
Morse Newsletter
January 9, 2023

Notes from the Principal, Mrs. Roux …

Welcome back and Happy New Year!  Last week was a short week back but also a great start to the new
year.  I hope all families enjoyed the holiday season and had time to create many special memories.

We are back in the swing of things here at school.  This week starts the winter benchmark assessment
window.  Over the next few weeks, teachers will be working with students to check in on progress from the
beginning of the school year to now.  It is always exciting to see how much students have grown in these few
short months.  Some ways that families can support at home include sending your child to school every day
(if possible), rested and ready to give his/her best effort on the assessments.  Be sure to offer your child a
little extra positive encouragement and a reminder that we are all proud of him/her for just doing their best to
help us understand current skill levels so that we can plan next steps.  Please reach out to your child’s
teacher if you have questions or would like more information about these important assessments.

Reminders this week include:

Please send your child to school dressed appropriately for the weather  with pants, close toed shoes, jackets,
hats, mittens, snow pants, boots, etc.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have questions, concerns, or need support for your child or your family.
Have a great week!

(email: lroux@rsu3.org school phone:  722-3636 home phone:  568-3980    cell:  323-0990)

Notes from the Office:

Reminder: RSU 3 HAS RECEIVED FREE AT HOME
COVID-19 TEST KITS FROM A FEDERAL PROGRAM.
EVERY STUDENT AND STAFF MEMBER WHO WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE A KIT SHOULD CALL THEIR SCHOOL'S
MAIN OFFICE.

Important Upcoming Dates…..

1/17 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School

2/1 - Early Release Day

2/13 - School Board Meeting @ Mt. View

2/20-2/24 - February Break

mailto:lroux@rsu3.org


Check Out What’s Happening at Morse School: Week of 1/3

K/1 It was a busy week in K/1! After the long break, we spent time reviewing
our classroom expectations. We thought about what makes someone a
great friend and a great learner. We also worked on comparing two sets of
numbers, reviewing letter sounds, writing about our vacations, and
observing the signs of winter.

1 We’ve been working on the learning goal: I can write correct sentences.
Ask your child what sentences need? All sentences need to start with a
capital letter and all other letters should be lower case, you need spaces
between words, you need to use what you know to do your best spelling,
spell heart words correctly, and all sentences need to end with correct
punctuation. To help us practice, we worked as a class to correct some
winter sentences. We also practiced this while writing sentences for
nonfiction informational books we were writing.
In math, first graders are learning about how addition and subtraction are
related. We’ve also solved some word problems.

Thank you to the students and families that interviewed an older relative
over the break. We’ve been having fun learning about what life was like
back then and we have found some similarities and differences. After
reading picture books and discussing the surveys, we have added to our
Families Then and Families Now charts.

2 Second grade had fun traveling the world and learning about holiday
celebrations. We will be learning about one more celebration before we
turn our attention to a new learning target.
In math we will be finishing up Chapter 2 mid week and beginning our
focus on addition strategies. Remember, students have been working on
adding to 20 in a snap of a finger. We play games on the computer and
with each other as a way to practice.
We will be working on our winter assessments over the next few weeks.
Students will be changing learning groups based on their individual needs.
Last week’s poem is on Seesaw, have you listened to your child read
theirs yet?

4 Students have done a great job after the break remembering our
expectations.  We focused on adding detail to our writing this week and
wrote a winter story as a class.  Students were excited to practice what
they learned and write their own detailed story.  We’re continuing our
multiplication unit in math and should be finishing next week.  Our winter
NWEA testing will also begin next week.

5 This week we got back into our routines after the holiday break and started
some review for our assessments starting next week. We also started our
instructional writing unit and will be using what we learn to report on our
body systems in science. We will be taking the state NWEA assessments
this coming week and I reminded the kids to come to school rested and
ready to do their best. I am excited to see the growth that I know is
happening!

SEL This week at Morse, in both 2 and 3, we had a classroom discussion about
our Morse ROARS and our classroom expectation for the rest of the year.

Garden Our youngest learners investigated the importance of cows and met our



very own Glow, a calf that lives on a dairy farm in Turner.  She is adorable
and we will be following her life on the farm this year.  Second and third
graders designed stalls and calf hutches to meet all of her needs.  Fourth
and fifth grade students made soil shakes.  We took some soil that we
collected from our school grounds, combined it with water, shook it up, and
let it settle.  We’re hoping to see layers of sand, silt, and clay in our
samples next week.


