycLqLeg-7IK1EKBFztLL8n5CVXAvBJFglhmLYw6I/edit?usp=sharing


Student Handbooks 
The MSHS Student Handbook is 
available online for students and 
families to access and review. 
Students must turn in a signed 
form to acknowledge that they 
have read and will follow all 
school policies laid out in the 
handbook.

Link to CCMS/CCHS Student 
Handbook 2021-2022

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13IKWxX68J3jYZli9SrlYucY0nPztusbHHLL81eEg_D0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13IKWxX68J3jYZli9SrlYucY0nPztusbHHLL81eEg_D0/edit?usp=sharing


Student Supply List
For general use: Box of pencils (100+)

 Headphones or earbuds
English: 
• 1 1.5 or 2-inch three-ring binder 
• Two 1-subject spiral notebooks
• Highlighters & pencils

Science: 
• 1-subject spiral notebook
• 1 folder 

Social Studies:
• 1- subject notebook 
• 1- folder

Math: 
• Three-ring binder: 1 ½ inch or 2 inch
• Notebook

Spanish: 
• 1-subject notebook
• 1 folder

Band: 
• 1” black 3-ring binder to hold music
• Set of plastic 3-ring sheet protectors

Gym: 
• Indoor gym shoes
• Gym clothes: Shorts/sweatpants, 

t-shirt/sweatshirt, socks, deodorant

Suggestion for color-coding class materials: 
● Red = Math
● Orange = Spanish
● Yellow = Social Studies
● Green = Science
● Blue = English

Here is the MS Student Supply List

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B3mXp8F0AjjfZWk4S9W-fjIwxNvO8Wh4IvqNoZEk510/edit?usp=sharing


Student Supply List
OPTIONAL Individual supplies:
● Large soft-sided zipper binder, like Trapper Keeper (great 

organizational tool for notebooks, folders, pencils, etc)
● Calculator
● Markers
● Colored pencils
● Pencil case
● Pencil sharpener
● Erasers (pencil tops, pink rubber rectangles)
● Pens
● Ruler

OPTIONAL Classroom supplies:
● Sanitizing wipes 
● Kleenex 

(provide to Advisory teacher for classroom use)

Here is the MS Student Supply List

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B3mXp8F0AjjfZWk4S9W-fjIwxNvO8Wh4IvqNoZEk510/edit?usp=sharing


Expectations of Middle School Families
● Connect with your child’s teachers when you have questions and 

concerns. Your child’s Homeroom teacher is your go-to!

● Use Parent Portal to stay up-to-date on your child’s attendance, 
assignments, and grades.

● Guide your child to take responsibility for their learning. 

● Encourage mental and physical breaks and extracurricular activities 
that excite your child.

● Remain mindful of your child’s stress or worry levels. 



Expectations of Middle School Students

● Follow the “Viking Way”: be respectful, be responsible, 
and be your best.

● Know your schedule and be on time to classes.
● Check Student Portal to stay up-to-date on your 

attendance, assignments, grades.
● Ask for help! Contact your teachers when you have 

questions about anything.
● Take breaks in between classes, eat well, and exercise 

every day!



Questions? 
Ask now or follow up with teachers after the presentation ends.


