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A POLICY STATEMENT OF 
 

THE HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
New Cumberland, West Virginia 26047 

 
PROMOTION, RETENTION, and ACCELERATION of STUDENTS 

 
The Hancock County Board of Education believes that students should be placed in instructional programs in which they 
can achieve academically as well as develop emotionally, socially, and physically.  It is expected that the vast majority of 
students will progress with their peers satisfactorily through grades PK – 12 in fourteen years.  For a variety of reasons, 
however, certain students may require more or less time to develop their educational potential.  
 
When administrators and/or teachers are deciding upon the promotion, retention or acceleration of elementary and middle 
school students, the following criteria is to be considered: 
 

1. Achievement level versus grade level versus ability level, particularly in reading 
2. Physical, social, emotional, and intellectual development 
3. Positive and negative effects on the student 
4. Supports for Personalized Learning (SPL)  
5. Assessments  

Before a student can be retained in any grade level, the following procedure must be followed: 
 

• Support for Personalized Learning and Student Assistance Team SAT process must have been implemented 
• Documented parent/teacher conferences must be held 
• Prior to February 1st, a letter must be sent to the parent(s)/guardian(s) regarding academic concerns and possible 

retention.   
• By May 1st, a letter must be sent to the parent(s)/guardian(s) requesting a conference to discuss their child’s 

academic status and possible retention.  A final decision will be made at the end of the school year. 
• The SAT process will continue. 

 
A student cannot be retained in one grade for more than one year. In addition, a student cannot be retained more than one 
time in K-4 nor more than one time in grades 5-8.   
 
In the event that a child’s academic progress begins to decline after February 1st, it does not relieve the school from 
following the above procedures/conferences prior to a final decision being made on retention. 
 
8th Grade – Promotion or Retention  
 
During the school year, a complete analysis of grades will occur at the end of each nine week grading period.  Those students 
who do not achieve a passing grade in both Reading Language Arts and Math will be eligible to attend a special Focus 
Support Program (FSP).  The goal of the FSP is to provide students with targeted instruction in reading and math, correct 
deficiencies and to focus on areas of weakness identified by the school, SAT Team, or state assessment. Students who 
display a mastery of subject material with a passing grade on the next report card will be released from the FSP at the end 
of the nine week grading period. At the end of the school year, a final analysis of grades will occur for students  
who did not achieve a passing grade in all core subjects and the principal along with the SAT/IEP team will make the final 
decision regarding promotion/retention/advancement. 
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If a student does not meet the criteria for promotion under the conditions outlined above, he/she will be retained in the 
eighth grade. The principal along with the SAT/IEP team will make the final decision on a student’s placement. 
 
9th – 12th Grade – Promotion or Retention  
 
Promotion and retention in grades 9 – 12 are based on the successful completion of both required courses as outlined in WV 
State Board Policy 2510 and elective courses to equal the number of credits needed for promotion and finally graduation. 
If a student has been enrolled continuously in grades 9-12, the student shall be expected to meet the graduation requirements 
that were in effect when he/she entered 9th grade. 
 
Minimum Promotion Requirements at the end of the 2017 School Year are: 
 
To be classified as a sophomore, a student must have accumulated 6.5 credits  
To be classified as a junior, a student must have accumulated 12.5 credits. 
To be classified as a senior, a student must have accumulated 19.5 credits.   
 
Minimum Promotion Requirements at the end of the 2018 School Year are: 
 
To be classified as a sophomore, a student must have accumulated 7 credits  
To be classified as a junior, a student must have accumulated 13.5 credits. 
To be classified as a senior, a student must have accumulated 20.5 credits.   
 
Minimum Promotion Requirements at the end of the 2019 School Year and beyond are: 
 
To be classified as a sophomore, a student must have accumulated 7.5 credits  
To be classified as a junior, a student must have accumulated 14.5 credits. 
To be classified as a senior, a student must have accumulated 21.5 credits 
 
Any student attending High School who receives an “F” in a course taken during the regular school year receives no credit(s) 
towards graduation for that course(s).  Students who either need the course, or want to earn the credit(s) lost by failing a 
course(s) during the regular school year, may opt to:  
 

1. Enroll in a summer school program approved by Hancock County Schools. 
2. Enroll in the Credit Recovery Program approved by Hancock County Schools. 
3. Retake the course in the following semester/term, depending on the availability of seats in the desired course.  

 
At the conclusion of each school year (within two [2] weeks of the last day of school for students) parents/guardian of 
students who have not accumulated enough credit to be promoted to the next grade level or to graduate will be notified by 
certified mail of their status and be provided information on summer school, virtual school, or other available opportunities. 
 
Teachers must provide sufficient documentation to justify a student's final mark. It is essential that all methods of 
determining grades are explicit so that those same procedures may be followed in the event of the teacher's absence.  
 
Grade Acceleration 
 
The Hancock County Board of Education recognizes that students of outstanding ability and achievement may profit from 
methods of acceleration and/or enrichment, and that one possibility for acceleration is bypassing a grade. The acceleration 
procedure for bypassing a grade will be considered only for students who are academically and socially advanced to an 
extreme extent. This acceleration procedure shall be considered only when other methods which might 
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meet the advanced academic capabilities of the students have been tried and do not suffice. If other acceleration/enrichment 
methods have been tried and do not suffice, then the companion administrative guidelines of this policy shall be followed; 
the guidelines pertain to the procedures/criteria that need to be met with regard to bypassing a grade. 
 

Advanced Entrance for Kindergarten  

A child must be no less than one (1) year below the required age for entrance before August 31 of the year in which 
advanced entrance is being sought; must have attained an individual ability test score which is at the 97th percentile ranking 
or higher; and must obtain achievement scores at the 90th percentile ranking or higher. No placement shall be carried out 
after the last school day in September of the year in question. 
 
 
Date Adopted:  4/27/81 
Date Amended:  7/01/85; 11/09/92; 12/15/97; 5/24/04; 1/12/09; 4/27/09; 7/08/13; 6/9/14; 2/13/17; 5/22/17 
Date Reviewed:  12/11/000  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above Policy Statement is an integral part of the Official Policy Manual of this Board of Education as of the date shown adopted. 
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