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A POLICY STATEMENT OF 
 

THE HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
New Cumberland, West Virginia 26047 

 

CLOSING SCHOOLS 

Rules and Regulations for County Boards of Education to Follow Regarding School Closings or Consolidations 
Section 13a of Article 5, Chapter 18, of the Code of West Virginia provides that: 

"...the state board shall promulgate rules and regulations which shall prescribe in detail the type of supporting data a county 
board of education shall include as part of its written statement of reasons required by this section for school closing or 
consolidation, and which shall include any data required by the state board of education to amend a county's comprehensive 
educational facilities plan." 

Pursuant to this statute, all county boards of education must prepare and reduce to writing reasons and supporting data 
concerning proposed school closings or consolidations. This data must include the following: 

Enrollment 
Population changes including in-migration, out-migration and overall trends in population growth or decline in the county, 
the attendance area of the school targeted for closure or consolidation, and the school or schools which will receive the 
students affected. 

Population characteristics such as birth rates and age composition (including the number of pre-school and school-age 
children). 

Maps showing growth or shifts in distribution of population within the county. 

Projections of enrollment by grade and attendance area for the next ten years. 

An explanation of the projection method utilized. 

Facilities 
A map showing existing educational facilities by size and type and their corresponding attendance zones. The map should 
include the schools targeted for closure or consolidation and the school or schools that will receive the students. 

A physical appraisal of the school targeted for closure or consolidation and the school or schools which will receive the 
students. This appraisal should include age number of buildings, general condition, adequacy related to structural, electrical 
and mechanical systems and capacity to provide a safe and healthful environment. 

An evaluation of the school targeted for closure or consolidation and the school or schools which will receive the students 
in regard to their adaptability to the present and proposed educational programs and the provision of related services. 

A measure of the utilization of the school targeted for consolidation or closure and the school or schools which will receive 
the students in regard to the following: 

• What is the operating capacity of each facility?  

• Is there under-utilization or overcrowding? 

• What will be the effect of this proposed school closure or consolidation be on the above? 
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A comparison of the accessibility (barrier-free environment) for the handicapped of the school targeted for closure or 
consolidation and the school or schools which will receive the students. 

An elaboration of the effect the proposed school closing or consolidation will have on the school system's future plans 
regarding grade organization, educational programs, and facility requirements. 

Finance 
The cost of maintaining the school system if the proposed school closure or consolidation is not implemented. 

An itemization of the anticipated cost or savings the county will experience in all areas as a result of the proposed school 
closure or consolidation. 

The cost of any proposed renovation or addition resulting from the proposed school closure or consolidation. 

Personnel 
An analysis of the effect the proposed school closure or consolidation will have on professional and service personnel. 

Transportation 
An analysis of the effect the proposed school closure or consolidation will have on the county pupil transportation system. 

Educational Program 
Complete a projected educational program improvement analysis which includes a detailed review of policies: 

• 2510 - Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for General, Vocational and Special Educational    
Programs 

• The Criteria of Excellence 
• Handbook on Planning School Facilities 

Handbook on Planning School Facilities 
Pursuant to West Virginia Code 18-5-13 and 18-5-13a, county boards of education must do the following by the first 
Monday in April: 

Counties shall hold a public hearing, notice of which shall be advertised by publication in a newspaper in general circulation 
in the locality of the affected school at least once per week for four successive weeks prior to the date of hearing. (Affected 
school has been defined as schools receiving as well as losing students or closing) The notice shall contain: 

• Time and place of hearing 

• Proposed action of the board of education 

All counties must have the written reasons and supporting data regarding the proposed school closings or consolidations in 
the office of the county superintendent during the four consecutive weeks prior to the public hearing. 

A copy of the notice of public hearing must also be posted in the school targeted for closure, consolidation or school affected 
with receiving or losing students in conspicuous working places for all professional and service personnel to observe and 
shall remain posted for four successive weeks. 

At least a quorum of the school board members and the county superintendent from a county wherein the affected school is 
located shall attend and be present at the public hearing. 
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During the public hearing, members of the public shall have the right to be present and to submit statements and testimony 
in their behalf and to question county school officials. 

After the above have been completed, county boards of education must take a formal vote on the school closure or 
consolidation issue. 

Once the statutory provisions have been complied with and prior to implementation of any school closure or consolidation, 
the county's Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan must be amended. The county must file this amendment with the 
State Board of Education for its approval, and this amendment must: 

• Be signed by the superintendent and give the date the action was taken by the local board. 

• Contain assurances that applicable sections of the West Virginia Code (18-5-13), (3), (4) and (5) have been 
addressed. 

• Contain justification for the proposed consolidation or school closing. This justification must be supported 
by supplemental data and pertinent information in the following areas: enrollment, facilities, finance, 
personnel, transportation and educational programs as described above. 

• Contain documentation of all hearings, motions, etc., concerning the proposed school closings or 
consolidations. 

The West Virginia Board of Education will not overrule a county board of education on a school closing or consolidation 
matter, unless the proposal does not comply with the educational and facility standards established by the state board or the 
county board has not complied with procedural requirements of 18-5-13, 18-5-13a and state board policy. 

 

Date Adopted: 
Date Amended:  8/27/01; 11/14/16 
Date Reviewed:  10/23/95 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above Policy Statement is an integral part of the Official Policy Manual of this Board of Education as of the date shown adopted. 
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