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A POLICY STATEMENT OF 
 

THE HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
New Cumberland, West Virginia 26047 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS and LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 
The Hancock County Board of Education believes that a thorough and efficient system of education requires equality of 
substantial educational offerings and access to related services for all children. Providing such a high quality educational 
system is a goal toward which the Hancock County Board of Education will strive. 
 
Program Definition and Design 
 
The education program offered in West Virginia schools is defined in broad terms as all of the education activities that take 
place during the instructional day and the school year.  The education program provides education opportunities for students 
to achieve high levels of learning in programs of study through approved content standards that prepare students to be 
lifelong learners and successful citizens in a competitive global society.  The education program is based upon information 
provided through research relevant to best practices and promising next practices in teaching and learning.  The education 
program is structured and based on three programmatic levels: Early Learning Programs, Middle School Programs, and 
High School Programs.   
 
Educational Goals 
 
Ensuring a quality education implies that a thorough and efficient education system exists that provides equal access to 
substantive curricular offerings and appropriate related services for all students.  Providing such an education system must 
be the goal of the Hancock County Board of Education.  This policy provides the basic structure for all education programs 
and student support services necessary for a thorough and efficient system of education to be available to all students.  The 
elements of a thorough and efficient system of education are: 
 

1. High-quality education programs, student services, and experiential learning opportunities; 
 

2. High-quality administrative and instructional practices, personnel, facilities, instructional materials,  
                  technology integration, supplies, and equipment; 
 

3. A safe and caring environment that fosters supportive relationships, is free from harassment, intimidation,  
     bullying, discrimination, and other inappropriate forms of conduct, and involves parents; 

 
4. A demanding curriculum for all students, with emphasis on the programs of study that are aligned with  
     rigorous standards, learning skills and technology tools, and are communicated to students, parents, and  
     communities; and 

 
5. Accountability measures to ensure the public that a thorough and efficient system of education is being  
     provided to students enrolled in the public schools of West Virginia. 

 
 
Responsibility of the Hancock County Board of Education  
 
It is the responsibility of the board of education to plan, deliver, and evaluate the education programs and student support 
services necessary to implement a thorough and efficient system of public education.  The programs of study and student 
support services mandated by regulations must be made available to all students.   
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In carrying out this responsibility, the board of education may:   
 

1. Cooperate with one or more counties in establishing and maintaining joint programs,  

2. Use regional services or contract for services with public or private agencies having appropriate programs, and  

3. Coordinate and share programs, related services, and resources with other organizations, agencies, and local          
businesses.   

 
Each county board of education shall establish policies and implement written procedures to define its education program 
in accordance with the definitions and requirements that follow. 
 
Early Learning Programs (Grades Pre-K-5)  
 
Early Learning Programs address the holistic needs of all students in grades Pre-K-5.  A comprehensive approach to early 
learning is inclusive of a balanced focus on knowledge and skill-building as well as the development of positive dispositions 
to learning. This approach also provides the potential to improve child outcomes and close achievement gaps.  Based on 
knowledge of child development and developmentally appropriate practices for learners, the following Early Learning 
Programmatic levels are established:  Early Learning Readiness (Pre-K-Kindergarten); Early Learning Primary (Grades 1-
2); and Early Learning Intermediate (Grades 3-5).  Early Learning Programs promote a comprehensive approach to 
strengthening individual students’ literacy proficiency throughout school, specifically regarding the integration of language 
and communication, mechanics of reading, and content knowledge in developmentally appropriate contexts.  To close the 
literacy achievement gap for all students by third grade, Early Learning Readiness and Primary Programs support students’ 
development of approaches to learning that provide eagerness for, and interest in, the processes of learning that lead to 
literacy proficiency.  Opportunities to demonstrate literacy growth over time as part of a holistic approach to learning 
include, but are not limited to, measuring students’ proficiency with reading development during the third grade year and 
beyond. 
 

1.     Early Learning Readiness (Grades Pre-K-Kindergarten) – Programs serving students enrolled in Early 
Learning Readiness grades help students establish positive dispositions to learning and provide foundations for 
development across all domains and content areas to be successful in first grade and with lifelong learning.  
Emphases on social/emotional, cognitive, and motor development provide the foundations of the Early Learning 
Readiness grades.  To support school readiness efforts and to assure the use of developmentally effective methods 
for students prior to entering first grade, Early Learning Readiness grades utilize the WVBE approved framework 
for school readiness in WVBE Policy 2525.  A primary component of West Virginia’ School Readiness framework 
is the West Virginia Early Learning Reporting System which is inclusive of a formative assessment process that 
provides ongoing individual and population outcome data to inform instruction, personalize learning, and share 
students’ progress with families.  The formative assessment process also ensures developmentally appropriate 
interactions, competencies, experiences, and skills are measured effectively.   
 

2.    Early Learning Primary (Grades 1-2) – The Early Learning Primary grades build on the comprehensive approach 
to personalizing learning inherent in the Early Learning Readiness grades and provide a context for the development 
of knowledge and skill building across all content areas.   Development continues to span across a broad spectrum 
for all students and is significant in the offering of daily instruction.  Using a formative assessment process that 
provides data to inform instruction, personalize learning, and share students’ progress with families, Grades 1 and 
2 programs employ formative assessment methods to assure developmentally appropriate interactions, 
competencies, experiences, and skills are measured effectively. 

 
3.     Early Learning Intermediate (Grades 3-5) – Students in the Early Learning Intermediate grades are beginning 

the transition into middle childhood.  An emphasis on the developmental levels of these students must be a continued 
consideration to support personalized learning, maintaining a balance between content specific focus and integration 
of content areas of study. 
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Middle School Programming (Grades 6-8) 
 
Grades 6-8 build on the results of early childhood education and transition students into the High School Program.  
Successful Middle School Programs are characterized by a culture that is inviting, inclusive, and supportive of all.  
Significant academic learning experiences, characterized by rigorous content, vigorous instruction, and high expectations 
for all learners within a developmentally appropriate, safe, and supportive school, are the norm.  A middle school experience 
is challenging, exploratory, integrative, and relevant.  Middle school educators use multiple learning and teaching 
approaches resulting in authentic engagement in active, purposeful learning.  Students learn to understand important 
concepts, develop essential skills, and apply what they learn to real-world problems.  The environment and culture of middle 
school should lead to every student having at least one trusted adult advocate who is familiar with the student’s academic 
development and personal goals.  The creation of this learning community of both adults and students produces a stable and 
mutually respectful relationship that supports the students’ personal, intellectual, ethical, and social growth. 
 
High School Programming (Grades 9-12)  
 
Each high school shall provide challenging and rigorous courses in the programs of study in grades 9-12 that enable students 
to achieve high levels of competence for academic and career development.  High schools will incorporate the West Virginia 
Student Success Standards per WVBE Policy 2315 across content areas and teacher-led advisory programs. Students will 
be provided opportunities to develop intellectual, social/emotional, physical and technological capacities needed for 
successful transitioning beyond graduation to ensure all students are career- and college-ready.  Students will be provided 
the opportunity to develop foundational knowledge and skills for their success in a global society.  The required courses are 
designed to build strong content knowledge across disciplines by engaging students in work of quality and substance.  In 
grades 9 and 10, students build foundational knowledge and skills; while in grades 11 and 12, students enter into a 
personalized aspect of their PEP, focusing carefully on selected coursework that leads to successful completion of their 
personal and academic goals.  Each student’s coursework will be designed to lead directly to placement in entry-level, 
credit-bearing academic college courses, an industry-recognized certificate or license, or workforce training programs. 
 
 
Date Adopted:  7/01/85 
Date Amended:  1/23/17 
Date Reviewed:  10/22/18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above Policy Statement is an integral part of the Official Policy Manual of this Board of Education as of the date shown adopted. 
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