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Notes from the Principal, Mrs. Roux …

Welcome Back Morse Families!!!

What an amazing first week of school!  It was so great to see our students.  Everyone arrived with a smile and positive
attitude and we have already begun settling into our normal routines. As a reminder, we spend a lot of these first few
weeks focusing on our PBIS efforts (positive behavior interventions and support).  We have already had our first
assembly and students are excited to know that they are already working toward a school wide goal.  More information
about this will come out throughout the year in this weekly newsletter.

Another very important focus during these first weeks and then throughout the year is our safety drills and protocols.
Last week I visited classrooms and had students show me what they already knew about responding to a fire drill.
Later this week, I will hold another whole school fire drill and we will continue to review the importance of being
prepared just in case there is ever an actual emergency.  This year we will be talking about another type of emergency
drill similar to how we use to do lock down drills.  All staff have had multiple trainings with a program called ALICE
(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter Evacuate) and we will be following the district approved protocols to help our
students understand that while it is very unlikely, we need to be prepared to respond to different types of emergencies
such as someone being in the building that shouldn’t be there.  I recognize that this is a heavy and potentially scary
topic but we are prepared to approach it in an age appropriate way with the emphasis being on just thinking of ways we
could all work together to stay safe.  I will be visiting each classroom in the next couple of weeks to share a read aloud
that is a very appropriate children’s book about a little ant who’s teacher is teaching the class about the many ways they
can be safe at school.  The title of this book is I’m Not Scared, I’m Prepared. (linked here is a youtube overview of
this book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4vmSsgkhHc). I encourage all families to reach out to me if you have
questions or concerns about this topic and I would be happy to provide more details about the ways we will be
incorporating these safety drills into our routines.

Reminders this week include:

● At this time, we are still asking that students be dropped off at the main entrance where a staff member will
greet them and escort them inside.

● Daily dismissal time will begin with parent pick ups at 3:00, followed by bus dismissals beginning at
approximately 3:15.  Parents are asked to pull up to the entrance and your child will be brought out to meet
your car.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have questions, concerns, or need support for your child or your family.
Have a great week!

(email: lroux@rsu3.org school phone:  722-3636 home phone:  568-3980    cell:  323-0990)

Notes from the Office:

Please send back completed beginning of the year
paperwork as soon as possible.

Important Upcoming Dates…..

September 12 - School Board Meeting
6:30 pm at Walker School

September 28 - Early Release Day

October 12  - School Picture Day

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4vmSsgkhHc
mailto:lroux@rsu3.org


Check out what’s happening at Morse School …Week of 8/30

K/1 What a fantastic first week of school! This wonderful group of learners
spent the week getting to know each other and learning how to be good
friends. We had a lot of fun singing songs, playing games, exploring the
playground, and even followed a map to find treasure!

1 The start of the school year is going well. We are getting to know
each other and the classroom routines. As a class we are discussing,
making, and practicing our expectations and standard operating
procedures for different areas of the classroom and parts of our day.

Ask your child to describe a great classmate.
We have been having fun with various nursery rhymes! Nursery

rhymes are not just for babies and toddlers. They are a great building
block toward literacy. They help develop language and literacy skills
necessary for learning to read. We have been doing some reading, writing,
math, and STEAM extension activities that relate to the different nursery
rhymes. Ask your child about the Humpty Dumpty Challenge.

2 I can't believe week one is already in the books! This week in second
grade, we started creating our classroom community. As a group we are
developing expectations so we are following our ROARS and focusing on
our learning goals. We have enjoyed many read-alouds and are getting to
know each other better. More team building and expectation making to
come. We will begin creating our math workshop model this week as well.

3 Wowers, what an amazing start! So many amazing things happened in
this first week. We welcomed three new friends into our community and
started working on one of my favorite reading centers: read to self! We’ve
also been learning about what it means to be an active listener.

4 Students have been doing a great job with practicing our R.O.A.R.s,
routines and expectations!  We have been focusing on building a
classroom community and getting to know each other.  We made heart
maps this week to help us learn about each other and what is important in
our hearts.

5 I can’t believe the first week of school is already in the books! I
think we had a fantastic start! We started the week with some
community building activities, and moved into our first book
share and engineering projects. We even had a special guest
reader.

Art Students are showing off their skills in art by free drawing. Students have
the choice of markers, crayons, and colored pencils to make the most
creative piece they can.



SEL Grades 2 and 3 got to know their new teacher and what we will be learning
about in SEL. We have also been learning about the Zones Board and
what each zone means as a way of checking in on our feelings.

Garden It feels great to be back in the garden with award winning student
gardeners! For the first time since the pandemic, we entered our produce
into the Windsor Fair including Purple Viking Potatoes, kiwis, oregano, and
some other vegetables for a combined RSU3 farmer’s basket.  We came
home with three first place ribbons as well as a second place ribbon!

Youth Field Hockey is going to happen again this fall.  There will be a travel team league for 3rd through 5th
grade girls.  League games will be held on Sundays in September and October with dates and times yet to be
determined.  We will be using a 6v6 format with a goalie.  Practices will be held on the high school field on
Wednesday’s after the conclusion of the high school practice at 5:00.

We will also offer a Wednesday night K-2nd grade practice every week as well.

Wednesday night practices will start on Wednesday, September 7th and will run from 5:00-6:00.  Please let me
know if you are able to help with the practices or the travel team.

Please join the TeamReach App if you are interested in field hockey for your daughter.  The group is called
RSU3 Youth Field Hockey and the group code is YFH.  You can also join the RSU3 Youth Field Hockey page
on Facebook.

Questions: email ghewett@rsu3.org.




