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I hope this summer is offering some well-deserved rest and relaxation to students and Panther families. As I
launch my first year as Superintendent, I want you to know how excited I am to be here. I have listened and
learned so much about the district already, and I look forward to seeing our staff and students back in August.

I want to serve this community and to do so most effectively, I need us to have two-way communication. I hope
you reach out to our building principals and central office with questions or concerns. Email me
scriner@almaschools.net with suggestions.  Step up to voice your perspective and actively participate in
committee opportunities and events.  WE need to work together to overcome past hurdles and strive toward
future success.   I want to make Alma Public Schools a leader in our region.

You should expect to receive bi-weekly Superintendent Information Letters containing the most important
information for your reference.  In addition, I am working on improving our communication to improve
transparency and the flow of information.  I want our stakeholders and parents to know what is going on
directly from Alma Public Schools. We will be launching an app for iPhone and Android this fall as well as
improved integration of webpage information to include celebrations from across the district.  More information
will be shared during building Open House events on August 19, 2021.

If you have not already had a chance to meet me and my family, my final Meet and Greet is scheduled for
Friday, August 6, 2021, at Pine River Park 5:30-7:00 PM. We will be serving hot dogs, chips, and water.
There will be face painting and balloons too.  Please consider stopping by.

As usual, the building principals will begin to push out building-specific information in the next few weeks.
Alma High School students can pick up their schedules at Open House.  DLP Middle School students should
receive their schedules via U.S. mail the week of August 9th.  Elementary students will receive their teacher
assignments via U.S. mail the first week in August. I have included the district calendar for 2021-2022 and
start and end times for the district.

May a new adventure begin!

Stace� Crine�

mailto:scriner@almaschools.net


2021-2022 School Calendar

August 19, 2021 Open Houses 1:00-3:00pm and 5:00-7:00pm

August 24, 2021 First Student Day

September 3, 2021 No School

September 6, 2021 No School

October 7 & 8, 2021 K-12th grade Parent-Teacher Conferences

October 8, 2021 ½ day for students

November 2, 2021 No School

November 19, 2021 End of 1st Trimester
½ day for students

November 25 & 26, 2021 No School- Thanksgiving Break

December 20-31, 2021 No School- Winter Break

The week of January 10-14, 2022 6th-12th grade Parent-Teacher Conferences
Specific dates to be determined

March 3 & 4, 2022 K-5th grade Parent-Teacher Conferences

March 4, 2022 End of 2nd trimester
½ day for students

March 25- April 1, 2022 No School- Spring Break

April 15, 2022 No School

The week of April 18-22, 2022 6th-12th grade Parent-Teacher Conferences
Specific dates to be determined

May 27 & 30, 2022 No School

June 3, 2022 End of 3rd Trimester
½ day for students
Last Day of School

SCHOOL START TIME END TIME ½ DAY END TIME

LUCE RD. 7:53 A.M. 3:00 P.M. 11:10 A.M.

HILLCREST 7:58 A.M. 3:05 P.M. 11:15 A.M.

PINE AVE. 8:03 A.M. 3:10 P.M. 11:20 A.M.

DLPMS 8:20 A.M. 3:20 P.M. 11:30 A.M.

AHS 8:10 A.M. 3:10 P.M. 11:20 A.M.



Alma Public Schools Back to School Plan 2021

What instructional model will Alma Public Schools offer?
As announced on May 19, 2021, unless we receive a directive from the state that requires us to plan differently, the APS
plan for the 2021-22 school year is a “normal” school schedule and instruction (5 days a week of face-to-face instruction).
As has been our past practice, we will be happy to consider individual accommodations for students with a medical
exemption that requires learning in an environment other than face-to-face. We do not plan to offer a virtual option for our
general PreK-12 population. If you are pursuing a medical exemption for your child, please contact your child’s building
principal to discuss.

What instruction will be offered during quarantine?
Like all long-term medical leaves, students will be responsible for the knowledge of missed content and the completion of
necessary assignments and assessments.  This will be handled on a situational basis in communication with the
classroom teacher(s) and may include assigned tasks, watching required videos, and/or participating in live Zoom/Google
Meet sessions.

What requirements have changed?
As of June 22, 2021, MDHHS has discontinued all gathering limits for residential and nonresidential settings and lifted all
requirements for student-athlete testing.

What MDHHS prevention strategies will Alma Public Schools continue?
Alma Public Schools will continue to;

● Promote vaccination against COVID-19 for eligible staff and students.
● Encourage COVID-19 Screening.
● Encourage students and staff to stay home if sick or COVID-19 symptomatic.
● Implement contract tracing and quarantine as instructed by the local health department.
● Promote handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol

and cover coughs and sneezes.
● Routine cleaning to help maintain healthy facilities.
● Continue to utilize high-quality ventilation filters.

Will facemasks be required?
Face masks will be encouraged but optional for students and staff within the school buildings.  Masks will be a
parent/guardian choice within the school buildings. Masks are required, per Federal Law, to be worn on all school buses.

Will children be required to get the COVID-19 vaccine to attend school?
According to MDHHS, the COVID vaccination is not required to attend school; therefore, the district will not collect
vaccination records at this time. Michigan students are required to have these vaccines or a certified wavier to attend
schools:

● Diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis (DTaP)
● Polio
● Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)
● Hepatitis B
● Meningococcal
● Varicella (chickenpox)

Alma Public Schools will adhere to MDHHS, local health department, and CDC requirements. Alma Public Schools will
reevaluate this plan according to community conditions as defined through the use of the Gratiot County COVID
Dashboard. 10 new cases/100K may warrant adjustments to this plan, and/or completion of school risk assessment
based on Dr. Morse, MDHHS decision-making tool.

https://www.almaschools.net/gratiot-county-dashboard/
https://www.almaschools.net/gratiot-county-dashboard/


Additional 2021-2022 Instructional Information

Important Definitions

Face-to-Face: Instruction in which students are in school with teachers.

Remote Learning: Instruction delivered to students who are considered face-to-face however, due to
extenuating circumstances, are required to learn from home.

Virtual Learning: Any course which consists of direct online instruction being delivered to students, not in a
physical classroom.  This option is NOT offered by Alma Public Schools for the 2021-2022 school year.

Please know that IF COVID-19 cases warrant a district “shut down.” We will transition from face-to-face to
remote learning. Students will still be required to attend Zoom/Google Meet sessions and complete assigned
work.  Unlike last year, we will have the ability to achieve 1:1 device distribution for remote learning.


